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It was *from these -elements
that the . Warren : Commission
constructed what has ‘become
knewn as the ““single bullet
thEﬂ\R'y." i .

_ And it is these elements
which critics of the Warren.

report use to topple the theory |

and - diseredit the  report, =

the commission staff was con-|

fronted with two pieces’ of ‘con-
flicting evidence: . . 4R
. —That the first 'wound. suf-

fered ‘by~-Er"e,$id}hz:f I;ermaﬂy and|

Texas Gov..John B, Consally
evidently gtin"ed ‘Withih “a

Span of 1.6 seconds; 2—that the

murder weapon could - not be

fired faster than once every 2.3

seconds. : .
‘What was the answer? / -

| The commission decidefl that

one bullet went through Kenne-

\dy’s neck, traveled four feet,

lforward and _struck’ Connally,

inflicting wounds of his chest,

wrist and thigh. A second bullet

struck Kennedy at the back of

_|his head and Killed him. A third
bullet missed, ‘

Any argument that Lee Har-l

Tt bt ot o e o e

Cont. in Sec.} 1, Page 22, Col. 1

vey Oswald was, the lone assas.

sm or he waan't-stéms from

The theory is central to these

commission conclusigns: ,
1—That, all the shots fired
. at the President-and governor
were fired from Oswald’s snip-
er’s perch on the sixth floor
of the Texas sc}lm Book De-
pository, overloo ‘Desley
Plaza in Dalla from ‘'
other place, o

2—That all the shols iwere
6.5mm Mannlicker-

fired from a’
Carcano rifle

;Inrgd by ﬂ;geﬁﬂarveyoﬁvz&”—e

‘00 other person.

, Inarrivlagget the single bullet
, ﬂz’e . 1he .zcon'ﬁ_tlz‘isfsion&itself

laid the groundwork for i pos-
dible challenge by saying in the

“Although it I not necessary
to any ggnﬂa(l ingings of the
commission fo determine just
Wwhich shot hit Gov. Connally,

there is. very persuasive evi.

dence from 'the experts to indi-
cate that'the same bullet which
plerced :the: 'President’s ‘throat
also cguskd ' Gav. Connally’s
wo"w s.’”"-‘““" e g , ‘«;
But if that didn’t happen, the
. theory teeters—and so does the
case against Oswald ag'the lone
The eritics have assasitpd
the theory. But not with new
evidence, They ‘have . psed
eonjecture instead of fact,
And when they dig into the

report for evidence, they do |
not deseribe all that is ot the |

th‘ovél, .
or example: A
Mark Lane contends the “al-
leged” assassin riffe—the . Ma-
pnlither-Carcano — wag plant-
ed. His evidence: the depository
rifle was first described. in.press
reports as a “Matser.” Lane
:h(i) relies heaVil{lon an affi-
_davit by Constable Seymour
Weltzman as ' describing  the
weapon as “a 7.65 Mauser bolt
action.” Lane emphasizes that
Weitzman was a rifle expert.
What ig the fact? Weitzman tes-
tified he  never “handled the
weapon and hag sinee saidl that
the word “Mauser’* “describes
the bolt action. The Italian Man-

have emerged to hit ‘Conmally.

the mar
detail .y
wound '
testimony of the pathologists as
well as the autopsy report itself.

nlicher-Carcano, as mentioned,
was manufactured with the pa-
tented German Mauser bolt ac-
tion, and the Italiang recham-
bered it for 6.5mm ammunition,
Epstein claims ‘the - Ritop
report on Kennedy is silsiieid

Hix evidence: a dot on an autap-
sy ;sketch indicates a bullet en-
"gi below Kennedy’s' shoulder,
whie

h means' the bullet couldn’t

hat ig the fact? The dot is off

k. But the descriptive
:it locates the neck
isely. So does the

‘Weisherg claims the film ‘tak-

en'by a spectator, Abiraham Za-
commission fsagst,o' b?d " this

“I' immediately, when I was
hit, I said, ‘Oh, no, no, no.” And
then I said, ‘My God, they are
going to kill us all,’ ” Connally

‘But Mrs. Connally tesfified:

“As the first shet was
and 1 tarwed to look at
same e, T ¢ ‘
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. If the governor is correct that
he said “Oh, no, no, no™* as soon
ag he was hit, and if Mrs. Con-
nally is correct that he said
this before she heard a second
shot, then the commission’s as-
sumption stands on reasonable,
ground. .

