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UNITED STATES GOVEK... AENT

- Memorandum

U{,‘,r 1( 4 p—
TO : Mr, Frank W@z'encr;ft
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

FROM :f F. Reis
eculive Assistant to the Attorney General

IIJ:B]M.'I‘. Warren Commission--Kennedy Materials

L.}A.RTMF.NT OF JUSTICE

A

DATE: October 4, 1966

Transmitted herewith is a draft prepared by Stephenson

after discussion with me. In general, I am in agreement

with it. I am, in addition, very anxious to get your reaction

so that we can get this matter moving by sending copies of

whatever we wish to propose to Bahmer and Burke Marshall,
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Dear Dr. Bahmar: \
JRG -2/ -3 /(Jﬂ / €.
The fuﬂ.ly of the late Presid Kgmudy share s=im—

the concern of the Government of the United States af

: AmeptEe- that the personal effects of the late Presideng
which wera utilized as evidence before the Warren Com=
mission, as well as certain other materials relating to
the nsnassimtian)mh—l?noum, should be de-
posited, safeguarded and preserved in the Archives of the
United States as materials of historical importance. The

family desires, and the Gwemment 18 determined,

to prevent the undignified or sensational use ee=dicploe-

[m-m “t’"”” A MB
of these materials or any ather use which would tend in

any way to dishonor the memory of the lats President or

4‘ cause unnecessary grief or suffering to the members
/
gl
of his family a those closely associated with him.
In consideration of the mutual interest of the

family of the late President and of the Covernment of the

United States in achieving the aforesaid objectives, the



weewR of the [lage President, with the appreval of the
'

2), her o
: wembers of his family Mh&m@uk eby Qﬂ*

(of-Ameriva a1l the personal
: clothing of the late President now in the possession of
P B A3 o
: . the United States Govermment smemmewbred (n Andlﬁ?.
f_ g

£ with the autopsy of the late President se=iiveed in
Appendix B, and the Archivist of the United States,

Q)
in sccordance with the provisions of 44 U.S.C. 397(-)‘\:1:! ADMe

P 3450.39 dated May 5, 1964, ch. 8, para. 1, lcupnwm-h&)
M, for and in the name of tha United States, for de-

posit in the Archives of tha United States, subject

NATRAT oy b Wi annt

te the following cemdisions+
(1) e8s and inspection of the material referred

@ Mol
to in Appendix A and Appendix B shall be -‘5...\..4:.;';1:11.
s L% o o o |

ghiser
(=) Anyﬁcnittn of the Congress or other

official agency of the United States Government

o M
R

baving appropriate authority te investigate n:ma

- '_”';;:
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relating te the death of the late m-u-u)z.i

purposes within E’lf investigativa ju:lldietln.{

W such com

mittes or agency.

(b) Any recognized expert im the field of nd

.'?_ !T
ballistics, textiles ox any othex ares of u:lw‘“%
or tachanlogy)@lme ‘the investigation of
matters relating te tha death of the late ?tuidmt,
provided, however, that the decision of the Arxchivist
shall be final as to who may qualify as a recognized
expert and provided,. further, that the Archivist

may consult with appropriate professional and techni-
cal organizations in making such determinatiom. The
Archivist mey limit the scope of access and inspectiom

of any expert to that portiom of the materials re-

ferred to in Appendix A and Appendix B as may in the

judgment of the Archivist be of legitimate technical

ox professional comcerm to such expert.
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‘>‘ iz pﬂumtin. for tle proper administration of the lht;[ml

: ‘fﬁ% Archives, or for the effectuation of his obligationfunder

;,a _M.;%g_

of the magerisk shall be

subject te such restrictions and limitations as may be

legally impesed by the Archivist (dyhif sfccetsey) and

okl

#s he may deem appropriate for their safekeeping and

e
= 3"

paragraph | 2>uroo£. e o rgosen?

2 a& of the materials herein to uu Governe

tod B bt

Rea=TThe United su:{lr lhlll be phcnd on public dis-

play, nor shall photographs or other reproductions of .wljll

Avd At

8s_heretofore publ:llhld as part of the

arren Commissiom report or otherwise publicly dhtributed)}

be published ox otherwise publicly d:luxibutod or display
g g |
dusiag the lives of chqucl:[u Bouviey Kennedy, m

<liEnedyks Robert ¥. Kemnedy, Edward Moore Kennedy, Patricia

Rennedy I.fer$-&ho-m Eunice Kemnedy Shriver

ootk v g i Saig
witheug th-mitta—cmw all of ] '

ok

W and Jean Kennady SﬂtW B
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M ..M 1t shall be i1

' the cbligation of the Archivist te exercise his best
' sl G s
efforts to enforca the foregoing restrictions, )

B estrictions from all persous permitted sccess to ox U

el v e v ,('L“ wm
(kg Aphidn fz
o ) i a-:":

inspection of the materialg

seb—faxtirheselm, and to take such further ut:lon; o and

”:iou such further restrictions and conditions upom -..-
access and inspectiom, as he may deem appropriate. : ;

() In the event of a wilful viclation of this agree-

ment by any official acting or purperting to act on behalf
‘ )

of tha Unit tl!;l‘ the under=-

sl executors or any of the pewsems named in paragraph

|
L may sue in the district %ourt of the United States for

e

the District of Columbia, for the purpose of enforcing

\
'th. provisions of this agreement.
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. Approwedi

¢ shall becoms effective
set forth below, Bﬁuw | g

Sincerely,

the sppreval clsuse

United States of Americe
'bylobcrtn.nlhﬂ 4

Trecutors of the estate of

Johm ¥.
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yNITED STATES GOVER....(ENT Lo ARTMENT OF JUSTICE ;
TO : Mr., Frank Wozencraft DATE: Qctober 12, 1966 X
Assistant Attorney General HFR:mhl A

i miblvaar

Office of Legal Counsel

FROM 5% 1d F. Reis
xecutive Assistant to the

o *F

— -

-2/
GZAG;MalT Ur JUSTICE

Attorney General oRR oy

s . ' pec 5 1966 i

SUBJECT: Agreement with President ' . i
Kennedy's Executors \ RAL. D .
e In the event you have not seen it, I am attaching a <:o‘pyti"_E L

of a memorandum prepared in the Civil Division concerning y
the provision relating to a judicial remedy by the executors .
to enforce the conditions of the agreement. As I read the et
memorandum, it concludes (1) that, absent a provision for )
reverter, it is extremely doubtful that the executors could A
in fact sue to enforce the conditions of the contract, but (2)

if a reverter provision should be inserted and a breach occur,

the executors could sue for return of the property.

Assuming these conclusions are correct--and I assume
they are=--I think we have two possible courses available to
us., The first is to attempt to convince the executors that,
even though the conditions are not judicially enforceable,
there i8 no reason they should not rely upon the good faith
of the Government, If this is not satisfactory to the executors,
I would not be averse to the insertion of a reverter clause,

With respect to the lafer conclusion, I believe that the -"
most important job we have to do is to get possession of the ‘
X-rays and photographs and that the insertion of a reverter
clause is not too high a cost if necessary to obtain possession.

While, as you have pointed out, future recapture of these items ) e
by the estate might cause substantial problems, I think as a
practical matter the likelihood is remote. I am led to this e

view by the belief that a breach by the Government so flagrant
" as to justify reverter is highly unlikely and, even if that should -

occur, institution by the executors of a suit to replevy is even

more remote, The whole course of conduct of the executors has i

been to avoid any undignified display or notoriety with respect

to these materials. The institution of suit would be wholly =

a

inconsistent with that course.
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