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371  
subdued, but I had the feeling that I had not changed a single m

ind 
am

ong them
. 

In the last few
 years, although conspiratorial theories have borne no 

fruit, an attack has been m
ade on the fact that pictures of the badly 

m
utilated head of the P

resident taken for the doctors at the inquest do 
not appear in the records of the C

om
m

ission now
 on file in the N

a-
tional A

rchives. It has been contended that the reason these pictures 
w

ere not filed w
as because they w

ould show
 that the shots w

hich struck 
the President did not com

e from
 behind and above him

. 
W

hile I have never before entered into that discussion, I feel that it 
is appropriate to do so here because I am

 solely responsible for the ac-
tion taken, and still am

 certain it w
as the proper thing to do. 

T
he P

resident w
as hardly buried before people w

ith ghoulish m
inds 

began putting together artifacts of the assassination for the purpose of 
establishing a m

useum
 on the subject. T

hey offered as m
uch as ten 

thousand dollars for the rifle alone. T
hey also w

anted to buy from
 the 

fam
ily the clothes of O

sw
ald, his revolver w

ith w
hich O

fficer T
ippitt 

w
as m

urdered, various things at the D
epository, and they w

ere even 
m

aking inquiries about the availability of the clothes of President K
en-

nedy. T
hey also, of course, w

anted the pictures of his head. I could see 
in m

y m
ind's eye such a "m

useum
," preying on the m

orbid sentim
ents 

of people and perhaps planting seeds of assassination in the m
inds of 

som
e deranged person: w

ho m
ight see opportunity for personal notori-

ety or expression in assaulting yet another President. I saw
 the pictures 

w
hen they cam

e from
 B

ethesda N
aval H

ospital, and they w
ere so horri-

ble that I could not sleep w
ell for nights. A

ccordingly, in order to pre-
vent them

 from
 getting into the hands of these sensationm

ongers, I  
su 	

that 
	not be used  by the C

om
m

ission, but that w
e rule 

on theconvincing testim
ony of the N

aval doctors w
ho perform

ed the 
autopsy to establish the cause of death, entry,_ exit, and course of the 
bullets. I also suggested that in order to avoid arty_ charge of destroying 
evT

4ence, w
e send the pictures to the D

epartm
ent of-justiC

e w
ith _the _ 

suggestion that they be show
n to nobody except w

ith the consent of 
the K

ennedy fam
ily. 'Ibis w

as dope, and they are preserved there for 
_ any useful purpose to w

hich they m
ight be pub 

S
om

etim
e in the latter part of P

resident Johnson's adm
inistration, 

w
hen the aforem

entioned charge w
as m

ade, he set up a B
oard of out-

standing pathologists from
 various parts of the country and subm

itted 
the pictures to them

 for com
parison w

ith the findings of the doctors at 
the N

ational N
aval M

edical C
enter on w

hich the C
om

m
ission had 

relied. T
hat B

oard confirm
ed the findings of the C

om
m

ission. 
W

hile this has not entirely stilled talk of the possibility of other 
shots having caused the death of P

resident K
ennedy, it should be 

oof to 
at O

s-
ad at-
sok to 
t any-

1 that 

:o fall 
sation 
T

here 
other 
high 

hirdly 
crim

e 
:tired 

r, yet 
there 
that 

iden- 
s and 
ouht. 

that 

. O
ur 

infer- 
t not 
se of 
been 
sew

s-
ir, in 
I. A

s 
been 
aw

e, 
:ffect 
said, 
:om

-
ated 

to, 
nen t 
nfer-
arily 


