To Bud Fensterwald frow Harold Heisberg re 3/23/88
JFK autopsy records

Ton Kelley's 2/13/68 memo to f:i.lea. is new to me, at least in this form. My
recollection of' soue of this is not now dependable, particularly the dates. You may
remember that I then had no counsai and was trying to get some of that astuff on my own
and in fact did get the lemorandum of Transfer, but you held a press conference at the
University “lub for Uyril and to pretend that it was available because of your
commttee's and his work. Cyril, wifortunately, focused on the missing brain hemis—
phere and that diverted everyone away from the rest. I was pre-empted and wasn't able
to do anything. Except that I did use it and much of the content of what you just
sent in Pont Hortem.

Remember I had to be my own lawyer in my efforts to get access to the film of
the clothing? While I made & mess of it I did learn and get to see much that was
ilmportant. and, oddly, that is soue of what wasn't stolen by others even after I
published it.

In this p_eriod I'd negotiated successfully with the Secret Service for them to
disclose records in return for my promise not to file a FOIA case against them. One of
the memos you sent is part of what I finally got, as I'm sure Jim may recall and be
able to locate, is part of the archivds and IJ 'aboi-ting this arrangement. One means was
to trunstfer out or Secret Service possession what it was going to let me have, The
uemo I refer to is frou Kelley to Rhaads.

4All the things yo'u sent are remarkable for their vagueness and Q‘ﬁasiveness and
incompleteness. On the Fox uemos, for example, . got more information in the form of
a letter or letters to me. *his does not give a single number for the film or the
prints. I got both for each kind. So, these are cover-the-ass records,

jomu of the indefinitenss is deliberate and can't be excused. For example, in the
2/13/64 Kelley memo, puge 1, graf 3, "at soue unspecified date" that stuff was found
in an Archives bin, There are receipts that establish the date anly, easier with

lMgrion :{ohn.son not p¥esert, they are ignored. They deliberately created a paper chain



to make it appear that what the government did that was wrong was done by the Kenuedys,
j’n this regard, there is no mentjon of the fact that Evelyn Zinool.n's work at the
Archives was for the Archives, not the family., She was there in connection with the
Kennedy Library, which is Archives.

The Kennedy gift, which follows ofi this page, was actuallu a contrivance of the
Ygpartuent of Justice and Burke Marshall waun't even in on it until time came for
signatureas, Until the final copy, and I have several earlier versions, his name did
not appear and there was a blank for a name,

The stuf: about writers like me and Lane began with Marion Yohnson from the
records on- me I got from the archives, with sone withheld still. I don't recall that
Lane was in his memo, it may have been, but Johnson was worried about where so cikdarly
I was heading, Jim may have copies of those records, I don't kow recall.

Where tLey refer to what was not in the possession of the archives, I think they
mean in 5W3, not in any adjunct, like the Kennedy tibrary or on deposit elsewhere
for it.

I don't réuall- any earlier controversy about the original ot the original
autopsy proctocol and I am inclined to believe that a xerox of the first, ribbon
copy, was sent to the Commission.

This all refers to Burkley turning the stuff over. It was not Burkley per—
sonally, The stuf/t{:as sent to him, receipts were in his name, but he did not have
possession. The Secret, Service did. There came a tine, toi?rd the last part of 1966,
when at least some was in the possession of or under the control of David Acheson,
the an assistant Treasury secretary. Me had at least the x-rays in a file cabinet in
his ofrice and ofrerd .to show them to Dick Whalen. Dick delayed and by the time he
returned they'd been mcvax.t and acheson no longer had them,

Maybe Kalla:} is right in suggesting that the reason Rhoads did not want to get
in touch with Evelyn &incoln is becauseﬂhey'd had some difficulty, but it is also

possible that fa'mads did nov want to blow the Archives misuse of the “ennedy famil¥ as
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a coWer for what it and other agencies had done and were doing.

