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GENOCIDE IN SOUTH DAKOTA? 

by Edmund C. Berkeley, Editor 

The English paper "JFK Assassination Forum" pub-
lished by Brian Burden, 100 Church St., Bocking, Brain-
tree, Essex, CM7 SLQ, Great Britain, contains in its No. 13 
issue the following report. I have not heard of this before: 
can any readers of "People and the PURSUIT of Truth" 
supply more information? 

The partially decomposed body of a young Indian 
woman was "found" by an FBI agent on the Pine Ridge 
reservation in South Dakota, U.S., on 24 February. She 
was the latest of more than 50 to have been murdered 
there in the last three years. Anna Mae Aquash, an Oglala 
Sioux and an activist in the American Indian Movement, 
died, according to a coroner, from exposure. She was 
buried in an unmarked grave, her hands having first been 
cut off and sent to FBI headquarters in Washington. Then 
her family were notified. They demanded another autopsy, 
which showed she had been shot in the back of the head 
at close range. 

A few weeks before her death, Anna Mae had report-
edly gone underground after "escaping" from the polipa?• 

in. seen alive again. 	4: .. , 

,The reservation has been under armed soccupation by 
the federal government since 1973. Government "heavies" 
— from the Special Operations Group, CHAOS (the CIA's 
"doik'stic disruption prggrp"), th -FBI and even the , 
82M AirbOrne Division .;± have roamed the reservation at 

1 .  will. They are armed with the .he1 1 st and most sophisti- - 
cated combat weapOns the United ates has to offer. Re-  ports have told of them breaking into homes without war-
rants harassing, ttAatening and beating women and chii1J-=y 
ren,Viil torturing, jailing, and murdering those who resist. 
The resistence is apparently being used by the U.S. govern-
ment to'practice war games. 

The "experiments" were first uncovered by reporter 
Ron Pidenbour, who also exposed the My Lai massacre. 
They ,:re believed to be a trial run for martial law in the 
United States, helping to prepare government forces for any 
civil upheaval. Sections of the entire U.S. police system 
have been mobilized under the code name Garden Plot. 
Meanwhile, few if any Americans know what is going on in .1-- them Midst. In the "freest country on earth", the govern-
ment practices genocide — and the press says not a word. 

who had arrested her on, firearms charges. She was never 
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The Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King and 
the "Raoul" Mystery: Are We Being Sidetracked? 

Richard E. Sprague 
Hartsdale, NY and 
Christopher Sharrett 
Doylestown, PA 

"Some people have a Pollyanna view of the legal system." 
- James Earl Ray 

Although David Lifton and Jeff Cohen are certain-
ly committed, honest researchers, there is consider-
able reason to believe that their "New Times" article 
postulating Jerry Ray masquerading as the infamous 
"Raoul" in the King assassination is fallacious and 
misinformative. A cursory overview of this question-, 
could show that such a thesis is highly doubtful, 
particularly when there is hard evidence, not gener-
ally known to the public because of the negligence or 
outright deceit of the news media, that there is in-
deed a Raoul and his actions fit the scenario out-
lined by James Earl Ray. 

It may be important to consider why the Lifton-
Cohen thesis cannot-4110d up simply from a logical 
standpoint, especiallY"given what has '.transpired re-
cently in the King case. 

First, if the executive agencies sensed that Ray's 
brother was involved in the case, it seems rather 
certain they would have publicized the point because 
(a) the role of the younger Ray would have provided 
a plausible "conspiracy theory" to the plot-minded 
already aware of the great discrepancies in the case 
against James Earl Ray and (b) this sort of plot 
would easily fulfill the schematic already mapped out 
by the FBI, i.e., that James Earl Ray was motivated 
by racist and pathological impulses to murder Dr. 
King. In this new context James and Jerry Ray could 
easily be groomed to appear as the new James brothers, 
on a berserk rampage against black leaders while in-
volved in a life of larceny and mayhem. This pro-
vides a marketable "limited" conspiracy which dis-
suades future investigations from going higher or 
lower in a pursuit of the facts. 

Second (and more important), the involvement of 
Jerry Ray tends to presuppose (according to the Lif-
ton Cohen view) connections between Ray and one or 
more of the federal agencies previously under scru-
tiny by researchers for their campaigns against 
blacks and their cover-ups of black murders. Accord-
ing to Harold Weisberg's research for his book "Frame-
Up", Ray stated he met Raoul in Montreal, New Orleans 
and Laredo, Mexico and obtained large sums of money 
from him at each locale. Th'e cities alone may be 
important since researchers have visited each, over 
the past decade, concerning investigations into the 
JFK assassination and numerous mercenary activities. 
Keeping in mind the point that Raoul's supposed in-
terest in Ray included smuggling and various mercen-
ary-associated activities (with a third party inter-
vening), one must ask whether Jerry Ray has the pro-
fessional credentials for this kind of work. 

