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At 8:50 p.m., Mr. JAMES 'WATLEY, Chief, VniteC States 

Secret Service, gave to SA ELMER LEE TODD an envelope containing 

a bullet. This envelope and its contents were ta::en directly 

to the PEI Laboratory and delivered to SA =BERT A. FRAZIER. 
The envelope was opened and initials of both SA TODD and F2AZIER 

were etched on the nose of the bullet for identification purposes. 
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Ae approximately 3 p.m. on Noveeber 22, 1963, following the 
President's announced aseaasination, it was ascertained that 
Air Force clic  the President's jet, was returning from Love 
Feeld, Dallaa: Texas, flying the body back to Andrews Air gorce 
Bee°, Camp Springs, Maryland. 3As FRANCIS X. O'NEILL, JR.; 
and JAMES W. SIBERT proceeded to Andrews Air Force Base to 
handle any matters which would fall within the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, inaemuch-as it wao. 
anticipated that a large group of both military and civilian 
personnel assigned to the :ease woule congregate at Base 
Operations to witness the landing of this flight. '1 

Lt. Col. RO3ERT T. BEST, Director of Law Enforcement and 
Security, advised the Presidentic plane would arrive at 
5;25 p.m. Subeeruently, Col. BEST advised that the plane 
would aer eve at G:05 p.m. 

Au approximeee_y 5:55 p.m. agents were advised throueh the 
Hyatesvella :....edent Agency Lhat 'Le.e.Bureau had instructed 
thet the ago..;,;. accompany .;1-.e body to the National Naval 
Medical Center, Bethesda,reeylend, to stay with the body 
and to deeeen bullets reportedly en the President'e body. 

I • 
Immediately aeants oontected Mr. JAmrs ROWLEY, the Director 
of t'ec U. S. Secret Service, identefied ehcmcelves and made 

aaaLLY aware of our aeorementioeed instruction. Immediately 
followine the plane's landing, Mr. :AOWLZY arranged seating 
for Euree.- eeents in the VeirA car of the White House motorcade 
which :0:e-owed the ambulance containing the President's body 
to the :::eval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland. 

On =lee. at the Medical Cen1:er, the ambulance stopped in 
frcet c. he main entrance, at which time Mrs. JACQUELINE 

,nd Attorney General ROBERT KENNEDY embarked from the 
aerelance and entered the building. The ambulance was there-
aftew Oetver. around to the rear entrance where the President's 
body was reeoved and taken into an autopsy room. Bureau ' 
agents aesiated in the moving of the casket to the autopsy 
roe. 	e eteht security was emmediately placed around the 
auteeey eoom by the Naval facility aed the U. S. Secret Service. 
Beeeeeu aeents made contact with Mr. ROY KELLERMAN, the 
Aaeestane Secret Service Agent in Charge of the White House 
rree1, and eevised him of tbe Bureau's interest in this matter.  

On  11/22X3  of 	Bethesda, Maryland 	F11,1) 	89- 3o  

by  SAs FRANCIS X. O'NEILL, .TR.; 	 11/26/63  ,00.1 dietarid 
JAMES W SIBERT s afl 	 eAse. 
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He advised that he had already received instructions from 
Director ROWLEY as to the presence of Bureau agents. It 
will be noted that aforementioned Bureau agents, Mr. ROY 
KELLERMAN, Mr. WILLIAM GREER and Mr. WILLIAM O'LEARY, Secret 
Service agents, were the only personnel other than medical 
personnel present during the autopsy. 

