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T
he report of the autopsy 

co
n

d
u

cted
 o

 n
 P

resid
en

t 
John F. K

ennedy com
m

itted 
a key fact. A

 m
iscroscopic 

exam
ination of tissue re-

m
oved from

 his neck w
ound 

re
v
e
a
l e

d
 fo

re
ig

n
 su

b
-

stances, such as fiber parti-
cles. 

T
hat w

ould have helped 
rebuff the critics w

ho have 
assailed the W

arren C
om

-
m

ission report. A
 m

isplaced 
' dot on the autopsy sketch, 

th
o
u
g
h
, h

as cau
sed

 ev
en

 

m
ore controversy. 
C

m
dr. J. T

hornton B
os- 

w
ell, then chief pathologist 

at B
ethesda N

aval H
ospital, 

contribU
ted to the contro-

versy regarding just w
hat 

the autopsy sketch show
s 

because it w
as he w

ho had 
placed a dot —

 inchcatirg 
the entry of a bullet —

 
an inexact spot. It is below

 
th

e M
o
u
ld

er an
d
 to

 th
e 

right of the spine. 
*
 *

 *
 *

 
T

h
e critics treat th

is 
sk

etch
 as a star 

exhibit. 
A

n
d

 it is on this dot they 
have stood pat. 

T
h
ey

 claim
 it as p

ro
o
f 

th
at th

ere w
as a sh

allo
w

  

back w
ound, and not a neck 

w
ound. 
A

n
d

 th
at w

ou
ld

 m
ean

 
that the throat w

ound w
as 

an
 en

tran
ce w

ou
n

d
. A

n
d

 
T

H
A

T
 w

ould m
ean another 
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T
enth in a Series 

firing position and another 
assassin. 

T
he sketch w

hich M
ark 

L
ane, E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein 
and H

arold W
eisberg, refer 

to is the "A
utopsy D

escrip-
tive Sheet," w

hich is part 
of C

onunisskm
 E

xhibit 397, 
the w

ritten draft of the au-
topsy report. T

his sheet is 
a standard form

 —
 N

M
S 

P
A

T
H

 8 (1-63) and has the 
outlined anatom

ical form
 of 

the m
ale body in front and 

rea
r v

iew
s. w

a
s o

n
e o

f 
the w

orking papers dtuing 
the autopsy. 

*
 *

 *
 *

 
L

A
N

E
, E

pstein and W
eis-

b
erg each

 are in
 error in

 
saying that the m

arking on 
th

e ou
tlin

es w
ere m

ad
e 

by C
m

dr. Jam
es J. H

um
es. 

O
n

 w
h

a
t is th

is b
a
sed

?
 

H
innies did n

ot testify h
e 

m
ade the m

arital. In fact, he 
testified

, regard
in

g th
is 

sketch and another hand-
d

raw
n

 sk
etch

: "
1 n

otice 
now

 that the handw
riting 

in som
e instances IS not m

y 
ow

n, and it is either that of 
C

m
dr. (J. T

hcanton) H
os* 

w
ell or C

ol. (Pierre) M
O

IL
" 

B
om

a h
as sin

ce d
ew

ed
 

up this uqestion. Ile m
ade 

th
e m

ark
s. H

e ad
m

its th
e 

dot is not precise. 

"T
he dot w

as just m
eant 

to im
ply w

here the point of 
en

try yras,"
 h

e exp
lain

s. 
"T

he 	
describing the 

point of entry are near this 
! m

a
rk

 a
n

d
 g

iv
e. p

recise 
m

easu
rem

en
ts givin

g th
e 

! ex
a
ct lo

ca
tio

n
  o

f th
e 

w
ound." *

 *
 *

 *
 

IT
 IS A

 hallm
ark of the 

' critic's general soboksabip 

th
at in

 zeroin
g in

 on
 th

is 
sketch none of them

 points 
out that although the dot is 
w

ron
g, th

e d
escrip

tion
 is 

clear: 14 centim
eters dow

n 
from

 the right m
astoid pro-

C
ass, 

w
h

ich
 is th

e b
on

y 
point behind the right ear, 
and 14 centim

eters in from
 

the right actor:alum
, w

hich 
is th

e tip
 of th

e sh
ou

ld
er 

joint. T
hat point, on a m

an 
of K

ennedy's size, is at the 
base of the neck. 