The question of the third party is another prob-
lem. According to evidence developed by Wayne Chas-
tain, one-time soldier of fortune and military in- 

telligence operative Jack Youngblood is a prime sus-
pect in the King assassination. Suppose that James 
Earl Ray's gunrunning story of the accomplice 
(Young6lood) and Raoul is in any way accurate, then 
one must establish Jerry Ray's involvement with the 
whole CIA-funded, anti-Castro mercenary underground 
that has been emerging as the partial underpinning 
of the King murder, just as it is for the assassin-
ation of President John F. Kennedy. Lifton and 
Cohen establish a link between Jerry- Ray and the 
National States Rights Party; but to assume that 
racist inclinations automatically. prove a person 
capable of murder is to perpetrate the kind of 
thinking always peddled by officialdom and the "au-
thorized" chroniclers of these tragedies. The real 
critique of the Lifton-Cohen thesis, however, is far 
more substantive. 

The Witnesses and the Sketch 

The person James Earl Ray calls "Raoul" surfaced 
the day Martin Luther King was assassinated. Sever-
al witnesses saw a man running out of the rooming 
house from which the police and FBI eventually be-
lieved the shot that killed Dr. King had been fired. 
The man carried a bundle containing a rifle, binoc-
ulars, shaving kit and other items easily traced to 
James Earl Ray; the man dropped the bundle in front 
of Guy Canipe's amusement parlor, got into a white 
Mustang, and was driven away. Three witnesses who 
saw this man, Bessie Brewer, Guy Canipe and Grace 
Stephens, provided descriptions to the FBI. The 
FBI contacted a police artist in Mexico City and 
gave the three descriptions over the phone, request-
ing that Mexican authorities provide sketches to 
their police since it was believed the man might 
turn up at a border airport. The police artist made 
sketch, from the three descriptions using a facial 
component technique developed in Europe but not yet 
used by the FBI. The artist claims it is far super-
ior to most U.S. methods and can be done by tele-
pale. /1/ 

There were actually two sketches made for or by 
the FBI. The second was made by police in Tennessee 
and was dissimilar to the Mexican sketch. The Mex-
ican sketch became the one used on television and 
newspapers as well as on FBI circulars -- neither of 
the sketches resembled James Earl Ray. 

"Frenchy" 

Forty minutes after President Kennedy was assass-
inated in Dealey Plaza a freight train was seen 
leaving the railroad yards behind the stockade fence 
and grassy knoll area on the northern side of the 
Plaza. A deputy sheriff told Lee Bowers, a super-
visor in the control tower, to stop the train. It 
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Figure 1. On the left, the tramp photograph of "Frenchy". The police sketch of "Raoul" is on the right. 

should be noted that at the time of the shooting 
Bowers saw two men behind the fence on the knoll, and 
he also saw "a flash of light or something" coming 
from that area as the shots were fired. 

The freight train was halted and three tramps were 
discovered on board one of the box cars; they were 
escorted across Dealey Plaza to the sheriff's office 
in the Criminal Courts Building by Officers Marvin 
Wise and Billy Bass. Although no record of this 
arrest was kept, three Dallas newspaper photographers, 
George Smith, William Allen and Jack Beers, took 
seven pictures of the "tramps" in custody. The War-
ren Commission did not identify these men and never 
published the photographs. These photographs were 
generally unknown until the time of the Jim Garrison-
Clay Shaw affair in New Orleans. The co-author of 
this article, Richard E. Sprague, dubbed one of the 
tramps "Frenchy" because of the continental cut of 
his jacket, his tight pants and overall European de-
meanor. At the time of the Shaw trial, intensive 
private investigations were begun to uncover the real 
identity of "Frenchy" and his possible connections 
to the Kennedy killing. 

Finally investigators were put on a path that 
would culminate in today's knowledge of wide-spread 
attempts by the CIA to overthrow Cuban premier Fidel 
Castro and reclaim his country in a "second Bay of 
Pigs." Gerry Patrick Hemming, a CIA contract employee 
in mercenary training, with anti-Castro Cuban exiles 
and American soldiers-of-fortune on No Name Key in 
Florida, told researchers that "Frenchy" was another 
mercenary working from a yacht owned by anti-Castro,  

sympathizer Larry LaBorde. "Frenchy" apparently 
used several Latin-sounding aliases (it was determ-
ined he was really French-Canadian) and his true 
name was probably unknown even to his close associ-
ates, who turned out to be three men also deeply in-
volved in questions concerning the JFK killing: 
William Seymour, Loran Hall and Lawrence Howard. 

