Dear Hmmrd, 8/22/77

Thanks much fer your 8/1§/7T and the enclosures, espscially those relkting to my
efforts te obtain the Meme of Transfer, :

The meeting was net in Rowley's effice. . never met Rewley. *t was in Tom Kelley's
and I was there several times. This time was not the tiuo of the meeting with Eslley,
Goff and Wermer - it was later,

It tells an even more Pyzantine story than you perceive.
I trusted these Secret Bervice pesple to keep their word, as I kept and have kept mine.

This mekes it clear that they have not been henest with me because I sheuld have
received these records in respense te my PA request. I am sure there are others they have
net given you. I

Plesse bear in mind in ell of this that if either the Secret Service or the FBI
ever really retreated frem their cemuen decisien arrived at independently by each that
ene bullet did not hit both JFK and Cennally I have seen no Indication of it. Cexrtainly
ne recerd. Certainly alse David Achesen was net aware of this, frem his Xwkiws meme of 11/4/66.

I feel confident that Kelley knew befere his 11/1 that the Archives had withheld
from me the cepy of the memo of transfer he had given me threugh the Archives.

, There were conversatiens between Secret Service and DJ after thia. Kelley reported
them to me. He sald that DJ teld him not teo give me a cepy.

Of ceurse I have received nene of this in respense to my PA request of IJ. I have
received a little recently from the FEI and nething er next to npthing frem the Dept.

Te a degree the related correspendence you have just been given is both false and self-
serving.The most obvious aspect is that the essentisl materials were net the property of
the Kennedy family, They were, literally and legslly, the preperty of the Navy, The simplest
way te have solved this problem, absent the official intent to lay everything on the Een-
nedy family, was to return all the medical stuff te the Navy. The Navy's regulatiens were
explicit en the reuirement to preserve these things, as I now recall for 50 years.

Acheson's meme is net really consistent with his Tecord on this, as you may recall
from the copy ef Dick Whalen's memo en his meeting(s) with Achéson when he was preparing
his SatEvePost piece. However, during there meetings the time did ceme whenAchesen seemed
to change. I suggest thie represent the time and the cause.

Dick and his wife went up to see me at Eyattstown bofore celd weather in 1966. I do
not recall the exact date. We were friendly for a while, His kids used to call me Uncle Hareld.
I'd stop off and viait with them when I was returning frem Washington. They then were en
ny way. They lived en Hacomb NW, between Wiscensin and Massassachusetts.

I just do net believe that all those many government lawyers did net reslige until
the last minute that there was this problem with the autepsy materials. Rather do I believe
it was the crescende of criticiam of the Commissien's cenclusions of that time, I do not
recall what Mark “ane was saying but he wey lacing the country with expert appesrances
arranged by his experienced publisher, I do know that I was getting much attention and on
21l oocasions did go inte the front neck weund as ene of entrance.

In his middle paragraph en the second page Achesen does go inte what I was saying. I
now have an FBI gccount of a TV show. Recerds were destroyeds I preduced the proof en TV
from the facsimile of the certification of it in Whitewash. The Dallas doctora did state
that the frent neck woeund was from the frant. I used this the same vay. ‘his was altered
at the Navy hespital, as we now know. We also knew that relevant evidence was suppressed,
as I also charged. 43 I now recall I was emphasizing the absence of the presector's notes.
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Of this I'm certain, and that I pgve much correspendence with the Archives over it. It
is likely I then had and used ether evidence of this.

The Achesen meme alse discleses that these peeple were oceunning each ether. Like his
saying "The department flusietbes (Justice) feared" that without the autepsy material,
Bihis charge could never be dispreved," Meaning fron-neck shot. Well, the ene way it
ceuld with certsinty be disproved, in tho sense of total destréictien eof the official
stery, is sith that autopsy material. On this ene peint if that material is believed
it shows ne semple taken frem the weund fer examinatien and it dees shew fragmentatien
in that area, which precludes the eofficial versien of ne fragmentatien. Moreever, if this
mtar:l.alhadbemnvailablethanluamtheﬁvouldhavabmahuemdoxywerthe
overt medical false swearing about this and the failure of the cemmission te take any
testimony frem the radiclegist er the medical phetegrapher. As ybu knew when DJ did get
a panel of expert to examine this material regardless of their semantica they utterly
destroyed the official acceunt of the crime and the sheeting and the autopsy.

A% the bottom of page 3TV ef arl Warren's Memeires he refers too generally te this
pansl. Yohn P, Roche has since taken full credit for talidng LBJ inte thiss (I note that
in theediter's explsnatien at the end ef page 372 he cemplefely cofifirms what Senater
Russell teold me and I reported sccirately and he went public with, if in & more limited
way, when he knew he wes dying.)

The last word in the Achesen memo is "attachments.” They have not been previded to you.

This merming I'm tired. I did not begin that way. In fact as seon as I was dressed
I walked 2,000 years, snd a little more than an heur later another 1000. I believe this is
not only good in gemersl but helps with the limited circulation, However, when I walked
abeut 400 more yars when I got the mail it seems to have tired me. So meybe I'm forgetting
seme matters that would otherwise be obvious.