Hith regard to the transfer of this stuff to HvK' secretary, again 1 know of no
reason to believe that she had it ;n her office. She may technically have had custody
but not possession. I know, for example, that the FBL had the clothing, although there
is no written record of this. If the clothing and this other stuff was together, then
dfarion qahnaon knows very well when the archives got it and how because he told me him-
self, when he was very embarrassed, that he had supervised the physical transfer
that ineluded a foof locker from the FHI to the archives, This was in connection with
their inability to comply with Judge Gesell's order, that they photogruph the knot ot
the tie for me. The tie,when they went to make the picture was unknotted. (It was

knotted asuin for HSCA, magic being what it is.) . i

The I'BI had undone the kot earlier, to take the picture iiﬁ, ed in its Exhibit
60 in CD 1, I use tidis in Post lortem. +t then put the knot back together again for use
by the Commission, and it was an intact knot when used in Commission testimony. Thel,
magid of mﬁbicv it was unknotted when the Archives went to comply with Yesell's order.
I go imbo the purpose served in Post Mortem.

What this stuff really meams is that those agencies which had reascn to cover
things uq)and did in their 1nvestigntioq)continu3 their covering up in their cover—
the=ass records, including by tryingmega to make it look like the Kennedy family was
hjding what wes hidden. And there arr those, including some who'did not like the
Kennedys, who took itﬂ hook, line and sinker.

\hatever may have hapjened to the missing hemisphere of the brain, I doubt it
held any significant evidence because the X-rays, which Cyril and others examined,
do not reflect the presence of any lead or metal or if I remember correctly, any
trail left by any missle,

If Jim does not have copies of what I got from kbl , mentioned above, you are
ielcome to copies if you wunt them, only I can't gearch for and make the copies.

I wish it had been possible to pursue uy quest for these materials then because

there is more and what I got is provocative enough, Thanks,’X We have further discussion,
this will be under autopsy in my subject files,
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At 2:30 p.m., February 12, 1969, at the request of Mr: Harry

R. Van Cleve, Jr., General Counsel, General Servieces Administratioh,
the folloswing parsons met in the Director's Confercncé Room at 1800

@ Sticet, N.W.: Assistant Director Kelley, Assislant Director .
Pstercon, Tepal Counsel Robert Goff, Special Agent in Charge John Ei |
Parker, Hairy Van Cleve, GSA, James B, Rhoads, Archivist of the United
States, Dudley Chapman, Office of the Legal Counsel, Department of

b Justice, and Byron E. Harding, Associate General Counsel, GSA.'

Me. Van Cleve outlined the problem he wished to discuss, siating .
that some werks ago, at the request of the Attorney Oeneral of the
United States, a panel of physiclans reviewed the autopsy slides
made by the physiclans at the MNaval Hospital relative to the assassin- -
ation of the late President Kennedy. In thelr report, which was made
a matter of public record, they mentioned that the material they
examined was furnished to them by the Archivist of the United States,
end 1ms included on an inventory list which accompanied the letter
from Dr. Geovge C. Burkley to Mrs. Lineoln, dated April 26, 1965.

Mr. Van Cleve stated that this was a pratuitous statement made by the
doctors and it would have been so much better if they had merely
indicated what material they had examined.

Mr. Van Cleve then went on to explain that at some unspeeified
date there was placed in a bin at the Archives a quantity of material
in sealed cardbcard boxcs and a locked foot locker. This materia1
was received from the Kennedy offices, presumably from Mrs. Lincoln.

Subsequently, in October, 1966, the family of the late President
. Kennedy rade a gift to the United States of certain specificd articles
which were further described in the letter to Lawson B. Knott, Jr.)
Administrator of Ceneral Services, from Burke Marshall on behalf of
the Executor of the Estate of John F. Kennedy, dated October 29, 1966,
The articles to be given to the Archivist were in the sealed boxes
and the foot locker mentifoned above, and when the Archivist took
possession of and opened these containers a careful inventory of t
contents was uade. A key to the foot locker was produced by Angela
M. Novello, Secretary to Senator Robert F. Kennedy. When the foot
locker was opened, it was found to contain articles No. 1 through 8
listed on the inventory prepared by Dr. Burkley on April 26, 1965.

A careful search was made in the Archives to ascertain what
happened to the articles described in Itcm No. 9 of Dr. Burkley's
inventory and they cannot be found in the Archives. '
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Mr. Van Cleve 1s concerned that wrlitevs llke ¥Welsberg or Hark
Inne, when they learned that such an inventory existed, would demand
to sre the iuventory and items covered by it. He indicated that he
saw no leral 1enson how the existence of this inventory could be kept
from writers of this kind, and that when they learned of the inventory
and then learned that some of the items on the inventory were not in
the possession of the Archives, that this would lead to all sorts of °
speculation and accusation that the govurnzent was not being perfectly
frank and open in handling this matter, and that 1t vas further proof
of the various conspiracies which these wrlters are alleging surround .
the acsassination of President Kennody. It is our opinion also that
this 1s a distinet possibility.