The governor, viewing frames
‘of the Zapruder film, picked
Frames 231 to 234 as those rep-
resenting - the moment he be-
Heveés he ‘was hit. Scrutiny of
these frames shows the gover-
nor's hands’ are: rather. high,
certainly ab:
which the bullet exited from the
governor’s chest—a " point two
inches below the center of the
right ' nipple. ~ Since: the bullet
caused a chest wound from
back to front at a" 25 degree
downward anglé, it would have
|been necessary for the bullet to
\then make an upward turn to go
through the .top ofhis right
wrist gnd then come down fo;a
m ve inches above hial&!t

Three -used shells near the
sixth«floor window of the deposi-
tory . fortified = the conclusion
there were three shots. And of
the 205 persons who gave state-
ments regarding the number of
shofs, 119 said they heard thrge,
seven heard two or more and 39

board ‘“some,” Eleven said they| |clea

heard four and ‘a ‘handfyl said
there were éyen iiore. (
In ; analyxing the Zapruder!
fijm/: thw found' that
at the most there was a 1.6 sec-
ond time spefl during which
Kennedy and the governor were
first wounded. ,
This wa_gh idetgmtnii:ed bz
- meéasuring the operating spee
:‘iwt::d eamr&‘ ‘ga. Zapruder’s
18,3 frames per sec-
ond. ‘Other evidence — the
e S et
itory, the riffe sées protruding
thrm;gh the window, the pa-
ture of wounds, and so on—
established %‘hﬁx sixth floor
of the "depositoxy. was one
fixed point. The slmpst foot-

above the point at|

fg - of the

proximately ! Ao
second by a road sign. So there
is no pictorial evidénce in the
film showing exactly when Ken-
nedy was -first ‘hit. .The fatal
shot is clearly seen later in the
filin.

Investigators positioning
themselves in the sniper’s
window perch could determine
when Kennedy or governor were
probably in. position to be tar-

gets. Since the foliage of an o;‘f

tree blocked e of fire

til the limeﬁuﬁﬂe dd»%bﬂéifrmt

the ' depository on its “way to
mons Freeway, it' was de-

‘ t the . pr nt

tats . e
says - there. is evhfemde the
president . was  hit earlier. He
cites Zapruder’s testimotiy in
Vel, VII, page 571, Bapruder was
questioned by Liebeler
and was describing details re-
garding  different  fr In

‘here.” Fapruder
to explain where ‘here’ was,”
‘Weisherg . says.. And then he
says: o

“But the startling meaning of
Zapruder’s tegtimony is this: He
saw the first Shiot hit the presi-
dent! He described the presi-
dént’s reaction to it. Had the
president been obscured by the
sign, Zapruder could have seen
none of this. Therefore, the
president ‘was ‘hit prior to
Frame 210, prior to Frame- 205,
the-last one that shows the top
of his head. .”

Turn to page 574 of the same
volume and there is Zapruder
[being _specific. He is_shown

: is the first
" can be seen as the limousine

But the Zapruder-film hﬁ (:g: :

drawback: the progress
iimousine ‘was o{s%m'ed for ap-
sevendenths of a

emerges from behind the sign.
The President appears to have .
his hands moving toward his
“ threat, and.Zapruder, looking
_at this frame, says: -
© “Yes; it looks like he wag hit
—it - seems—there—somewhere
behind the sign. You see, he is
still sitting upright.” ‘
Edward Jay Epstein tends to
confuse the commission’s inter-
pretation of the Zapruder film
by saying that because foliage
of an oak tree blocked the
‘view “, . . the ecommission con-
cluded that the earliest point the
president could have:been- first

