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After the riots in Watts, New-
ark and Detroit and after the anti- 

•?itfiW, movement 	gathered 

.t
etgth. the Johnson '&1On/3- 

-ordered a contingency plan 
trt it*Lte civil disorders tinder the 
Defog* Department code name of 
Cardin!' Plot 

The Los Angeles 'fines began 
an investigation of Garden Plot 
after hearing persistent rumors 
from left-wing sources that the 
Department of the Army had con-
tingency plans for Imposing mar• 
tial law in the United States. 

The implication by those pan-
ing along these rumos Implied 
that another scandal of Watergate 
magnitude awaited exposure, this 
time with the military as the 

%easy lee 

However, no evidence of a 
scandal or of plans for martial 
law appears in the hundred* of 
pages of Garden Plot documents 
declassified by the Array, with 
full backing of the Defense De-
partment, after the Times and 
others filed requeste for them 
under the Freedom of Information 
Act. 

The documents detail 
extensive planning. including the 
holding of command poet exercis- 
es, to improve coordination be-
tween local, state and federal 
authorities in dealing with civil 
disorder. 

But some of the declassified 
doctunenta have been censored 
and the Army has not made 
public all of the pertinent materi-
al. For example, a 1967 study, 
known as the Hennessey Report, 
that helped nurture Garden Plat,  

has not been fully declassified. 
And the Arm': declines to state 
how many men are on 12-hour 
standby alert, ready for transport 
to a riot scene, thogh it is known 
that until W71 there were two bri-
gades up 4600 troops), on such ste-
t 15 

that Garden Plot contains any 
pruvision for martial law er for 
rounding up dissident civilians, 
one officer said that it would be 
unlikely such plans would have 
been committed to writing. Aside 
from this diffculty in assessing 
Garden Plot. it is not known what 

other documents remain to be";  
declassified. 

Some of the documents which 
have been declassified show that 
in.Califernta Garden Plot exer-
cises went under the code name 
Cable Splicer with the knowledge 
and participation of then Gover-
nor Ronald Reagan, the Califor-
nia National Guard, the California 
Highway 'Patrol, Sixth Army 
neadquarlpre in San Francisco 
and high' ranking utility execu- 
tives. 	 . 

Reagan, in addressing Mi.  mili-
tary men, police officials and 
corporate executives at a Feb. 10, 
1969, Cable Spiker planning meet-
ing, jocular said that if his 
political enemies saw him there 
they would see it as proof he "was 
planning a military takeover." 

Oa mother occasion Reagan 

made a stake of being involved in a 
"criminal conspiracy." 

The secrecy in which the con-
tingency planning was done, with 
secondary code names like Quiet 
Town II and Grain Metric, also 
heightened the suspicion of those 
looking for a sinister conspiracy. 

Sample detail from Garden 
Plot on using tire hoses to move 
small groups or to defend a barri-
cade 'Water may be employed as 

II flat trajectory weapon utiii7ing 
pressure or as a high trajectory 
weapon employing water as rain-
fall. The latter is highly effective 
during cold weather.'' 

There were six Cable Splicer 
operations in California, desesig-
nated by Roman numerals a illus-
trated on Sixth army documents 
with a drawing of a hand splicer 
closing on a length of wire. 
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