The following individuals attended the autopsy: 

Adm. C. B. HOLLOWAI, U. S. Navy, Commanding Officer 
of the U. S. Naval Medical Center, Bethesda; 

Adm. BERKLEY, U. S. Navy, the president's personal 
physician; 

Commander JAMES J. HUMES, Chief Pathologist, Bethesda 
Naval Hospital, who conducted autopsy; 

Capt. JAMES H. STONER, JR., Commanding Officer, U. S. 
Naval Medical School, Bethesda; 

Mr. JOHN T. STRINGER, JR., Medical photographer, 

JAMES H. EBERSOLE; 

LuOYD E. RAIHB; 

J. T. BOZWELL, 

J. G. RUDNICKI; 

PAUL K. O'CONNOR, 

J. C. JENKINS; 

JEHROL F. CRESTER, 

EDWARD F. REED; 

JAMES METZLER. 

During the course of the autopsy, Lt. Col. P. FINCK, U. S. 
Army Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, arrived to assist 
Commander HUMES in the autopsy. In addition, Lt. Cmdr. 
GREGG CROSS and Captain DAVID O3BORNE, Chief of Surgery, 
entered the autopsy room. 

Major General WEHLE, Commanding Officer of U. S. Military 
District, Washington, D.C., entered the autopsy room to 
ascertain from the Secret Service arrangements concerning the 
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transportation of the President's body hack to the White House. 
AMC CHESTER H. BOYERS, U. S. Navy, visited t'ie autopsy room 
during the firal stages of such to type receipts given by FBI 
and Secret Service for items obtained. 

At the termination of tho autcpsy, the following personnel 
from Gawler's Funeral Home entered the autopsy room to 
prepare the President's body for burial: 

JOHN VAN HAESEN 
EDWIN STROBLE 
THOMAS ROBINSON 
Mr. HAGEN 

Brigidier General GODFREY McHUGH, Air Force Military Pidd 
to the President, was also present, as was Dr. GEORGE BAKEMAN, 
U. S. Navy. 

Arrangements were made__ for the perforr.ance of the autopsy 
. the U. S. Navy and Secret Service. 

The President's body was remceed from the casket in which it 
had been transported and was placed on the autopsy table, at 
which time the complete body was wrapped in a sheet and the 
head area contained an additional wrapping which was saturated 
with blood. Following the removel of the wrapping, it was 
ascertained that the President's clothing had been removed 

NI and it was also apparent that a tracheotomy had been performed, 
as well as surgery of the head area, namely, in the top of 
the skull. All personnel with the exception of medical 
officers needed in the taking of photographs and X-Rays were 
requested to leave the autopsy room and remain in an adjacent 
room. 

Upon completion of X-Rays and photographs, the first incision 
eas made at 8:15 p.m. X-Rays of the brain area which were 
develpped and returned to the autopsy room disclosed a path 
of a missile which appeared to enter the back of the akull 
and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed 
along the right aide of the 	The largest section of 
this missile as portrayed by X-Ray appeared to be behind the 
right frontal sinus. The next largeet fragment appeared to 
be at the rear of the skull at the juncture of the skull bone. 

The Chief Pathologist advised approximately 40 particles of 
disintegrated bullet and smudges indicated that the projectile 
had fragmentized while passing through the skull region. 
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During the autopsy 	inspecteon of the arca cf the brain, 
two fragments of metal were removed by De. HUMES, namely, 
cne fragment measuring 7 x 2 millimeters, which was removed 
from the right side ox the brain. An additional fragment of 
metal measuring 1 x 3 millimeeors was also remove-1 from this 
area, both of which were placed in a glass jar containing a 
black metal top which were thereafter marked for identification 
and following the signing of a proper receipt were transported 
by Bureau agents to tha FBI Laboratory. 

During the latter stages of this autopsy, Dr. HUMES located 
an opening which appeared to be a bullet hole which was below 
the shoulders and two inches to the right of tne middle line 
of the spinal column. 

This opening vas probed by Dr. HUMES with the finger, at which 
time it was determined that the trajectory of the missile . 
entering at this point had entered at a downward position of 
45 to 60 degrees. Further probing determined that the distance 
travelled by this missile was a short distance inasmuch as the 
end of the opening could be flit with the finger. 

