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UNITED STATES DEPARTMLENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer o December 24, 1975

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL AGENT
ROBERT M. BARRETT,
DECEMBER 17, 1975

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter-
viewed by Comuittee Staff member Paul Wallach, in Room
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward.

At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the
Committee was attempting to determine whether or not
there was any basis for reopening of the case of the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after the
assassination.

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,
D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.
C., for this irterview. Fe was told I arrived about
5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI
Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-
ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1375,
for this interview.

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspector JJghn Hotis of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of
this dicscursiczcn ang I advised hinm that I had ashed Mr.
Hotis 1f he knew the reason why I was being interviewed by
the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role
in the assassination investigation.
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I told lir. Wallach that Mr. Hotis had furthcr ‘in-
. formed e that I should dccline to answer any questions as
: to scnsitive sources, sencitive techniques, on-going investi-
gations, and any information received from a third agency.

Mr. Wallach asked if T had talked to FE;_Eﬂnl_DnlzL
and Le wes informed r. Dzly was in and out of the office fre-

quently &a that I had had very little conversation witih hiim.
Mrr. Wallach asked how lorg I had talked with lir. Fotis, ana I
told hii the above convercation was very brief, that I was
originally informad the interview was to take place at 10:00 '
! AM, that this was svlksegucntly changed to 2:00 it and that I
. had cpent the time in Kr. Hotis' office waiting and occasionally
discussing other unrelated matters.
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I also tcld Mr. Wallach that I had been interviecued
. earlier ar Necenhar 17, 1975, by Assistant Director larold
N. Basscii, and Deputy Ascistent PDivector J. 2 igson CointiCy.
NMr. Waliach asked what this interview was zbout, and I told
him I was cuestioncd as to any knowledge I had cf Lee Harvey

cwald coming to the TBI ¢ffice in balles prior to the esscs-
sinatica and lecving a no.e for Special Agent Jomes Houis,
- I told Mr. Wallach what I had previously told Mr. Bassett,
A that some four or five monthis after the assassination I was
' asked by scmeonc in the Dallas ffice, vhose iderntity T can't
recail, (bccause what this unrccalled person acked me wos a
rumor and insignificant) if I had heard the rumor that Oswald
had com~ to the balias Office where he acsked Nan Fenncr, the
Recepiionist, to sce Hosty. 1 recall there being no irention
of any note lefi by Oswald, nor did llosty, or anyone ¢lce in
Dallas cver talk to me akbout the incident, the note or the-
contcnts of the note. Mr. Wallach asked if I had repeorted to
anyone in Dalles at thc time the &bove incident and Mr.
1;{: wallach was advised I did not report a rumor and that I

1

trcated it as a rumor, in that I promptly forgot about it as
1 was very busy at the time conducting investigations of other
matters having to do with the assassination.
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of
my right to counsel and I stated this had becen done. . Mr.
wallach then adviced me of my right to counsel and my right
to refusc to answver any questions. I advised MNr. Wallach I
was awvare of my rights.

Mr. Wallasch advised me that recorded results of

this intervicw would later be ava.lable to me, in Washington,

D.C. I ashked i: I would be furniched a copy &nd if a coz_

would be furnished the Bureau. I was informed that the Bureau
- would not be furnished a copy nox wourd anyone, other than my-
| sc¢lf, from the Bureasu, have access to this report. I was @lso
told that I would ke advised by mail when I could have access
to the rejport. Mr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnishec
a copy. lie also said I could request the presence of a Senator
during the interview, which rcequest I did not malie.

fr. Wallach then ashed akout my Bureau carser and
assignments pricr to November 22, 1963. He was advised of ry
assignments in Phoenix from 1952 to 1954, in Amerillo, Texas,
from 1954 toc 1956, arnd in Dallas from 1956 to 196C. Ir.
Walluch inzuired ¢o o what Xind of investigative work I we
doing as oI lovember 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily
was assigned to investigations having to do with organized
crime, garmbling, and criminal intelligence, and occasinnally
some involved civil richts caces, and some extortion cases.
Mr. Wallach asked hew long I haé becen doing such work ani who
else in the Dallas Office was cither working with me ox ceoing
similar vork. I told him I had becn working these type cascs
since llovemter, 1957, znd that I was acsisted by SA Iven D.
Lec from about 1960, or so, until the assassinctiony at which
tire Lee and I were both assigned to the assassination investi-
gation, primarily, for about a ycar.
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Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket
informant” and after I gave him my definiticn, he asked if I
had any in bdlias. I defined a "hip pockct informant" as a
source of information whose identity was never made Known nor
was there ever any record made that such a person was being
used as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never cmploycd
“hip pocket informants" in Dallas or elsewhere.
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Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of, or had heard of

