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II—A SINGLE BUIJACT, 
A SINSAVIAR 311Si)RY 

Bullet, Rift ...The. 'firing t  time 
of a:mail-order rifle...An ama-
Mut matiOn.picture....A gover-
nor's swkinds...A ' President's 
autoPsy. . 

It was from these elements 
that the Warren Commission 
constructed what has become 
known as the -0`tingle bullet 
theory." 

And- it is these elements 
which critics of the Warren report use to topple the theory 
and discredit the report. 
The theory was  reached after ; 

the commission staff was con-
fronted with two pieces of 'con-
flicting evidence: . 

—That the , first 'wound suf-
fered by President Itednady and Texas Gov. : John S. Comely 
evidently e&iiired Within ' a 
Span of 1.6 seconds; 2—that the 
murder weapon could not be 
fired faster than once every 2.3 seconds. 

s What was the answer? 
The commission deci 

one bullet went through Kenne-
dy's neck, traveled four fe 
forward and struck Connally, 
inflicting wounds of his chest, / 
wrist and thigh. A second 'bullet 
struck Kennedy at the back of 
his head and killed him. A third 
bullet missed. 

Any argument that Lee Har- 
Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 22, Col. 1 

vey Oswald was, the lone asses- 
= or he won't-stems from 
theory. 

The theory is central to these 
commission conclusiens: 

1—That all the shots fired 
at the President and governor 
were fired from Oswald's snip-
er's perch on the sixth floor 
of the Texas School Book De-
pository, Overlooking Dee* 
Plaza in oallas--W from no 
other place. 
2—That all the shots were 

fired from a 6.5nun Mannlicher- Carmine rifle, owned by. Oswald, 
and found on tM sixth floor aft. 
er the assimination--and no 
ether weapon in thy world. 

3—That all:  the shots Sere 
fired by Lee Harvey Oswald—
and no other person. 

In arrivingnt,the single bullet 
theory, the commission itself 
Ildd the 4roundwork for its pas-, 
:Able challenge b laying in the 
report: 

"Although it its not necessary 
to any essential findings  of  the commission to determine just 
which shot hit Gov. Connally, 
there is very persuasive evi-
dence frOM the experts to indi-
cate thatthe same bullet which 
pierced! the President's 'throat 
also caused Gov. Connagyl 
wounds." 

But if that didn't happen, the 
theory teeters—and so does the 
case against Oswald as  the lone assassin. 

The critics have *stashed 
the theory. But not with new 
eVidence,. They have used 
conjecture instead of fact 
And When they dig into the 
report for evidence, they do 
net describe all that is MI the 
shoveL 
For example: 
Mark Lane contends  the "al- 

leged" assassin rifle---the ,Ma-
nnlither!Carcarto —, was  plant-ed. His evidence: the depository 
rifle was first describedin press reports as a "Mouser." Lane 
also relies heavily on an affi-
davit by Constable Seymour 
Weitzman as describing the 
weapon as "a 7.65 Moser bolt 
action." Lane emphasizes that 
Weitzman was a rifle expert. What is  the fact? Weitzman tes-
tified he never handled the 
weapon and has since said that the word "Mauser" describes the bolt action. The Italian Man-
nlicher-Carcano, as mentioned. 
was manufactured with the pa-
tented German Mauer bolt ac-
tion, and the Italians recham-bered it for 6.5mm ammunition. 

Epstein claims the Autopsy report on Kennedy is 

Evidence Is Dot 
on Autopsy 
Hit evithtnce: a dot on an autop- sy 	indicates) a bullet en- 

' beloW Kennedy's' shoulder, 
which means' the bullet couldn't 
hive emerged to hit Connally.' 
What is the fact? The dot is off the mark, But the descriptive 
detail with . it locates the neck 
wound 'precisely. So does the 

-testimony of the pathologists as 
well as.the autopsy report itself. 

