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M
ost often the pathologist em

ployed by the S
tate has not the 

proper credentials necessary for a m
edico-legal or forensic pathol-

ogist. H
is experience generally has been in hospital pathology 

w
here the cause of death is "presum

ed" from
 the m

edical records 
an

d
 treatm

en
t an

d
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 is p
erfo

rm
ed

 to
 co

n
firm

 th
e 

diagnosis. T
his differs radically from

 the forensic pathologist's 
experience. A

s a forensic pathologist the exam
ining doctor has 

n
o

t b
een

 in
fo

rm
ed

 ab
o

u
t th

e d
eath

. It is h
is jo

b
 to

 d
eterm

in
e 

a cru
cial leg

al facto
r, th

e cau
se o

f d
eath

, an
d
 to

 fin
d
 all th

e 
clues that the corpse can provide for the police. 

U
n
fo

rtu
n
ately

, th
e o

n
ly

 tim
e th

at an
 im

p
o
rtan

t d
istin

ctio
n
 

like this is publicly noticed is w
hen a m

istake has been m
ade. 

T
h
e U

n
ited

 S
tates G

o
v
ern

m
en

t m
ad

e a m
istak

e in
 o

rd
erin

g
 

certain N
avy and A

rm
y physicians to perform

 the autopsy on 
the body of P

resident John F
. K

ennedy. O
bviously, these m

en 
w

ere w
ell respected and learned doctors, yet their specialties 

w
ere n

o
t in

 fo
ren

sic p
ath

o
lo

g
y
. T

h
at w

as th
e m

istak
e th

at 
cau

sed
 a g

reat d
eal o

f u
n

n
ecessary

 an
d

 d
am

ag
in

g
 ru

m
o

rs to
 

rem
ain unansw

ered, T
his problem

 w
ith the K

ennedy autopsy 
w

as pointed out early by such skilled pathologists as C
yril H

. 
W

echt of P
ittsburgh, P

ennsylvania. 
D

eterm
in

in
g
 th

e P
resid

en
t's w

o
u
n
d
s o

f en
try

 an
d
 o

f ex
it 

w
as im

portant, D
r. W

echt has stated, and the surgical alterations 
m

ad
e in

 effo
rts to

 sav
e h

is life sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 tak
en

 in
to

 
account. 

A
t o

n
e p

o
in

t, th
e su

rg
eo

n
s w

ere co
n
fu

sed
 as to

 th
e w

o
u
n
d
 

in the back of the neck area and considered it both a w
ound of 

entry and a w
ound of exit. T

he opening in the front of th
e
 n

e
c
k

 

w
as considered as only a surgical w

ound since a tracheotom
y 

had been perform
ed. T

his type of error is one frequently m
ade 

by the inexperienced "forensic" pathologist and as an attorney 
you should be aw

are of the problem
s. 

P
hotographs and X

-rays of the P
resident's body should have 

been m
ade 

a
v

a
ila

b
le

 a
t le

a
s
t to

 th
e
 pathologists and also to the 

governm
ent a

r
tis

t w
ho prepared the schem

atic draw
ings for the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission R
eport. Instead, the artist had second- or 

third-hand inform
ation relayed to him

 verbally, and from
 that 

verbal description drew
 his synthetic rendition. T

he pathologists 
had the undeveloped X

-rays turned over to the F
.B

.I. or S
ecret 

S
ervice agents. and they w

ere prohahly not studied }m
in 

a
fte

r
 

w
ill :A

utopsy w
as com

pietee. 
3
6
2
 

In any gunshot case, actual photographs should alw
ays be taken 

of the body, the w
ound areas, and also the w

ound areas after the 
b

allistics ex
p

ert h
as p

ro
p

erly
 p

o
sitio

n
ed

 a stain
less steel p

in
 

through the w
ound tract. 