hit was film Frame 207.” No. If
that happened,  the president
would have had a head wound
then. Since HKis ' neck was
blocked from :a.lihe of fire until
Frame 210. : ’ o
The commission did say that
207 was " the - first ' point -at
which Connally have been
hit, consistent with his wounds.
But when then. was the gover-
nor hit? On the bsis of compu-
tatio‘rzls ?‘Mt‘&the"yisibk énove-
ments of the governpr, it' was
determined. thh?at the very lat-
est, he could not have been hit
after Frame 240. That would
mean that if the president was
hit at Frame 210 and the gover-
nor at Frame 240, it would have
occurred: within .a span of 1.6
seconds. | .
Time Element
Becomes Important
This time element ‘is iropor-
tant to the commission—and the
critics. v of
Firing, s, of the Mannlich-
wm%wé%‘ethat three
master tiflemen couldn’t fire it
and work ihe bolt and get off
another round in less than 2.3
It the' time

Kenmedy and gfm " wounds,
is re“dmed%oamgln;ll?&;ﬁie cri-

tics argument might falter be-
cmrtth:h shot‘teribitiii?e ‘would
support the plausibility of one
bullet hjttmgégg then. ‘But the
¢ritics tend to support. Connal-
ly’s contention that he most
likely was hit during Frames
231 to 234.

Arlen Specter, now district
atterney of Phifadobhh, was
the commission counsel gen-
erally described as chief ar-
chitect of the single bullet
theory. Hé and Wesley Lie-
beler beth' say that the Za-
-pruder film shows that on
Frame 230 the governor’s arm
can be seen dhove the side-
of the car and ‘that he was
probably in his delayed re-
action to his wounds at that
point. On that premise, there

. wag liftle more than a second

.between the time the Presi-

“dent and governor were hit.

hen it is _
Presideitt may not have been
hit “pntil just before Frame
There is agreement among
critics and cornmission  about
one thing the Zapruder film
does show:"the shot that Kkilled
the president. The impact of
this hit is clear in Frame' 313.
Therunning time from Frame
210 to Frame 313 is 5.6 seconds.
_The agreement ends there.
Becayse . of the limited firing
Yof. the Mannlicher-Car-

“This is a significant #aetor.
Fer example, if it is assurhed it
e o S0 B e

;, aim and pull the trifgger
then he 'had only 4.6 seiconds

(not 5.6 seconds) to fire;” Ep-

steinsays...  ° o o7
- Mark Lane makes' thevasme|
c¢ontention’ and adds fo i a de-
tailed attack in which &
the tests themselves”
id, the ammunition wi
ble, the weapon was/of f

quality and Oswald was an in-
ferior marksman. '



Wesley Liebeler says that “if
you assume Lane is right on all
of this, what dves it e ?
The fact is that that ¢ifle was
owned by Oswild, he was in the
depository, the: wmpty . shells
were fired by that weapon, the
recovered bullet: was fired by
that weapon. The best evidence
that the rifle ‘was capable of
deliveririg the: shots and 'that
Oswald was capable of hitting
the president :and governor is
that it did and he did,”

Specter chillenges the time
interpretations’ by the crities, .
saying: © [ . -

“The woald-be ¢ritics of the
commission. report all make
the same mistake in interpret-
ing the Jossibility of fitting
three shots in a 5.6 seconds
time-span. hecause they count

“Wheit “you ‘fire three times,

Look at it this way: aim is tak-
en and there js the first shot.
Then 23 seconds :passes while
the bolt action is worked and
the next shot is fired. Then an-
other 2.3 seconds for the third
shot, The three shots can be
fired within 4.6 seconds range of
time.”

Lane, \Epstein and Weisberg
also introduce anothér element
in challenging the capability of
the .. Mannlicher-Carcano: a
fourth shot. Patently, the rifle
as tested, ‘could not have deliv-
ered four shots in 5.6 seconds.
But where is their evidence?
The ~ commission considered
such a possibility, but found no
credible evidence for more than
three shots. »

Debate Could Give

Commission. Support -

It might seem that the com-
mission would: find add,ad‘,,sz_lp-
port in the firing demonstration
by a British Royal Marines ser-
geant appearing on a BBC ‘tele-
vision. show Jan. 30, 1967. Lane
\and Specter were there as par-
ticipants: in a:debate ‘about the
controversy and saw the ser-
geant, using a Mannlicher-Car-

bullet weighed 158.8
standard weight would be 160-
161 grains. 'This would mean
that Bullet 399 lost hetween 1.4
and 2.4 grains. -