The Sketch and the Tramp Photo 

Researcher Jeff Paley, who had been working with 
co-author Sprague on the tramp photos, saw on tele-
vision the police sketch used after the King murder. 
Sprague also saw the sketch telecast in a different 
part of the country and both men had the same reac-
tion immediately: that Frenchy was the man in the 
sketch. Sprague immediately made a comparison of 
the best photo of Frenchy where the facial angle was 
the same as the sketch, enlarging both photo and 
sketch to the exact same format. See Figure 1. The 
similarity was not only striking, as Figure 1 demon-
strates, but also it was so strong as to make one 
conclude the sketch was made from the tramp photo-
graph itself. 

Paley's Trip to Memphis 

It is important to recall that the sketch of the 
King "killer" was broadcast and published long be-
fore the names Galt, Sneyd, or Ray were known. It 
was released, in fact, only a short time after the 
assassination. Jeff Paley, having some travel re-
sources from his newspaper employer "L'Express" in 
Paris, decided to go to Memphis to conduct an inves- 
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tigation as part of his continuing story on the Ken-
nedy and King assassinations. He went to Memphis 
possessing five of the "Frenchy" photos plus the 
sketch, with the hope of talking to the witnesses 
who had seen the supposed assassin. 

Paley was able to talk only to Bessie Brewer, the 
landlady at the rooming house where Ray stayed, who 
would not unlock the screen door during the conver-
sation. Mrs. Brewer said the FBI-had instructed her 
not to discuss the case with anyone. Although Paley 
said he wanted her merely to identify some pictures, 
she said she could not even cooperate that fair  
Paley then held up the photos and suddenly Mrs. Brew-
er was looking at Frenchy through the screen. She 
obviously recognized the man in the photograph as 
would any of the three witnesses since they, in ef-
fect, created the police drawing. 

Paley then took photos and sketch to the Memphis 
police,. They told him to go to the FBI who, by then, 
were in full control of the King investigation. 
Paley went to the FBI office in Memphis and presented 
the sketch and photo that Sprague had prepared to the 
officer in charge. The officer immediately pushed 
the pictures across the desk and although Paley pro-
tested that he was ignoring important new evidence, 
the agent refused to deal with the questions and dis-
continued the conversation. Paley gave up further 
efforts and returned to New York. 

Publication of the Photo and Sketch 

San Francisco researcher and former FBI agent 
William Turner began a campaign with the co-author 
Sprague to circulate the story of the resemblance of 
Frenchy to the police sketch. In June of 1968, when 
James Earl Ray had been found and returned to the 
U.S., Sprague, with the help of Turner, the "San 
Francisco Chronicle" and researcher Trent Gough, man-
aged to publish the photo and sketch in "The New York 
Times". Bill Turner later published an article in 
"Ramparts" containing the pictures, and Harold Weis-
berg used them in the appendix of his well-researched 
study of the case, "Frame-Up". 

William Bradford Huie 

It is disturbing that Lifton and Cohen referred 
to author William Bradford Huie (along with Gerold 
Franck and Harold McMillan) as a source for their 
recent article. Huie, although previously a social-
ly conscious crusader on behalf of Sergeant Alvin 
York, Ernie Slovik and Iwo Jima war hero Ira Hayes, 
has proven to be a thorn in the side for people in-
terested in the truth of the King assassination. 
Huie contracted to write James Earl Ray's story in 
the fall of 1968 after a deal had been worked out 
between Huie and Ray's lawyer, Percy Foreman. By 
the end of that year Huie had published two articles 
in "Look" magazine with a third scheduled for early 
1969. In the first two installments Huie stated he 
believed there was a conspiracy and that Ray had been 
set up as a patsy by a man Ray had already identified 
as Raoul. Huie printed in some detail Ray's story of 
how Raoul had recruited him in Montreal to smuggle 
drugs across both the Canadian and Mexican borders. 
Huie believed that Raoul had Ray buy the rifle used 
in the assassination and then told Ray to go to the 
rooming house in Memphis with the white Mustang pur-
chased with money also provided by Raoul. Huie was 
also convinced of Ray's account that reported Raoul 
coming out of the rooming house after the shooting, 
dropping a bundle on the sidewalk, jumping into the 
back seat of the Mustang driven by Ray, then leaving 
the car as the two approached the outskirts of Mem- 

phis. Raoul told Ray to meet him later in Atlanta 
and Ray also told Huie that various bar maids in At-
lanta and Montreal had seen Raoul and Ray together 
on several occasions. Not only did Huie believe all 
of this, he titled his original book "THEY Slew the 
Dreamer". 

