Autopsy pix-i-reys hearing 2/14.69 ) Harold leicberg
conversstion with Dr. Rhosds-my unenswered
Archives reguests.

The government observed Velentine's Dey by dispetching not fewer
then seven leswyers to tae hearing., Sitting with them was Dr. Hhoads. In the
courtroom, looking gloomy, was lMerion “ohnson. 4t the first hesring, “hoads had
been there from the beginn:ng. Johmson arrived lster. 1 then hed the impression
he was there becsuse they saw 1 was.

At the first recess, becsuse 1 hed no cigerettes and there was not
enough time for & cigar, 1 locked eround to see who wae smoking. I thereupon
askad_ﬂhoads for one. Without smiying, he offered 1t. At the end of the dey,
when I hsrpened to be near him, 1 suzgested the record slready looked bad

enough for government scholarship, that I didn't want to have to take the time
o write specifying what * had requested thet had not been gent, why didn't they
Jeen this up. He ssaid he was under the jmpression there remained no unanswered
requests from me, I essured him there were sni these were specific. His reply
rether surprised me, for it was to the effect (Ihad sai why did he not have the
{le of my correspondence checked for this) that this hed just been done. The
tlesr import is that he hed either ordered it or it had teen done end he nad
been informed of it.

i 3 suggested_he heve it done szein, for I know there remain recuests
ot yet resvonded to. He s=ald he would.

From this I gethered they hzd expected me to be used es a witness
o testify to Archives slowdowns and fsilures to supply whet haed been requested.
I slso gethered that they expected to be ealled upgn to snswer for such s charge,
n ore form or snother, It is certainly strenge thet the head of en sgency who
! [] s in court becsuse he says his numerous duties weigh so hesvily mpon him he
culd find going to Hew Orlesns & hardship, is informed in such minor detasil of
the requests of an unimportent {ndividual{ Up ticht?

During the discussion 1 said there was a reguest more then three
weeks old, for the trsnsfer pspers of 4/65 relsting to the pictures and A-rays
$111 not responded to. 1 told him I hed not been given this materiel, thpt I
ad not been told I would not get it, that 1 hed not been told woy I didn t have
it or woether I could not. I decpdred this was not properly subject to withholding.
His reply wes almost verbatim that of Yohnson of two weeks earlier: I would soon
be informed, I sugzested the correlstion between the hearing of thet date snd the

feilure to respond. e igmored it.

I told him it was lsrgely mesningless for them to tell me I could
exemine the files in their search rosm, for in that enormity there ie 1itsle meens
of knowing or selecting the proper ones. T slso told him I wag awere of their
problem becsuse 1 Wes aware of the Willens interces:ion in ths eerly Commission
deys to block indexing. He replied "/e heve recelved files in tetter condition”.
“ine was thet I would aceept this ss one of nis lerger understutements, at which
he smiled., He nodded his head when I mentioned "pennypinching", affirmetively.

As we were lesving the coyri building. Hanoon, toe agsistant DA,
come yp to us. In s friendly chst with “uma he suggested thet he did not know
what would ensure 9which neither he nor we believed) , but he would not be surprised
to see us Thursday "on the third floor". “e told buma he knew *“‘uma wou%d not want
to do unnecesssry travelling, though he might want to be =t the “ardi Gree. He
exvlesined the court ~f sppeals is on the third floor....Strange twigt: the zovern-

ment ite initial spoeal on the basis Hslleck had no jurisdiction. Its finsl omne
wes thet he could not sllow decision on privelege to vest in Judge Heggerty; that

@ss snd he had to essume his responsibilityl



