Les Whittem 9/13/71
1401 16 St., NW
Wash, D.C. 20036

Deary Iras'

1'11 probably phone you later this morning gbout this, Iwnritec on the chance you are
away or out and because I went a rocord for Yim Lesar, who is familiar with parts of
what follous.

I think there is another story in your todary's column on Manfred Baron. I also think
? know \in the sense of &) having sesn snd b) about) Baron as "Fat Men Williams.® Perhaps
"Pat Man'filliamson,.®

if 1 am correct I have a friendly relationship with hds lawysr of that psriod and
be was where no federal informent should have basn the lsst half of October 1874.

He was in the same special “emphis County jedl's oell with Yames BarliRay.

That cell was originally about 6 cells made over into a special holding tenk, all
outside view blecked by spécisl steel plates as directed by the U.S.Burcau of Prisons.
4% was air conditioned but Fat Man walked around in it in his underwear. e really
is incrzdibly fat, as Jim should remember. We hoth ssw hdm the first day “ay was there.
By the way. Jpbn gy was also in the same cell, The U.S.Marshal, who impressed me very
favorably, told me he arranged it for compascionate reasons. I can still believe it.

411 the Rays are petty oriminels but Jolm's story is £arout. There iz a pretty
good ease that the FBI framed him and that he continues to be treated unjastly. “im hes
this more than I now, I merely began it and turned it over %o him,

If the pro}cut‘.bon had not been trsating me like the Nixon geng thought of Ellsberg
I'd not have had time to learn sbout Fat Man, However, they kept the pressure on, mads
the threats overtly, so I félt I had to take the initiative to get thom off my back so I
could work, There was more than vim and I could do = or were able 0.

I had locked Jay Fred Triedman up on earlier trips to Memphis becaunse he had been
co-counsel for the man I nicimamsd Bourbon Charlie, the only claimed King asssssination
eye-ujfiness who was a wituess %o nothing. I like Jay “red and he impressed me ss 2 good
erimingl lawyer. Se when Senry %aile and hias Orec Hayfes wers pulling these txicks and
made overt threats o "get" me, I decided I necded counsel other than Ray's. I thereiore
phoned Jay Fred. It was the Sunday of a holiday weekend. 3ud was in “risco, Jim and I were
et the Albert Pick. “ay “red phonsd me from the lobby, which was within view of all trose
who always reported to tie local presscution hn return for all the businesa with
sequestered juries - they even opened Yim's mail frou tfe Suprase Coird ) aad then came
up to our connecting rooms, leaving his wife aad youngest soa in tha Jobby. Uk, yes, the
state AQ's people were is the same motel and kmew the Fibedmans. Yay _red said my room was
bugged, checked the phone and found it ¢lear, and then said lets walik outside whers we
can be private. lie led me to his wife and scz, introduced us and then ke and I alone walked
onto the Pick's parking lot and spoke about the sitéation for maybe & half hour, He said
okay, he'd wepresent me and if asnything happened 1t would be fune. Telsd me how to yeach him
because of his in-court schedule ani then asked me I'd care to share their left-over venisocn.
I needed a night off so I gladly accepted. We walked back to the front of the motel, which
has & long sidewalk beginring at the corner, As we got to this corner Ehs. Fifedman, a
Tkrmitide beautiful young woman, wes there. She slipped up to me from my right, gave me the
blgzest smile as she slipped her left arm around my Haist, told me to do the same with her
and asf she said this through a wide grin she put her head on my shoulder. I was taken wuite
by surprise. 1 did exactly as she szid not knouwing why for a short while. Once I looked
toward where we were walldng, the main entrance, I saw why. 4t was like from 2 movie. There,
his eyes failjy bugsing out of his head, was Orco William Joe faynes of the State DA's office.



LTy

It was a very pleasant ewvening in allways. Both Fidedmens are excellent cookse They
have finest wine cellar I've ever seen. It is en air-c:nditioned part of the home
thse’ built, above ground.

Bafore Jay Fred was in his office the next morning the State AG had phoned three or
four times to ack what he and I were doing together. Jim has a friend who heppened to be
there doing some legal research. Fonally Jay “red took the call and murmered only that he
had wanted to meet theman whose investigation had reopened the cage and that we had a
Pleasant evand.ng. They prossed him, got nothing, but thereafter hassled me no more. They
#xx merely had “im and me under ushicder survellianecs. I think it more likely this was by
the Nemphis cops and ¢ 2 reports sre one of ths reasons those intelligsncs, inspectional
wiit files had to be destroyed when they were ebout to be foreed onen by court action.

