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g
in

g
 

C
IA

 co
m

p
licity in

 th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. 

H
e

 a
sse

m
b

le
d

 a
n

 o
u

tsta
n

d
in

g
 g

ro
u

p
. F

irst, O
lse

n
 se

le
cte

d
 W

e
r-

n
e
r U

. S
p
itz, ch

ie
f m

e
d
ica

l e
xa

m
in

e
r o

f W
a
yn

e
 C

o
u
n
ty, D

e
tro

it, 

M
ich

ig
a

n
. H

e
 w

a
s a

n
 e

xp
e

rt fro
m

 a
 city n

o
to

rio
u

s fo
r h

a
vin

g
 m

o
re

 

m
u
rd

e
rs th

a
n
 a

n
y o

th
e
r m

a
jo

r city in
 th

e
 co

u
n
try. B

e
ca

u
se

 a
 m

a
jo

r 

p
o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e
 e

vid
e
n
ce

 in
vo

lve
d
 th

e
 X

 ra
ys, O

lse
n
 p

icke
d
 a

n
 o

u
t-

sta
n
d
in

g
 ra

d
io

lo
g
ist, F

re
d
 J. H

o
d
g
e
s Ill, p

ro
fe

sso
r o

f ra
d
io

lo
g
y a

t 

T
h
e
 Jo

h
n
s H

o
p
kin

s S
ch

o
o
l o

f M
e
d
icin

e
 in

 B
a
ltim

o
re

. 

T
o
 ro

u
n
d
 o

u
t th

e
 p

a
n
e
l, O

lse
n
 p

icke
d
 e

xp
e
rts fa

m
ilia

r w
ith

 b
u
lle

t 

w
o

u
n

d
s a

n
d

 re
a

ctio
n

s to
 w

o
u

n
d

s: L
t. C

o
l. R

o
b

e
rt R

. M
cM

e
e

kin
, 

ch
ie

f o
f th

e
 d

ivisio
n

 o
f a

e
ro

sp
a

ce
 p

a
th

o
lo

g
y o

f th
e

 A
rm

e
d

 F
o

rce
s 

In
stitu

te
 o

f P
a
th

o
lo

g
y in

 W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
; R

ich
a
rd

 L
in

d
e
n
b
e
rg

, d
ire

c-

to
r o

f n
e
u
ro

p
a
th

o
lo

g
y a

n
d
 le

g
a
l m

e
d
icin

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 M

a
ryla

n
d
 D

e
-

p
a
rtm

e
n
t o

f M
e
n
ta

l H
e
a
lth

; a
n
d
 A

lfre
d
 G

. O
livie

r, d
ire

cto
r o

f th
e
 

D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t o

f B
io

p
h

ysics a
t th

e
 B

io
m

e
d

ica
l L

a
b

o
ra

to
rie

s o
f E

d
g

e
-

w
o
o
d
 A

rse
n
a
l a

t th
e
 A

b
e
rd

e
e
n
 P

ro
vin

g
 G

ro
u
n
d
s in

 M
a
ryla

n
d
.' 

T
h

e
 p

a
n

e
l m

e
t a

t th
e

 N
a

tio
n

a
l A

rch
ive

s in
 W

a
sh

in
g

to
n

, w
h

e
re

 

the evidence of the assassination is located. I attended that m
eeting 

a
n
d
 fo

r th
e
 first tim

e
 sa

w
 w

h
a
t h

a
d
 n

e
ve

r b
e
e
n
 se

e
n
 b

e
fo

re
 b

y a
n
y 

la
w

ye
r se

rvin
g
 w

ith
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
—

th
e
 a

ctu
a
l p

h
o
to

-

g
ra

p
h

s a
n

d
 X

 ra
ys ta

ke
n

 o
f th

e
 a

u
to

p
sy o

f K
e

n
n

e
d

y. 

T
h

e
 p

a
n

e
l w

a
s u

n
a

n
im

o
u

s in
 co

n
clu

d
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a

s n
o

 m
e

d
-

ica
l e

vid
e
n
ce

 o
f a

n
y b

u
lle

ts strikin
g
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y e

xce
p
t fro

m
 th

e
 re

a
r. 

M
e

a
n

w
h

ile
 G

ro
d

in
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
r a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 se

n
sa

tio
n

a
lists w

e
re

 

a
g

g
re

ssive
ly p

ro
m

o
tin

g
 o

n
 co

lle
g

e
 ca

m
p

u
se

s th
e

ir fa
lse

 th
e

sis th
a

t 

th
e
 Z

a
p
ru

d
e
r film

 p
ro

ve
d
 th

e
re

 w
a
s a

 sh
o
t fire

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 fro

n
t. 

