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Dear Howard, If, as I hope not, this sesms like an avuncular indlbgence of the kind =ome
of the more immature have in the past resented, I hope you can understand it is not my
intent, This is more a memo for the file than a letiter to you. You are the only critie
to whom I will send it.

I beliew: that when I first heard that Cyril had been granted access and would likely
be followed by Hichols, my imuediate reaction was to ssy the timing should be noted. Events
since then malke me more convinced this mugt be done. Thers was enoBly reason thenjthere is
more today. Then coincided with the Tirst overt move in spprnort of MeGovern by Reddyj;now
is when it is clear that the national gangup on what Hclovern represents (which is more
than the obvious gangup on him personally as a candidate) virty-lly domaintes every
voice the ppople can hear.

Today s Post is full of covert anti-licGovernism, even in its exposure of the dirty
thing that~was done, There are major articles saying his ship is sunk when he iz far and
away ahead of cveryonej;that the machine would rather lose than let him win(ditto for
labor); even a nastiness of John Eisnehower on the editorial pege, ileG does not follow
his fatho-'s beliefs, inherently MeG would abandon " national security", the most basie
national interest.

I have not changed my belief that the last thing Teddy now wants is to be President

_or to mum for the offices But lovk at the position he will be in if there is a legitimate

deadlock, Despite everything and not entirely the John carryover, 1 bedieve he is probably
the most popular single man in the country. Can you conceive that evil forces desiring the
end of the change John was seeking and had started could not abide him as candidate or as
Prisident? Can you understand that at the convention end during the campeign he will be

a major factor, whether or not HcGovern gets the nimination, & virtusl certainty until e

few days ago in uy perhaps minotify view and still a good %78 idbility is less of a certainty?

There is a tremenduous national yearning for change. it is _represented in the vcG
phenomonon, his overcoming of the mololithic opposition of all the pols and the press,
which begen by ignoring him., “t is rupresented by the Wallace vote as well as by his canny
attenpt to secm to change himself and his real attempt to address issues other than race.

John Kennedy was the greetest hope for change, and he is dead, McYovern is the only
hope for change, and ths effort to kill him politically is the joint effort of every force
in th. country except his support. Be he good guy or bad, the single most conspicuous
thing about him and his candidacy if that there must be change, if not in the system in the
way it works and in its focus and directlon,

With a1l the remotely-possible candidates of both parties except Taeddy, I think he has
less chance of surving the caupaign, the best chance of getting killed. There are chough
dedicat.d nuts. There need not be the possible conspiracye

So, tale a new look at what may be but I think is not likely a coincidence, that
Marshell, vho has without deviation alwaeys done what is against any Kennedy interest,
Teddy's or Bobby's or the estate's and family's, picks this particular time for a ploy
that can't help but hurt Teddy and his chances of survival and of influence, to let Cyril
see this stuff whenhe had what? seven earlier months to do it. In conuidering this,
reconsider the gelection of the incredible Lattimer and ask is it was il.rshall's personal
decision or in any sense a wise one or one that would not, necessarily, hurt the Kennedy
name and interest. In considering this there is another factor I believe I have n.ver
addressed with you: was there any need for this contract he signed? In my view there wes
not, one of the considerations that compelled me to drop a legally-cexrtain wvictory in the
suit for the memo of fransfer, So you cen und:rstand this, I remind you that the Secret
Service had transferred all this stuff to the Kennedy library, to Evelyn “incoln as its
representative at the Archives. The library is park of the Archives, so vhat purpose was
gserved by the contract? Under the FOL this stuff could have boen suppressed in perpetuity.
Release would then have been a federal responsibility. Now it is, in effect, a federal
decisgion but a Kennedy responsibility. The distinction and the foresight should be clear,

I can think of no other need or purpése in the contract. These are, within the meaning of
FOI, mormmicorrxaimer nedical records. and they have never been out of federsl possession,
never been in Kennedy possession, Thus also the fiction that they had been in the possession
of th: gilent Kennedys is manufactured, the world led to believe they Wreturned" this stuff
to the gob't, Whorwould believe none of them ever studied it. I need go no further. HW



