
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20220 

AUG 4 1977 

Dear Mr. Roffman: 

This is in response to your June 15, 1977, r
equest 

under the Freedom of Information Act for a d
ocument main-

tained in the Office of the Secretary of the
 Treasury. 

In your letter, you requested a copy of a No
vember 4, (1966) 

memorandum to the Secretary prepared by Davi
d C. Acheson. 

The memorandum pertains to the assassination
 of President 

Kennedy. 

A copy of this two-page memorandum is enclos
ed. 

Its contents have been reviewed, and it was 
determined 

that it may be released in its entirety unde
r the Freedom 

of Information Act. 

Sincerely yours, 

William F. Hausman 
Director 

Office of Operations 

Mr. Howard Roffman 
5885 Edenfield Road, Apt. B-29 

Jacksonville, Florida 32211 

Enclosure 
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- 	MEMORANDUM TO THE SECRETARY: 
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:Attached  are the Federal Register item by which the 

epartment of Justice vested title in the Unite
d States 

• 

y: 
Z',I.s-Vititti.1-4.% • transferred:by -„the Secret Seivice to the Kennedy family. -Not 

	

their...custody•,; n..the..;Kennedy family after that date, 	, 

::*7''',-.:...-:-.'bilt.the:Kennedyfanaily"-:regarde- d-.  them as-family property and 

were very, zealous td.-protece,•the security of those materials 

The-Department of Justice's - precise problem 

• was ;that, if 	 exerCise the vesting power over those 

`,- 	al 'by .̀Nove mber ••2 -.1966,-. it would not thereafter be able • 
.•  

to : exercise 	

▪  

At the same time, the department did not wish - 

;A:.;;;,ty-rt-.-': -- tia -yest.title to .those materials in a manner adversary to the 

Kennedy family. The prospect of a lawsuit entitled U. S.  v. • - 

-3:4?.:!71 	Jacqueline Kennedy  was not one that appealed tO.-the Attorney 

• General. Therefore, prior to the expiration of the deadline -‘ - 

	

. the Department of Justice had to acquire title for the United 	"..- 
. 	e 

States in those materials in a friendly.  manner, if at all. - '-• 
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• •From'.• David C. Acheson  --C On  

over the exhibits considered by the Warren. Commission, 

• and also newsclips dealing with the transfer of the autopsy 

materials by the Kennedy family to the National. Archives. --:3:72:-;-‘11::ter7.-  _ 

The transaction may be summarized as follows:y-,_ 
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der the Act.. o;•Nov embei.: 2; 1965; title-tri.  the Warren 

COmmission materials had to be vested in the government, if 

at 'all, by November 2, 1966. This represented no problem for - 

the Department of Justice with respect to the materials in the' 

custody of that department or the National Archives or other 

government agencies..,yith respect to the Kennedy autopsy 

photographs and X-rays, however,- 'there was a problem. The!_-: 

problems was that in April of 1965 those 'materials had been- --- -7 
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Thus, 'the negotiations ensued between: ehedepartment and' 
Kennedy family to acquire title by deed, prior to the expira--:- 
Lion of the vesting power. 
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-4.7:":''''.4-  ' ''' ''' • ;::::5'•:' The department 'did not make .a forlal press release. 	 - • ....._r..z...•..: '-. - 	..•.:....-c 	. 
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zwriters: that.-those materials had- been:destroyed ar Suppressed,'  
_, 

-and-.that - if examined, they would support-the 'theory that  
---1President,Kennedy was. struck in the front of the throat by- - 
tanCbullet 'rather than from the rear, and that therefore ,..- 

:;:WaV!:thiie-Iiiiu;t:'have been two assassins. The department feared 
that if the materials Were forever suppressed or .destroyed • • •:-!.•!--7 	t•. 

-bv the Kennedy family, thii- charge could never.  be  disproved.-  , 
- • . The'departmentslished,-  therefore, to make Ikanwa the feat that !_y:'-1-; 

.teri . the'maals were not:suppressed, but were in government=1.; 
- custody,`• and at the same time protect: the Kennedy family 

7  - 
 

interest in securing:them against' curiosity seekers. The 
agreement between the Kennedy family and the Department of 

7 ; 

- -Justice has.-accomplished both obj , -  
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