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Warren Report Not Perfect 
By BERNARD GAVZER 

and 
WI) MOODY 

AP NewsfeatUre Writers 
The Warren Commis-

sion's staff of senior attor-
neys doesn't claim the com-
mission's report was per-
fect. 

But it does claim the 
charges of critics have been 
so gross as to be self-de-
feating. 

One staff member talked  

of Mark Lane 's book, 
"Rush to Judgment." 

"He attempts to discredit 
the commission on hun-
dreds of counts and to sug- 
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gest such an enormous lev-
el of incompetence or dis-
honesty as to make his en-
tire argument ridiculous. 
Had someone set out to de-
sign a commission of the 
incompetence Lane attrib- 

utes to it, I doubt very seri-
ously that it could ever have 
been done. Had he focused 
upon some weaknesses of 
the commission or the re-
port, he might have had an 
area of argument." 

* * * * 
AND THE STAFF agrees 

there were weaknesses. 
&ate were of omission: the 
commission most certainly 
could have called to testify 
witnesses who had only 
given statements to law of- 

fide's. Some weaknesses 
Were of commission: thp re-
port could easily have been 
more explicit about the au-
topsy conflict. Some were 
inevitable: no one will ever 
be able to say with abso-
lute certainty which bullet 
produced the fragments 
that were found in Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy's car 
or just what struck a by-
stander in the cheek or why 
(Continued Page A-8, Col. 1) 

Lee Harvey Oswald chid it 
or even, perhaps, if he did it 
unaided. 

But to read the report, all 
of it, is to appreciate the 
depth of the investigation. 
Perhaps the commission 
■••■••••■•••••■••••••■•••■.. 	 

NEW YORK (UPI) -- A 
second national television 
network concluded Tues-
day night that New Orleans 
Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison's 
probe of the assassination 
of President John F. Kenne-
dy was "largely unsupport-
ed" by the evidence. CBS, 
in the third of four hour-
long broadcasts of "CBS 
News Inquiry: The Warren 
Report," supported the 
Warren Commissions' find-
ings and denied there was 
any basis for Garrison's 
probe. 

should have had its own in-
vestigatory staff, regardless 
of the huge expense. But 
that is to suggest that the 
FBI and the Secret Service 
and other investigative 
agencies on which it relied 
were somehow not to be 
trusted. 

Some critics suggest that 
they were not trustworthy: 
either subconsciously they 
sought to defend their 
professionalism by charita-
bly treating evidence and 
witnesses or, . far Worse, 
they were involved in a sti 
perplot. If the latter were 
the case, it would mean, be-
cause of the intricacy and 
range of the investigation,• 
a conspiracy of almost uni-
versal dimensions. As yet, 
there is no such, evidence. 

* 	* 

THE REPORT volumes 
theinselves are as irritating 
thing. The first 15 are testi-
mony, most of it taken by 
the commission staff. The 
remaining 11, which lamen-
tably have no central index, 
are as tidily packed as a 
beatnik's duffle bag. There 
is little or no order. A 
search for a specific state-
ment or affidavit can take 
hours. One of the intense 
coterie of assassination 
buffs,:  Sylvia Meagher, has 
made an index on her own. 
But it, too, is fallible. 

Yet the volumes, particu-
larly the testimony, have a 
certain fascination. The 
range of characters is Tol-
stoyan. There is the Presi-
dent of the United States, 
and the secretary of state. 
And a prostitute. There is a 
dashing, Russian-born oil 
man who knew both Os-
wald and Jacqueline Ken-
nedy and whose amatory 
troubles with a Latin beau-
ty are truly comic. And 
there is a laborer who told 
the august members of the 
commission in blunt terms 
of the locker room what he 
(thought when he heard a ri-
fle go off above his head in 
the depository building. 

The critics are equally di-
v e r s e. There is Harold 
Weisberg, a Maryland poul-
tryinan who was once Na-
tibnal Barbecue King and 
claims his "Geese for 
Peace" campaign got the 
Peace Corps its first good 
publicity break. Weisberg, 
who knows the report as an 
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M

akes a positive contribu-
tion," said one of the senior 
com

m
ission counsels of the 

critics. 