Huie's Interviews with Trent Gough 
and Richard E. Sprague 

Huie announced plans to visit New York in early 
1969 after publishing his first two articles in "Look" 
and before he had stated anything other than his be-
lief in a conspiracy and the existence of Raoul. 
Trent Gough and the co-author made arrangements for 
two interviews with Huie, during which Huie stated 
he knew Raoul existed because he had located three 
bar maids in Atlanta and Montreal who had seen Raoul 
and Ray sitting together for several hours over 
drinks. They had identified Ray from police pictures 
and Raoul from the sketch which had been shown to 
them by Huie, along with the description of Raoul per-
sonally given Huie by Ray. Huie gave Gough and 
Sprague one conclusion: there was a conspiracy, Ray 
had fired no shots and was framed by the man known 
then only as "Raoul". 

Huie and the Frenchy Photos 

Sprague later presented the five photos of Frenchy 
along with the sketch and comparison to Huie for exam-
ination. He was visibly shaken. Huie had neither 
seen nor heard of the tramp photos up to that time 
and neither did lawyer Percy Foreman. Huie agreed to 
take the photos back to Foreman to see if Ray could 
identify Raoul as one of the men in the pictures. At 
this exact point, something triggered a marked change 
in attitude in both Huie and Foreman regarding the 
idea of conspiracy. From this time forward Huie and 
Foreman dropped all statements regarding a plot to 
kill Dr. King, and, even more interesting, in the ex-
istence of Raoul. When Huie published his third art-
icle he treated Raoul as a figment of Ray's imagina-
tion, failing to mention that he had told researchers 
he found witnesses who had seen Ray and Raoul togeth-
er. 

A Phone Call to Huie 

Shortly after Huie published his third "Look" 
article, Sprague made arrangements with Trent Gough 
to place a conference telephone call to Huie in Ala-
bama with Gough taping the conversation. Huie was 
queried on the matter of the three bar maids; he 
denied he ever mentioned them at all as he denied 
any previous belief in the existence of Raoul. He 
also denied a belief in conspiracy since he was con-
vinced Ray was simply a liar. He stated that he gave 
the tramp photos to Foreman who in turn had presented 
them to Ray, although Huie would not say anything of 
the outcome of this meeting. Sprague and Gough ac-
cused Huie of lying, stating that Huie had told dif-
ferent stories on two separate interviews in New York. 
Huie continued to deny all of his previous statements 
and became rather abusive on the phone. Trent Gough 
still possesses the tape of this conversation. 

Foreman, Ray, Fensterwald, Lesar 
and the Frenchy Photos . 

A long time later, after Bernard Fensterwald and 
Jim Lesar became Ray's new lawyers, the co-author 
(Sprague) discovered what had happened with Foreman, 
Ray and the pictures of the tramps. Foreman showed 
Ray the pictures in prison, asking if Ray knew any of 
the men in the photographs and if they played a role 

(please turn to page 7) 
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Lee Harvey Oswald and His Fingerprint Records 

Jeff Meek 
337 Deerfield Drive 
Bolingbrook, IL 60439 

"The Warren Commission seems not to have noticed the discrepancies . . . Nowhere 
do we find the reasons for the stamped and handwritten dates on the Master card." 

The Armed Forces fingerprint card for Lee Harvey 
Oswald originated when he enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps on October 24, 1956. This card 
is reprinted in Volume 17, page 289 and was desig-
nated Commission Exhibit 635 during the Hearings 
Before the President's Commission on the Assassina-
tion of President Kennedy. There are several dates 
stamped on the reverse side of this fingerprint 
card: November 16, 1959, March 1, 1960, December 1 
(?), 1961, February 25, 1962, and August 15, 1963. 
There are also two handwritten dates: October 31, 
1959 and November 5, 1959. 

If these dates represent the dates Lee Harvey 
Oswald's Master Fingerprint Card was pulled for com-
parison purposes, one questions why November 22, 
1963 or a subsequent date does not appear on the 
card. 

On October 31, 1959, Lee Harvey Oswald went to 
the American Embassy in Moscow and, if we are to 
believe the Embassy officials, threatened to reveal 
certain military secrets he had learned while at 
Atsugi Naval Air Station in Japan where U-2 flights 
had originated. It is interesting to note that six 
months after the Oswald defection, May 1, 1960, 
Gary Powers' U-2 plane was brought down over the 
Soviet Union. This may explain the October 31, 
1959 date stamped on the Master Card. Could the 
American Embassy officials have fingerprinted Oswald 
that day and sent the classification to Washington? 

