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. The commission, formed by
the state attorney general -to

to the East Baton Rouge Par-
ish (couPty) district attorney

Jtend.

why the’ commission

“We felt that was a matter
that - involved personal culpa-
bility. and addressed itself  to’
more: of ‘& grand jury investi-
gation.” i .

The'present parish district
attorney, Sargent Pitcher, who
will be. leaving office next
month, said he would'not take
action on: the case.-He said he
would ledye such action for in-
coming District ‘Attorney Os-
sie Brown; o ’

Guste told:a news conference
that the contmission had nar-
rowed the field of deputies
from whom the fatal shot
came ta six.. ,

‘An assistant attorney gen-
era] said that all .of the depu-
ties had been: interviewed and
none acknowledged firing the

1fatal shot, a: blasty’of, No. 4

buckshot. ,

~The assistant said it was un-
likély that authorities would
 ever be .able t0 pinpoint the
individaal unless he veluntar-
ily stepped forward. -
“late is a fragedy of the

‘wor'st ‘sort}” * Guste - said. g

shouldinever have: happer ed.”
i The viplence cana%d,'u\ge
weeks of. hoth the

Baton Rouge New,Otleans
‘campuses of - the: “predomis

“Rouge campus was
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\the Baton
cloged7ixutil’ Jan. New

Orleans campus has reinained

| opern, hut students hive been

boycotting classes. * - -
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Slain in the confrontation
werei students Denver Smith
of New Roads, La., and Leo-
nard Brown . of Gilbert, La.,
both 20 years old. They were
at the rear of a group of 45
students fleeing ~from the
#rant of the bollding after offi-
cérs oplened up with tear gas.
“.Gruste said the commission
concluded’ the two were felled
by a single! shot. They had a
total of 19 wounds and 10 pel-
lets were recovered from their
bodies.

_ The commission’s findings
differed from the conclusion|

of Gov. Edwin Edwards who,will be the creation of groups
“television|of specially trained state po-
films he saw showed students |lice arid National Guardsmen
had thrown thé first missile,
No evidence of students hav-|the future.
ing weapons was -found,

contended  that:

commission said.

Edwards told a press’confer-
ence that he would have no

comment on ‘the report be-
cause of the criminal implica-

tipns and possible grand jury

investigation.

However, he said that he
personally still disagrees with
the finding that police threw
the first object ’ohat set off the

melee. :

He also said that one result

to cope with such gituations in|

The governor had also cited
wreckage of the president’s of-
fice in the administration
building as clear evidence the
students had precipted the in-
cident.

The commission agreed that
students had taken over the
building, but-said damage and
disruption to the president’s
office has been insignificant.

The commission said that
state police lieutenant in
charge of a tactical squad

dents had . acknowledged
throwing a tear gas canister
underhanded into a group. of

Probe Finds Deputy Fired Shot

other evidence,” the report
said, “the commission hgs con-

cluded that the. lethal ‘shot

came from an area whera
sheriff’s deputles were de-
ployed.”

The NoV. 18 epitode beun,
the commission said, when stu-
dent leaders called on South-
ern University 'President G.
Leon Netterville to seek drop-
ping of charges against four
students who had -been’ ar
rested earlier that morning in

conneetion with preﬂous dem-
onstrations.

which formed in front of stu-|

students who refused to move.

That missile, which was de-
fective, and a second canister
tossed by: the same. ftrooper

| The second, byrst
over police ranks setting off
the melee.

Sheriff’s deputies\ wete
armed with shotguns loaded
with both tear gas shells and
buckshot shells -of both the
No. 4 and double-ought vari-
ety. No. 4 shot killed the stu~
dents.

“He did instruct his men to
load buckshot in the maga-

mission said. “Only upon &
specific order to lock and‘load
live ammunition were the
sheriffs deputies to S
buekshot into-the c@ambgs
their shotguns.

“Such an ordef was never

) qven "

1 .fhe - cemmission '::3' _
'} “Police specialists have un

{mously deterthined the an

gs it related to the administra-
tion building and to the stu-
dents who were shot.

. “On' the basis of this and

il

'were thrown back at police.
in a showér

zines of their shotguns but not
into the chambers,” the gomy’

'l and  estimated - the distanest
1#rom which the shot was fired
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