Inasmuch as no complute bullet of any size could be lccated in 
the brain area and likewise no bullet could be located in the 
back or any other area of the body as determined ty total 
body X-Rays and inspection revealing there was no point of 
exit, the individuals performing the autopsy were at a loss 
to explain why they could find no bullets. 

A call was made by Bureau agents to the Firearms Section of 
the FBI Laboratory, at which time SA CHARLES L. KILLION advised 
that the Laboratory had received through Secret Service 
Agent RICHARD JOHNSON a bullet which had reportedly been found 
on a stretcher in the emergency room of Parkland Hospital, 
Dallas, Texas. This stretcher had also contained a stethescope 
and pair of rubber gloves. Agent JOHNSON had advised the 
Laboratory that it had not been ascertained whether or not 
this was the stretcher which had been used to transport the 
body of President KENNEDY. Agent MILLION further described 
thin bullet as pertaining to a 6.5 millimeter rifle which 
would be approximately a 25 caliber rifle and that this bullet 
consisted of a copper alloy full jacket. 

Immediately following receipt of this information, this was 
made available to Dr. HUMES who advised that in his opinion 
this accounted for no bullet being located which had entered 
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the back region and that since external cardiac massage had 
been performed at Parkland Hospital, it was entirely possible 
that through such movement the bullet had worked its way 
back out of the point of entry and had fallen on the 
stretcher. 

Also during the latter stages of the autopsy, a piece of the 
skull measuring 10 x 6.5 centimeters was brought to Dr. HUMES 
who was instructed chat this had been removed from the Presi-
dent's skull. Immediately this section of skull was X-Rayed, 
at which time it was determined 'ey Dr. HUMES that one corner 

.of this section revealed minute metal particles and inspection 
of this same area disclosed a chipping of the top portion 
of this piece, both of which indicated that this had been 
the point of exit oetYle bullet enterling 'the- skull region. 

On the basis of the latter two developments, Dr. HUMES 
stated that the pattern was clear that the one bullet had 
entered the President's back and had worked its way out of the 
body during external cardiac massage and that a second high 
velocity bullet had entered the rear of the skull and had 
fragmentizd prior to exit through the top of the skull. 
He further pointed out that X-Rays had disclosed numerous 
fractures in the cranial area which he attributed to the 
force generated by the impact of the bullet in its passage 
through the brain area. Ile attributed the death of the President 
to a gunshot wound in the head. 

The following is a complete listing of photographs and X-Rays 
taken by the medical authorities of the President's body. 
They were turned over to M. ROY KELLERMAN of the Secret 
Service. X-Rays were developed by the hospital, however, 
the photographs were delivered to Secret Service undeveloped: 

11 X-Rays 
22 4 x 5 color photographs 
18 4 x 5 bladk and white photographs 
1 roll of 120 film cchtainin& five exposures 

f .Mr. KELLERMAN stated thece items could be made available 
to the FBI upon request. The portion of the skull measuring 
10 x 6.5 centimeters was maintained in the custody of Dr. 
HUMES who stated that it also could be made available for 
further examination. The two metal fragments removed from 
the brain area were hand carried by SAs STRERT and O'NEILL 
to the FBI Laboratory immediately following the autopsy and 
were turned over to SA KURT FRAZIER. 



NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 
BETHESDA 14. MARYLAND 

25 November 1963 

Prom: Commanding Officer, Nation's]. Naval Medical Center 
To: 	The White House Physician 

Subj: Autopsy protocol in the case of John F. Kennedy, Late President 
of the United States 

1. Transmitted herewith by hand is the sole remaining copy (number 
eight) of the completed protocol in the case of John F. Kennedy. 
Attached are the work papers used by the Prosector and his assistant. 

2. This command holds no additional documents in connection with 
this case. 

3. Please acknowledge receipt. 

C. B. GALLOWAY 



Commission No. 	3 // 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 
U. S. SLCIOST SEPWICM 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25. O. C. 