Aay<ay, once 1 had spotted the very spotiable Fat Man I had made inquiries and had
discussed hin with Jyy Fred. My recollscticn ineludss no suggestion of any cocperation
with the federals as of then. It includes sowe pretty visious exploits by a very b
man, 1'he one I remember clearly is what he did to a young whore he entlced to a;l:teﬂid a
long wes: with him. u.e took her to Dallas unds- proaises of a large fwe. She kspt
a1 denadnily money from him and he kept telling her o be patient, that he'd reslly fix
hoar up onfpicada;y. “hen sha laft he gave her a chargs card and eaid "ﬁaby,w.joy ite™ She
went out, used 4t and go® arvested. “t was a stolen ona. "

I had other cobwersations with and interests in Jay “red but do not want to go into
them now. I have to regerd anything botween him and me as confidential unless he says
otherwise, If vou want fofeet in touch with kdm I'1) do 1% for you or tell you how. 4s of
my last information he had decided to chonge his practise from expertise in crimigal, with
the best or hesv-paying criminals asclienis, into more placid business practise. He also
then left the more lavish ofrices I knew, Hy beli:f is that if he wanted to %alk Or
could he'd know more about organized crime in that pert of the Fississipri vsliey than
anyone you might find outside the official sources who seem €o have becnm helpful 4o
you in a way that wukes me wonder how Fat Man will survive it - or why he ran this risB,

- Of course I have a question about what this 413 te the functioning of ithe systep of
Justice, to fay's ability to enjoy the theoretical rights he in actuality did not havo.

i knew Fat Men as The Dixie Mafia but not as an informer. If I wondorsd then about having
both Kas éonfined with one like him, I wondsr mors now with your today's exposure.

That special tani was bugsed and equipped for vidsotaping. The cameras had been removed
but ths steel mouts were in place when I was last there, 1 think at least one of the overt
wicrophones wErz was viaible. Doth systems were on constantly when I-s'ay was originally cone
fined thers. 4&bout the sumser of 1971 * taped interviews with two hardened criminals in
Erushy Mountain maxirws~sscurily pece Both independsntly gave me consistent sccounts of
continued electronic surveillence in that tank and ho. they inew and could prove ite 1
teld Paul Valentine who could nolgo farthur with that when the sheriff denied it, With
all the advance notlce end the nesessavy yreparations I'G be surprised if, with the wiring
all irn pluce, thers were not ele%mﬁic surveilience in that tank. They did a lot of it in
¥enphis. I know from an unimpeachable source that they had ercy Foreman's quarters wired
and from a good source that the mayor even had the cop§ tap the Ui's ofiice.

Bustily,
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Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

On the Trail of the ‘Dixie Mafia®

'Commercial growth has brought or- '
ganized crime to Mississippi, once rela-
tively free of Mafia influence. But -
now, big-time mobsters are beginning
to feed on the new prosperity. . *

Mafia money from Florida, for ex-
ample, has gone into Mississippi’s
vending machine industry, state in-
vestigators report. Mafia figures from
New Orleans, according to FBI sour-

- ces, tried to take over the Heidelberg
l;t[owl in Jackson. The FBI prevented
‘But the Mafia doesn’t have a corner
on organized crime in Mississippi. The
South has developed its own crime
syndicate, which state investigators
have dubbed the “Dixie Mafia.” = -
“ For a while, the Daflas Police De-
partment sent out monthly bulletins .
on the gang’s activities. Mississippi au-

thorities became so alarmed, in turn,

that they appealed to Washington for

federal funds-to combat the Dixie

Mafia. e s g

- An organized erime task force, oper-
ating out of the state attorney gener-
al's' office, hired a mnationally re-

nowned undercover agent to infiltrate .