There was a discussion concerning the reference in the inventory
of the complete antopsy protocol of President Kennedy (original and
7 cc's) and the fact that we forwarded to the Archivist the briginal
autopsy protocol on October 3, 1967 (Commission Exhibit No. 387).
This could raise the guestion about two original autopsy protocols.
We, of course, were unable to resolve this discrepancy sinee we do -
not have access to the paper referred to in Dr. Burkley's inventory.
We can speculate that what was described as the origlnal autopsy
protocol in the inventory might have been another ribbon copy of the
original protocol or that it was merely mislabeled, but 1t does give
an opportunity for writers to discuss the discrepancy.

I suggested that a source of information concerning the missing
moterial would be Mrs. Lincoln since our file was well documented
and that all of this material was turned over to' Dr. Durkley and
receipts obtatned, and Dr. Burkley turned all of the material over
to Mrs, Lincoln and obtained a receipt., Mr. Rhoads appeared to be
reluctant to contact Mrs. Lincoln and we got the impression that they
had had some difficulties with Mrs, Lincoln in the past,

I then suggested that Mr. Van Cleve talk to Dr. Burkley. I
indicated that it would be surprising to me if the Kennedy family
made any disposition of the material in question without consulting
Dr. Burkley. Mr. Van Cleve agreed that Dr. Burkley should be con-
tacted but asked me to contact him since neither he nor Dr. Rhoads
¥new Dr. Burkley eand Dr. Burkley did not know them. He was concerned
that Dr. Burkley might be reluctant to discuss this matter with somecne
whom he did not lnow, I agreed to contact Dr. Burkley.

At 9:00 a.m., February 13, I talked to Dr., Burkley at his home

at 3507 Preston Court, Chevy Chase, Maryland. Dr. Burkley advised
me that after turning all of this material over to Mrs. Lincoln he

os. Foik §S &IT7
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never sew nor heard anythfng atoub ils dl:position, and that he was
surprised to hear that 1t was not with the rumainder of the materla

he tvrned over to lirs, Tinzoln, Afler dizenseing the problem, Dr.
Barkley offcred to call Mrs. Jinceln, lie dfd this in my presenceé

and Mrs. Lincoln told him that all of the raterfal.he Luined over to
her was placed in a trunk or foot lucker; Ihat 1t was locked, and thabt
to her Jnowledge Lt was never opencd nor Lhe contanls digturbed by '
ler. She said, huwever, that cusetime nfter its receipt all of the
mterial sonecrning the assassination, with wirlch she was working,

s tived over to Angle Movello, Rolert Kennudy's Sceretary,

(frgela Bovello 1s said to be a secretary to Mr. Angler Biddle Duke,
f=trzzador to Denmork).

Dr. Surkley nafd that lenry Glordano, former vhite House driver
who 1is lnoun to vs, was also an employce of the Kennedy family at
thut tiiae and vas werking with Mrs, Tincoln. Glerdano is now a
poorke-per at the U. S. Seuate. He 15 under Senator Pastore's
patronige, but aclually works for Senateor Kennedy's office., It is
my opinion that Glordano should not be talked to concerning this
matter.

On February 13, I called Harry Van Cleve and advised him of the
results of the conversation with Dr. Burkley, and further advised
him that, in my opinion, we should not contact Giordano. He agreed
with this and stated he felt that the inquiry would have to remain
as it now stands; that perhaps we were borrowing trouble 1n exploring
it sny further, and assured me that the Archivist had made & thorough
search of all of the material on hand to make sure that the material
in question had not been received by the Archivist at another time
or under other circumstances.

Uodllle

I Thomas [J. Kelle
AssistantUDirector/ (PI)

TIK/ hes . s

SL FoiA S5 8-15-79
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R Mr, Jimes B, Rhoads R

Lot o w. Axebivict of the United Ctetes . Vo N aeSer W

siog e m il 1" tlonal Arvchives & Reeor 1.3 uor\rlcs , D :

fclington, D.-C. 20408 - © - TR

'E.,_I':"":'.'i;-',.' e IR L R S R IR R EC) et _-,-‘--,;:4-.“;‘.‘,‘:’._... RN T U
e Dear Mr. Rhcau‘s: '
oo We aro accepting the rltexnative set forth In the A
o «  letter of the General Counsel of the General Bervices ' :
Sl ol Adminisiration to me on December 10, 1970, relating to . . .p oo 0
, .- the "Memorandum of Trans!er to the Archives" dat s K o Y
’ Aprll 26, .1...65. . ) : ’