On August 9, 1963, Oswald was arrested on a 
charge of disturbing the peace by creating a scene. 
On August 10, 1963, at Oswald's request, FBI agent 
John L. Quigley interviewed Oswald at the First 
District Police Station, New Orleans, LA. During 
the interview Oswald gave details of his arrest the 
previous day. Agent Milton R. Kaack filed a report 
captioned, "Lee Harvey Oswald, Internal Security -
R- Cuba". This could explain the stamped date of 
August 15, 1963 on Oswald's card. 

There are certain other dates stamped on this 
card that, as of the present, cannot be explained 
by available material. I have written three letters 
to FBI Director Clarence Kelley, asking the signi-
ficance of the dates. Mr. Kelley's first reply, of 
January 14, 1976, stated, "For your information, the 
dates referred to in your letter are internal pro-
cessing markings of the FBI Identification Division. 
The stamped dates are dates this fingerprint card 
was filed. The October 31, 1959 date indicates the 
date the fingerprint card was reviewed for background 
information for a member of our Headquarters staff. 
The November 5, 1959 date indicates the date the 
fingerprint classification formula, as it appears 
on the front of the fingerprint card, was rechecked 
for correctness." 

In a subsequent letter I asked Director Kelley 
who pulled the fingerprint card and why the other 
dates appear on the card. He answered on January 
28, 1976, by stating, "the specific identity of 
these personnel is exempt from disclosure to you by 
the following subsections of Title 5, the United 
States Code, Section 552:b7C, and b7f." Notice 
Kelley does not even mention the other half of my 
question, namely the importance of the other dates. 
He has avoided the question by ignoring it -- why? 

Lee Harvey Oswald's Master Fingerprint card 
bears a stamped number: 327-925-D. This number is 
important because the fingerprint card made after 
Oswald's arrest in Dallas, Texas on November 22, 
1963, bears the handwritten number 327-925-D and 
yet no stamped or handwritten date appears, indicat-
ing Oswald's prints or a classification of them were 
sent to Washington on November 22, 1963 or there-
after! If the card was pulled out of the file in 
Washington on or about November 22, 1963, why was 
it not stamped accordingly? How was the number 
327-925-D obtained for the Dallas Police Department 
if the card in Washington was not pulled out of the 
file for comparison purposes? 

Is it possible that the fingerprints from the 
Master Card were never compared to those made in 
Dallas after the arrest? Sebastian F. Latona, 
supervisor of the Latent Fingerprint Section of the 
Identification Division of the FBI was called to 
testify about the Oswald fingerprints on April 2, 
1964. His testimony seems to indicate that the 
fingerprints were not compared. Latona testified 
to Assistant Counsel Melvin A. Eisenberg as follows: 

Eisenberg: Now, in addition, did the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation have in. its files prints of 
Lee Harvey Oswald which it had received at some 
earlier date, prior to November 22, 1963? 

Latona: Yes sir: I believe there is a Marine Corps 
print. 

Eisenberg: Would those prints have been taken by the 
FBI? 

Latona: No, they would not. 
Eisenberg: They were taken by -- 
Latona: The regular service. 
Eisenberg: And forwarded to the FBI? 
Latona: That's right. 
Eisenberg: Did you compare the 10-finger card which 

you received from the Dallas office of the FBI 
and compare it with the Marine fingerprint card? 

Latona: Yes sir. 
Eisenberg: Were they identical? 
Latona: They were the same.(4H16) 

How can Latona at first say that he "believes" there 
is a Marine Corps card and seconds later say that he 
compared them to the Dallas fingerprints? If he 

(please turn to page 8) 
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The Reeducation of Vietnamese 
Soldiers of the Saigon Regime 

explained: "What astonished me most, as I considered 
revolutionaries to be my most bitter enemies, was 
that when we met face to face and eye to eye, I 
found them very correct, sincere, and very humane. 

Wilfred Burchett, Staff Correspondent 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 
ao "Guardian Newsweekly" 
33 West 17 St. 
New York, NY 10011 

"I simply had no conception of the 
true fate which awaited us. Although I 
and every other junior officer had been 
as tough as possible against the revolu-
tionaries, our captors told us to go home 
to our families . . . ." 

- Lieutenant Ung Thanh Phong 

Vietnam's reeducation of former puppet officers 
and officials of the Saigon regime has succeeded to 
a'degree almost incomprehensible. 

No War Crime Trials 

There have been no Nuremburg-type war crimes 
trials or Gen. MacArthur-type trials of Japanese 
war criminals. If the same criteria were applied in 
Vietnam, tens of thousands would qualify for such 
trials and sentences. 