T
he copies of the film

 show
n w

ere not nearly as clear as the original 

p
rin

t, w
h

ich
 w

a
s o

w
n

e
d

 b
y T

im
e

, In
c. F

ro
m

 so
u

rce
s in

sid
e

 th
e

 

T
im

e
 o

rg
a

n
iza

tio
n

, I le
a

rn
e

d
 th

a
t th

e
 Z

a
p

ru
d

e
r film

 w
a

s b
e

co
m

in
g

 

• D
r. M

cM
e
e
kin

 is a
 fo

re
n
sic p

a
th

o
lo

g
ist w

h
o
 h

a
d
 d

o
n
e
 e

xte
n
sive

 stu
d
ie

s in
 th

e
 fie

ld
 o

f 

accident reconstruction, utilizing com
puter-assisted analysis of the reactions of hum

an body 
co

m
p
o
n
e
n
ts to

 th
e
 a

p
p
lica

tio
n
 o

f va
rio

u
s fo

rce
s. D

r. L
in

d
e
n
b
e
rg

 is a
 p

ro
m

in
e
n
t a

u
th

o
rity 

in
 th

e
 fie

ld
 o

f n
e
u
ro

p
a
th

o
lo

g
y, th

a
t is, th

e
 p

a
th

o
lo

g
y o

f th
e
 b

ra
in

 a
n
d
 n

e
rvo

u
s syste

m
. D

r. 

S
pitz is a forensic pathologist w

ho has had extensive experience w
ith gunshot w

ounds and 

is a
n

 e
d

ito
r o

f a
 te

xtb
o

o
k o

n
 fo

re
n

sic p
a

th
o

lo
g

y. D
r. H

o
d

g
e

s is a
 sp

e
cia

list in
 ra

d
io

lo
g

y 

and surgery associated w
ith the brain and nervous system

. In 1973-74 he served as president 

o
f th

e
 A

m
e

rica
n

 S
o

cie
ty o

f N
e

u
ro

ra
d

io
lo

g
y. D

r. O
livie

r h
a

s co
n

d
u

cte
d

 n
u

m
e

ro
u

s e
xp

e
ri-

m
ents to study the effects on anim

als and hum
ans of penetrating w

ounds from
 high-velocity 

b
u

lle
ts. D

rs. S
p

itz, L
in

d
e

n
b

e
rg

, a
n

d
 H

o
d

g
e

s h
o

ld
 fa

cu
lty p

o
sitio

n
s in

 th
e

 M
e

d
ica

l S
ch

o
o

ls 

o
f W

ayne S
ta

te
 U

n
ive

rsity, th
e
 U

n
ive

rsity o
f M

a
ryla

n
d
, a

n
d
 T

h
e
 Jo

h
n
s H

o
p
kin

s U
n
ive

rsity, 

_respectively. 
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a "
h

ot p
otato"

 an
d

 th
ey w

an
ted

 to get rid
 of it. O

n
e w

ou
ld

 h
ave 

thought that the m
ost logical thing to do w

ould be to have donated 
th

e film
 to th

e N
ation

al A
rch

ives, w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot on

ly h
ave 

m
a

d
e it availab

le for sch
olars in

 years to com
e b

u
t w

ou
ld

 also 
h

ave given
 th

e corp
oration

 a tax d
ed

u
ction

. H
ow

ever, som
eon

e 
in

sid
e th

e organ
ization

—
an

d
 I d

o n
ot k

n
ow

 w
h

o—
th

ou
gh

t th
at 

th
e b

est w
ay to get rid

 of th
e "

h
ot p

otato"
 w

as to give it b
ack

 to 
th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er fam
ily, from

 w
h

om
 it h

ad
 b

een
 p

u
rch

ased
 for ap

-
proxim

ately $150,000. I felt this w
as fundam

entally w
rong. 

I track
ed

 d
ow

n
 th

e attorn
ey w

h
o w

as h
an

d
lin

g th
e m

atter for 
T

im
e. H

is nam
e w

as K
ent Sm

ith. W
e had several conversations in 

late M
arch

 an
d

 early A
p

ril, 1975. I p
oin

ted
 ou

t to h
im

 w
h

y 1 
b

elieved
 it w

ou
ld

 b
e in

 th
e p

u
b

lic in
terest to h

ave th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er 

film
 an

d
 slid

es d
on

ated
 to th

e N
ation

al A
rch

ives. I also p
oin

ted
 

ou
t w

h
y th

is w
ou

ld
 b

e in
 th

e in
terest of th

e stock
h

old
ers of th

e 
com

pany, since there w
ould be a tax deduction involved. 

N
everth

eless, T
im

e, In
c., stead

fastly refu
sed

 to h
on

or m
y re-

quest. T
hen I took a different tack. O

n A
pril 5, 1975, I w

rote M
r. 