*Weisberg claims the fihretak-ea.by a spectatdr,' Abraham Za-
pruder, show* Kennedy was ., Wounded much earlier than the 
commission says, and this Insane there had to be another 
Pitman in another firing. post-
e*. His evidence is ,obtained 

der's 
lind to wigit 

Commission Saw. Facts, 
Drevi Conclusions 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is 
the secoid instalbnent'of the 
present* 	* 	as 
a 'lin, the 

1 
that 

1 an convinced beyond any 
-That I was not shtick by 

" says the gegfir-
Mr« *6161 his 
of: tbg sequence 'in which he h 	a shot ind then fait Mni- 

t—and since a bullet 
faster than 

could he have heard 4i0. same 
shot that bit him? 

But the cormiliskoi. 	folk it could not bea cerhifl kr 
was other evidence whisk indi-
cated the govertior„coOd be ki error about his 
The governor wap clisir shin 
being hitin thesktitt head 
not know nod! 
a bullet 'hi 
wrist anti, 

ttioviiierelltv 12 oath betWiimuthe first and last 
shots. But analysis of the Za-
pruder 511th indicated that there 
were 5.6 seconds during which 
one shot svoundedKennedy and another killed MM. 

Governor, Wife 
Agnes on Testimorri 

There also was uncertainty 
due to the testimony of Conway 
and his wife Nellie. The' 
nor testified that Kennedy *at 
hit and hat bits hands at his 
tIneat. And then, he said, he 
was hit by a second shot His wife agrees. 

"I immediately, when I' was 
hit, I said, 'Oh, no, no no.' And 
then I said, 'My God, they are 

to kill us all,' " Connally te., w4 
But Mrs. Connally testified: 
"As tbelhit shot with WI and I ,turned to look at the 

same time, 1 recall John 





Wesley Liebeler says that "if 
you assume Lane is right on all 
of this, what does it 	9 
The fact is that that ' 	was 
owned by Oswald, he wasin the 
depository, the immty , shells 
were fired by that weapon, the 
recovered bullet was fired by 
that weapon. The best evidence 
that the rifle was capable of 
delivering the shots and that 
Oswald was capable of hitting 
the president and governor is 
that it did, and he did." 

Specter cluillenges the' time 
interprelatiots by the critics, sayinge • ,f 

"The would-he critics of the 
commission. report all make 
the same mistake in Interpret-
ing the iossihility of fitting 
three shots in a 5.6 seconds 
time-sPan because they count 
the first :shot. 
"When you fire three times, 

the first tdiet is not taken into account in the timing sequence.  
Look at it this way: aim is tak-
en and there js the first shot. 
Then 2.3 seconds passes while 
the bolt action is worked and 
the next shot is fired. Then an-
other 2.3 seconds for the third 
shot. The three shots can be 
fired within 4.6 seconds range of 
time." 

Lane, Epstein and Weisberg 
also introduce another element 
'in challenging the capability of 
the . Mannlicher-Carcano: a 
fourth shot. Patently, the rifle 
as tested, 'could not haVe deliy, 
'ered four shots in 5.6 seconds. 
But where is their evidence? 
The commission considered 
such A possibility, but found no 
credible evidence for more than 
three shots. 

Debate Could Give 
Commission,.Support 

It might seem that the Com-
mission would-  find added'.,sup- 
port in the firing demengration 
by , a British Royal Marines ser-
geant appearing on a BBC 'tele-
vision show Jan. 30, 1967. Lane 
land Specter were there as par-
ticipants' in a debate about the 
controversy and saw the ser-
geant using a 'Mannlicher-Car-
cano of the same vintage as Os-
wald's, -aim at a target-and get 
three rounds off in 	seconds. 

By that measure, it could 
have been possible that sepa-
rate rounds could have hit the 
phsident and governor in close 
order. But if that happened, more riddles are wised: if one 
bullet alone went, through' the 
president's neck, how did 

 without striking anyone else 
or anything else? If the gover-
nor was hit separately, what 
sort of wounds would he have 
suffered,, and could they then 
have been tram Bullet 390? 

This was the bullet, In an 
almost undamaged eenettea, 
which was found 'In 'yard 
Memorial Hospital, wh e r e 
both the President and goi- 
ernor were taken. The corn- 
Mallon says it is the ballet 
which passed through the 
President's neck and struck 
the governor in the chest, 
wrist and thigh. 
Mark Lane describes it in a 

chapter entitled "Magic Bul-
let." Epstein calls it "The 
Stretcher Bullet." "The so-
called `found' bullet," Weisberg 
says, "..could, for example, 
have been planted in the hospi-
tal." 