Ferheps this is pertial explanatien of the total nen-complignce with my PA/FOIA
requests for all fileo en me going back te 1/71. Where 1 have received seme recerds they
are incomplete. There are g number of facters, I'n cenvinced. If 1 have the time I'm
confident 1'11 prove interferemce with my publishing capabilities in the manner you know.
Unlike Lane I was nﬁt maldng wild charges and I was not charging wholesale conspiracies,
An FBI report frem Mew Yerk en the first Alan Burke show I did is quite infermative en
this, The NY FO actually seemed to like what I said and how I said it. That ended as soon
as they and it is now clear others were fed the vicious red-baiting fabrications of the FBEI,
(I£ you'd 1ike to berrew a set of the Yunread and hasty) note I made let me kuow, About
20 1-spaced puaea.)

It was in the time frame of the Achesen memo and this record-makdng that I spoke to
Halcelm Kilduff, who led me te believe he saw what I was saying about the hazard to the
S nedy family im the seemingly official nature of the ilanchester cemnection. He told me
where he would be, after a long pause, and hew to get him, that he would be incegnite er
others would net know (The Pierre in NYC) and that he agreed it was necessary for the
family to detach itself frem Mgnchester's writing, of which I kmew frem England, Whether
or there thers is this cemnection, ik did follow closely upen his trip to “ow York., One
pervice his p.re clients doss not have to keep his whareabeuts pecret.

If you think it is relevant to yeur ewn inquiries, especially with Archives and Secret
Service, to ask they were favered with any of the Heover venoum, agk and ask for cepies.
If the relwases L gave you are not adequate, Braft others and I'11 sign them. The FEL leid
them on &ll AGs, &ll ether lawyers, on 2ach other and even on the State of Tennesses when
% gid the investigatien that reslly did undo the "solution” te the King assassinstion. Now
that I have partial pwoof of this I think the edd attitude of the judge, who epenly disliked
me from the first, which iz what cavsed But not to use me as a witness. it was so clear
to me I agrred. This may have beem a great mistake. I'd have been able to wreck all that
combination ef fabrication and misrepresentation ad 1id. I think it could have turned the
evidentiary hearing areund. (As yeu kmow I never was and nevers could be a comnunist and
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could never have sccepted any surrender of any independsnce of belief if I'd been teEpted.)
Can you imagine the uprear if they tried te pull that suff about me celebrating the “ovem-
ber Russian %evelution in Se T yet when it wes an euting of the Jewish Welfare Baard
for Weshingto-area service personnel after the high helidays. Total fabricatien. When I first
wrote you and Yim about this I did it off the top of the head, It was net enly rabbis
who brought youngsters and ethers to see live animels, eggs hatching and all kinds of
fowl anl eggs being laid. lherv wsre aabassadors, denators, others in,the diplemmcy,

paople freu various oxecutive .gencies, reperters frem the dew York s te NBC, then

on Neasen, usually with small kinds, Chefs of seme relmown, magezine editors. That cowrte
room would have rocked if they had tried such oubrageeus tactics, But the fact is this
venom 13 repeated like ritual in all the internsl FBI memos I've received, even minor
Laboratory persennsl repeating it like thay were readinz beads,. Se I canit believe
this was not micused wherever some character thought it ceuld 1ead to refusls of informatien.
Inzide DJ this iz explicit encugh as a rcason. f

iy hunch is that with the Archives this begsn right aBter Marion Johnsen's call to
the FBI on 11/3/66, when I asked for the results of the spectrozraphic examinatiens, I
heve a carben of what I wrote Jiuz abeut thia last night. Meaning for you. That nensense
Cunringhan gave Yohnzon o give me has been the ¢fficial 1ine since. Then he fold the
FBI brass that hé had said nothing at &ll and then fellowed with his version of the red-
balting. They have that on hand in the FBI Lab? Yet it was lamediate.

Eithor before this or with thds I will bs sending what I've Jjust obtained frem Dr.
Rhoads and the Archives that bears en discrimination against me and the fact that thﬁy
kiew Just abeut all the members and staff teck Warren Commiasion records woth them, “his
is the first time Rhoade has signed a letter in a long time. I think I've also asked if
the autopey nites were included in the Meme of Tranafer meterial, My chain of poecession
is complete to that point. No response. If you think this is withdn your requests and you
went to follew up - it is related te the lemo of “ransfer, your csquest = by all meens do
it. Iéd rather you did now because I Lava so much lesa tize,

In time yeu should receive ether contemporanesus records like that of Achesen, I
an confident that when yeu do you will find what I have ssid g1l along, that there was a
goncerted official effert to lay all blame fer all inadequacies on the Kennedy family.
hese not witting, like ABheson and gerhaps other lawyers, were the captives of those on
fhew they d-pended for informatien. *race this basck and you'll fird a spoek behind eack
alleged fact or acceunt.

I £ind it interesting that Achoson's nawe was latée typed in on the 14/4/66 memo te
the Secretary of the Treasury.

I've taken time in the hepe it cen help you. I edd ene further indication of the
anti-Kennedy intent from the first. There has been this cempaign that the Rennedys,
esp. Bobby, kept the Vemrission from seeing the autepsy picpures and Z~-rays I have
rejoatedly printed proof that the Commission had them, New Earl Warren's Memoires says
they did have them. But this has received nme atiention. ind Warren does not address the
point I first raised in my first book: thay were "best evidence " not for inclusion in
ghat the “omuisaion siems relessed publicly but as the vasis of the testiony of the doctors
who festified %o medical evidence and the autopsy. Here, especially when all the testimony
was tken in secret and lavelled top secrei, ihere simply was no question of bad taste or
of mvﬂcy.

Best,