W
hen a bullet travels through the hum

an body, it loses som
e 

of its initial w
eight. It actually leaves slight traces throughout 

th
e en

tire tract. T
h

is can
 easily

 b
e sh

o
w

n
 in

 an
 X

-ray
. T

in
y

, 
dust-like particle fragm

ents of radiopaque m
etal w

ill be found. 
If the bullet hits a bane, naturally m

ore of its w
eight w

ill be 
lost. T

his m
aterial w

ill be deposited at the point of im
pact and 

ad
jacen

t to
 it. A

u
to

p
sy

 p
ro

to
co

l w
o
u
ld

 d
ictate th

at an
 X

-ray
 

be taken to determ
ine if any bullet or fragm

ent of a bullet w
ere 

still in the body. 
T

he original w
eight of a bullet w

hen com
pared to the final 

w
eight after it has been recovered from

 the body is an indication 
of w

hat could have occurred in the w
ound tract. T

his com
parison 

m
ethod w

ill also help to establish w
hich bullet m

ight have caused 
w

hich injuries w
here several bullets struck the deceased. 
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C
ircu

m
sta

n
ces: A

ccid
en

t, h
o

m
icid

e, su
icid

e, n
a

tu
ra

l d
ea

th
 o

r u
n

d
e-

te
r
m

in
e
d

. W
o

u
n

d
e
d

 in
 a

c
tio

n
 (W

IA
), d

ie
d

 o
f w

o
u

n
d

 (D
O

W
), 

o
r k

illed
 in

 a
ctio

n
 (K

IA
). D

ista
n

ce b
etw

een
 w

ea
p

o
n

 a
n

d
 v

ictim
. 

T
im

e in
terv

a
l b

etw
een

 in
ju

ry
 a

n
d

 d
ea

th
. 

▪
 

W
e

a
p

o
n

: 
T

y
p

e, ca
lib

er, m
o
d

el, b
ra

n
d

 n
a
m

e, a
n

d
 co

u
n

try
 o

f m
a
n

-
u

fa
ctu

re. 

M
 A

m
m

u
n

itio
n

: T
y

p
e
, c

a
lib

e
r
, b

r
a

n
d

 n
a

m
e
, a

n
d

 c
o

u
n

tr
y

 o
f m

a
n

-
u

fa
ctu

re. 

M
issile: 

D
e
n

e
r
lp

tIo
n

, w
e
ig

h
t in

 g
r
a

m
s o

r
 g

r
a

in
s, d

im
e
n

sio
n

s 
in

 

m
illim

eters, 
im

p
a

c
t v

e
lo

c
ity

 in
 m

e
te

r
s p

e
r
 se

c
o

n
d

 o
r
 fe

e
t p

e
r
 

seco
n

d
, a

n
d

 im
p

a
ct k

in
etic en

ergy 
in

 k
ilo

g
ra

m
-m

eters o
r fo

o
t-

p
o

u
n

d
s, D

isp
o

sitio
n

 o
f m

issile
 b

y
 su

r
g

e
o

n
 o

r
 p

a
th

o
lo

g
ist. 

O
 

C
loth

in
g of 

V
irth

ra.: 
M

issile h
o

les, p
o

w
d

er b
u

rn
s, b

lo
o

d
. 

E
 

E
x
te

rn
a
l, W

rn
m

d
c
 

T
y
p

e, lo
ca

tio
n

, a
n

d
 d

im
en

sio
n

s in
 m

illim
eters. 

S
u

p
p

o
rtin

g
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 

a
n

d
 m

aterial collected: 
• 

X
-ra

y
s

 o
f b

o
d

y
 o

r tissu
e sp

ecim
en

s. 

9
 C

o
lo

r a
n

d
 b

la
ck

-a
n

d
-w

h
ite p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s o

f ex
tern

a
l w

o
u

n
d

s b
efo

re 
a

n
d

 a
fte

r
 w

a
sh

in
g

 o
r
 sh

a
v

in
g

, 
m

issile 
p

a
th

 sh
o
w

n
 b

y
 p

r
o
b

e
, 

if p
o
ssib

le
, a

n
d

 
m

is
s

ile
s

 
reco

v
ered

 
in

 th
e
 b

o
d

y
. IA

. m
etric-

system
 

r
u

le
r
 sh

o
u

ld
 a

p
p

e
a

r
 in

 th
e
 

p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

.) 

• 
P

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s
 o

f w
e
a
p

o
n

 a
n

d
 m

issile
s fo

u
n

d
 a

l 
th

e
 scen

e 
(m

e
tric

-
s

y
s

te
m

 ru
le

r). 
▪
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