A
nd lie the critics plunge 

ah
ead

 con
stru

ctin
g' th

eir 
case against the W

arren re-
port. 

H
ere's,  E

pstein, handing 
the deasriptive sheets: • 

"
T

h
e face sh

eet sh
ow

s 
front and back diagram

s of 
th

e p
resid

en
t's b

o
d

y
."

 
(W

rong, T
hey are outlines 

of a h
u

m
an

 m
ale an

d
 n

ot 
specifically the president). 

• 
* 	

* 
 

"O
N

 T
H

E
 front diagram

, 
the throat 'w

ound is just be-
low

 the collar line; on the 
back diagram

 the entrance 
w

ound is m
uch farther be-

low
 the collar line. T

hus, al- 

though C
om

m
ander M

aw
 

testified in M
arch that the 

enttance w
ound w

as above 
the throat w

ound, during 
the autopsy he m

arked the 
entrance w

ound below
 the 

throat w
ound." 

(W
rong. H

um
eS didn't 

m
a
k

e th
e m

a
rk

. A
n

d
 

H
u

m
es' testim

on
y con

-
form

e dt. eratotly w
ith the 

w
ritten descriptive, &

W
s 

on the diagram
). 

W
eisb

erg refers to th
is 

sam
e m

atestal as "
su

p
-

p
ressed

."
 H

e p
oin

ts ou
t 

th
at d

te sh
eets w

ere n
ot 

publishet in the W
arren, re-

port, w
hich w

as a sunzna-
tion of . evidence. B

ut they 
are in V

it. X
V

II, P
age 45, 

of the stnrporting volum
es. 

Suppressed? 
T

o M
arkL

ane that errant 
dot is proof of a belovr-the-
shoulder back w

ound. H
e 

con
stru

cts'. a con
tu

sion
 

that the com
m

ission recog-
nized this but had to evade 
it b

ecam
e it w

ou
ld

 u
p

set 
th

e lon
e-assessh

t coaclu
-

sion. 

• 
•
 •

 
"

A
 B

A
C

H
 

entrance 
w

ound w
as therefore incon-

venient, 
and, though evi-

dently corroborated beyond 
doubt by the H

um
es autop-

sy diagram
 and corroborat-

ed by the bolas in the jack-
et a

n
d

 
sh

im
  it M

a
p

- 

pears d," L
ane contends. 

B
u

t as th
e rep

ort says, it 
w

as new
er there --- except 

to su
ch

 scru
tin

izers 
a

s 
L

ane. 
W

einberg goes further. 
Insisting that the error ad- 
m

itted by B
osw

ell is no esu 
tor at all, be says: 

"U
nless the com

m
ission 

till prepared to prove that 
tida origins/ W

orking M
aw

 
of the autopsy is w

rong—
not just a little w

rong but 
grosaly an

d
 in

excu
sab

ly 
w

rong —
 w

rong in a m
an-

n
er th

at am
 n

ever h
e ex-

pected from
 sudt eninent 

experts in both pathology 
and forensic m

edicine, its 
entire report is a m

onstrous 
fak

er 
*

 a
 *

 *
 

B
Y

 
T

H
E

 sam
e logic, 

sh
o
w

in
g
 th

e sto
ry

 a
n

d
 

w
rongs of "W

hitew
ash" —

 
as th

e w
riters are d

oin
g 

h
ere —

 w
ou

ld
 am

ou
n

t to 
P

roving W
einberg in right 

in his charges. 