CO-2-34030 

Protective Research Section 
November 26, 1963 

Receipt is acknowledged this date, Nov. 26, 1963, of the 
following items from Dr. George G. Berkley: 

Ono piece of bronze colored material inadvortently broken 
in transit from caskot in which body was brought from Dallas. 

One letter - Curtificato of Death of John F. Kennedy - State 
of Toxas - dated Nov. 22, 1963. 

One carbon copy of letter dated November 26 from Commanding 
Officer, U. S. Medical School, concerning law and regulations 
regarding confidential nature of the events. 

On receipt dated Nov. 22, 1963, for bed sheet, surgical 
drapes, and shroud used to cover the body in transit. 

One receipt dated Nov. 22, 1963, regarding a carton of 
7notographic film, undovolopod except for X-rays, delivered 
to PRS for safekeeping. 

An original and six pink copies of Certificate of Death 
(Nay.Med.N) 

One receipt from FBI for a missile recovered during the 
examination of the body. 

One letter from University of Texas South West Medical 
School including report from Dr. Clark and summary of their 
findings of treatment and examination of the President in 
the Dallas County Hospital. Said letter of transmittal states 
that three carbon copies have boon retained in that area. 

One copy of autopsy report and notes of the examining doctor 1 

/ 

which is described In letter of transmittal Nov. 25, 1963 by \ 
Dr. Gallaway. 

Transmittal letter and 7 copies of the above item (autopsy report) 

Authorization for post mortom examination signed by the Attorney 
::...oral aid dated Nov. 22, 1963. 

Robert 1. Bouck 
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Mr. GERALD A. BEHN, Special Agent in Charge, White 
House Detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at 
his office and advised that during the President's visit to 
the State of Texas, then Vice President JOHNSON would always 
arrive at the next city to be visited ahead of the President and 
would join the party awaiting the President's arrival. This 
was accomplished by the use of two Jets, Air Force I, which 
carried the President, and Air Force II, carrytng the Vice 
President. On departing from a city, Air Force I would first 
take off followed by Air Force II which would thereafter pass 
Air Force I in flight, cruising at a faster speed, thus allowing 
the Vice President to arrive prior to the President and be with 
the greeting party. 

Mr. BERN was questioned concerning the section of 
the President's skull, whtch was brought to the National Navy 
Medical Center at Bethesda, Maryland after the autopsy was in 
progress. He advised that this section, which was measured by 
the Doctor performing the autopsy as being 10 x 6.5 centimeters, 
was found in the Presidential car on the floor between the front and rear seats. He further related that two fragments of bullets had also been found in this vehicle in the front of the car and 
that the windshield had been cracked by the impact of one of 
these fragments. 

BEHN was likewise questioned concerning the location 
of a bullet which had been found on a stretcher at Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas and which had been turned over by the Secret 
Service to an Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 

1 delivery to the FBI Laboratory. He stated that on learning of 
such a bullet being found at the Dallas Hospital he inquired of a group of his Agents who had returned from the Dallas trip on 
the night of November 22, 1963, and Secret Service Agent RICHARD 
JOHNSEN produced this bullet which had been handed to him by 
someone at the hospital who had stated that it was not known 
whether or not the President had been placed on the stretcher 
where the bullet was found. 

On  11J27/63 	&Washington, D.C. 	Fast ,'  BA 89-30 

by  SAs JAMES W. SIBERT & FRANCIS X. 0' NEILL,Date t  d. 	d  ow. 	11/27/63 JR.;mk 
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Mr. Behn advised that the undeveloped photographs 
and x-rays made during the course of the autopsy conducted at 
the National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, are in 
the custody of Mr. Bob Houck, Protective Research Section, 
United States Secret Service and could be made available to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation on request. 

(Note: This page has been re-typed for easy reading from page 3. 
of the original FBI autopsy report) 


