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THE LINGERING SHADOW 

;i1Critics of Warren Panel's One-Bullet: 
,Theory Employ Conjecture, Not Fact 
lily:BERNARD GAVZER 

and 
SID MOODY 

Newsfeature Writers 
;id's-"(Fifth in a Series) ,  

The critics have assault-
the Warren Commission 
e'ory that the bullet 
'eh p i e re e d President 

he -F. Kennedy's throat 
Caused the wounds to 

Gov. John B. Canna- 
, 
They have assailed the 
eoiy, but not with new 
deuce. They have used 
jecture instead of fact. 

d,'-when they dig into the 
port for 'evidence, they do 

describe all that is on 
e shovel. 
For example: 
i—Mark Lane contends 

f`ailelPgr: assassin rifle 
° the ManulichernCarcano 

Was • phtnted. His evi.,  
ce: the depository rifle 

s first described in press 
torts as a "Mauser." 

e also relies heavily -on 
affidavit by Constable 

our Weitzman as de-
ribing the weapon as "a 
5 Mauser bolt action.*  
ne emphasizes that 
eitzman was a rifle ex-
rt. What is the fact? 
eitzman testified he nev-
handled the weapon and 
since said that the word 
ause r" describes the 

It action. The Italian 
annlicher -Car cano as 
ntioned, was manufac-

red with the patented 
rman Mauser bolt action, 

the. Italians recham- 
d it for 6.5mm ammuni-

n. 
r--Edward Jay Epstein 

ms the autopsy report 
Kennedy is suspect. His 
Once: a dot on an au-
sy sketch indicates a 
let entry below Kenne- 

, NEW YORK UP) — CBS 
d Wednesday it "is not 
volous" to suspeet that 
e Harvey Oswald had 

e connection with  ei-
r, the FBI or the CIA. 
e network said that the 
used assassin's mother 

not be quite so wrong 
out some kind of link be-

. een Oswald and various 
effigence agencies of the 

tilted States." 

's shoulder, which means 
bullet couldn't have 

erged to hit Connally. 
at is the fact? The dot is 

f the mark. But the de-
riptive detail with it lo-
tes the neck wound pre-
hely. 
Harold Weisberg 
aims the film taken by a 

ctator, Abraham Zapru-
r,. shows Kennedy was 
unded much earlier than 

e commission says, and 
is means there had to be 
other gunman in another 

ring position. His evi-
once is obtained by prun- 
g Zapruder's testimony. 
st  how and to what effect 

ill be discussed further. 
• The impact of their at-
cks has had telling effect, 

Ut the most jarring chal-
ge to the single-bullet 
ry came from one of 

e victims, Gov. Connally. 

HIS IS BULLET 399—the one found at Parkland 
tHospital in Dallas. Some critics say it came 

from Gov. Connally's stretcher; the Warren 
t; Commission says it came from Kennedy's. Tests 

shOwed it was fired from Oswald's rifle, no other. 
Wirephoto 

"I am convinced beyona 
y doubt that I was not 

truck by the first bullet," 
SYS the governor. He re-
ites his recollection of the 
quence in which he heard 
shot — and since a bullet 

ravels faster than sound, 
ow could he have heard 
he same shot that hit him? 
BUT THE commission.  

bond it could not be so 
:;icertain. There was other 

Vidence which indicated 
lie governor could be in er- 

, rem about his reconstruc-
inn. The governor was 
lear about being hit in the 

est. But he did not know 
ntil the next day that a 
ullet had gone through his 

*st and hit his thigh. He 
aught there were II) to 12 

econds between the first 
d last shots. But analysis 

f the Zapruder film indi-
ated that there were 5.6 

• :illiVInds during which one 

shot wounded Kennedy and 
another killed him. 

There also was uncer-
tainty due to the testimony 
of Connally and his wife, 
Nellie. The governor testi-
fied that Kennedy was hit 
and had his hands at his 
throat. And then, he said, 
he was hit by a second 
shot. His wife agrees. 

"I immediately, when I 
was hit, I said, 'Oh, no, no, 
no.' And then I said, 'My 
God, they are going to kill 
us all,' " Connally testified. 

BUT MRS. Connally test- - 
tified: 

"As the first shot was 



hit, and I turned to look at 
the same time, I recall John 
saying, 'Oh, no, no, no.' 
Then, there was a second 

_ shot, and it hit John, and as 
he recoiled to the right, Just 
crumpled like a wounded 
animal to the right, he said, 
'My God, they are going to 
kill us all.' " 

If the governor is correct 
that he.  said "Oh, no, no, 
no" as soon as he was hit, 
and if Mrs. Connally is cor-
rect that he said this before 
she heard a second shot, •  
then the commission's as-
sumption stands on reason-
able ground. 

The governor, viewing 
frames of the Zapruder 
film, picked Frames 231 to 
234 as those representing 
the moment he believes he 
was hit. Scrutiny of these 

frames shows the gover-
nor's hands are rather high, 
certainly above the point at 
which the bullet exited 
from the governor's chest 
— a point two inches below 
the center of the right nip-
ple. Since the bullet caused 
a chest wound from back to 

front at a 25-degree down-
ward angle,' it would have 
been necessary for the bul-
let to then make an upward 
turn to go through the top 
of his right wrist and then 
come down to a point five 
niches above his left knee. 
. HAD THERE not been ; 
the Zapruder film, it is Os- k 
at b 1 e that investigators 
eight have reached a sim-
$e equation of three 
Wounds — three bullets. 

Three used shells near 
Ole sixth-floor window of 
the depository fortified the 
conclusion there were three 
idiots. And of the 205 per- 
sons who gave statements 
regarding the number of 
shots, 119 said they heard 
three, seven heard two or 
More and 39 heard "some." 