‘the Dixie Mafia. He is 330-pound

fred Baron, alias “The Fat Man,” who -
has operated on both sides of the law.
He has been arrested for half a dozen
crimes, ranging from larceny to at-
tempted rape, and has spent at least

. More recently, Baron has risked his

‘ life to help lawmen break up notorious
‘crime rings. He has helped to put mur-

- derers, safecrackers and *organized
crime figures behind bars. He asserts
that the underworld has issued com-
tracts on his life. § e

His assignment in Mississippi was to

infiltrate the underworld and find out
how the Dixie Mafia operates. B
Baron, as an out-ofstate
gangster, began uenting under-
world haunts on the Gulf Coast. He let
it be known that he wanted to setup a
vice operation in Mississippi and
needed to arrange the right protec-
tion.. =
_He was :
‘ces of an asphalt paving comtractor

directed to the Jackson offi-

-named Leo Hall who has been con- -

- yicted of two felonies. We have had ac-

cess to Baron’s confidential reports to
the organized crime task force. A se-
cretly recorded tape of his meeting
with Hall is in the possession of the
Mississippi . attorney :

“Baron told Hall that he wanted to put
*10 prostitutes into circulation in the
Jackson area. Hall replied: “You have
_come to the right place.” -

Hall then arranged a meeting b

tween Baron and Lt. John Moulder,

.. the head of the Jackson Police Depart-
. ment’s vice squad. Police officers, aler- -
“ted by Baron, staked out the secret.

meeting between Moulder, Hall and
Baron. ! it
come to the appointment. Baron was
told it would cost $600 a week for the
protection of the prostitutes, accord-
ing to his confidential reports. Occa-

. sionally, some of his girls would be

'picked up and would have to pay small

. fines. But they would always be re-

leased. It was made clear that a share

of the protection money would be paid .
. to higher authorities. : L

: In an earlier column, we reg&ed '
that Moulder had come under in-
a

general’s office. -

e ’

The police watched the three men

 tion'through a

documents charge that he threatened.;
to serve arrest warrants on her unless -
she submitted. T
* Moulder warned, witnesses say, that :

he would blow the whistle on the ;

‘higher-ups if he were prosecuted. Ap-
3 groximately two weeks after Moul -

er's taperecorded meeting with:

. Baron and Hall, Sen. James O. East-

land ‘(D-Miss.) intervened at the Justice.
Department in the Moulder case. Two
top FBI i were_immediately-
dispatched to Jackson to review the in-
vestigation of. Moulder. They reques.
tioned all the witnesses and put the
FBI agents-in m of the investiga-

¢ e the wind out.
of the investigation.-One FBI official
told us the Washingto

The effect was to

n interventiom
might be “construed as obstruction of

- justice.” 1 -

There is no evidence that Eastland '
was aware of Moulder’s alleged in-

_volvement in the political payoffs. To:

_dropped and he remains on
* son police force.

the best of our information, he con-
tacted the Justice Department about .
the Moulder case at the urging of pow-
erful political friends in Mississippi. .. -
. Meanwhile, Baron sought marked

; mo:ie‘ir ‘to complete the payoff to Hall;.
Moul

er and his political allies. The re-
quest was turned _
charge against Moulder was also -
the Jack--

Footnote: Hall denied all Baron's al-
legations. Hall told us he had never
heard of Baron. Moulder acknowl
edgedmeeun%mhmron.butdemed_ ied that
he made any with him. Moulder
said he.told Baron to keep his
grosﬁtute& out of Jackson and claimed

e has never been involved in illegal

activlti_es with Hall.

down. The sex - '
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"WASHINGTON — Commercial
growth has brought organized crime to
Mississippi which was once relatively
free of Mafia influence. But now big-
time mobsters are beginning to feed on
the new prosperity.

Mafia money from Florida, for exam-
ple, has gone into Mississippi’s vending
machine industry, state investigators
report. Mafia figures from New
Orleans, according to FBI sources, also
tried to take over the Heidelberg Hotel
in Jackson. Only the alert action of the
FBI prevented it.

But the Mafia doesn’t have a corneron

organized erime in Mississippi. The
South has developed its own erime syn-

. dicate which state investigators have
dubbed the “Dixie Mafia.”

Unlike its Sicilian counterpart, the
Dixie Mafia is non-hierarchical, without
dons and godfathers. It has its fingers in
illegal activities throughout the South.
Its gangster-members are particularly
skilled at hijacking trucks and fencing
stolen goods.

