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L=ac.AL st=3.1%. • 	 According to available information 

deceaacd, President John 7. gCnaedy, 

,:as riding in as cep= car in a.motorcade during an official visit to Dallas, 

▪ 22 ::ovanber 19LG. Tho Prasidont was oittana in the right rear scat with Mra. 

zennedy seated on the =ma seat to his loft. Sitting directly in front of the 

'reside.:.: was Governor John B. Connolly of Texas and directly in :rout of 11.:ra. 

t Xrs. Connolly. The vehicle was moving at a slow rate of speed down 4a incline 

:ate, an underpass that leads to a freeway route to the D
Allaa Trade Mart Wheuotth4 

're: taaat waa to 4,:a1avar an aaavaso. • 

Three shot° were hoard and the Presi4 

all forward bleeding from the head. (Goveinor Connolly 
vas seriously wounded by 

tine gunfire.) According to newspaper reports ("Washington Poet" NoveMbor 23, 194 

mob Jackson, a Dallas "Times Herald"Photographer, acid 
ho looked around aeho haul 

he shorsand saw a rifle barrel disappearing into a window om an upper floor or tl 

,carby Taxas School Zoolc Depository Building. 

Shortly following the wounding of tilt 

.en the car was driven to Parkland Hospital in Dallee. I
a the emergency room of t 

ospical the President was attended by Dr. Malcolm 
Perry. Telephone communicatiol 

.. Perry oa November 23, 1963 dovalops the following information relative to the 

ervationa nada by Dr. Perry and procedures performed the
re prior to death. 

Dr. Perry noted the maaaive wound of 

acrd and a second much smaller wound of the low anterior neck in approximately th 

Aidline. A trachaostomy was performed by extending the 
latter wound. At this po 

loody air was noted bubbling from the wound and 
an injury to the right lateral w 

2 the trachea.  was observed. Incision were made in the upper anterior c
heat weal 

ilaterally to combat possible aubcucaneous emphyaema. I
ntravenous infusion° of 

d saline were begun and oxygen wan adminia
terad. Doepite those measuras cardia 

rrest occurred and closed cheat cardiac maasage failed t
o ro-catablich cardiac a 

he President was pronounced dead approximately thirty to
 forty minutes aftarrac 

is wounds. 

The remains were tranaportod via the 

residential platie to Washington, D.C. and subsequently to tba Naval Medical
 Salo 

'ational Naval Nedical Center, Bethesda, Maryland for po
stmortem ameaination. 

=RAI. DZSCUPTION 07 BODY: 	
The body 12 that of a =macular, wall 

. developed and well nourished adult C 

-ale measuring 7211 inches and weigh
ing approximately 170 puunda. Thera is begin 

Igor mortis, minimal dependent liver mortis of the dorau
m, and early algor norti 

air is reddial; brown and abundant, the oyes are blue, t
he right pupil measuring 

n diameter, the left 4 mm. There is edema and ecchymoc
ia of the inn= canthua 

the left cyalid nenauring approximately 1.5 cm. in grea
test diamator. There : 

ad eachymosis diffuaely over the right supra-orbital rid
ge with abnormal mebill4 

he underlying bone. . Mae remainder of the scalp ydll be
 daacribod with the 
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Thera is clotted blood on the external ears lint otherwise  the 4)::Ta. UorOa, 

are 	 --a-amarkable. The teeth ar.:. 	excellent rapair 	there 

pallor of tb. 	nucoua membrane. 

and mautL 
is soma 

: upper boa...or of the 
measured to be 14 cm. 
tip of the'rightimoato' 

t posterior 
llimatar oval 
acromion pxoce 

thorax. _lent, above 
wound. This wok= 
and 14 cm. below 

• - 	• ...c1 in the 1o. 	 UZieg At 

":rated on the upper: 
aa tharo is a 7 v. 4 
a the tip of the 

iproximately the level of the third and fourth 	 - 

:verse wound with widely gaping irregular edgea. Me depth and Character of t
haae 

wounds w2.1 be further described below.) 