Instead, the process is truly one of reeducation. 
The approach of the Vietnam People's Army reeducation 
program is based on the concept that "the great ma-
jority who worked for the old regime, including in 
the army or other services, did so as a way of making 
a living," according to Major Lam Chuo, one of those 
responsible for reeducating former puppet officers. 

Influence by Imperialists 

"But since they served the old regime for a long 
time," Major Chuo continued, "their viewpoints and 
ideology have been influenced by the U.S. imperialists 
and such influences must be eradicated. Our basic 
approach can be summarized in three points: (1) re-
educate them so they understand the real contents of 
the enemy plot against Vietnam; (2) educate them in 
such a way that they understand and acknowledge the 
crimes they committed during the long resistance war, 
and (3) create conditions favorable to former puppet 
officers, so they can, in due time, contribute to the 
revolutionary work of reconstruction in this new 
phase of our society." 

General Dao's Battle Instructions 

"Before the battle started," Phong recalled, "Gen. 
Dao assembled all officers and said, 'You must all 
fight until the last man. If captured, you will be 
killed and the whole civilian population will be 
drowned in a sea of blood.' I simply had no concep-
tion of the true fate which awaited us. Although I 
and every other junior officer had been as tough as 
possible against the revolutionaries, our captors 
told us to go home to our families . . . ." 

What Lieutenant Phong related next was typical of 
numerous conversations I had in Hoc Mon Reeducation 
Center and in another center for former police and 
administration officials in Ben Tre Province. He 

Based on a report in the "Guardian Newsweekly", April 27, 1977, 
reprinted in "The New York Times", May 8, 1977, as an advertisement. 

When I was called to the reeducation center, my 
old fears returned. But at the center, I found the 
same correct attitude, full of respect for our human 
dignity. The courses and discussions about what the 
war was all about, and the true history of the Viet-
namese people were eye openers to me. I found my-
self engaged in an inner struggle between what I had 
been taught under the old regime and the realities 
of the new regime. I had committed crimes far beyond 
my professional military duties for which I could 
have been executed." 

Attitude of Respect for Human Dignity 

Significant progress has been made toward achiev-
ing this third goal -- which obviously depends on 
the success achieved in accomplishing the first two. 
One astonishing result is that 50% of all military 
officers attending reeducation courses have already 
been released. There has not been a single case in 
Major Chuo's area, which covers the most sensitive 
part of southern Vietnam, in which those released 
participated in counterrevolutionary activities. 
[By early 1976, 95% of all soldiers, officers and 
officials of the former Saigon regime were reinte-
grated in Vietnamese society with their civil rights 
fully restored.] 

"Based on the above three points," Major Chuo ex-
plained, "after almost two years of reeducation, we 
can say that all former puppet officers understand 
quite well the U.S. plot and how the U.S. used them 
as mercenaries against the interests of the Vietnam-
ese nation and people. They understand that they 
were led astray by false U.S. propaganda and puppet 
leadership and that the clemency policy of the new 
regime is aimed at making new men of them. 

Policy Not One of Reprisals or Punishment 

The policy of the new revolutionary administra-
tion toward them is not one of reprisals or punish-
ment. The socialist regime is a decent regime which 
they can support. Because of the concrete results 
of reeducation, they are grateful to the revolution-
ary regime." 

Overoptimism has not been characteristic of Viet-
namese revolutionaries. Visiting a reeducation cen-
ter gave me the fullest confirmation of the major's 
assessment. About 650 officers -- from second lieu-
tenants to captains -- are at the camp, just half 
the original intake. 

At the center I had a revealing conversation with 
Lieutenant Ung Thanh Phong. He was company commander 
of the 43rd regiment of Saigon's elite 18th Division, 
which bore the brunt of the battle of Xuan Loc. That 
was the fiercest battle in the 55-day Ho Chi Minh 
Campaign, which ended in the liberation of South 
Vietnam April 29, 1975. The 18th Division was de-
stroyed and its commander, Gen. Le Minh Dao, Lieu-
tenant Phong and most other surviving officers were 
captured. 

The Learning of a Useful Trade 

"Instead, I have been able to study and am prouder 
than ever to be Vietnamese. I am proud now of the 
struggle which ended in defeat for the rotten puppet 
regime for which I fought. I am proud to be of the 

(please turn to page 7) 
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Sprague — Continued from page 4 
in the King assassination. When Ray asked for the 
source of the photos, Foreman replied they had been 
forwarded by the FBI. Ray then refused any further 
comments on the pictures whatsoever. After Fenster-
wald became Ray's attorney, he took the same photos 
to show Ray at the co-author's suggestion. As soon 
as Ray saw the pictures, he accused Fensterwald of 
working for the FBI and again refused any comment on 
the identity of Raoul. Fensterwald was naturally 
surprised by this since he did not find out for some 
time that Foreman had lied when he first explained 
the origin of the photographs to Ray. Ray believed 
then as he does now that he was being framed by the 
FBI and would lose a chance for a new trial or worse 
if he made a misstatement about the Frenchy photos 
while in jail. It was only after a new hearing and 
the appoint of Jim Lesar as his new lawyer that Ray 
made a positive identification of Frenchy as Raoul, 
/2/ since Lesar was one of the few men Ray has trust-
ed in this matter. 