For a while, the Dallas: Police Dept.
sent out monthly bulletins on the gang's
activities. Mississippi authorities
became so alarmed, in turn, that they
appealed to Washmgton for federal
funds to combat the Dixie Mafia.

An organized crime task force,

operating out of the state attorney
general’s
renowned undercover agent to infiltrate
the Dixie Mafia. He is 330-pound Man-

fred Baron, alias “The Fat Man,” who *

_ has operated on both sides of the law. In.
‘his time, he has been arrested for half-a~
. dozen crimes, ranging from larceny to

‘attempted rape and spent at least six 3

years in the slammer,

 But more recently, the eolorful Baroni-

has risked his life to help lawmen break

- up notorious crime rings. He has helped -

to put murderers, safe crackers and

organized crime figures behind bars. He

asserts, no doubt truthfully, that the

underworld has issued contracts on his

: His asslgnment in Mississippi was to
infiltrate the underworld and find out
how the Dixie Mafia operates. This was

almost certain to lead into the state’s

political strongholds. For it's a fun-
damental truth that gangsters need
political protection to survive. .
“Organized crime can't exist,” one
top lawman told us, “without corruption

" at all levels of government.” Another

explained that the crime syndicate
“thrives on (their) ability to neutralize
effective government.”” Underworld
sources confirmed, as one put it, that
“Big Crime can’t flourish wzthout polm-
cians.”

- The Fat Man, posing as an out-of-state
gangster, began frequenting under-
world haunts on the Gulf Coast. He let it
be known that he wanted to set up a vice
operation in Mississippi and needed to
arrange the right protection. -

He was directed to the Jackson oﬂ;ices
of an asphalt paving contractor, named
Leo Hall, who has been convicted of two
felonies. We have had access to Baron’s
confidential reports to the organized
crime task force. A secretly recorded
tape of his meeting with Hall is in the,
possession of the Mississippi attorney
general’s office. Baron told Hall that he
wanted to put 10 prostitutes into circula-
tion in the Jackson area. Hall replied:

. “You have come to the right place.”
office, hired a nationally-

Hall then arranged a meeting between
Baron.and Lt. John Moulder, the head of

the Jackson Police Department's vice

squad. Police officers, alerted by Baron,
staked out the secret meeting between
Moulder, Hall and Baron.

The police watched the three men

come to the appointment. Baron was

told it would cost $600 a week for the pro-

tection of his prostitutes, according to
his confidential reports. Occasionally,

- some of his girls would be picked up and

would have to pay small fines. But they
would always be released. It was made
clear that a share of the protection
money would be paid to higher
authorities. Skt

* In an earlier column, we reported that

. Moulder had come under FBI investiga-

tion for allegedly coercing a young

‘woman to subrit to his sex demands.

Confidential FBI and police documents
charge that, otherwise, he threatened to

Kl

serve some, arrest warrants he was

_holding over h_er head.

The vice squad lieutenant warned,
witnesses say, that he would blow the
whistle on the higher-ups if he were pro:
secuted. Approximately two weeks after
Moulder’s tape-recorded meeting with
Baron and Hasll, it so happened, Sen.

James Eastland, D-Miss., intervened at '

the Justice Dept. in the Moulder sex
case. Two top FBI inspectors were im-
mediately dispatched to Jackson to

review the investigation of Moulder. "

They .re-questioned the witnesses and
put the FBI agents in charge of the in-
vestigation through a hostile grilling.

. The effect was to take the wind out of

-the investigation. One FBI official told

us the Washington intervention might be
“construed as obstruction of justice.”

There is no evidence that Eastland
was aware of Moulder’s alleged involve-
ment with political payoffs. To the best
of our information, he contacted the
Justice .Dept. about the Moulder case at
the urging of powertul politlcal friends
in Missl.ssippi i

Meanwhile. Barnn sought marked
money to complete the pay-off to Hall,
Moulder and his political allies. The re-

" quest was turned down. The sex charge

against Moulder was also dropped. He
remal.n.sonthe ‘Jackson police force, - -

never heard of Baron.
acknowledges meeting Fred Baron, but
denies that he made any deals with the
undercover agent. Moulder says he told
Baron to keep his prostitutes out of
Jackson and claims he has never been

_ involved in lllegal actlwties with Hall.

Foomote Leo Hall completely denies'
- all Baron’s allegafions. Hall told us he !
Moulder