vCarlos" Tiafficzute of Tampa, and Carlos Marcello of HMNew

- . Ooriconsz, Louisiana. I suid that in investigations of or-
ganized crime natters, I had become acquainted with thecse
names, but 1 believed the correct name was Santos Trafficante,
to which Mr. Wallach agreced. Mr. Vallach asked if I knew of
2 man newmod Melillie (Phoretic) and I said I could not recall
ever hoving heerd of thils name. .

Kyr. Wallach asted if I knew of Jack Ruby. I said
I hed krown fwhy as the owner or operator of two Delilas night

~—~a clubs, thot vere frequented by pimps, prostitutes and persons
: involvad in criminal activities. I was asked if I had ever
. talked ©o Ruby and I saié I had on maylbe two occasions prior

to Novowkhor 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of
Lhesce conversations, other than it most likely had to céo with
persons who frcyucnted Ruly's night cluks.

Mr. Vallach asked if 1 was aware of a conncciien
. of Ruby with Trafficantc, with Marcello, and with PMcllillie
(Phonetic). 1 said I was not aware of any conrection by Ruby
with ary of thozs perscns and repected that I did not recall
the name McWillie. .
'é ' Mr. Wallach acked if I was acquainted with the term

*pCcI" - “"potentizl crimirzl informant', if I knew Jack Rubhy

was a PCT of the Dallas Oifice, and if I knew the identity ol

the FBI 7fgent in Dallas, e "red headed fellow" vho had had

Ruby assigned to him, and which Agent was later disciplined

or transferred. I had just begun to answer lr. Wallach,

vhen U, §. Scnetor Richard D. Sehveicker, of Pennsylvania,

entered the reom at 2333 Pl and therecafter took part jointly

in the interrogation of ma with Mr. Wallach, after introducing

himsclf. lir. Wallach briefly revicwed with Senator Schvieicler

what had previously transpired in the intervicw. Senator

- Schweicker asked if T knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
aware of Ruby's conncctjons with organized crime.
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I stated that my investigation of organized crime
and criminal intellicence matters in Dalles were prinarily
concerned with the activities of Joseph Francis Civello
and hic associctes and the activities of a roving band of
criminzls, not connected with Civello, who usced Dallas as
a base for their activitics. I stzted that in these inverti-
gations ncither I nor 84 Lee had hecoime aware of any in- .
volve: .cnt by Ruby in corganived crize matters or any asso-
ciaticn with the persons who were the subjects of our investi-
gatsone.

At this point, 2:37 Pii, Scnator Schweicker asked
Mr. Wallach if I had been sworn, and when +old that T had
nct, Sznator Schuweicker placed me under oath, rmaking reference
to all the ancvers I had given prier to Lbeing sworn, as well
ay Lhooe I owould give cfter holng cwern. '

I pointed out that if Ruby had been involvcad in
organized crime natters, such as association with Trafficante
or lorccllo, ana tlids hed beccne ncwvn to the dlI, I was surce
I, as &n hoent assigned to organined crime invecstigations in
pallas where Luby recided, would have becn so adviscd and
that this was not the case.

In answer to the qucstions about Ruby being a
PCI, I stated I had heard something after Hovember 24, 1963,
that an Akgent in Dallas bid at onc time orcncd a PCI case on
Ruby, but I did not know any details such as when this oc-
currcd, the name of Lhe Agent, and I was not aware that this
Aocnt, wvhocver he was, had been disciplined kccause of any
dealings with Ruby or for having Ruby as a PCI.