S
m

ith
 an

d
 su

ggested
 th

at if th
ey d

id
 n

ot w
an

t to d
on

ate th
e film

 
and slides to the N

ational A
rchives, "then as an alternative I sug-

gest that it [T
im

e, Inc.] consider selling to a nonprofit, charitable 
fou

n
d

ation
 th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er film
 an

d
 slid

es an
d

 assign
in

g all of th
e 

corp
oration

's righ
ts...."

 I su
ggested

 th
at th

is cou
ld

 b
e d

on
e at a 

price higher than w
hat had been paid to A

braham
 Z

apruder, and 
th

at th
is w

ou
ld

 b
e in

 th
e p

u
b

lic in
terest. I also called

 M
r. S

m
ith

 
an

d
 told

 h
im

 th
at I b

elieved
 th

at I cou
ld

 fin
d

 som
e ch

aritab
le 

fou
n

d
ation

 th
at w

ou
ld

 p
u

rch
ase th

e film
 an

d
 slid

es an
d

 w
ou

ld
 

then in turn m
ake them

 available for scholars or in the alternative 
turn them

 over to the N
ational A

rchives. 
F

inally, T
im

e told
 m

e th
at th

ey w
ere "

too far d
ow

n
 th

e road
"

 
w

ith
 th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er fam
ily an

d
 th

ey w
ou

ld
 n

ot h
on

or an
y of m

y 
req

u
ests. I su

b
seq

u
en

tly fou
n

d
 ou

t from
 sou

rces in
sid

e T
im

e 
m

agazin
e th

at T
im

e sold
 it b

ack
 to th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er fam
ily for a 

n
om

in
al fee—

less th
an

 $1,000. 
T

he person w
ho had actually first contacted A

braham
 Z

apruder 
after the assassination w

as D
an R

ather, of C
B

S, w
ho, after finding 

Z
ap

ru
d

er, took
 th

e film
 an

d
 w

as ab
le to h

ave th
e p

rocessin
g of 

th
e film

 exp
ed

ited
. In

 M
ay 1988, w

h
en

 I related
 to D

an
 R

ath
er 

m
y Z

apruder film
—

T
im

e m
agazine story, he found it hard to believe 

that T
im

e, Inc., had given the film
 back to the Z

apruder fam
ily 

instead of donating it to the N
ational A

rchives. 
A

braham
 Z

apruder fooled not only the general public but also 
the W

arren C
om

m
ission into thinking that the $25,000 he turned 

over to O
fficer T

ip
p

it's w
id

ow
 rep

resen
ted

 all p
roceed

s h
e re- C

I 16"
/1-6
,
 
t

h
i€ 

ceived from
 T

im
e, Inc., for his film

. R
eally, this just represented 

 

th
e d

ow
n

p
aym

en
t. T

h
ere w

as an
oth

er 5125,000 or m
ore th

at 

cam
e to h

im
. 

T
he public w

ould have been far better served if T
im

e, Inc., had 
turned the film

 over to the N
ational A

rchives. A
t the very least, it 

sh
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 sold
 to a n

on
p

rofit fou
n

d
ation

, on
e w

illin
g to 

pay a higher price and to m
ake the extrem

ely valuable property 
available to the N

ational A
rchives. I asked T

im
e, Inc., to consider 

these alternatives. T
he corporation refused. 

A
 greater frustration that spring involved public television. A

s 
I saw

 th
e d

ecep
tion

 b
ein

g u
sed

 b
y G

rod
in

 an
d

 h
is follow

ers, I 
recalled the equally deceptive M

ark L
ane and the film

 he m
ade 

ten years earlier. T
hat film

, though m
isleading and full of m

isrep-
resentations, w

as effective in reaching m
illions of people. I thought 

it should be countered w
ith a film

 of the vivid firsthand recollec-
tions of the key w

itnesses to the assassination of K
ennedy and the 

m
u

rd
er of T

ip
p

it—
a film

 th
at cou

ld
 b

e m
ad

e w
h

ile th
e p

eop
le 

w
ere still alive. 
I called an official of the P

ublic B
roadcasting Service (P

B
S), John 

M
ontgom

ery, w
ho once headed the Iow

a P
ublic B

roadcasting N
et-

w
ork and had m

oved to W
ashington to becom

e vice-president of 
program

m
ing of P

B
S. 

I p
oin

ted
 ou

t to h
im

 th
at on

e m
ajor p

rob
lem

 con
fron

tin
g th

e 
cou

n
try w

as lack
 of con

fid
en

ce in
 in

stitu
tion

s. If th
e p

u
b

lic d
id

 
not have confidence in the W

arren C
om

m
ission as an institution, 

the ripple effect could be very broad, I noted. 
M

ontgom
ery asked m

e to w
rite a form

al letter. O
n M

arch 18, 
1975, I w

rote as follow
s: 


