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UNITED STATES GOVEk. BENT 

Memorandum 
Ge ,  

7, Dr, ,e, 
'TO 	Mri,.Fran.k Wo-zericreft 

Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

LAIARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

DATE: October 4, 1966 

FROM : 	 F. Reis 
xecu 've Assistant to the Attorney General 

SUBJF.CT: Warren Commission--Kennedy Materials  

Transmitted herewith is a draft prepared by Stephenson 

after discussion with me. In general, I am in agreement 

with it. I am, in addition, very anxious to get your reaction 

so that we can get this matter moving by sending copies of 

whatever we wish to propose to Bahmer and Burke Marshall. 
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Dear Dr. Bahmer; 

The family of the late President,Kennedy shares'  

the concern of the Government of the United States af, 

1-that the personal effects of the late President 
• - • 

which were utilized as evidence before the Warren Comp 

mission, as well as certain other materials relating to 

the assassination tcf=tite—lerte--F-reokiiessitr  should be de-

posited, posited, safeguarded and preserved in the Archives of the 

United States as materials of historical Importance. The 

family desires, andthe Government we know is determined, 

to prevent the undignified or sensational use elm=chtarFleg- 

(.4.4.-,,i. 	 r  
of these materials,  or any other use which would tend in 

any way to dishonor the memory of the late reeident or 

cause unnecessary grief or suffering to the members 

of his family ar those closely associated with him. 

In consideration of the mutual interest of the 

family of the late President and of the Government of the 

United States in achieving the aforesaid objectives, the 
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immilb of thelLte President, with the approval of the 

• !.. • 

. 4 

I 
named it paragraph, 	hereby 

AnAt4 0,44A.1,4 14-.914( 

numbers of him family 

idieee to the United State\ef-Jherrime all the personal 

clothing of the late President now in the possession of 

Al,c..174LC -ArtiVeis United States Government and emenewieed in AppendIAL4 

A, together with those x-rays and photograph. connected 

with the autopsy of the late President me=ftersed in 

Appendix IS, and the Archivist of the United States, 

6)  in accordance with the provisions of 44 U.S.C. 397(ekand AD4- 

P 5450.39 dated May 5, 1964, ch. 8, para. 1, acceptat&4#4...e.)  

01166 for and in the name of the United States, for de- 

posit in the Archives of the United States, subject 

,J1-.4.745777-4 4.4 4 to the following oeed4.644me4- 

7t6.  
(1)kCessfrand inspection of the material referred 

711, 

to in Appendix A and Appendix 8 shall be 	 to 

(a) Anylcoramittee of the Congress or . 	other 

official agency of the United States Government 

tug appropriate authority to investigate matter* 
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relating te the death 0 the late President few 

purposes within 	investigative juriedictien
dri 

!Amillim497.--mSieriaUdimiheesimeed-te-ectrife such con. 

Mitt** or agency. 

(b) Any recognized expert in the field of med
ic* 

14k, 

ballistics, textiles or any other area of science
r'7' 

or technology?  rN 
 elevant to the investigation of 

matters relating to the death of the late Presid
ent, 

provided, however, that the decision of the Archi
vist 

shall be final as to who may qualify as a recogni
zed 

expert and provided, further, that the Archivist 

may consult with appropriate professional and te
chni-

cal organizations in making such determination. 
The 

Archivist marl limit the scope of access and inspection 

of any expert to that portion of the materials
 re- 

hared to in Appendix A and Appendix B as may in th
e 

judgment of the Archivist be of legitimate techn
ical 

or professional concern to such expert. 1 - 3- 



• • . 

e 
• 

• 

--e 

111 
w 

0'1 	 Ofrmi  
Access to and inspection of ̀the natariakshall he 

subject to such restrictiome and limitations as sly be 

legally imposed by the Archivist (46EJAAArgsomeses) and 

Ms  Ms he may dean appropriate for their safekeeping and 

preservation, for tie proper administration of the National 

T ,  
1'x ,.Archives, or for the effectuation of his obligationlundmir 

paragraph(2)hareof. 
Plfrilm"5-41  

(24mone of the materials hereillie the Newecup 

crjaltralui-41-4  
RIfflifeeinkt United State shall be placed an public die-

play, nor shall photographs or other reproductions of A- ,f)  

