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T
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H

A
D

O
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P
robers' C

om
passion P

roved to B
e M

istak
e 

B
y B

E
R

N
A

R
D

 G
A

V
Z

E
R

 
and 

SID
 M

O
O

D
Y

 
A

P
 N

ew
sfeature W

riters 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission 

did m
ake a m

istake. It had 
com

passion. 
T

here w
as som

e evidence 
w

h
ich

 co
u

ld
 h

a
v

e b
een

 
m

ad
e p

art of th
e record

, 
b

u
t w

as n
ot: X

-rays an
d

 
p

h
otograp

h
s tak

en
 at th

e 
autopsy of P

resident John 
F

. K
ennedy. 

H
ad

 th
ese p

h
otograp

h
s 

been introduced as com
m

is-
sion

 exh
ib

its, th
e com

m
is-

sion m
ay have been bound 

to publish them
 -- as it did 

w
ith

 oth
er n

on
-secret ex-

hibits. 
*
 *

 *
 

IN
 T

H
E

 H
E

A
R

T
SIC

K
 at-

m
osphere after the assassi-

n
ation

, th
ere w

ere th
ose 

w
ho felt this w

as unneces-
sa

ry
, th

a
t th

e ev
id

en
ce 

could be placed under lock 
an

d
 k

ey for h
istorian

s of 
th

e fu
tu

re a
n

d
 th

a
t th

e 
sw

orn testim
ony of autopsy 

surgeons w
ould now

 be suf-
ficient. 

B
ut w

ho could have reck-
on

ed
 th

ere w
ou

ld
 b

e th
e 

tim
e of th

e critics? W
h

o 
could have anticipated the 
com

m
ission findings w

ould 
be painted w

ith suspicion? 
T

here 
w

ere o
th

er 
acts 

an
d

 in
cid

en
ts w

h
ich

 th
e 

critics could seize upon and 
em

phasize and place out of 
focus. T

hey did. 
T

h
ere w

as a p
ath

ologist 
w

h
o m

ad
e an

 in
exact d

ot 
on an autopsy sketch repre-
senting a bullet entry; there 

(E
ighth in a Series) 

w
ere tw

o F
B

I agen
ts w

h
o 

rep
orted

 th
e sp

ecu
lative 

con
versation

 of p
ath

olo-
gists w

ith
ou

t k
n

ow
in

g th
e 

w
hole story; there w

ere the 
three pathologists w

ho left 
a corrob

oratin
g d

etail of 
evidence out of the autopsy 
report. 

T
h

ere w
as a p

ath
ologist 

w
h

o b
u

rn
ed

 a d
raft of th

e 
au

top
sy in

 h
is firep

lace; 
there w

ere harried report-
ers at a P

ark
lan

d
 M

em
o-

rial H
ospital w

ho failed to 
m

ak
e clear th

at d
octors 

w
ere sp

ecu
la

tin
g
 in

 d
e-

scrib
in

g th
e P

resid
en

t's 

th
roat w

ou
n

d
 as an

 en
try 

w
ound. *

 *
 *

 *
 

T
H

E
 C

R
IT

IC
S

 —
 m

ost 
n

otab
ly M

ark
 L

an
e, E

d
-

w
ard Jay E

pstein and H
ar-

old W
eisberg —

 drew
 their 

ow
n

 m
ean

in
gs from

 th
ese 

things to m
ake the autopsy 

fin
d

in
g
 su

sp
ect o

r ta
r-

nished. 

T
he autopsy report states 

conclusively that K
ennedy 

w
as struck by tw

o bulletS. 
O

ne w
ent through his neck. 

It w
as a w

ound doctors say 
h

e w
ou

ld
 h

ave su
rvived

. 
T

h
e secon

d
 b

u
llet stru

ck
 

his skull. It w
as fatal. 

T
h

ese fin
d

in
gs are cen

-
tra

l to
 th

e sin
g
le b

u
llet 

theory. T
his theory is that a 

b
u

llet w
en

t th
rou

gh
 th

e 
P

resident's neck and w
ent 

on to w
ound G

ov. C
onnally. 

If n
o
t, th

e sin
g
le b

u
llet 

th
eory collap

ses. A
n

d
 so 

d
oes th

e W
arren

 R
ep

ort 
conclusion that L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald alone fired the bul-
lets. 

*
 *

 *
 *

 
T

H
E

 C
R

IT
IC

S
 H

A
V

E
 

constructed their m
achine 

of destruction by selection 
of p

arts of testim
on

y an
d

 
parts of evidence from

 the 
W

arren R
eport. Som

e of it 
h

a
s b

een
 clev

er —
 a

n
d

 
som

e absurd. 
W

hat could be m
ore ab-

surd than the w
ay they see 

the holes in the P
resident's 

su
it ja

ck
et a

n
d

 sh
irt?