Tho c0py of this memorandum of transfer wh.lch

contains the origlnal signature of Evelyn Idncoln and the

S elgnature of George G. Burkley, physlcian to the President,
a-«... ... . andwitnessed by Robert I. Bouck, Chester J. Miller, and

©o= ot t e Edith E. Duncan, s herewlth transferred to the National

o vve~... . Archives and Records Service. The memorandum of N A

transfer consists of tv;o pages. The {irst page conlalns
3,.""‘ """ " the Initizls of Dr. Burkley, Robert I. Bouck, Chester J. "

' 0:,; o *  Miller «nd Evelyn Lincoln.
:4." : _ Very truly yours, .
WLGW“" ol
% Thomas J. elley
s Asslsiant Director

ce: Mr. Hart T. Mankin

e, General Counsel, GSA ' ey
‘i"-“} R T Al \' L e - o ,,' . ! s "% e iy hoea mes *a " ,-.l-_t';.'l'. ot .
Allaclnnent
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February 23, 1967 -

L

Mr. Torefoot Canders
Ascistont Attornoy ncnoml
Civil Divicion

Department of Justice
Vachington, D. C.

Denr Mr. ...nnders ]

There 1s forvarded hcreulth the sLaLunent R

requested from the Sccret Zorviee concerning the

custody of the photographs of the sutopey pm'rox-med

on the late President Kemnedy.

TJK/hes

Very truly yours,

James J. Rowley

TsL Foik S5 §-5-79
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The undersipgned have bech i-cq“crhrl-d to furnith hst&teheni "
ns to the custody of tho x- rnyn ond £1lma toleh t.ur'.‘mg the mitupn#
on the body of the lale Precident Jehn Fi Fennedy on the liigh£ bb
Yovewber 22, 1963, ‘- - S e :f!
renistont .;pecinl M:ent n Chnw_,e Roy H kellermar of Lh;
S:.cr;t Rorvice \ma pruccnt dtu‘ing the r;.iltopr;y, nnd upon ltl
conelusion received from Capteln J. Il Clover, dr., Ccu .r"rndinu
Orricer, United Etotes llava.l t.cdical ...chaol, Lho total nnount or.. ‘
photog,mphiu filn erposud. _ R
At the crne tire, Cormander John . Ebersole; United Glates
Yavy, Acting Chtef of Radiology, U. 5. Naval lionp.ltni. ﬂntiomi-

I'aval Medlenl Center, Dothesdn, Marylond, delivepr.-d to Kellerron

" @1l the z-ray £1lm which had been exponed. - N wh -

From the nizht of Hovember 22, 1903 wntil April 26, 1965,
there x-ray and photographie filmo were in the cuctody nnd. ‘
pocseseion of the United States Sceret ferviee at all times, ititch
oustody end poscestion wes nnintained ns followsi .

(1) During the carly morming hours of lovember 23, 19(3;
Kellerman dellvered the films to Robert I, Nouck, U, 8. Feeret

Service, at the Executive Offices Bullding, ¥nshington, D. C.

» SL Foh SS &579
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by Fox in thc ..ccrct Forvice pho*ographlo Jabomtory. On or
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{2) On or nbout l'ovcrrbcx- 27, Douck handed Lhe photncmpluc
riln to Jines K. Fox; U, S. feeret fervice, and insi:ucled Fox to
e Lhe phietosrnphie £ila to the U. B. luvy Motbgraphle t.nﬁora-__"
tory. = , :
B (}] ch took the photozrephie f1lm to the . 8. i!avy g

motogrnphic T borutor;v on ov nbout How:mher 2‘{, 1963, 'mn binek -

R T I -.'_..Al- il O E'.,

and s.hitu 1'11"1 1as procns'-.cd blnck end vhit.e hcsnthca were
developed, and color positiven wcre kinde from the colored I‘ilm. \
'I‘hu procescing end. :IQVelon.cnk wen done by Lt. V. Hndoniu. lJ. h.
-"Navy, at the laboratory. During the precescing end dnvelomen‘: -.
Fox remaincd with the phobog:rnphic:_ film at the inbum Lory and nt

