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- "' When- the press becomes the handmeided of povermment 1t is es subversive
65 it cem bs in our society. “hether 1t doez this by coxpulsion, as & whoreg or
voluntarily; as'a an-hu.hu..h fmsateriel for it'd1s then a Journelistie herlot,

“Ris is perbapa the kindess thing I csn say sbout the series of srticles
you labored en o and wikh sueh bl Mfant’ incownetense to finish, ir waieh you
‘thikic you pretend to' #efend sither the governmeat ¢ the “arcem Comilssion. You do
peither. You moke fheupossidle 2efense imposaibls with such osrefully-msmufectured
folsshood. And, ®side from the Alshoner you bring on sur country and tie evil ¥you
do by delaying the firslly unvelline of tha truth sbeut the sssasaiontion, you
2olld your own nest, Beamirch your cwn recutstion, Nemesn the members of the
Rysocinte! Prass {n whise name you operate., .

Thother thst syeavhnutio scrivenine by Bermerd Gevies =nd =14 dy
follcws a doctrihe thot ig theirs or yours is not =meterisl, Thr end is the ssne,
further dishodor for the conntry snd €1 tnvlved, -

Ispeak for no one Sut myself. Spsaking for ayself, your men made me
ofort to mpeek to°ae, in perssh, by phehe oF in writing. Omee, by eecident, I
net Gavzer 1- the Hatisnal Archives, whers he waited much of yeur time 2nd moray
becuuse Le knew st 1fttle of whet he wes reseerching Ne 41dn't know whet wes im ' -
his bends ap he Pesdie, we yeuw wil] in due couree lasrn. He hed saopressed ovidence
in his Lend ond 2idn't anderstesd 1%, “oe¥ing you hat on eny other story would hsve
been B tegseone Etery, At thet di-g 1" offero? te help Mo in any way I eould, If
snyone needed - ‘snéd nesds =help; 1t 1s Beraard Gavzer, Ferhaps, today, he needs - .
ity more for hi® hae ehomed » pnceeho ble eslling. Lo I8 dlea
Cor o0 dgamy event, o stocne to o 1iteksty plaglerim 1n & Putile effert %o
belittle me, Under the suthesd "a @motley of critics", well 1:to hia first phice
he finds time to wntion e, as "» Warylond poultrymen”. Mot tist 1t makas sny
@ florence 17 I am, for 1 wss & professicasl writer as werly s be snd sver since
with more 1ntesrity. Toes the AP refer te Oenarsl Figemhover as & bdull ‘merchent,
%o toe Covernor of iichigen us e Ereuse-monkey, or to the Uow rmor of Sew York
82 s Srutk .marican grocer or, & rB=ps, the deccendant of s line of monay-landers,
usérers ond stock msaipulsters: If you foubt BY clein, 55 you put it, about the |
go0d my offorts pt Toretpn #id 414 the Pesoe Cerpe, let ne now. Frem this plecs -
1 Jmow the AP ean 0ot be Yrusted 1o seerch 1ts own “ritings. It is you who toke
the 8t ory, you zhe bol=ed the name the projoct baly dgalm, 17 pakes no ddfference,
et I enid end sey about thebesssasinetion fe Fight or wrong on the baels of fmct,
no% your cheap, 1ntndzyl- sl=ndere, SRLDATY T L DAY “ £ ]
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v o VS publishac two bovks, yeu sey, snd ok "plinting & thr, The
slighest Inquiry woul? hove {“fommed you the® of ny projected end Te ceerched wori

on this wibfect,’ renlly ome lerge one, the third and Burth mre sompli-ted end
Bel n7 published snd the frmeirxanst Tifth ond sixth well under wey, lsrgely ritten,

Sot thet my work, the first, Denefittdd from trestment by the A, In
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T t Akt Wy A ) dats gy
early <ay 1968 you hed sn sdvence sopy of the genasrsl vrinting of the £1rat B X,
he story was written. 1t was killed on the desk, *his 1: the fime impartiality
©: the issociated Zress, of its devotion to fect, news mcd simple jourmalistie
homor. Nonethelsas, you also had & dovy of the second, 1 scimwedps you sre j
gomsistent, 17 you find this & good Ahing.

The method of your ariters is slmple. They ultertste botwesn end oome
bine lie{ part=-truths, nisrepresentations, misquotstions end deliberete deceptions,
Af you fiag this harah, it you fecl 1% unjustified. then challengs you ¥ permit
me *N anawer {n the wame format, * 4k the seme distridution, I w1l do’ you
@18 notd I will fow you everything in advance end assure you of tha ixtefrity of
the gquotetions, ; a3 genb S e i

S0 hard did your incompetents have % strain that they refute therme
selves. ior exsmple, under “Cons piracy™:

"The sarrea Com-ission never said:les Eurvey 9 gwald, uloné, mrdared
Jokn Y. Ksocedy, period.” ¥ Lia Bnkr oot Juiiemum

But: esrlier, under "The Sinale-Bullet Pheory"s

"sealt 1a centrel to these Commission o nelusions...S. That a1 the
shots vers fired by Lee Hervey Oswald ~ sn® fio other person,” ST

93 puge 19, foliowing 4s; $he “ipert resds) quite direatly and’ staply:

.. "’he shots waish kilied Presideat Esnnedy =nd wunded GCovernor Connally
were fired by Les Farvey Uswald”,

vy &y Ve

Your 1ive with this kiad of writdng, sfr. Yortunstely, I do not."

