
IN
D

EPEN
D

EN
T-PR

ESS-TELEG
R

A
M

--A
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L
o

n
g

 B
each

, C
alif., S

atu
rd

ay, Ju
ly 1, 1%

7 , 
T

H
E

 L
IN

G
E

R
IN

G
 SH

A
D

O
W

 

C
ritics R

eject F
acts T

h
at D

on
't F

it T
h

eories 
B

y B
E

R
N

A
R

D
 G

A
V

Z
E

R
 

and 
SID

 M
O

O
D

Y
 

A
P

 N
ew

sfeature W
riters 

Seventh in a Series 

M
uch ado has been m

ade 
b

y W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 
critics about w

hich stretch-
er b

ore P
resid

en
t Joh

n
 F

. 
K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 w

h
ich

 on
e 

w
as used to transport T

ex-
as G

ov. John B
. C

onnally. 
It all centers on a •bullet 

—
 on

e th
at w

as fO
u

n
d

 on
 

on
e of th

e stretch
ers. T

h
e 

critics, cla
im

 a
 h

a
p

p
en

-
stan

ce sh
ell gam

e w
ith

 th
e 

stretch
ers con

fu
sed

 th
e is-

su
e of ju

st h
ow

 th
e p

resi-
d

en
t w

a
s k

illed
 a

n
d

 th
e 

governor w
ounded. 

O
n

ce a
g
a
in

 th
e critics 

picked facts, w
hich support-

ed their theory and Ignored 
t h

o
se w

h
ich

 d
isp

lea
sed

 
them

. 
*
 *

 *
 

A
T

 F
IR

S
T

, it w
a
s 

th
ou

gh
t B

u
llet 399' 	

the 

cen
ter of th

e con
troversy 

-- ca
m

e fro
m

 th
e p

resi-
d

en
t's stretch

er. A
n

d
 th

at 
fit in

 w
ith

 th
e sp

ecu
lation

 
th

a
t a

 b
u

llet h
a
d

 h
it th

e 
p

resid
en

t in
 th

e b
ack

 an
d

 
ex

ited
 d

u
rin

g
 ex

tern
a
l 

heart m
assage. ,B

ut the au-
topsy w

as to, show
 that this 

didn't happen. 

T
h

e com
m

ission
 d

eter-
m

ined that the bullet cam
e 

from
 C

onnally's stretcher. 
E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein here 
goes b

ack
 to au

top
sy su

r-
geon C

ol. P
ierre F

inc.k, say-
in

g h
is testim

on
y "

can
n

ot 
b

e d
ism

issed
 m

erely b
e-

cau
se it collid

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
h

yp
oth

esis th
at B

u
llet 399 

w
as fou

n
d

 on
 C

on
n

ally's 
stretcher. Since F

inck's cat-
egorical statem

ent that this 
b

u
lle t co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

a
v
e 

cau
sed

 C
on

n
ally's w

rist 
w

o
u

n
d

 w
a
s n

ev
er ch

a
l-

lenged, disputed or correct-
ed, it can only be concluded 
from

 the evidence that B
ul-

let 399 d
id

 n
ot com

e from
 

C
onnally's stretcher." 

E
P

ST
E

IN
 should turn to 

V
ol. V

, p
age 90, w

h
ere h

e 
w

ill fin
d

 th
e testim

on
y of 

D
r. A

lfred G
. O

livier, an ex- 
pert on bullet w

ounds. 
T

h
is e

x
c
h

a
n

g
e
 to

o
k

 
place: 

"Q
: D

o you have an opin-
ion

 as to w
h

eth
er, in

 fact, 
B

u
llet 399 d

id
 cau

se th
e 

w
ou

n
d

 on
 th

e govern
or's 

w
rist, assu

m
in

g if you
 w

ill 
th

a
t it w

a
s th

e m
issile 

fou
n

d
 on

 th
e govern

or's 
stretcher at P

arkland H
os-

pital? 

"
D

r. O
livier: I b

elieve it 
w

as. T
hat is m

y feeling." 
T

here also w
as testim

ony 
from

 D
rs. R

ob
ert S

h
aw

, 
G

eo
rg

e T
. S

h
ires a

n
d

 
C

h
arles F

. G
regory th

at 
th

ey
 th

o
u

g
h

t o
n

e b
u

llet 
ca

u
sed

 a
ll o

f C
o
n

n
a
lly

's 
w

ou
n

d
 s. S

h
ires testified

 
th

a
t D

r
s. R

o
b

e
r
t M

c
-

C
lellan

d
, C

h
arles B

axter 
and R

alph D
on. Patm

an con-
curred. *

 *
 *

 *
 

T
H

E
 C

R
IT

IC
S

 each
 say 

th
at b

ecau
se of th

e m
ove-

m
en

t of th
e stretch

ers it 
could not be determ

ined to 
a certain

ty th
at th

e b
u

llet 
ca

m
e fro

m
 C

o
n

n
a
lly

'S
 

stretch
er or d

id
n

't com
e 

fr
o
m

 th
e
 p

r
e
sid

e
n

t's 
stretch

er. D
arrel T

om
lin

-
son, the P

arkland H
ospital 

en
g
in

eer w
h

o
 fo

u
n

d
 th

e 
b

u
llet, cou

ld
 n

ot id
en

tify 
t h

 e stretch
er p

ositively. 
T

h
ere w

ere tw
o stretch

ers 
in

 th
e corrid

or w
h

ere th
e 

bullet w
as found. 