 
N

either L
ane, E

pstein nor 
W

eisb
erg ch

allen
ges th

e 
W

arren
 R

ep
ort evid

en
ce 

that there w
as a hole in the 

jack
et "

5%
 in

ch
es b

elow
  

th
e to

p
 o

f th
e co

llar an
d
 

13/4 inches to the right of 
the center back seam

 of the 
coat" and a hole in the shirt 
"5

3 A
 inches below

 the top 
of the collar and 1%

 inches 
to the right of the m

iddle of 
the back of the shirt." 

"T
h
at ev

id
en

ce is co
m

-
patible w

ith a bullet pass-
ing through the President's 
b

a
ck

, in
ch

es b
elo

w
 th

e 
n

eck
"

 L
a
n

e sa
y
s in

 h
is 

book. 
*
 *

 *
 *

 
W

E
IS

B
E

R
G

 L
O

W
E

R
S

 
the hole a few

 inches by de-
scribing it 

in
 h

is b
o

o
k

 as 
"six inches dow

n from
 the 

collar. N
ot in the neck." H

e 
d
ro

p
s th

e k
ey

 w
o
rd

s "to
p
 

of." 
E

p
ste

in
, in

 h
is b

o
o
k
, 

p
u
b
lish

e
s p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s 

w
h

ich
 sh

o
w

 th
e g

arm
en

ts 
on a hanger. T

he holes can 
be seen clearly. 
"

T
h

ese p
h

otograp
h

s . . . 
w

ere o
m

itted
 fro

m
 th

e 
W

arren R
eport and the 26 

volum
es of supporting evi-

d
en

ce,"
 h

e 
says. 

H
e g

o
t 

th
em

 from
 th

e N
ation

al 
A

rch
ives. B

u
t oth

er p
ic-

tures, not nearly as dram
at-

ic, are in the evidence, and 
the testim

ony is quite pre-
cise. 

Seeing the holes through 
th

e eyes of L
an

e, E
p

stein
 

a
n

d
 W

eisb
erg

, it m
ig

h
t 

seem
 that the bullet w

hich 
m

ade them
 could not have 

h
it th

e P
resid

en
t in

 th
e 

base of the neck. B
ut put a 

ja
ck

et a
n

d
 sh

irt o
n

 a
n

y
 

grow
n m

an w
ith reasonably 

w
ell-d

evelop
ed

 sh
ou

ld
ers, 

m
easu

re 5%
 in

ch
es b

elow
  

the top of the collar and a 
bit to the right of the seam

, 
h

ave h
im

 raise h
is righ

t 
arm

 sligh
tly as th

e P
resi-

d
en

t's w
as, an

d
 m

ark
 th

e 
spot w

ith a pencil point or 
ch

a
lk

. W
h

ere d
o

es th
is 

touch the body? T
he base of 

the neck. *
 *

 *
 *

 
T

H
E

 P
R

E
C

ISE
 L

O
C

A
-

T
IO

N
 of th

e P
resid

en
t's' 

w
ounds is described in the 

autopsy report. B
ut the de-

cision not to introduce the 
autopsy X

-rays and photo-
grap

h
s —

 w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

 
show

 those w
ounds -- con-

tributed to today's contro-
versy. W

h
o w

ou
ld

 h
ave 

know
n three years ago that 

they w
ould? 

A
nd w

ho m
ade the deci-

sion? 
T

here are tw
o m

ajor ver-
sions, both of w

hich w
riters 

of this report have gleaned 
from

 m
em

bers of the com
-

m
ission staff: 
I—

"
T

h
e C

h
ief Ju

stice 
E

a
rl W

a
rre

n
, w

h
o
 w

a
s 

ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e co

m
m

is-
sion is a very hum

ane and 
sensitive m

an. O
ut of defer-

ence to the K
ennedy fam

i-
ly, especially to M

rs. K
en-

n
ed

y
, C

aro
lin

e an
d

 Jo
h

n
-

John, he decided it w
ould 

be aw
ful if they w

ere intro-
duced as evidence and then 
p

u
b

lish
ed

. H
e first d

eter-
m

ined inform
ally that this 

evidence w
as not absolute-

ly n
ecessary b

ecau
se th

e 
autopsy pathologists could 
testify as to d

etails,"
 said

 
one. 

2.1—
"T

here w
ere m

em
bers 

of the staff w
ho out of trial 



experience felt that the 
X-rays and photos were vi-
tal documents in presenting 
evidence. There was a feel-
ing that the chief justice 
recognized the value of this 
evidence but that the deci-
sion to keep them under 
seal came from Sen.. Robert 
F. Kennedy, who was then 
the attorney general. It was 

Bobby's decision," said an-
other. 

Neither the chief justice 
nor the senator will com-
ment about this or any oth-
er aspect of the report. The 
only thing Sen. Kennedy 
has said publicly was a 

statement he made in Po-
land that he was satisfied 
that Oswald was the assas 
sin. 

Next: Joseph A. Ball of 
Long Beach says X-ys 
should have been intro-
duced in evidence. 


