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WOUND LOC ATIOV—DI‘ J. Thornton Boswell said yester<'. !
j day President Kennedy's neck wound should have been #ids
! dicated where the X is, and not, as he did during the fmuds
topsy, where the dot on the back is. Notations on the drawwi
| ing are correct und precise, he said, indicaling neck wonnd.

pects of thé  ddiopey* and. the -« -
wounas that haveled loahostof . "~
=GRS abUI tﬂé shooting. ‘and | e _;

specyl umber of -
buﬂ’ and Mﬂ?& ‘f i

He thes as:taug lynu.- Fyn
@uu”ﬁml");m ek 5
and throat wound .was caused by ¢t 1!
ashullet that entered the base uf.~
Pm:demxennedy neck, passed ™
rconipletely . througlf the méck and
exfyfrumuinhroat. o ;
N ?-.5 ining a sécond n.u-
Isassily: was mvnlved in Dallas on ",

Presi

ed to the controversy with a
sketch he made during the autope
sy indicating that the President
had been shot lower in the back
than the wound described in the
Warren Report.

Yesterday, he said that ihe ere
ror did not’seem significant at the
time, since he assumed that the
lawwndb photographs would be avai-

le.

In an interview at his home in °

Bethesda, Dr. Boswell, ,who is
now retired from the Na\ry and
in private practice, recounted
details of the entire autopsy.

His remarks, in several in-
stances, dealt with key matters
that are central to the theories
of those critics who believe that
more than one person killed the
President,

Among the important points ha -

made were these:

1. All of the shots that struck
ﬁ:n‘Presxdmt came from behind

2. The President was struck by
two bullets, one of which hit him
in the head and disintegrated,
E: Dt:!; of which passed through

3. There was no other bullet
wound, *
4. The wound in the back of the
'Was without any doubt, one
entrance and not of exit,
5. A report made by FBI obe
(Coutinued. Page AR Colvms o
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(Coptinued fromh Page A 1Y |
servers pmaent at: the aul.npsy
macéuratelyrefu*md to & “Hack"

and should:be discpunted.bi:/:
Wmuudtbcww
n - claim: thatTthe

'mmhxiwﬂaﬁ Lee * Harvey

Oswald wiseihe usﬂdlé r
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daadumm the|
single bullet” tHeotl!s tb), stpport |,
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| The, criticstand the commission
agree ‘that Oswald could not-havé

Al

shot both med‘with separafe bal- |
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lets in the' time avauanig to mm
as detemﬁn&?mm mmrip ﬁlm ul
the sh
Either a bank wmmd whlch Hm
not _exit. from the,, President’s
body,” or’ ~a “front , neck wound,
could mean_that oﬂm shots bad
been fired . iwamur by
other marksmen. :
Dr. Bngwell's m therefore,
mpm t a llﬁn mry ”
However, hé \Wiﬂ Eith
‘outside the area: of' lha autopsy
except to say that Governof Con-
nally was. probably w&]
the body by the neck'b

Lodged Tn_ Wlieg '
The bullet thit hit fhg"Governor
in the back ,fham.r Ql}hﬁnped

and\‘gmalgylodgedmhg}aﬁkg

nrnosweumdmeiunetma:
struck ‘the President in the neck
“wouldn't have lost very much
Iin terms of mass or velocity” and
could have passed through the
Governor's body since he was in
a position to get-hit by it. = .
He would not speculate on
v}hetherthehuﬂetcmldalsohave
|shattered the Governor's wrist
and have Jodged in his leg. -

Nor would he comment on the
bullet found ih Parkland Hospital
in Dallag which is said to be the

one that wounded both men, That
bullet is almost totally intact.
Those questions, he said, are
for ballistics pxperts to |:'laf.erh
mine, *

The aufopsy was perfnrrned the
night of November 22, 1963. by
Commander Boswell, Lt. Col.
Pierre Finck, a wound-ballistics
expert, and James J, Humes,
overall chief of pathology and
Commander Boswell’s superiar.
Dr. Boswell said the autopsy
was routine in every respect, and
that it included every activity
which would accompany a mied-
ical-legal autopsy.

