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L . Governor ‘Lets

- Finds Hzmself in a Tangle

MONDAY,

By J. D. Alexander
Washington Post Staff Writer

.= It was-a case of a politican -

,bemg shocked by his own
statements.

Louisiana Gov. Edwm W.
Edwards, who has been
‘caught up sinceé mid-October
in ‘protests, building occupa-
tions and, finally, death on

the campuses of his state’s

predominantly  black col-
leges, had, in his words, “let
my hair ‘down” before three
. federal officials and two re-
* portérs at lunch on Satur-
day.

41 have no doubt it was a
deputy ' shériff ‘who fired,”
the governor said, according

" ta 4 story by Los Angeles
Times reporter
. Chriss.

The governor reportedly
said ‘he was going to flre
Southern University presi-

_ dent- Leon Netterville, that
he. had little confidence in
Baton  Rouge Sheriff Al
Amiss . and that he was
ready, to accede to, ,students

. demands exeept one “con-
trot of the campus.”

The candor of the gover-
nor’s remarks led editors of
this newspaper, The Los An-
geles Times and, no doubt,
of dozens of other members
of the Post-Times. News
Service to hégin rearrang-
ing the front pages of -yes-
terday’s newspapers.

The Post was ready to
play Chriss’s story as the
“lead” of the front page.
The Los ‘Angeles Tlmesalso,
had it on page one. That is
until -Gov. Edwards heard
about the story.

He called ‘the Post first,
insisting that Chriss . had
misunderstood. “We were °
off the record,” he said. “He
violated 'my ‘confidence and
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" Post. I'm an editor with a.

NOVEMBER

“a basic ruleé of journalism.

He took advantage of my
hospitality.”

The governor explained
that he had invited Chriss,
an unidentified reporter for

the Voice of America and*

three staffers of the Justice
Deartment’s Community Re-
lations Service into the Gov-
ernor’'s Mansion “for some-
thing to eat ‘at my .own
table.”

What followed was frank
talk, “letting my hair down,”
as the governor, put it.

The governbr -said- he
couldn’t have said those
things; and “even, if I was
crazy erfough. to say them, 1
wouldn't be' crazy enough”
to put thehiion the record.
Tt was-9:30 p:ni. Saturday,

a half-hour away from an

edition . deadline for ,The’

helluva story in one hand,
and in the other, a :fele-

phone gnuttmg the nonstopv

voice of .a Eovernor quite

certain ‘that 'his words of’

earlier  in the. day. would
cause-him: trouble.

“Governor,? 1 said, “waita

the story was. released.
Word was sent to the news
service subscribers

No sooner had the word of .

the Times’ editors’ decision

reached The Post than the-
governor of Louisiana was

back on the phone,.

“Governor,” t asked, “dld
you know that Nick - Chnss
was a reporter"”

“Oh, yes, no questmn
about it he said. ut it
never occurred to rie that
he would not be intelligent
and wise enough to know
that letting my hair down
with. federal mediators . . .

It’s improper to use that for

the basis of a story.”

“Did you tell him it was .

off the iecord?”

[ didn't tell him it was ..
-off the-record. I just had
' confidence in the man.

“What I said . . . they
were suppositions . . obser-
vations . pmlons o Gov.

Edwards: contmued

“\Well *how T might have

minute. It's not my story.’
You've got to take your case

to the Los Angeles Times.”

He did, and ali the Post
had at 10 p.m. as the dead-
line passed was a helluva
story being denied the pub-
lic coast to coast. *

- The Los Angeles Tlmes’ .
editors decided to put a-hold :

on Chriss’s story until-they
could contact him insBaton
Rouge, La. A mandatory kill
was sent out to subscribers
of the_ Post—Ttmes
Service. -

The Los Angeles Times.

held on far 30 minutes, and
like the Post missed an -edi-
tion, until editors were able

to reach Chriss at a Baton )

Rouge restaurant.

“he replied.

‘News

said. there -was no’ doubt it

could have happened that
way,” Edwards said. He ex-
plained that. he had offered
several “supposmons - it

could have been a deputy

sheriff, a student or an ex-
ploding bomb.” ‘
. I asked about his remarks
on Sheriff Amiss. ..
«1.didn’t say that at all,”
“] -said  he just
got elected about six months
ago, he hasn’t’ had any f6r-

- mal training in that kind of
confrontation. His deputies

haven't ‘had .any kind of
trammg/for this kind- of con-
frontation.” .

, told them to Let, it stapd?];e
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There was no misunger-
standing, he told them, and Gov. Edwards insisted

{hat throughout his lunch-

“son he was talking-frankly
for the ears of ‘the federal -
. officials—but not for {he e-
'~ porters or for public print

' “What’s going to’ hqp n
in thé wake of that

" story?” the governor Md

“It's too great a price ‘to pay
down here for that kipd of '

story. He (Chrlss) hgd ‘to
_know.”,

Repo#ter Chriss, mehedg
by -telephone. about. 11 pm.

Saturday by ‘The Post, said,
“My story stands.” .
Chriss said  he'd:. hwd

long talk . with. Edwarﬂs ,

press  secretary - Dale
Thorne, and 'in its. course,

the governor began to ’back ‘

off hig denials.

“Well, let the ’lead

stand »» Chrigs said Thorhe’

told him, “But ehminaee the.
paragraph about firing. A;he

I

president of the schpal and |

elimipate  the sent,eme
about the sheriff.’ ”» .« s
“1 talked to my desl

way ‘it is,” Chrlss said,
adding:
“The governor is teuing it

like it is, and he .ought not

. to be worried about if.”
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