(nlet heretofore such m 	ls 	auirie hemepublished as part of the 

(7---- 	  

Arran Commission report or otherwise publicly distributed) 
\--______  

be published or otherwise publicly_dilributed or display. 

ti6-4"44/L*-1-141"rl --"*I1P111.1.  I dismiss the lives ofJacquellne Bouvier( Kannedy,:j efes===._ 

o a 

.4110nrsdmI7 Robert Y. Kennedy, Edward Moore Kennedy, Patricia 

Kennedy Immfordt -figre.-iksem 	 Eunice Kennedy Shriver 

.... miscOrdimr‘mes) and Jean Kennedy Smiths  

rg•-•_!1:- 	ir 74' without the\writtameonsenvofrall of 

. 4 . 
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ef ipprallentatiirs estawservi-ta-.44-frr-tbes. A rt shall be 

the obligation of the Archivist to exercise his but 

efforts to enforce the foregoing restrictions, 

elsoielisedmeo obtain advance agreement to the foregoixeL 

-1,4134 
restrictions from all persona persdtted access to or 

aces'. and inspection, as he may dean appropriate. 

(0 In the event of a wilful violation of this agree-

ment by any official acting or purporting to act on behalf 

inspection of the materials 

001—kietkcimeallby and to take such further actiont ow 	 f- 
AA-6;6th,q) 

O' 4̀1  impose such further restrictions and conditions upon 
A 

of the Unit 	tates 	 the under- 

signed executors or any of the emvoese named in paragraph 

cir5  may sue in the district court of the United States for 
1 

the District of Columbia, for the purpose of enforcing 

the provisions of this agreement. 
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rZX--411446.111P  _ 

rr..ft (1), 



Krecutors of the estate 
of 

Jobe F. Kennedy 

apprateds 

United States of America 

by Robert B. bahmer 

Acting Archivist of the 

United States 

12 I 

ni4L•161:  
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A I*4 444 

C,41  

	

) .gt PAL.4-4t  ALL( 	ajdAt-I t;(*-4:4jee 

4,  ,,r,...,izezz, ,44-ta 

q̀, t̀om -4tA-4-f 	a_ t ,.,..4 	 --, ow„Acil- 

\ 	 i, 

el 

Dv- 



Commission Exhibit N. 393 419 

AIMIDU A 

.12,4 	-Yee& 

14, 

504-1-o- 

GliiejLdf 

r 



• - 	 • 

APPENDIX I 

*pay photographs 

• 

1•• 



Nli'ED STATES GOVER.—.1ENT 

Memorandum 
TO 	Mr. Frank Wozencraft 

Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

FROM 	: 

SUBJECT: 

rid F. Reis 
xlecutive Assistant to the 
Attorney General 

Agreement with President 
Kennedy's Executors 

Di.PARTMMT OF JUSTICE 

DEC 	5 1966 

R.A.O. 

In the event you have not seen it, I am attaching a copy 
of a memorandum prepared in the Civil Division concerning 
the provision relating to a judicial remedy by the executors 
to enforce the conditions of the agreement. As I read the 
memorandum, it concludes (1) that, absent a provision for 
reverter, it is extremely doubtful that the executors could 
in fact sue to enforce the conditions of the contract, but (2) 
if a reverter provision should be inserted and a breach occur, 
the executors could sue for return of the property. 

Assuming these conclusions are correct--and I assume 
they are--I think we have two possible courses available to 
us. The first is to attempt to convince the executors that, 
even though the conditions are not judicially enforceable, 
there is no reason they should not rely upon the good faith 
of the Government. If this is not satisfactory to the executors, 
I would not be averse to the insertion of a reverter clause. 

With respect to the larer conclusion, I believe that the 
most important job we have to do is to get possession of the 
X-rays and photographs and that the insertion of a reverter 
clause is not too high a cost if necessary to obtain possession. 
While, as you have pointed out, future recapture of these items 
by the estate might cause substantial problems, I think as a 
practical matter the likelihood is remote. I am led to this 
view by the belief that a breach by the Government so flagrant 
as to justify reverter is highly unlikely and, even if that should 
occur, institution by the executors of a suit to replevy is even 
more remote. The whole course of conduct of the executors has 
been to avoid any undignified display or notoriety with respect 
to these materials. The institution of suit would be wholly 
inconsistent with that course. 

Attachment 
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I,,,.ARTNIENT OF JUSTICE 

DATE  October 12, 1966 
HFRanhl 