The Detroit Airport Meeting 

Ray eventually hired Memphis lawyer Robert Living-
ston to assist Lesar and Fensterwald in the prepara-
tion of a new case. Livingston became quite familiar 
with Wayne Chastain, reporter for the "Memphis Press 
Scimitar" and long-term researcher of the King ass-
assination, who was very familiar with the possibil-
ity of Frenchy being Raoul. In 1974 a man acting as 
an intermediary contacted Fensterwald and said that a 
group of men had assassinated Dr. King for a large 
sum of money; the intermediary would give details if 
plea-bargaining could be arranged. The man said some 
very wealthy industrialists in Tennessee and Louisi-
ana had planned the murder, offering to pay the ass-
assins a huge amount, but they reneged on part of the 
deal after Dr. King was dead. In revenge, the ass-
assins were willing to reveal the identities of the 
plotters and the framing of Ray as the patsy. 

The intermediary set up a meeting to discuss terms 
with Fensterwald and Livingston, with Chastain in-
vited to attend. The meeting took place in the 
lounge of the Detroit airport. During the meeting 
Chastain and Livingston each noticed two men pacing 
on the other side of the lounge as Fensterwald talked 
to the go-between. Eventually the two men walked by 
the conference and both Chastain and Livingston spot-
ted Frenchy as one of the two. Fensterwald apparent-
ly didn't notice the men during his conversation; at 
least he never admitted so subsequently. None of the 
evidence pertaining to Frenchy or the photos was in-
troduced at Ray's hearing. 

Conclusions 

The conclusions to be drawn from the evidence are 
as follows: 

1. There is a man known to Ray as Raoul. 
2. Raoul is Frenchy, not Jerry Ray. 
3. Huie and Foreman concealed evidence which could 

explain the frameup of James Earl Ray. 
4. For some reason, Fensterwald did not want James 

Earl Ray to use the most telling evidence on 
the involvement of Raoul in the assassina-
tion, including the photos and the airport 
meeting. 

Why, one may ask, has Ray been so quiet on the Frenchy 
matter of late? Certainly this is Ray's most import-
ant trump card, and he will not want to waste it on 
the media until a new trial is imminent or until the 
House Committee can break the case. Ray could liter-
ally tell everything he knows and still spend a life 
in prison. In Ray's own words (to CBS reporter Dan 
Rather), "some people have a Pollyanna view of the 
legal system." ❑ 

Notes 
/1/ Interview with Mexican police artist by Richard 

E. Sprague. 
/2/ Telephone conversation between Jim Lesar, and 

Richard E. Sprague. 
/3/ Telephone conversations between Richard E. 

Sprague, Wayne Chastain and Robert Livingston. 

Burchett — Continued from page 6 

same race as these revolutionary cadre and and say 
that not only have I learned a useful trade here, 
but I've also been introduced through the courses 
to a changed life, a new world not only for myself 
and my family, but for the whole society." 

Major Lam Chuo assured me that such attitudes are 
confirmed by the behavior of the overwhelming major-
ity of those already released. 

After an introductory series of lectures, the 
officers settle down to do manual work of their own 
choice -- either carpentry, tailoring, hair-cutting • 
or rice growing. They have elected a committee to 
act as liaison with the center's authorities. They 
receive weekly family visits and whatever food and 
gifts their families care to bring them. In case of 
serious illness or death in the family, they are 
given leave passes for up to one week . . . . 

Note 

Corliss Lamont, Ph.D. 
P.O. Box 42 
New York, NY 10025 

The above on-the-spot report by a veteran Far 
Eastern journalist refutes to a large extent the many 
misinformed charges in the American press that the 
Vietnamese Reeducation Centers are seriously violat-
ing human rights. Normal and friendly relations be-
tween the United States and Vietnam require that the 
American people know the truth about the Vietnamese 
people and their Government. Mr. Burchett, whose 
veracity has long since been proved, gives us the 
truth. 

Wilfred Burchett's article written from Vietnam 
is one in a series on Vietnam Since Liberation cur-
rently appearing exclusively in the "Guardian News-
weekly". 

