
FBI Investigating BCCI's 
Effoit in Georgia 

clear the way for the sale of National 
Bank of Georgia to First American. 
An amendment to state banking law 
was required. The Georgia bank also 
financed trips to London and Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., and other enter-
tainment for some of the lawmakers, 
according to informed sources. 

A year later, the state legislature 
did as BCCI had hoped and the sale 
of NBG to First American look 
place. 

Now the lobbying effort is ,'under 
investigation by the FBI, a bureau 
official has confirmed, as part of a 
multistate probe of the Luxem-
bourg-based BCCI, which last week 

See GEORGIA, AI3, Col. 3 

■ Audit says BCCI paid front men $47 million in bank deal. Page Al2 

By Jim McGee 
and Charles R. Babcock 

Wallington Post Staff Writers 

The FBI said it is investigating 
whether the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI) 
tried to manipulate the political pro-
cess in Georgia to permit the sale of 
a financially troubled Atlanta bank it 
controlled to First American Bank-
shares Inc. of Washington, which 
regulators said also was under 
BCCI's control. 

Sources said the National Bank of 
Georgia paid Georgia lobbyist 
Charles Jones and his Hinesville, 
Ga., law firm $1.25 million to help 
persuade the state legislature to 
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