Experts put the bullet under 
scientific 'tests which they said 
proved it was fired by the Man-
nlicher-Carcano rifle. 

The 6.5mm copper-jacketed 
bullet weighed 156.6 grains. Its 
standard weight would be 160- 
161 grains. This would mean 
that Bullet da9 lost between 1.4 
and 2.4 grains. 

Surgeon Rules Out-  '; 
Controversial Bullet 

Lane and Epstein each cite 
three Particular witnesses for their conclusion that Sul* :,399 

caused the wounds received by 
lest too I little weight to have 

Connally. One is Col. 
Finck, one of the autop 
geons, who ruled out the. WOO 
"for 	reason that there 'are 
too 	y /replants ileigirlhod in that (Cmwlly's) wris 
other is Cmdr. James J. li 
the diet autOPsy pa 

11 

de  

Dr, George T. Shires, who treated the thigh wound, testi-
fied on bullet fragments were 
recovered from it but that a 

lima one, discernible on X-
ray, remained in the femur. 
He was asked its weight, and 
answered "maybe a tenth of 
a grain." 
Critic 'Harold Weisberg says 

that "the report refers to no 
fragments elsewhere. Shires 
says there is still one in the chest." Bet esamlite Shires' 
testimony in Vol. VI, Page 111, 
and you discover that Shires had just said any knowledge he had about damage to the rib 
was "only hearsay from Dr. 
Shaw, that's all." Shires was 
next asked whether he knew 
whether there were any bullet 
fragments in the chest, and he 
replied: "No, again except from 
postoperativs X-rays, there is a 
small fragment remaining, but the initial fragments I think Dr. 

Shaw saw before I arrived." 
Shaw, who treated the gover-nor's chest I wounds, testified' about this in no uncertain 

terms. 
,"We saw no evidence of any metallic material in 'the X-ray 

that we had of the chest, and we 
found none during the opera-
tion," Shaw said. He had also 
testified that an X-ray made seven days after the shooting 
discloSed nothing except evi-
dence of healing. 

Shaw Responsible 
for Wound Statement 

Shair. was reeprinsibie for the 
statement there were three 
grains of metal in the wrist 
wound. But as he stated in his i testimony, he did "not accurate-

ly examine" this wound. That 
was Gregory's job. 

None pl,the critics mentions, 
incidentally, that. the diacarery 
of Bullet 399 was not' entirely 
unanticipated. For it occurred 
to Gregory during the operatiOn 
that such a search shOuld . be made. He says in his testimony: 

There ,wes "some speculation 
on our part, on my part, which 
was voiced to someone that 
seine search ought to be made 
in fhe governor's clothing or perhaps in the auto or nate 
place, wherever he ;may have been, for the missile 'which 
produced this much damage 
and was not resident in him." 

Ballet 399 had already been 
Rebid, unknown to Gregory, 
when he said this. It was dis-
covered shortly after 1 p.m., 
when the President was pro-
towed dead, on a stretcher 
in the corridor near the 
ground floor emergency rooms. 

At first, it was thought this 
bullet came from the , presi-
dent's stretcher. And that fit in 
with the speculation that a but 
let had hit the 'president in the 
back and exited during external 
heart massage. But the autepay 
was to show that this didn't Ilan- 
pen 

The commission determined 
that the bullet came from Con-
nally's stretcher. 

Epstein here goes back to .Col. 
Finck, saying his testimony 
"cam* be dismissed merely 
because it collided with "the hy-
pothesis that Bullet 399 was 
found on Connally's stretcher. 
Since Finck's tategerie# state-
ment ,that Nahtillet suidd not 
have caused Connally4 .wrist 
wound was never ch 
disputed, or corrected, it 
only be concluded from the evi-
dence that Bullet' 399 did not 
come from Connally's stretch-
er." 

Olivier Testimony'. 
Given in Report . 