Concerned Americans are urged to write their local 
newspaper demanding that it print the full truth 
about Vietnam. ❑ 

People and the PURSUIT of Truth for June, 1977 	 7 



The Broken Promise of the United 
States, of Reparations to Vietnam 
Richard M. Nixon 
formerly President of the United States 

"The Government of the United States 
of America will contribute to postwar re-
construction in North Vietnam without 
any political conditions. ... The United 

States contribution to postwar recon-
struction will fall in the range of $3.25 

billion . . . . " 

From: Arlene Atwater, Staff Assistant 
Committee on International Relations 
House of Representatives 
Congress of the United States 
Washington, DC 20515 

Attached as you requested is a copy of the Feb. 1, 
1973 letter from President Nixon to the Prime Minister 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

Text of Message from the President of the United 
States to the Prime Minister of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Vietnam. 

February 1,1973 

The President wishes to inform the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam of the principles which will 
govern United States participation in the postwar 
reconstruction of North Vietnam. As indicated in 
Article 21 of The Agreement on Ending the War and 
Restoring Peace in Vietnam signed in Paris on Jan-
uary 27, 1973, the United States undertakes this 
participation in accordance with its traditional 
policies. These principles are as follows: 

1) The Government of the United States of America 
will contribute to postwar reconstruction in North 
Vietnam without any political conditions. 

2) Preliminary United States studies indicate 
that the appropriate programs for the United States 
contribution to postwar reconstruction will fall in 
the range of $3.25 billion of grant aid over five 
years. Other forms of aid will be agreed'upon be-
tween the two parties. This estimate is subject to 
revision and to detailed discussion between the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Government of 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

3) The United States will propose to the Democrat-
ic Republic of Vietnam the establishment of a United 
States-North Vietnamese Joint Economic Commission 
within 30 days from the date of this message. 

4) The function of this Commission will be to 
develop programs for the United States contribution 
to reconstruction of North Vietnam. This United 
States contribution will be based upon such factors 
as: 

a) The needs of North Vietnam arising from the 
dislocation of war; 

b) The requirements for postwar reconstruction 
in the agricultural and industrial sec-
tors of North Vietnam's economy. 

5) The Joint Economic Commission will have an 
equal number of representatives from each side. It 
will agree upon a mechanism to administer the program  

which will constitute the United States contribution 
to the reconstruction of North Vietnam. The Commis-
sion will attempt to complete this agreement within 
60 days after its establishment. 

6) The two members of the Commission will function 
on the principle of respect for each other's sover-: 
eignty, non-interference in each other's internal 
affairs, equality and mutual benefit. The offices 
of the Commission will be located at a place to be 
agreed upon by the United States and the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. 

7) The United States considers that the implemen-
tation of the foregoing principles will promote eco-
nomic, trade and other relations between the United 
States of America and the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and will contribute to insuring a stable and 
lasting peace in Indochina. These principles accord 
with the spirit of Chapter VIII of The Agreement on 
Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam which 
was signed in Paris on January 27, 1973. 

Understanding Regarding Economic 
Reconstruction Program 

It is understood that the recommendations of the 
Joint Economic Commission mentioned in the President's 
note to the Prime Minister will be implemented by 
each member in accordance with its own constitutional 
provisions. 

Note Regarding Other Forms of Aid 

In regard to other forms of aid, United States 
studies indicate that the appropriate programs could 
fall in the range of 1 to 1.5 billion dollars depend-
ing on food and other commodity needs of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam. ❑ 

Meek — Continued from page 5 

compared them, why the uncertainty on the question 
of the Marine card? 

Later in his testimony, the Dallas fingerprint 
card is again mentioned: 

Eisenberg: Mr. Latona, Exhibit 630, which is one of 
the known 10-print cards submitted by the 
Dallas office, is marked "Refused to sign" in 
the box with the caption "Signature of person 
fingerprinted". Do you recall whether Lee 
Harvey Oswald signed the Marine Corps card? 

Latona: Offhand, I do not. (4H17) 

Sebastian Latona, who as of 1964 had spent 32 years 
with the FBI, did not even notice if the Marine 
card was signed. One reason he may not have noticed 
is because he never compared the two 10-print cards. 
It seems utterly unbelievable that one of J. Edgar 
Hoover's men would overlook such important documen-
tation. 

The Warren Commission appears not to have noticed 
the discrepancies in Mr. Latona's statements. No-
where do we find the reasons for the stamped and 
handwritten dates on the Master card. And finally, 
the Commission does not tell us how .number 327-925-D 
was obtained and written on the Dallas fingerprint 
card without the Master card's being pulled, from the 
file in Washington. Any answers, Mr. Kelley? ❑ 
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