Surgeon Rules Out :
Controversial Bullet =

the ‘first shot is not taken into|

account In the timing sequence.

cano of the:same vintage as Os-
wald’s, aim at-a target-and get
three rounds off in 2.6 seconids.
By that measure, it could
have beem possible that sepa-
rate rounds could have hit the
piesident and governor in close
order, But if that happened
alone went. through' the
president’s neck, how did it van-
ish without striking, anyone else
or anything else? If the gover-
nor was hit separately,” what
sort of wounds would he have
suffered,. and could they. then
have been from Bullet 395¢

specific -
these fragments,
. What wag it?

This. was the bullet, {2 an
almost updamaged fithon,
whick was found in "Parkland
Memerial Hospital, where
both the President and gov-
ernor were taken. The com-
misslon says it is the billet
which passed through the:
President’s neck and struck
the govermor in the chest,
wrist and thigh. L
Mark Lane describes it in a

chapter- entitled ‘“Magic Bul-
let.” ‘
Stretcher Bullet.”* “The so-
called ‘found’ bullet,” Weisberg
says, “..could, for example,
have been planted in the hospi-
tal.” ’

Epstein calls it “The

Experts put the bullet under

scientific ‘tests which. they said’
proved it was fired by the Man-
nlicher-Carcano rifle.

The 6.5mm ' copper-jacketed
ains. Its

Lane and Epsfein’ each i cite

three particular - witnesses for
their- conclusion that Bulldt’i399
lost too.! little weight to hav
caused fthe wounds recei
Connally. One is Col.
Finck, ‘one of the auto)
geons, who ruled; ot ¢

ot e o
g " : ' m~ IM

These: conflicts were clearedl| o Gregory during the operation,
up in other testimony, but e that eare| :
commission was remiss in met mMade. He says in his testimdny
regolving the conflicts when
they arose. '

The critics do not detail the
timony regarding

Dr. Charles F. Gregory, w
treated ‘the ‘governor’s wrist
wound, . testified X-rays dis-
closed “three metaitic flakes”
there, and he added: “I would
estimate that they ‘would be
weighed in micrograms, that
it is semething less tham th;
weight of a pestage stamp,
Net three grains, as Dr. Shaw
-said,

el 'Wés Gregory’s: job.

jesth| incidentally, that the discover
k| of ‘Bullet 3'99 Whﬁ"‘hotMM‘

|perhaps " '

produced ' this

Lwhen

Dr, George T. Shires, whe ’
treated the thigh wound, testi- -

fied on hullet fragments were
recovered from it but that a
\small one, discernible on X-
ray, remained in the femur,
He was asked its weight, and
answered “maybe a tenth of
a grain.”

Critic ‘Harold

fragments elsewhere,
says there is still one in the
chegt.” Byt examine Shires’
testimony in Vo, VI, Page 111,
and you discover that Shires
‘had just said any knowledge he
had about damage to the rib
was “only hearsay from Dr.
Shaw, that’s a).’ Shires  was
next asked whether he knew
whether there were any billet
frag;nents in the chest, and he
replied:. “No, again except from
Postoperative X-rays, there' js g
small fragment remaining, but
the initial fragments I think Dr,

— _

Shaw saw before I arrived.” f
Shaw, who treated the ‘gover-|
jor’s - chiest | wounds, testified|
about “this ‘in no uncertain|
terms, ° v
“'We saw no evidence of any
mmetallic ‘material in the X-ray
that we-had of the chest, and we
found none during the opera-
tion,” Shaw said, He had also
testified that an X-ray made
seven days after the shooting
disclosed nothing except evi-
dence. of healing.

Shaw R

RS

for Wound Statement

Shaw! was respanaible for the
staterment th;? . were  three
al in the wrist

wound. But &g he stated in his
testimony, he did “not accurate-
ly examine” this' wound. That

of ¢

unanticipated. For it occurred

such a search shoyld, pe|

There was “some speculation
on our part, on my part, whieh
was voiced to someor# - that
sume search ought to be made

£ governar's clothing “er,

¥ auto ‘or. some
g:ee,‘ Wherever he may have
n, for the missile “which

much - damage'
and was not resident in him, g

Bullet 399 had already
found, unkmown ‘to. Gregory,
when be said this, It was dis-
covered shortly after | p.m.,
the President ‘wag -
‘notnced dead, on a stretcher -
in the corridor near the
ground floor emergency
rooms.