Annie should tarn ta vet. V, page 90, wheia it lad 
the testimony of Dr. Alfred G. 
Otter, an expert on Indira 

*. • 
exchange took .pinee: 

es to whether-, 'hi* 	*net SI did cause the wound on the[ g i4 
wrist, .asnuming if you 

Will Ills 
found en 
or at 

es 
arse`it *e-

lite 'stretchers it could net tie 
determised to a certainty Sit the bullet came from roiled-
ly'a stretcher or, didn't come 
from the presidenrs stretch-
er, Darrell' Tomlinson, the 
Parkland Hospital engineer 
wile found the bullet, could 
not Identify the stretcher pos-
itively. There were two 
stretchers in the corridor 
where the bullet was found. 
Epstein says, "Since all stretchers were eventually re-

turned to this area to be re-
made, the key question was: Was Kennedy's stretcher re-
turned before' or after the bullet 
was 'found? This question was 
never answered." 

ope.rtited 
ccheet,ark wbs teed-

ited dane.wsre tittee grains 
in the governor's Wrist. 

These conflicts were cleared 
ap in other testimony, but the 
commission was remiss in not 
resolving the conflicts when 
they arose. 

The critics do not detail the 
specific testimony regarding 
these fragments, 

What was it? 
Dr. Charles F. Gregory, who 

treated the governor's wrist 
wound, testified X-rays dis-
closed "Jhree metallic flakes" 
there, and he added: "I wotdd 
estimate that they Would be 
weighed in micrograms, that 
it is something less than the 
weight =of a postage sten.," 
Not throe grains, as Dr. Shaw 
said. 



Not so. 
Tomlinson had testified he 

had come to the elevator area 
at around 1 p.m and found a 
stretcher which had some 
sheets on it. He pushed this 
stretcher from the elevator into 
the corridor. Then he took the 
elevator to the second floor, 
brought down a man who picked 
up two pints of blood, and re-
turned with him to the second 
floor where Connally Was in sur-
gery. He then made several 
trips between the ground floor 
and second floor before discov-
ering the bullet. 

Nurse with Kennedy 
Makes Statement 

NUrse Diana Hamilton sow-
ron testified she was in Traunia 
Room 1 with the president until 
his body was taken off the 
stretcher and placed in a cas-
ket., The stretche',-else said, War 
stripped of its sheets and then 

wheeled into Trauma Room 2.  
which was empty. 

Nurse Margaret M. Henehliffe 
gaveSimilar testiniOny, and was 
asked: 

`;1s it possible -.that the 
stretcller that Mr. Kodiedy was 
on was rolled with the sheets on 
it don,  into the area near the 
elevator?" 
• "No sir." 

"Are you sure of that?" • 
"I an positive of that.",  
Nurse Doris Mae Nelson tee-

tifieii she was standing pear 
the entrance to. Trauma Room 
2 . wlien the president's stretch-
er., clear of sheets, was moved 
into it. 
Exhibit 392, Containing Perk-

land HOspital records, has a 
statement saying that the presi-
dent was taken out of the hospi-
tal in a casket about 2 win. Tes-
timony from the doctors and 
'hospital personnel says the 
president - remained on the 
stretcher until his body was 
placed in the casket. Wesley 
Liebeier, who has gone further 
into, this filiation, says he has 
since determined from nurse 
Doris Nelson that the time was 
closer to 2:10 p.m. Either way, 
it would be long after the bullet 
had been discovered. 

could Bullet Have 
Been Plant d? 

Could it-  haye been planted, as 
Weisberg suggests? 

To buy that, it is necessary to 
conjure a being of superior In-
telligence, craftiness and pro-
phesy who could have designed 
a bullet which would not be bdo 
heavy or light to conform to 
fragments found iii the gover-
nor's wounds; that would' have 
had the proper condition had it 
gone through the president's 
neck alone, and , perhaps 
smashed into the limousine. And 
what arigther bullet had also 
been found? 

If there las One w 
the single bullet 	it 

the results of the 
eh-will he 

lhe.-*aso 
s 

'Aloctori did 
examined. 

draiv=diagrania. They pho-
4egaiiphed. They drew :a &it. 

.now 'there are, those that 
Clem. the dot and the photo-
graphs shOw the doctors didn't 
delis Web' work at all. Or the CM-
niission didn't. 