In sy evemt, I aocuse you of delibersse ol pepresentation, of fabrication
°nd falsificatiom, of misquotativa - of deseption, If Jou dfapute ‘me, ‘ghod. Let
Us then heve vhet has for so lonz desn missing on whet is so vital on a sub®d ot
Aiks this, a aislogue. “e oan use your wire or any forum ¢f your atosi:_tq’. I wil
debate your writers snd sny others they chese o assist them, in witing or verbally.
1f you decline your wire, ss i sssuae, lot we then mukke this debate pudblie, 1n foont
of the TV crmeras snd miorophones. If you sre so gonvinced I am a feker, let me
offer you the oprortunity to prove 1t to ¢ ludger sudience. . : = .
: < Bgcouse your writers lmow so 1itild of uy writing, 1 will make £t edsier
for them. I agres to restriet this debats or “istover form enti{rely to their own
"riting., Ua this, dertainly, they are expert, on this they certuinly lhow whet
shey: talle wbout, Fla ey ' 5. ARy 23 TS ' ¥ T '

Let us sesk o determination of faet, entirely in ““&:"' and with ecuality
on Soth sides. 1t 1s becsuse I cansider & debate mgeinst both Ygvzer and Moody une
felr to you and to them that 1 encoursge you to enlist reinoffrcements. Your fiotion
Tetailed as feot meys of the Uomdlssion staf: lavyers, “they »re now willing” to
telie, This represents a change. Not one had dsbated me on their serk or mine, end
meny have fled =s I moved accross the country, to svold confrontationme Lspecislly

do I enccurage you t¢ have with them that ﬂ.—ﬁar of the law, that mouldex of the
legsl minds or the future, fesley J. Lisbeler, whc spdd to your reportars ("hy

did toey interview once side snd mot the otheri), ™rhe evidence that Ogwpld was
able to shocj the President wes Shet he did, Ee was lucky"s I recognize’ that it is
poeeidle you msy mot be as impwessed Lisbelor's fsct and logia ss your writers.
B eny event, I'd love to debste Liebslers I wenmt sl | the *ay to Salifernis to do
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ite Zxveryvhere I went, sxrecting to find him, he was elsewhere. “hen finally
I got to his home town, Loa Angeless, snd %o e undsy efternonn TV teping for which
I bad Geslined notionsl exposure just o confront him, he suddenly urgent
need to be on the opposite side of the continent, working inm tha Neticusl Archives,
Need I tell cme 53 well-informed as the goneral meoager of the lsseclsted rescs
thst the ~rohives 1s closed on Sundayad

Should you shun the humilistion of a mere chicken farmer exposine for
sll :&o world to see how ¢ shonestly snd incompetantly the Assoclated pess
writegs, which I een understsnd, I offer them to do this 4n orivnte] for your
benafit, elither in person snl alone or in your office fsce to face with your
hirelings, I will prove to you, sssuming vyou did not order this disgraceful
thing you eo widely distribute snd with eush grest herm to me ®nd others end to
the nationsl homor, thet it is dishonest, demaglag, snd ontl.rely‘ wrong. Note I
promise sot to prove thet 1% is a litile bit wrong. I will show you the whole
domned thing 1s. ' '

low we &re on & baesis of understending. If you do net accept my -
chellenges, you ead 1 fu.edictely will, xow it In i future, smcholers will,
for uy work will be aveilable. There sre those who heve & betiar knowledge of s _
and @ more dispussionste attitude than your finks. e =

‘sshington Posbe It secms thnt ome—of—the ter=idla’shin-s those of us who ssy

the zovernment dld wrong #nd this is subverzive of o democratic soclety, “have
mede money". im I to assume from this that your writing is unpald? That you did
not poy Gevzer and llocdy: That their axpenses came £ om thelr omm pockets? Nobody

1 closg with ths chosp begla img o0 your awries, as quoted from the

peid me. ko ons sdvanced me or geve me my expenses. ’

But how eem an honoreble writez snd an honoruble Associsted Press
80 sssall tha pillars of capltolisik’ To you not feer hatling before the Une
smoricsn Committeer ’ . , o0 i

- “erhapa not, for you failed to mention Congrescmam Yord, wo sll of us.
paid to be s member of this Jomnlssion end who, mith the belp of a puid ghoste
mening sgein ptg'hu you end me= converted this esaigoment into the firet book
on the subject. Mo slas wrote ~or signed- sacther personel .arren nvpozl far
LIFG. “e is not & "scewenger”, he did not "make monsy”. Need I recall “ouis Hizer,
who #rcte a glo:iag introduction %o a com erecisl edition of the “gsort at a time
when the evidence waa two omths swey from primting Or Eslinger, .schlessinger,
Jorensen, Zvelyn Lincoln, or the Hony of the bebiesy nll of whom eXwnow weslthy
only becsuse the “resident des murdered and they wrote nf 1t, Uf coures, it is
hardly posaible %o say of “illism Henchester ket he is & "scuvenger” or that ha .
"mode” money. He minted it, forgin: s mational disgrece in the process,
words ere herdly eroropriate, addressed o nim, ls this why Qezver, Noody snd the
AP fiod no spece for the stove: - £ oaimats a

Zrom time %o time, as the occasion arrises, I shsl bo comsenting om
thie litaxery =rostitutlon of yours, 5q_Sause, demonatrably, my stsndards ere.
bhigher than yours, 1 ask that you send ms & copy of what .7 distriduted. Thus I can

.

quate 1t without feey of editlag by pupeds or 3ypogmphieal errorse

imown euthors who did your work for you when you abdicsted. You will

only with loeded dice. I wouldn't trade places with you for snythinge

thet when o Fresident is murdsred snd consigmd %o history with the dubfous
apiteph of a fuke inquesy, nelther the country nor i%a inetitutions (inclunding
the AP) and mo President sre sefe, I do nmot believe thet we oan hevs questions
withing the copacity of man to snawer either unassked or unsnswersd. You do.ﬁ
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Tou sres in numerous ccﬁﬁbny today. A11 of you in « gengup o:@ W un=-
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