E
p

stein
 says, "

S
in

ce all 
stretch

ers w
ere even

tu
ally 

retu
rn

ed
 to th

is area to b
e 

rem
ad

e, th
e k

ey q
u

estion
 

w
 a

 s: W
a
s K

en
n

ed
y
's 

stretcher returned before or 
after the bullet w

as found? 
T

h
is q

u
estion

 w
as n

ever 
answ

ered." 
N

ot so. *
 *

 *
 *

 
T

O
M

L
IN

SO
N

 had testi-
fied he had com

e to the ele-
vator area at around 1 p.m

. 
a
n

d
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 stretch
er 

w
h

ich
 h

ad
 som

e sh
eets on

  

it. H
e ptuthed this stretcher 

from
 th

e elevator in
to th

e 
corridor. T

hen he took the 
elev

a
to

r to
 th

e seco
n

d
 

floor, brought dow
n a m

an 
w

ho picked up tw
o pints of 

b
lood

, an
d

 retu
rn

ed
 w

ith
 

h
im

 to
 th

e seco
n

d
 flo

o
r 

w
here C

onnally w
as in sur-

gery. H
e then m

ade several 
trip

s b
etw

een
 th

e grou
n

d
 

floor an
d

 secon
d

 floor b
e-

fore discovering the bullet. 
N

u
rse D

ian
a H

am
ilton

 
B

ow
ron testified she w

as in 
T

rau
m

a R
oom

 1 w
ith

 th
e 

p
resid

en
t u

n
til h

is b
o
d

y
 

w
as taken off the stretcher 

and placed in a casket. T
he 

stretch
er, sh

e sa
id

, w
a

s 
strip

p
ed

 of its sh
eets an

d
 

then w
heeled into T

raum
a 

R
oom

 2, w
hich w

as em
pty. 

*
 
*
 
*
 
*
 

N
U

R
S

E
 M

a
rg

a
ret M

. 
H

enchliffe gave sim
ilar tes-

tim
ony and w

as asked: 
"

Is it p
ossib

le th
at th

e 
stretcher that M

r. K
ennedy 

w
as on w

as rolled w
ith the 

sh
eets on

 it d
ow

n
 in

to th
e 

area near the elevator?" 
"N

o sir." 
"A

re you sure of that?" 
"I am

 positive of that." 
N

urse D
oris M

ae N
elson 

testified
 sh

e w
as stan

d
in

g 
near the entrance to T

rau-
m

a R
oom

 2 w
hen the presi-

d
en

t's stretch
er, clear of 

sheets, w
as m

oved into it. 
*
 *

 *
 *

 

E
X

H
IB

IT
 392, containing 

P
arkland H

ospital records, 
has a statem

ent saying that 
the president w

as taken out 
of the hospital in a casket 
ab

o
u
t 2

 p
.m

. T
estim

o
n
y
 

from
 the doctors and hospi-

tal personnel says the pres-
id

e
n
t re

m
a
in

e
d
  o

n
 th

e
 

stretcher until his body w
as 

say
s h

e h
as sin

ce d
eter-

fu
rth

er in
to

 th
is q

u
estio

n
, 

m
in

ed
 fro

m
 n

u
rse D

o
ris 

N
elso

n
 th

at th
e tim

e w
as 

closer to 2:10 p.m
. E

ither 
w

ay, it w
ould be long after 

the bullet had been discov-
ered. 

C
ould it have been plant-

ed, as critic H
arold W

eis-
berg suggests? 

T
o b

u
y th

at, it is n
eces-

sary to conjure a being of 
superior intelligence, crafti- 
n

ess an
d

 p
rop

h
esy w

h
o 

could have designed a bul-
let w

hich w
ould not be too 

h
eavy or ligh

t to con
form

 
to fragm

en
ts fou

n
d

 in
 th

e 
govern

or's w
ou

n
d

s; th
at 

w
ould have had the proper 

co
n

d
itio

n
 h

a
d

 it g
o
n

e 
th

rou
gh

 th
e p

resid
en

t's 
n

eck
 alon

e, an
d

 p
erh

ap
s 

sm
ashed into the lim

ousine. 
A

nd w
hat if another bullet 

had also been found? 



+11,  * * * 

IF /ME was one way 
to explode the single-bullet • 
theory, it remained in the 
results of the autopsy re-
port, which will be exam-
ined in detail. If Mark Lane, 
Epstein or Weisberg can 
demonstrate that this re-
port is at fault and that the 

.010111.. 

president never suffered a 
back-to-front neck wound;' 
out goest the theory — anctmt  
along with it the case 
against Lee Harvey Oswald 
as the lone assassin. 

So the autopsy doctors 
did their work. They exam-
ined. They drew diagrams 
They photographed. They" 
drew a dot And now there 
are those that tlaim the dot , 
and the photographs show 
the doctors didn't do their 
work at all. Or the commis.. 
sion didn't. 

Next: The Warren Corn- 
mission's big mistake. 