Senator Schweicler then acked if when a person is
designated a rci, the Avent males such a rccommendation to
his supcrior -end that Ruby had becen made a PCI beceausc of
his connections with organized crime. I explained that a
person can bc designated a PCI by the Aqgent lLecause of his
associaticn with the criminal element, his residence, his
employment, or for any of a number of recasons, and that this
person may never furnish any pertinent or uscful. information
or be of any value. Senator Echweicker then acked if PCIs
woere not paid and I said they were only paid when they
furnished pertinent or good usecful information only on a
C.0.D. basis. I was asked if Ruby had ecver been paid and
I said I had no hnowledyce of any such payment.
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—;% I was asked if I had any opportunity to sce
' OswaXd in tho police department -t that time or any other
subsaquent time and T stated to the best of my knowledge

~ . Osvald had Lceen taken to the office of Captain "Willl
e : Fritz, that I ncver did go to Captain Fritz's office at
\Mi ' any time on November 22, 23, or 24, 1963, ané that I had

! ncve: personally observed Oswald subsequent to his arrest
- in the theater in Osk Cliff. '

At this poeint in the interrogetion, Mr. Wallach'
asked e if I knew that disciplinary action by the Dureasu had
becn taken ecainst g (James) liosty, I advised them that T
, wes aware of this through ry association with Hosty in Dallas.
: I was then asked if I knew that some Assistant Directors of
the 3l Lhad been disciplineé Leceuse of their handling of
' certain motters in the assassination investigation. I stated
I was not cwere of this and had no knowlcdge cof any such
disciplinery action.

- Mr. Wailach then asked we if 1 had attcended a

"going away" party hcld, not in the Dallas Cffice, for Hosty

by his fricnds in Dallas. I stated I did not reccall ary

such party cnd further felt that if there had been such a party
I vould have koen invited andg veuld have attencded because

Bosty and T wore in the same car pocl, we attendcd the same
church, we belonged to the same clubs, and I had cocached

his son on the school foothall team, and further, that many

- : of liosty's friends were also my fricends.

I was asked if I recalled a conference being held
by SAC J. Gordon Shanklin on the carly morning of November
23, 1%G3, . in which Acents of the Dallaes Office were given
instructiors on investigation to be conducted that day. I
stated that I recalled reporting to work on Saturday, Noveombeor
23, at alout 6:00 Al after having worked to about 3:00 AM
(:j ‘that sanie morning from the Friday before, and I did not recall

any such confcrence held by lr. Shanklin.

_ I was askced if there had not been a conference on
- the morniny of November 24, 1263, in wvhich Mr. Shanklin in-

' structed the Dallas Laocnts not to go near the arca at the
city jail where Oswald was being removed that day and 1
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stated I did recall those instructions, and further, I nod

been inctructed, along with gA,ngg_g&tggsJ to go to KRLD-
. TV Siution to obtain any pertincnt ph craphs that that
7 staticn nicht have and further, that while there I had ob-
'servcd, on closcd circuit televisicn, the Oswald sheotiing
in the bascment of tlie police departiment. I wac ashked if I
had any knowledge of a telephone call rcceived by the I'DI

durinru the nicht of lNoverber 23-27, 1963, cortaining e .
threat against Cswald. 1 said that to the best of iy knov-
ledgr, I did recell sonething to the effect that SA iii n

Newse had been on duty duxlnc the ea.ly morning hours of
Noverber 24 at the Dallas FBI Office and had received such

o= a call, I could rot recall at this time who was the source
of thic information nor éid I recall any deteils as to the
.- conterts of the call.
Mr. Wallach then acked if there hed not been scome
-— ' occanions whea Agente of the Delias &Iilice hed een discus-
sing the assassination and discussing whether ox not it wos
th011 opinions that it was the act of one man acting aleore
— or was a confpll cy. I stated T was sure that there had keen

such Gizcuscicons on an informal bacis but that I could not
recall any dctuoile or anything as to when such diccussicns
were hecld or who was prerment and, further, that I was sure
that cveryonc coangcted with the investigaition would have
made coin2 personal conclusions.

At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it was not
true that Mr, Chanklin or some other Bureau official hed
given cxplicit dircctions that the investigetion vas to
establish that Oswald acted alonc in connection with the
assassination. EBefore I could ancwer this question, Hr.
Wallach stated that such information had been receivcd from
other I'iI Agents. I stated that this was net so, that I Adid

) not belicve any other Zgents had made such statcmcntu, and
i' further, that we had, to the contrary, been given instructionc
. to conduct our investigation in an effort to cstabllsh all
the focts to identify all persons involved.

At this point, which was about 4: 23 PM, Scnator
Schweicker left the room and did not takc any furthcr part
in the intcrrogation. .
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