He pointed out that, at the time,
Oswald was still alive, and it was
believed that the autopsy informa-
tion would later be called upon in

proceedings.

Dr. Boswell explained that a
specific procedure is followed in
Tutopmes which is designed to
cover every aspect of a death
that might be the subject of in-
quiry at a later date.

He said the general physical

which, "
.of foreign substances
mc]w. t,.‘ﬂp,‘_ ynd wgs

condition of the President as well
asll:uawonmia,wg.snﬂtm‘lln|'.IeJ
tail with mierdscopic, slides “and
tlmm?ppcl_mepsco]lachdfqr!m-

oy ‘.’D&;
 There i, mention .in,
aﬂoﬂj -of these slides of
Lmd,andDr Boswul,leuul
not explain why.
Dr, Boswell Sﬂid I'.hersix
dedit’s , bodys was subjected to a

;
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aundand nacea:ltyufim-

u'acheotomy incision was exam-
mand extensive -trauma was

side., ..
Wheuthewmmdinthoba&of
the neck was discovered and
probed. by ﬁngermdbymetal
u’&:«-ubv.a o bullet could
be loca

He said that the probing was to!
a depth of about 4 or 5 centi-
meters, oo :

i Complete X-Rays’

At this' peint, according ta Dr.
Boswell, complete x-rays of the
entire body were ordered in an ef.
t‘orttolwate the bullet. -

- Dr. Boswell recalled that either
he or one of thé other patholo-
gists made a remark to the effect
that the bullet might have worked
its waybackoutofthemtrance
wound. '

“This was vi transient
thought,"” hesaul that he
had never seen & case in which
this had happened u_t.:l__therefore |

did mot give this possibility much
weight.
What was more probable, he

said, was the ibility of the
bullet’s being some remote
aruu of the body.

He said that medical literature
recounts many examples of wildly
erratic e:nthu take&e hyb::‘,l;ﬂleb that
ricochet through glanc-
ing from hones and slipping. along
muscle planes.

that entered the victim's chest
was located in a lower leg. '

The doctor said that retrieval of
bullets, as well as the determina-
tion of their paths, is extremely
important in all forensic autopsies
because of the legal necessity of
linking wounds, bullets, weapons
and assailants.

Dr. Boswell said the x-ra
were immediately examined
B e O o o .
by the radiologist who tool m.

He said the presence of bullets

in an x-ray is unmistakable be

uhseofthnenpanitydmeta“n
block therays:' ' 1 M 0
-Hemdthmwunobuﬂetin
ticles™: amldbed!smed]i‘the
PRI R o i Y
Bulwnll:aidhak"ahm-
[utdy”eonvmﬂthatdldtbua
Arom the: bullet

particles. came
!hal !Imek the Preddents head.
.. Bullet In Stretcher "
this umg.‘secm‘dlng to
tkaB'BI:aport, the FBI observers |.
ormed Dr, Humes that a pullet
harl been ' recavered from a
stretcher in‘the Dallas hospital.
Dr. Boswell said that the autop-
iy q;mt?med o B ey
na @ X-rays,
ists that, unlikely as it
somed, the- tuliek bed,Jexited
trom the same hole it entered..
" He said that the autopsy

m{éhl .‘plqzﬁmg zhn membrane

amdhe andlﬂscol-

‘said lhatnmthertheparletal
sleura nor the lung cage were dis-
rupted, indicating that the ‘lung
cage had not been pierced.

“We concluded that night that
the bullet had, in fact, entered in
the back of’ the neck, traversed




drawing edm'aphobqgra
’awmf,btgs resident,. w

lentry hole and the lung bruises

the nmeck and exited' a.nteriorly,
Dr. Boswell said.

He said that a“telephone call|
‘made (o the in Dallas by|!
'DEHiftmes moirlMg morning|'
merely . confirmed what was al- I
‘ready a certainty to the pathdlo-
gists — that there was a bullet
wound in the President’s neck at
the point of the trachmtomy inei-
sion.