the conclusion of the procecsing nnd developnerit, n1l i;he photﬁ-'

graphio filnm which Fox had rcceived from Fouck wos returncd by

" Fox to Bouck on or mbout November 27, 1963 at.about 2:00 p.m, ° -

(4} Touck mnd Edith Dunenn, Administrntl‘\re Annintnnt. U B. _
uccrct Service, p]ﬂced the procecsced photographle film ond the o
x-roy film in o combination lock-rofe-file In the Protective
Rescarch Eectlon of the Feeret forvice at the Executive 0ffices
Building, Vachinglon, D, C., the combination of the tafe Ledng
known to only tvo perconsg, Bouck and Duncen,

{5) A few deys later, black end white printc were mbde

Fi e IS - - .
about Dccenber 9, 1503, at the dlrecblnn of kr. Douck, l’ox tuﬂk

DSL Fo ss 8-I5-79
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the loekcd cofe.
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the colorsd patitlves back to the U. S. I'avy lhot05raphie Inborné

4 . . ' -> * ! --.-
tory and observed while cnlarged coler prints uere odas A1l the
color pesitives and prints weve delivered to Iohek by Fox nboub

6:00 p.m. that came cvening, nt wilch bine they vere yetuned to
() oOn or cbout J‘-pril_26._196.5._. the fecret kervice rem.zi:._'ved
foem Vice Aditral Gocige G, Burkley, physiclan to the ércnident.
a letter frus Sennlor Robert F..chnudy. duted April 22, 1305, to
hdmiral Lurkley, which laller requested Aduiral Durkley to release .
the material in the custody of the fcerat Service nnd dellver it
to Ers. Evelyn Tincoln nt the Knticenal Lrchives.
(7) on April 26, 1965, Admirel Purkley, Douck ond other
uecrct fervice personnel invonturied the toterinol in the pocsestion
of the teeret fervice, including the x-ray end-pho! og:qphie 1tcmn
mentioned herelnabove, and theresfler delivered all of cald materihii‘
with a copy of the inventory, to lirs. Lincoln at the fational
Archives nt Oth and Fennsylvenia Avenue, N. H., imnhipgton. D. Ci
The transfer to Frs. Lincoln was ret forth in & letter, dnted
April 26, 1765, from Adwiral Burkley to lirs. Lincoln, withezsed by
Douck, Duncan and Chester Hiller of the Secret fervice,
All of the z-ray end pholographic filro received by Hr.

kellermen on the night of November 22, 1963, end nll the prints

s Fok SS9 8-15-19
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FROM @ SAIC Towns - Intelligence PDivision 8((.

suppr.eT: Statwment of Photographer Jamms Fox . “’/’ .

Ennrlosed are the original and one ropy of a statement
by Photographer Jomes Fox concerning the handling and
procaessing of photographic negatives and positives made
during the autopsy of President John F. Kennedy.

?’gﬂ(’@

Ronald C. Towns
Special Agent in Charge

Buy U.S. Suvings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Februdry 16; 1967
HEHURANDUY

1 have becn asked to furnish cextain information con-
cerning my perticipation in the hendling and processing
nf pholographic negatives and positives made during the
“ostopsy of President John F. Kenuedy.

At this time, I have no way of positively determining

the dates and times I handled the neyatives and positives.
To the best of my recollection, the following information
is correct:

on Luvember 27th, 1963, I wns instructed by my

. superrvisor, SAIC Robert I. Bouck, Protective Re=
search Scetion, to make arrangements with the
Naval Processing Center located at Anacostia to
have processced both black and white negatives
and culor positives made during the autopsy of
President John F. Kennedy at the Bethesda Naval
Hospital. On the same date I procecded to the
Naval Processing Center, Anacostia, accompanied
by Chief Rcbert L. Knudsen, Mrs. Kennedy's per-
sonal photographer. Negatives and positives
were procr.ssed the same day and returned to SAIC
Bouck, November 27, 1963.

Oon Deccuwber 9th, 1963, I was instructed by SAIC
Bouck, to have 8" x 10" color prints made from

the color positives and I again proceeded to the
llaval Procassing Center with Chief Robert L.
Knudsen where several photographs were made under
my pertonal supcrvision. I returned them to SAIC
Buuck at approximately 5:45 p.m., December 9, 1963.

wrmmar 7 T

ames Fox
Photographer
. Intelligence Division
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