Situated on the anterior cheat wall in the 

;nipple line are bilateral 2 cm. long recent transverse surgical inciaiona into the' 
■anbcutancons tissue. The one on the loft io situated 11 am. cophalad to the nipple 

and the one on the right 3 cm. cophalad to the nipple. There is no hamorrhago 
or 

lecchynosio associated with tease wounds. A similar clean wound meaauring 2 cm
. is 

is situated oa the antero-lateral aspect of the loft mid arm. Situated 
on th. 

amtero-lateral aspect of each ankle is a recent 2 ca. tranaveree incision into 
the• 

subcutaneous tiasua. 

Thera is an old well healed 8 cm. IfeBla-mar; 

abdominal incision. Cver the lumbar spina in the midlino is an old,
 well healed 

15 at. scar. Situated on the upper antere-latoral aspect of the rig
ht thigh is an 

old, well healed 8 cm. scar. 

UOUNCS: 	 1. Thorn is a large irregular defect of 

the scalp and skull on the right tavolv.I.m4 

chiefly the parietal bone but extending somewhat into the temporal and occipita
l 

regions. In this region there is an actual abSeace of scalp and bona producing
 a'4  

dafaCt which measures approximately 13 CM4 in greataat dieneter. 

From the irregular =rat= of the above 

iscalp defect,tears extend in stellate fashion into the mare or Inca intact ac
alp • 

as follows; 

a. rxom the right inferior, temporo-pariatal margin anterior
 to the ZiZht 434X to 

ja point slightly above the tragus. 

b. 'From the anterior parietal mania anterio
rly caa the forehand to apprasimatA 

4 cm. above the right olf.)ital ridge. 

c. Prom the left margin of the main defeat acro
as the millina =tara-•:4=a1.17 .  

or a dins ante of approximately 8 cm. 	
• 

d.  g 	the same starting point ee c. 10 cm:
 postero-latara117.:  

• •••...4. 1  . • • . .. :. 
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::;ituated in tae posterior scalp approxim
ately 2.5 cm. laterally to the right and 

&Lightly above the external occipital prot
uberaace is a ;Lacerated wound measures-

15 x G mm. In the uederlying bone is a c
orresponding wound through the skull Ul 

beveling as the mareina of the bone when 
viewed from the lunar aspect 4 

the skull. 

Clearly visible in the above dascrib4 

large sleell defect and exuding from it is
 lacerated. brain tizaue which on close 

ins .action proves to represent the mejee p
ortion of the right cerebral 1,4=Liephe: 

Az this point it is noted that the felx c
erebri is axtenaively lacerated with d 

rupeion of the Superior sc,-,ital sinus. 

Upon reflecting the :Kelp multiple C4 

fracture lines are seen to radiate from b
oth the largo defect at the vertex and 

=tiller wound at the occiput. These vary 
greatly in length and direction, the : 

noaaurin3 approNLmately 19 cm. These res
ult in the production of numerous fta 

which vary in size from a few millimetera t
o 10 cm. in greatcoat diameeer. 

The complexity of these fracturea ate 

fraements thus produced tax satisfactory 
verbal description and are betmr appre 

in photperapha and roaatgezograms which 
are prepared. 

The brain is removed and preserved f 

further study following formalia fixation
. 

Received ac separate apecimene from 

Texas are three fragments of skull bone w
hich in aggregate roughly approximate 

dimensions of the le:go defect 
ddscribed above. At one angle of the lar

gest of 

fraementa is a portion - f the perimeter of a roughly ciecular wound presumably 

exit which exhibits beveling 	the outer aspect of the bone and is estimated t 

measure epproximately 2.5 to 3.0 cm. in diamete
r. Roentgenograma of this frage 

reveal minuee particles of metal in the bone at this margin. Roentgenoarama of 

ehull reveal multiple minute metallic fra
gnenta along a line corresponding with 

joining the above described small occipit
al wound and the right supra-orbital x 

eo= the surface of the disrup
ted right cerebral cortex two =ell irregu

larly a 

fraements of metal are recovered. These 
measure 7 x 2 mm. and 3 x I mm. 