Lane saw something else I 
in the =tom diageents. 

, There 	*A eittalef. eit tge 
back Of thilleaCiehich is 
very plain. lane seas It this 
way: 

"Ms diagrams. .show 
that 

 
x"  may be-

lieved a bra b to have exit- 

Ax 	strut 
ed at the. left side of the 

iteldent'a 	for he 
an astow pointing to 

upon a mark evi-
deliby signifying. a bullet 
entry • wound." 

Now could he know what 
Hit en e s "apparently be-
lieVed"? No such stated be-
lief is to be 'found in 
Humes' t 	- And 
Lane has 	in a 
published 	that he 
wrote. Hum" but received 
no reply. 

* * * * 

DOS WELL made the ar-
row. What does it signify? 

'The" arrow is meant to 

entry went from esternal to 
haply that this wound of 

internal in an upward and 
inward slanting direction," 
says Boswell. 

Epstein says there is oth-
er evidence Abet a bullet 

never went *rough the 
president's iseck front, back 
to front. For this condu- 
*On, he turns to the auto- 
PaY itself. 

"The fact that the autop- 
sy surgeons' were not able 
to Kilda pith for the bullet 
is further evidence that the 
bullet did not pass com- 
pletely through the presi- 
dent's body," Epstein says. 
. 	• a • * S .  

ONE. ON? Tiff thinp on 
which he 4asee, this is 
Humes' testimon y that 
pathologists were unable 
"to takis probes and have 
them satisfeCtorilY fail 
through any path at this 
point." .But .Fpsteht leaves 
out Humes'. stretentent that 
"attempte to prove in' the 
vicinky of this wound were 
unsuccessfulWithout fear 
of making a false passage." 

The path wen determined 
din* the autOpsy *tough. 
recognized pathological 
procedure in which it was 
discovered' there was bruis-
ing of the apex, or tip ofthe 
lung, bruiting of the parie-
tal pleura, or ,membrane• lin-
ing the –lung Cage, and 
bleeding near the strap 
musolett bitiveen which the 
bullet passed. The hole at 
the back of the -neck was 
chatiteteristic of -an entry 
'Wound. The hole a t the 
throat did not then hate the 
characterisitics of an exit 
wound, because it had bean 
used in Parkland Hospital 
for. a tracheotomy When 
&Mors were trying to give 
the mortally wounded Pres- 
ident an* peerage. ' 

• # •• 
IIAJT LAI% Weisberg 

and Epstein wont' nty that, 
not when -they have the 
1BI r report , of 
Dec.- 9, 1963, #.6 play with. 

Two - FBI agetas, Jetties 
,Siebit and Francis' X. 

.0'Neilt were in the autopsy 
room. So- were same Secret 
'Service agents. 

The FBI summary report, 
which was not published in 

========= 

IOW had entered 
his' shoulder to 
the spinal 
toe of 45-60 
ward, that 
point of exit, and that the 
bullet was not hi the body." 

* • 
LANE says this rePert 

had to he tetoteryrect vet.. 
Mon of the 	finding. 

"Clearly Hoover (FBI Di-
rector J. Edgar Hoover) 
would not pram* to sum-
minim the tisditsd exami. 
nation of .the presidenes 
hodY — the euteFlY Mere 
— in so vital ei document 
=lees the autopsy report 
had beenotu•• terefunr. 
The undated a 	Mott 
prepared by 	ntilitatiy 
physicians and published 
by the 	how**,  
er, does not pe 't the con• 
cluskas offered by their= 
Indeed it flatly cont.radkas 
them," Lane says. 

Next: d. FA*ar Ilairter. 
Explains. 

the Warren repOrt or its „ 
supportinglohtnnee-0 
thereby provid ing other 
fodder for the Cringe — 
said, in part: 

"Medical examination of 
the president's body re-
vealed that one Of the bul- „ 

beknv 
right of 

at an on- 
down 11' 

was no 

• t. 


