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a
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a
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y
e
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D

ell 
B

y N
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N
C
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E
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W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 • Jam

es E
arl R

ay
's 

atto
rn

ey
 said

 T
h

u
rsd

ay
 h

e w
an

ts to
 

talk
 w

ith
 A

tty
. G

en
. G

riffin
 B

ell ab
o
u
t 

h
is d

esire to
 in

terv
iew

 th
e co

n
fessed

 
assassin

 o
f D

r. M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. 

T
h

e atto
rn

ey
, Jam

es L
ew

 o
f W

ash
-

in
g
to

n
. m

ad
e It clear in

 an
 in

terv
iew

 
th

at h
is o

w
n
 d

esire is to
 g

et a trial fo
r 

R
ay

 an
d
 th

at an
y
 in

terv
iew

 w
ill h

av
e 

to
 b

e lin
k

ed
 w

ith
 th

at. 
"It's g

o
t to

 b
e tied

 in
 so

m
e w

ay
 to

 a 
trial fo

r Jam
es E

arl R
ay

," L
esar said

. 
"I'm

 c
o

n
v

in
c
e
d

 th
a
t R

a
y

 Is in
 ja

il 
w

ro
n

g
fu

lly
. T

h
e o

n
ly

 w
ay

 I k
n

o
w

 to
 

g
et h

im
 o

u
t o

f jail w
ith

o
u
t an

 ad
m

is-
sio

n
 o

f g
u

ilt o
n

 his p
art Is to

 h
av

e a 
trial." 

L
esar, w

h
o

 said
 h

e h
as rep

resen
ted

 
R

ay
 w

ith
o
u
t p

ay
 sin

ce 1
9
7
0
, said

 it 
w

o
u
ld

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

e "sev
eral w

eek
s" 

b
efo

re h
e co

u
ld

 g
et all th

e In
fo

rm
a-

tion together to present to B
ell. 

T
h

e atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral to

ld
 rep

o
rters 

at a b
reak

fast m
eetin

g
 T

h
u

rsd
ay

 th
at 

h
e w

o
u

ld
 lik

e to
 p

erso
n

ally
 In

terv
iew

 
R

ay
 in

 an
 effo

rt to
 reso

lv
e still u

n
an

-
sw

ered
 q

u
estio

n
s in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 

K
in

g
's m

u
rd

er A
p
ril 

4, 1968 in M
em

-
phis, T

enn. 
— T

h
ere's alw

ay
s b

een
 so

m
e d

esire 
o

n
 m

y
 p

art to
 In

terv
iew

 R
ay

," B
elt 

said
. "I'd

 lik
e to

 fin
d
 o

u
t w

h
ere b

e g
o
t 

his m
oney and his travel docum

ents. I, 
d
o
n
't th

in
k
 w

e're g
o
in

g
 to

 fin
d
 o

u
t ex

-
cep

t fro
m

 R
ay

." 
A

sk
ed

 if h
e m

ig
h
t fav

o
r "leg

al co
n
-

sid
eratio

n
" fo

r R
ay

 in
 .ex

ch
an

g
e fo

r  

in
fo

rm
atio

n
, B

ell said
 h

e w
o
u
ld

 "if I 
believed he w

as telling the truth." 
T

o
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
 th

a
t, B

e
ll sa

id
 h

e
 

w
o
u
ld

 "w
an

t to
 m

eet w
ith

 h
im

 m
y
-

self" o
r sen

d
 

a 
L

o
p

 Ju
stice D

ep
art-

m
en

t o
fficial "In

 w
h

o
m

 I h
av

e co
m

-
p

lete co
n

fid
en

ce an
d

 w
h

o
 k

n
o

w
s b

o
w

 
to

 in
terro

g
ate o

r n
eg

o
tiate." 

T
h
en

, B
ell said

, h
e w

o
u
ld

 d
ecid

e 
ab

o
u
t p

o
ssib

le leg
al co

n
sid

eratio
n
 fo

r 

R
ay

 'if I cam
e to

 th
e co

n
clu

sio
n

 h
e 

w
anted to m

ake a clean break." 
B

ell's co
m

m
en

ts cam
e less th

an
 a 

w
eek

 after h
is release o

f an
 ex

ten
siv

e 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t rev
iew

 of 
the en-

tire K
in

g
 m

u
rd

er in
v
estig

atio
n
 w

h
ich

 
in

d
icated

 R
ay

 acted
 alo

n
e, b

u
t d

id
n
't 

conclusively rule out the possibility of 
a conspiracy. 