In analyzing the Zapru-
der film, the commission 
found that at the most 
there was a 1.6-second time 
Span during which Kennedy 
Ind the governor were first 
wounded. 

This was determined by 
Measuring the average op-
erating speed of Zapruder's 
type of camera — 18.3 
frames per second. Other 
evidence — the shells and 
stifle in the depository, the 
)ifle seen - protruding 
through the window, the 
nature of wounds, and Se 
on — established that the 
sixth floor of the deposito-
ry was one fixed point. 

BUT- THE Zapruder film 
had one drawback: the 
yrogress of the litnousine 
was obscured for approxi- 

' mately seven-tenths of a 
)econd by a road sign. So 
there is no pictorial evi-
dence in the film showing 
licactly when Kennedy was 

frst bit. 
Investigators positioning 
emselves in the sniper'S 

dovr perch could deter= 
ine when Kennedy or 
onnally were probably in 

fidsition to be targets. Since 
he foliage of an oak tree 
locked the line of fire until 
he limousine had gone past 

the depository on Its way 
o Stemmens Freeway, it 
as determined that the 

sident could not have 
en struck at the base of 

be neck until Frame 210 of 
e Zapruder film. At this 

point, the limousine is al-
leady moving behind the 

.vroad sign, traveling at a 
date of 11.2 iniles an hour. 

Weisberg says the corn-
*nations are meaningless. 

e says there is evidence 
he President was hit eer-
ier. He cites ZaPruder's 

,:testimony in Vol. WI, Page 
Zapmder was descrih-

Ving details regarding differ-
. ent Mimes. In reference to'  

the movement of the limou-
sine, Zapruder says, "It 
reached about — I imagine 
it was around here — 
heard the first shot and I 
saw the President lean over 
and grab himself." 

."LAWYERS know very 
Well that such words as 

.,- .'here' in testimony relating 
' to a location reflect nothing 

,on the printed page. When 
, ;they Want the testimony 
.!clear, they ask the witness 
,to identify the spot meant 
.hy 'here' Zapruder was not 

t- 
 

asked to explain where 
:There' was," Weisberg says. 

And then he says:  

• "But we startling mean-ie' 
mg of Zapruder's testimony e is this: He saw the first shot 
hit the President! He de-

, scribed the President's 
reaction to it. Had the Pres-

,jdent been obscured by the 
sign, Zapruder could have 
seen' none of this. There-

:, fore, the President was hit 
prier to Frame 210, prior to 

-; Frame 205, the last one, that 
shows. the 'top of his head 

. . 
1, Turn to page 574 of the 
" rt same volume and there is,  

Zapruder being specific. He .; is shown Fran* 225, which 
is the first mein which the 

ti *president can be seen as 
if/ 4the limousine emerges from 
''''behind-the sign. The Presi-
!!; dent appears to have his 

 hands moving toward his 
throat, and Zapruder, look-
ing at this fraMe, saya: 

"
Yes: 

"Yes; it lOOks lilvahe was 

• 	

hit 	seems — there -- 
tto somewhere behind the sign. 

You see, he is still sitting 
upright." 

EPSTEIN tends to con-
4.1.fuse the commission's in-

terpretation of the Zapru-
:t der film by saying that be-
: cause foliage of an oak tree 
blocked the view " . . the 
commission concluded that 

"; the earliest point the. Presi-
" dent could have been first 

" hit was film Frame 207." 
R.,' No. if that happened, the 
t7; President would have had a 
, head wound then, since his 

mock was blocked from a 
° lipedf fire until Frame 210. ' 
4' But when, then, was the . 
,.. governor hit? On the basis 
"* of corimutations and the 

visible movements of the 
• governor, it was deter- 

PVt mined that at the very lat-
est; he could not have been 
hit after Frame 240. That 
Would mean that if the 

• 



PRESS-TELEGRAM (PM)—A-,J r 
Los Stack Calif., 'Thur., .ka* 

this hit is clear in Frame 
313. The running time from 
Frame 210 to Frame 313 is 
5.S seconds. 

The agreement ends 
there. Because of the limit-
ed firing capacity of the 
Mannlicher-Carcano, 	the 
critics say (1)) the Presi-
dent and governor could 
not have been hit within 1.6 
seconds by two rounds 
fired from that rifle, and (2)  

three bullets could not have 
been fired within 5.6 sec-
onds. 

NEXT: The battle over 
split seconds. 

RUDER'S ASSASSINATION ALM TRIGGERS 
DISPUTES 

President was hit at Frame 
210 and the governor at 
Frame 240, it would have 
occurred within a span of 
1.6 seconds. 

THIS time element is im-
portant to the commission 
— and the critics. 

Firing tests of the Mann-
licher-Carcano showed that 
three master riflemen 
couldn't fire it and work 
the bolt and get  off another 

round in less than 2.3 sec-
onds. 

If the time span between 
the Kennedy and Connally 
wounds is reduced too radi-
cally, the critics' argument 
might falter because the 
shorter time would support 
the plausibility of one bul-
let hitting both men. 

ARLEN Specter, now dis-
trict attorney of Philadel-
phia,__ was the commission 

counsel generally describe 
as chief architect of the sin-
gle-bullet theory. He and 
Wesley Leibeler both say 
that the Zapruder film 
shows that on Frame 230 
the governor's right arm 
can be seen above the side 
of the car and that he was 
probably in his delayed 
reaction to his wounds at 
that point. On that premise, 
there was little more than a 

second between the time 
the President and governor 
were hit. It can be reduced 
further when it is consid-
ered that the 'President may 
not have been hit until just 
before Frame 225. 

There is agreement 
among critics and comma-
sion about one thing the 
Zapruder film does show: 
the shot that killed the 
President. The impact of  