That' 

placed in the custody of /gents Francin X
. O'Neill, Jr. and Jemea W. Sibere, ol 

Vederal Bureau of Investigation, who exec
uted a receipt therefor (attached). 

2. The second wound presumably of
 4 

iZ the; described above in the upper rig
ht posterior thorax. Beneath the akin 

is ecchymoeis of seheutaneous tissue and
 muaculapura. The miadle path chrcueh 

fescia and musculazere cannot be easily 
probed. The wound presumably of 4

-Ai:. A 

that deecribed by Dr. Malcolm Perry of Da
llas in the low anterior cervical rag: 

Veen observed by Dr. Perry the wound meas
ured "a few millimatera 

in diameter", 

ever it was extended as a tracheostomy in
cision and thus its character La dist

,  

az thetf6r.o of autopsy. Zowever, there is
 considerable eschymosia of the feere: 

tussles of the right side of the 
neck End of the fascia about 

the teachea edja 

to the line of the
 tracheostamy wound. The third point of. 

reference in comae,: 

• 
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thane tvo woends in in the apex (supra-clavicular portion) of the riche pleural 
cavity. In thie region there is contusion of the pario' .. pleura and of the =tr.: 
apical 'perteon of the right upper lobe of the lung. In both inatancca the diamate 
of contu:;ion and acchymosis at tba point of maximal iovolvamant a:az:aux-4a 5 =T.., Lc 
the viacerel and parietal pleura are intact overlying thew areaa of trauma. 

INCISIONS: 	 The scalp wounds are extended in the cc 
plane to examine the cranial =cone as 

eeecoeaee (.) abapod Incision as osod to exameue the bo4y eavitiea. 

T7.214CIC 	 The bony cage is utremarkeble. The the 
organs are in their normal positions an 

lationahipe and there is no increase in free pleural fluid. The above deacribed 
of contusion in the apical portion of the right pleural cavity is noted. 

LUNGS: 	 The lunge are of easenzially similar ap 
pearance the right weighing 320 Cm., th 

left 290 C. he lungs are ,:ell aerated with smooth glistening pleural suriacos 
gray-pink color. A 5 cm. diameter area of purplish red discoloration and incresao 
firmness to palpation is aituated in the apical portion of the right upper lobo. 
7:„Iis corresponds to the similar area described in the overlying parietal pleura. 
Incision. in this region reveals recent hemorrhage into pulmonary parenchyma. 

112AaT: 	 The pericardial cavity is smooth walled 
and contains approximately 10 cc. of at: 

colored fluid. The heart is of essentially. normal external contour and weighs 350 
The pulmonary artery is opened in situ and no abnormalities are noted. The eardis 
chamers contain moderate amounts of postmortem clotted blood. There are no ,arose 
abnormalities of the leaflets of any of the cardiac valves. The following are the 
ciranmferences of the cardiac valves: aortic 7.5 cm., pulmoeic 7 cm., tricuspid 
12 cm.. mitral 11 cm. The myocardium is firm and reddish brown. The left ventric 
myocardium averazes 1.2 cm. in thickness, the right ventricular myocardium 0.4 cm. 
The coronary artorj.es are dissected and are of normal distribution and smooth wall. 
and elastic throughout. 

The abdominal organs are in their nom: 
positions and relationehipa end there is 

peritoneal fluid. The:vermiform appendix is surgically absent 
adhesions joining the region of the cecua to the ventral abe 
above described old abdominal inciaional scar. 

Aside from the above described aUull voi 
there are no significant gross ekeletal 

Black and White and color photogrephe 
depicting aignificant findinge are =pee 

These photographs cease placed in the custody of agent U.ej a. 
S. Secret Service, who executed a receipt theaeafcre (attaehed). 