T
he biggest question the seven-per-

so
n

 task
 fo

rce w
asn

't ab
le to

 an
sw

er 
w

as w
h
ere R

ay
 g

o
t h

is m
o
n
ey

 b
e-

tw
een

 h
is escap

e fro
m

 th
e M

isso
u
ri 

S
tate P

en
iten

tiary
 In

 A
p

ril, 1
9

6
7

, an
d

 
h
is cap

tu
re in

 L
o
n
d
o
n
 in

 Ju
n
e, 1

9
6
8
, 

65 days after the killing. 
R

ay
, n

o
w

 serv
in

g
 

a
 9

9
-year 

S
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`It's g
o

t to
 b

e tied
 in

 so
m

e iva
y to

 a
 tria

l 

fo
r J

a
m

es E
a
rl R

a
y.' 

A
ttorn

ey Jam
es L

esar 



tense in the B
rushy M

ountain P
eniten-

tiary
 in

 P
etrn

s, T
en

n
 , h

as n
ev

er b
een

 
u
tierv

iew
ed

 ex
ten

siv
ely

 b
y
 th

e F
Ill n

r 
th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
a spokesm

an for the departm
ent. 

W
hen R

ay w
as captured in L

ondon, 
h
is atto

rn
ey

 said
 h

e d
id

n
't w

an
t to

 b
e 

in
terv

iew
ed

 an
d
 so

 th
ere w

as n
o
 at-

te
m

p
t to

 ta
lk

 w
ith

 h
im

 th
e
re

, th
e
 

spokesm
an said. 

T
he F

B
I w

as told that he m
ight talk 

n
n

 th
e (lig

h
t b

ack
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

after h
is ex

trad
itio

n
, b

u
t h

e w
o

u
ld

n
 L

 
talk then either 

R
ay

 w
as tu

rn
ed

 o
v
er to

 T
en

n
essee 

au
th

o
rities u

p
o
n
 h

is retu
rn

 an
d
 h

e w
as 

not 
in

te
rv

ie
w

e
d
 th

e
n
, e

ith
e
r. O

n
 

M
arch

 1
0
, 1

9
5
9
. R

ay
 ag

reed
 to

 p
lead

 
guilty in exchange D

ot the 99-yearsen-
tence. 

Im
m

ed
iately

 alter th
at, th

e assist. 
an

t atto
rn

ey
 g

en
era! In

 ch
arg

e o
f civ

il 
rig

h
ts in

stru
cted

 th
e F

B
I to

 attem
p
t 

to interview
 R

ay, the spokesm
an said. 

T
h

e F
B

I d
id

 m
eet w

ith
 R

ay
 o

n
 M

arch
 

1
3

 an
d

 M
arch

 1
4

, 1
9

6
9

, acco
rd

in
g

 to
 

F
B

I files. b
u
t h

e "p
ro

v
id

ed
 n

o
 p

erti-
n

en
t in

fo
rm

atio
n

." T
h

e sp
o

k
esm

an
 

said
 R

ay
 sim

p
ly

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t talk

 w
ith

 
them

 about the case. 

B
ell 

T
h
e task

 fo
rce w

h
ich

 rev
iew

ed
 th

e 
case w

ro
te flay

 o
n

 D
ec 1

5
. 1

9
7

6
 th

at 
th

ey
 w

o
u

ld
 lik

e to
 in

terv
iew

 h
im

. A
l-

th
o
u
g
h
 h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t a

n
sw

e
r th

e
 ta

sk
 

force d
irectly

, in
 a D

ec. 2
0
. 1

9
7
6
 let-

ter in
 L

esar, R
ay

 said
, h

e ag
reed

 w
ith

 
"your advice opposing the interview

," 
"A

t th
e p

resen
t I b

eliev
e th

e o
n
ly

 
b

o
d

y
 I sh

o
u

ld
 testify

 b
efo

re is a ju
ry

," 
R

ay said. 
In

 a
 le

tte
r In

 N
e
w

 Y
o

rk
 T

im
e
s 

co
lu

m
n

ist A
n

th
o

n
y

 L
ew

is rev
ealed

 1
0

 
d

a
y

s la
te

r, fla
y

 re
p

o
rte

d
ly

 v
o

lu
n

-
te

e
re

d
 to

 te
stify

 u
n

d
e
r o

a
th

 to
 th

e
 

H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassina-
tions. 