Weisherg. says
that “the report refers to no!
Shires'

At first, it was thought this
bullet came from the ..presi-
dent’s stretcher. And that fit in
with the speculation that a bul:
let had hit the president in the
back and exited during externa}
heart massage. But the autppsy
was t show that this didn’t hap-

The commission  determined
that the bullet came from Con-
nally’s stretcher.

Epstein here goes back $o Cal,
Finck, saying his testimony
“cannét be dismissed merely
because it collided with the hy-
pothesis that Bullet 399 was
found on’ Connally’§ stretcher.

wound - was never. ch
disputed,  or corrected, it tan
only be concluded from the evi.
dence that Bullet' 309 did not
come ‘from Connally’s stretch-
er.” .

determined 1o a certainty thnt
the bullet came froni Connal
ly’s stretcher or didn’t come
from the president’s stresch.
;l:rkl Da;rell‘ Tomlingon, the
and Hospital engineer
-wihie -found the bullet, could
not -Mdentify the stretcher pos. |
[ itively. ‘There were two
| stretchers in  the corrider
where the bullet was found,
Epstein says, “Since all
stretchers w eventually re-
"turned to this ‘area to be re-J!
made, the key question was: |,
Was Kennedy’s stretcher re-
turned before or after the bullet
was 'found? This question was
hever answeted.” . | ,




Not so.
| Tomlinson had testified he
had come to the elevator area
at around 1 p.m and found a
stretcher - which 'had some
isheets on it. He pushed this
:stretcher from the elevator into
‘the corridor. Then he took-the
ielevator to the &econd floor,
‘brought down a man who picked
up twe pints of blood, and re-
furned with him to the second
floor where Connally was in sur-
gery. He then made several
trips between the ground floor
and second floor before -discov-
ering the bullet, .

Nurse with Kennedy
Makes Statement. .
Nurse Diana Hamilton Bow-
ron testified she was in Trauma|.
Room 1 with. the president until
his bedy: mtakenmofi the
strefcher and’ placed in-a"cas-
ket.. The stretcher, she said; was|
stripped of its sheets and then

wheeled into Trauma Room 2
which was empty. o
Nurse Maygaret M, Hmeﬁhffp
gave similar testimjony, and was
asked: . ‘
+ {15 it poss
stretcher that Mr. ] y
on was rolled with the sheets on
it down' into the area near the
elevator?”. . .. .
- “No sir.” - \
“,Are’_you sure of that?”
- “I am positive of that.”
Nurse Doris Mae Nelson tes-
tified she was standing pear
the ‘entrance to ’I‘r?uma Reom
.2 when the president’s stretch-
er, glear of sheets, was moved-
intoit. L
Exhibit 382, containing Park-
land Hospital records, has a
statement saying that the presi-
dent was taken out of the hospi-
tal in a casket about 2 p.m. Tes-
timony from the doctors and
‘hosg;tal personnel says the
pregident - remained on. the
stretcher - until ‘his body was
p{aced in’ the casket. Wesley
Liebeler, who has gone further
into: this: question, says he has
sinceé determined from nurse
Doris Nelson that the time was
closer to 2:10 p.m. Either way,

it would be long after the bullet|:

had been discovered.

jcon’jure a being of superigr

Could Bullet Have

B n Phsited? |

Could it have been planted, as

Weisherg suggests?
To buy that, it js necessaryito

telligence, craffiness and
phesy who could have designe

a bullet which would not be' tyo
fragments  found ifi ' the; gover-
nor’s wounds; that weuld have
haq the prope¥ conditioh hed. it
gone through the presidemd’s
: ' and ., perhaps
the limousine. And
bullet had also

hed.. They drew -a dot.
And- now ‘there aré those that
ciéim the dot and the photo-
gammﬁw,the doctors didn’t
r work at all. Or the com-
mission didn’t. ‘




