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Memorandum Mr: DeLoach to Mr. Moh , 2-25-64, reported'  ,. r 1  

information from Dic 3erlin and Kingsbur Smith, General Manager and A 
Editor, rpspectively, Hearst Publications, that unnamed Hearst reporteig; 

1 

4 , de-scribed by Berlin as very reliable, had been advised by MeJvin:EAlitNi 
attorney for Jack Ruby, that Oswald was an FBI informant; that.  Belli. ts.C. I 
knew from reliable sources that Ruby had been an informant for 8 mekg,.t\ 
and Oswald an informant for 13 weeks. Smith stated this Hearst reportek. 
had a tape recording of Belli making these allegatioLs. It' was 7:. .:12s A 
recommended consideration be given to immediately interviewing Belli: U14"'',;,! 
land the Director noted: "Yes. Make him either put up or shut .up."..-",',' 

r, • i, 	,',,*, ::. i. 	.-f 	,: 	: 	‘ .. 

	

vilit 9:20 p.m., 2-28-64, SAC Gordon Shanklin, Dallii, tele-e 	,4 
.phonically advised Night Supervisor A. J. Decker as follows. SAC L 	-.: ::*, 
Shankli,n,and SA Vincent E. Drain interviewed Belli the evening of 
2-28-64;in a hotel room secur,od for that purpose. Belli insisted 	--'..,7, N: 

that his ,fellow lawyer, Jog:',Tonahill, be present. Belli was zdvise  
that we flad received information from a reliable source that he had; ';2., ,', 
states Lee-Harvey Oswald was a security-typo informant of the FBI .1::,Sr:r11:1 V.;: 
a period 'of'13 weeks. Ho was informed that there was absolutely n4 	S4 . -1“ ,f:4 
truth ip this and that we desired to secure from him any and all 	,:1-7f .4  ' 

, '.,., ,. information' which he had in this regard. 	A . 
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': )': " , , 	1 	 Belli s-6.te-d- that around the first/Of the year he had seen'. 	7, : 

an article in the('HoustonPosti!, by Lonni5,4tudkins, which article was `'. 
a rumor to the effect that Oswald might have been an informant of the 
FBI or CIA, and subsequent to that article Belli subpoenaed Eudk:Lns to 
appear as a witness at the change of venue hearing before Judge Joe.D. 	I 
Brown. Sometime during that period he heard another rumor around the -. 
courthouse to the effect that Oswald might have been an informant ,of.the ,, 
FBI. Belli related that he questioned Hudkins during the change. 
venue hearing as helblt that the prosecution might try to use him Ebtle: 
later date. Judge Brown in the change of venue hearing refused tof•:-. 
ermit Hudkins to answer hisqaestion' after objections of the prosecution. 
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p9ii_ stated that he thought at,,hdt time 

 
 and still doeS thin,. ' t̀  

thatjhese ruAors originateclOwith yilliap.?Alexander, 11;- sistan't,A1,SjeteL.... 
Attor40; who had tried te_pl:94 other -tumors on him.  and that it wie7r.:.-7.— 
Belli43 feeling that Alexander thought Belli might fall for this,trapl.-  . 
Ie,stuted, be 21aced,no credence whatsoever in the rumcr that Oswald was 	! n informant tnd that'-if there was any credence to-such ho ,dieLApatithink :-.: 
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that ch information had any place in the Jack Ruby trial. He
.pointed 

prove t larfadhhebli=itn iel; IginIrl  Olfiedr.iTsiolew=litc=1:1Ifh= ' 

true from the FBI. 	
. '7,:.; 	' 
• - 	.4.,-; . 

Belli stated that he had talked to numerous reporters and 

news media during the past several weeks and he could not reca
ll with 

lailevirtn=3 14)=e%oh:ocniiilree=d0tIci)mtliii igladfhnrdmg:ry,  

 

whom 
 

rumor that Oswald had been an informant of the FBI and he beli
eved that 

the person asking this question was a reporter. To the best of his-  
m'.. m''' memory Belli stated he told this person that he had heard 

this rumor 

around the courthouse. He does not recall exactly what he sai
d but ho 

ipcertain he never said anything to the effect that Oswald had
 been ,. 

an informant for 13 weeks or that he had been a security infor
mant. 

Belli was again emphatically advised that Lee Harvey Oswald ha
s never 

een an informant of the FBI. He_again reiterated that he does
 not , 

think so 'and never would place any credence in this rumor. 	: 
'..-. 
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Belli was also advisel that we received information that he  

had also stated that Jack Leon/Ruby had been an informant of t
he FBI 

for a period of 8 weeks. Both he and Tonahill stated that the
y had at 

no time ever heard anyone state that Ruby was an informant or 
infer 

that he was an informant. Belli insisted/that he be permitted
 to call 

bis other co-counsel to the room, Phillip/Burleson, and ask hi
m if he.',;! 

had ever heard this rumor. Burleson upon being asked the same 
question,-,j 

as to . whether or not he had ever heard of Ruby being an informant or a
 ,•.. 

. 	rumor to that effect, advised that he had never he
ard a rumor from '.:. '- • 

anyone to that effect. 

Belli, Tonahill and Burleson all stated that they had never tol
d, 

anyone or inferred to anyone that Ruby was an informant of th
e FBI. Belli 

stated that he believed he and his co-counsels would have hnov
n if Ruby 

had been an informant of the FBI since they had questioned him in detail 

about his entire life-anti he is certain Ruby would have told hi
m if he .; 

bad been an informant. re stated Ruby had never mentioned in any manner ' 
`whatsoever cooperating with the FBI. • 

Upon conclusion Belli stated that he was getting,"damned tired
" 

of_ Assistant District Attorney William Alexander planting rumo
rs which 

Alexander thought Belli might fall for and it—Was his opi
nion that 

Alexander. was Trobably the source concerning the rumor that Os
wald was 

an informant of the FBI. Belli then specifically asked SAC Sh
anklin if 

Ruby !lad ever been an informant as this was the first that he 
had ever 

heardpf it and he,was_advised that Ruby had never been an inf
ormant of 

the_FX. _Belli asked no further questions. 
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RECOKM NDATIONS: 	
).;;;q,.\.;,,... 

(1) Although William Alexander has, categorically 
deniQd 

heing the source-of rumors that Oswald was an F
BI informant, our .,!:,''' -,:,!: 

inquiries strong.y point to Alexander as th
e source of those scurrilous 

rumors and Alexander may be the source of the alle6d
 rumors concerning 

Ruby. In view of our experience with Alexander no w
orthwhile purpoSe --' 

would be served in reinterviewing him and thq Direc
tor has instructed 

	

that no further contacts be had with Alexander. ( 	 6..  
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(2) While Belli also categorically denied making any Statement' 

as alleged by Hearst officials, it is believed that
 in order tp -- 

conclusively pin this matter down Mr. DeLoach's office should/contact -:... 

Kingsbury Smith and ask that he make the alleged recording of Belli's 

. • 

/0  • 

(3) Immediately following our review of this recordi
ng, if 

it is made available, we will furnish the above detail
s to the --,. 

President's CommisSion. 
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.statements available for .our review. 
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