Dr. Boswell said it was impossi-
ble to determine during autopsy if
the throat wound was one of entry
or exit because of the incision.

Determination Unnecessary

This determination was unne-
cessary, he said, since the wound
in the back of the neck was deter-
mined by observation and- micros-
copic’ examination" one’ "ok
and because the' patl g} tHa"bt

dete il ﬂie"*tlrﬂiu.
lﬂufm’“ﬁ o el
.+ Analysts wdrkibg ‘Tor” thd"%ﬂ
i ;
e n

B th ullef.. ;
ﬁg‘;ﬁ? Boswell saln:f lt was a “acq.l‘a

obtained during the autopsy and

L

Later” thaf' day, Moverbér 23,
Dr. Humes ‘and Dr t
over the fough draft’ and “com-

By A
mmitte';?""ﬁa ?-i B ' ';”nnl-mmb-

The FBI a¢ the autopsy
is dafed Numbﬁj% four’ days
after the examina

- It refers to a batk wound, but
this, “according  toj|Dr. Bome]l
canbealaymenu ation

an-nreajultbelbwﬂzeuhmﬂdm'i

line that, to a physician, is still
the neck ; \

 MaFe. distﬁrh'fn: '!&m"oml

the incident durlni which the gnt
leam, ed, a statement’ h

which Dr. Humes concluded the|,

bullet had worked itself cut of the
‘same hole it had entered,
{~ , Story Left Unchanged

1 Dr. “Boswell said' that, at the|.

time, he paid no ‘sittention to the
presence of..the FBI agents but
that he. ean nnlyy tonalude thnt

;v&hat lat&e; ttl:ok Qt:::. OF glse
ore conl 5 wae
~ ung. cantusion:

D:"Buswellsaldihatheﬂnt.

sawthe Eakenat r.he
whn'ﬁg

‘over ln the: Naﬁndnl“ﬂrchlvu on
Nevemberdl o a! ofgs He ) -
+"He said ):l“mt they sbov:t clearly
nw e: the ‘hullet, entry
pictures are Mﬂt&l}f
dentifiable by Inventiry, nam-
be the'_;:e‘collecﬁon of the
itho m“ JTW inclusion
i_n“uﬂra} plcfures of the'face of

p,‘g cmry %
{On the autupsy'skntcu drawn by
Dr. Baswell “are: edmputations to
locate the neck! wwmdfv’uy mea-

surement. - - G BT
Dr. Boswell tsed, as"places of
P e D ot the
est ' on the
shoulder bone that'ecan be felt
near the joint of the shoulder and

collar bone'— -and* the - mastoid
prominence—the base of“the bone
just behind the ear.

He said these were standard re-

ference pbfnts used in st cases.
He placed the wound at the in-

(tersection of .14 inch arcs de-

seribed from tHesa reference
points, - A
He said yeslarday that he

a third reference point, but that
this did not appear in the autopsy
report or in the sketch, -

The sketch itself would normal
ly have been thrown away; he
said, in any case but this one. .

“We didn't anticipate this would
have become as knpartant as it
did,” he said. N .L

. Holes In Shirt

He called it a “scratch sheet” |
that would have been replaced, in
other cases, with a photograph to
supply the pictorial element.

Dr. Boswell also offered an ex-
planation of another mnttovurdal !
point. - ;

The shirt and jacket worn by

the President on Novemnber 22,'

1983 have holes in the back at
appmxlmntalytheplaue indicated
in his autopsy diagram. -

Dr. Boswell said lhls ‘was unly
coin » lental.

He said that the Preaident. ac-
cording to movie films, had his
arm raised, waving - at the
crowds, when.-he was shot. This |
movement would have raised his
coat and shirt resulting' in bullet

hales lower in the clothing than ¢
were indicated by the wound. ’
The clothing had been removed !
from the President's body in Dal- -
las, he said, before it was flown
tnBethesdaforthem:topey :