ALDWZMAL CAV1T1': 

no increase in free 
and there are a few 
dominaI wall at the 

SaEttTAL V:STEN4 

a3norm41.itien. 

.1"ZOTCCacTlir: 
• 

but not developed. 
:Zellermen of the B. 
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noentzenoTram!' are made of tho entire 
aLL! 	 .ately submitted threo 

frt:ments of skull bone. Theca are dovels:. 	._ ;:..aced in the custody of 
Agent Zey 	ZclIermen of tbo U. S. SOCTZ: 	 w eXccuted a receipt thuro,1 
e.atuached). 

CL':•:'.••..:IY: 	 Lased on the above observations it is 
opinion that the deceased died az a tc 

of tvo perforating gunshot us-e.' da inflietc by hinh velocity projectiles fired h:i 
r.z_roe or porzcna umInl=n. The proectilea were fired rroo a point behiaz And Ac  

dove t12. leNgli of the deceased. The observations and available information 
do not perait a satisfactory esti:este as to the sequence of the two wounda. 

The fatal missile entered the skull oh 
and to -:11e right of the traternal occipital protuberance. A portion of the proJec 
traver;.ifd the cranial cavity in a posterior-anterior direction (see lateral okull 
roentilanogramt) depositing minute particles alouz its path. A portion of the pre 
jectile made 1.1;5 =it throu-h the parietal bona on the right carrying with it 
portions-or cerebrum, s:tu'll and scalp. The two wounds of the skull combined with 
the forte of the miasiIe produced extensive fragmentation of the skull, lacerAtio 

Superior sac-Yital sinua, and of the right cerebral hemisphere. 

The other missile entered zhoright su 
posterior thorax above the scapula and traversed the soft tissues of the supta-sc 
ular a;::1 the cupra-clavicular portions of the base of the right ride of the neck. 
This M4sile produced contusions of the right apical parietal pleura aad,o4 the a 
potaion .5f the right `upper lobe of the lung. The mitsile. Oomtu.accd the at5ap =.=c 
of'zhe:!ight aide of the neck, damaged the trachea and made ito exit thtoUgh the 

sarface of the neck. A3 far a8. can be ascertained thin missilestruak n 
bony ~'bets .,.es in ito path through the body. 

Zn addition, it is our opinion that th 
wcv.rp.O. of the all produced such extensive dame:re to the brain .2a,  to preclude the 
possibility of the deceased surviving this injury. 

A supplementary report will ba submitt 
following more detailed examination of the brain and of microzcopie oections. lie 

.it  is net anticipated that these examinations will matorialll alter the findings. 
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post-mortem examinatier. is obtained by latter, telegram, or racchar.icall: 

I and 2 shall ba completed by 1:iospi...a. 
telephone cell of autl..orhr."rhr "*If•el■Ni to this form for per.maneat 

22 November 196: 

";; 	are hereby authorized to :.brfor:s 
u. S. 2:3.v1 	 ........zamlnatioxi 611 t 	1•4=1,12,  

On,  7', 	tcPt;:nC:Z: * • 

L.•......bority is also granted for tea 'preservation and study of any and all tissues whIcitimay be removed. 111 

..4th0rIty shall ba 	
oaly by the conditions expressly stated below:. 

 

be event autliorizr.tion :or 
rzcai-dezi telephor.a call, paragraphs 
gcar..-., or r.ier.ter::r.durn cor.firr..ing 

7. 

; 747;;://1•.:a.  Sioa tun 
(nrS 

(Ferwa wLbariaell Uo aoama 

White House 

Wife 

Address 

Atli:1106V 
CADMIAt 

i*IkM0A, 

The performance of the autopsy specified above is approved. 

sivoum3 R.O. CAIIA ACAP  

Ce=7:_and,ing 

22 love .toe- 1903 
rb0. 
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