O
ne can assum

e the com
-

m
ission staff w

ould stand 
by its w

ork. Its statem
ents 

should be considered w
ith 

that in m
ind. O

ne, how
ever, 

should approach the critics 
w

ith
 sim

ilar d
isp

assio
n

. 
R

ead them
. B

ut read w
hat 

they criticize as w
ell. If it is 

iro
n

ic th
at th

e rep
o

rt is 
their foundation, it is also  

- convenient. O
ne can read 

and 'com
pare. 

E
pstein presum

ably read. 
H

e found the com
m

ission 
h

a
d

 u
tte

re
d

 "p
o

litic
a
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truth." - It.  sought to dispel 
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or 
and keep A

m
erica 

clean
, n

o
t to

. d
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in
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fact. 
B

ut neither E
pstein nor 

E
arl W

arren
 is th

e ju
ry

. 
T

he public is. A
nd there is 

M
o
re to

 th
e case fo

r th
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governm
ent than the public 
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ay have heard. 
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of the single-bullet theory. 
It is a ch

ain
 o

f cu
rcu

m
-

stance, linked by assum
p-

tio
n
s. It is a ch

ain
 th

at 
lead

s to
 L

ee H
arv
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 O

s-
w

ald as the assassin. B
ut it 

is vulnerable, as all chains. 
If one of its links breaks, it 
does not hold. . . 
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ission constructed 
w

hat has becom
e know

n as 
the single-bullet theory. 

A
nd it is these elem

ents 
w

hich critics of the W
arren 

rep
o
rt u

se in
 attem

p
ts to

 
topple the theory and dis-
credit the report. 

T
he theory w

as reached 
after the com

m
ission staff 

w
as confronted w

ith tw
o 

pieces of conflicting evi-
dence: 

T
h

at th
e first w

ou
n

d
 

suffered by P
resident K

en-
nedy and T

exas G
ov. John 

B
. C

onnally evidently oc-
curred w

ithin a span of 1.6 
seconds. 

T
h

a
t th

e
 m

urder w
eap-

on could not be fired fast-
er than once every 2.3 sec-
onds 

W
hat w

as the answ
er? 

T
he com

m
ission decided 

th
a

t o
n

e 
b

u
llet w

en
t  

through K
ennedy's neck, 

traveled four feet forw
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an
d

 stru
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 C
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n
n

ally
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flictin

g
 w

o
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n
d

s o
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second bullet struck K
enne-

dy at the back of his head 
and killed him

. A
 third bul-

let m
issed. 

A
ny argum

ent that O
s-

w
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as the lone assassin 
o

r h
e w
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't stem

s fro
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this theory. 

T
he theory is central to 

these com
m

ission conclu-
sions: 

I—
T

h
at all th

e sh
ots 

fired at the P
resident and 

governor w
ere fired from

 
O

sw
ald's sniper's perch on 

the sixth floor of the T
exas 

S
chool B

ook D
epository, 

overlooking D
ealey P

laza 
in D

allas—
and from

 no oth-
er place. 

2 —
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 a 6.5m
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found on the sixth floor af-
ter the assassination —

 and 
n
o
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 in
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w
orld, 
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 T
hat all the shots 

w
ere fired by L
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arvey 
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rivate detective W

illiam
 

G
urvich says that D

ist. A
tty. Jim

 G
arrison "early this year 

labeled for arrest" a num
ber of prom

inent N
ew

 O
rleanians 

"as accessories after the fact" in the assassination of Pres-
ident K

ennedy. G
urvich also said G

arrison once planned a 
m

idnight raid on the local FB
I office. G

urvich, 42, has re-
signed as G

arrison's chief investigator and publicly called 
for a grand jury probe into the tactics used by G

arrison's 
staff. 



Oswald — and no other 
person. 

In arriving at the 
single-bullet theor y, the 
commission itself laid the 
groundwork for its possible 
challenge by saying in the 
report. 

"Although it is not neces-
sary to any essential find-
ings of the commission to 
determine just which shot 
hit Gov. Connally, there is 
very persuasive evidence 
from the experts to indicate 
that the same bullet which 
pierced the President's 
throat also caused Gov-
Connally's wounds." 

But if that didn't happen, 
the theory teeters — and so 
does the case against Os-
wald as the lone assassin. 

Next The rifle and the 
autopsy. 