B
u
t L

esar said
 T

h
u
rsd

ay
 th

at w
as 

reale: a jab
 at th

e n
ew

s m
ed

ia, n
o
t a 

leg
itim

ate o
ffer to

 testify
 L

esar said
 

R
ay

 w
as an

g
ered

 o
v
er fav

o
rab

le re-
v
iew

s g
iv

en
 a b

o
o
k
 o

n
 th

e K
in

g
 m

u
r- 

d
er —

 G
eo

rg
e M

cM
illan

's ''T
h
e M

ak
- 

in
g

 o
f A

n
 A

ssassin
"—

an
d

 th
at th

e 
o
ffer w

as actu
ally

 a sarcastic ch
al- 

len
g
e, in

 essen
ce th

at h
e w

o
u
ld

 talk
 to

 
th

e co
m

m
ittee after L

ew
is an

d
 so

m
e 

o
th

er rep
o
rters d

id
. 

"Q
u
ite o

b
v
io

u
sly

 th
ere w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

o
 

reaso
n

 to
 call th

em
," L

esar said
. "It 

w
a
s a

 ja
b
 a

t th
e
 n

e
w

s m
e
d
ia

 fo
r 

carry
in

g
 u

n
critical an

d
 g

lo
w

in
g
 ac-

counts of a childish book." 
L

esar said he has corresponded w
ith 

R
ay

 sev
eral tim

es sin
ce th

en
 an

d
 th

at 

P
a
y
 h

a
s m

a
d
e
 g

e
n
e
ra

l c
o
m

m
e
n
ts 

ab
o
u
t th

e o
ffer to

 testify
, b

u
t n

o
th

in
g
. 

he w
ould divulge. 

• 
A

 spokesm
an for the !louse com

m
it-

tee said
 T

h
u
rsd

ay
 It h

as reach
ed

 n
o
 

ag
reem

en
ts fo

r R
ay

 to
 testify

. B
ell 

ra
id

 h
e
 w

ill w
a
it to

 se
e
 w

h
a
t th

e
 

Iln
u
.se

 p
ro

b
e
 tu

rn
s u

p
 b

e
fo

re
• h

e
 

lau
n
ch

es a Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t in

v
es-

tig
atio

n
. 

R
ay

 h
as b

een
 seek

in
g
 a trial in

 th
e 

K
in

g
 case sin

ce sh
o

rtly
 after h

e co
n

-
fessed

 to
 th

e m
u
rd

er. H
is p

leas h
av

e 
b
een

 tu
rn

ed
 d

o
w

n
 b

y
 th

e T
en

n
essee 

co
u
rts an

d
 th

o
se d

ecisio
n
s h

av
e b

een
 

upheld by the U
.S

. S
uprem

e C
ourt. 

B
u
t Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t so

u
rc

e
s 

T
h
u
rsd

ay
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t ru

le o
u
t a trial 

fo
r R

ay
 if th

ey
 co

u
ld

 b
e co

n
v
in

ced
 

th
ere is n

ew
 ev

id
en

ce th
at w

o
u
ld

 an
• 

sw
er so

m
e o

f th
e lin

g
erin

g
 q

u
estio

n
s. 

T
h
at m

ig
h
t b

e th
e ty

p
e o

f "leg
al co

n
-

sid
eratio

n
" B

ell co
u
ld

 o
ffer. B

ell said
 

h
e w

ill co
o
rd

in
ate ao

y
 effo

rts w
ith

 
T

ennessee authorities. 

L
esar co

n
ten

d
s th

at "R
ay

 w
as set 

n
p
 b

y
 th

e p
erso

n
s w

h
o
 co

n
sp

ired
 to

 
sh

o
o
t D

r. K
in

g
, to

 tak
e th

e rap
 fo

r a 
crim

e h
e d

id
 n

o
t co

m
m

it," 
T

h
e atto

rn
ey

 said
 R

ay
 "d

id
 n

o
t w

ill-
ingly participate in the conspiracy and 
that he did not shoot D

r. K
ing." 


