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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21. 1973 

Police seize BedoNith 
Continued from Page 1 

liminary bearing for Beckwith was 
fixed for Oct. 9. 

JUDGE COLLINS set bond at $5,000 
on the attempted aggravated arson 
charge, $2,500 on the concealed weapon 
charge and $1,000 on the assault 
charge. 

Beckwith was not formally charged 
with the illegal possession of dynamite 
count. 

After his two mistrials In the Ev-
ers staying, Beckwith, a staunch seg-
regationist, ran for Lieutenant gover-
nor of Mississippi in 1067. He finished 
fifth in a six-man race, gathering 
slightly more than 3,000 votes. 

EVERS, THE 37-year-old Mississippi 
field secretary for the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, was gunned down in the drive-
way of his Jackson, Miss., home on the 
night of June 12, 1963. 

Evers was the brother of Fayette, 
Miss., Mayor Charles Evers, who 
moved to Mississippi from Chicago 
shortly after the shooting and took 
over his dead brother's NAACP post.. 

The murder weapon, a 30.06 Enfield 
rifle, was found near Medgar Evers' 
home in North Jackson. 

Beckwith was arrested June 22, 1963, 
and charged with murder. The FBI 
said one of 1,500 imported gun tele-
scopic sights led them to Beckwith. 
They found five of the Japanese six-
power scopes had been shipped to a 
Grenada, Miss., gun dealer, the FBI 
said. One of those was traced to Beck-
with, the FBI said. 

After his arrest Jackson police said 
a fingerprint on the gun's scope 
matched Beckwith's print. 

BECKIITIM FIRST went on trial for  

the Evers slayine on Jan. 23, 1964. The 
prosecutor in the case was young 
Hinds County Dist. Atty. Bill Waller, 
now governor ofMiasiesippi. 

After three days of jury selection the 
trial opened on Fell. 1, 

During the trial the Grenada gun 
dealer testified he had sold the rifle's 
scope to Beckwith and FBI agents tes-
tified the murder waa pan had beet} 
traced to the Cilia:us Council member. 

The prosecution reared on the eighth 
day of the trial. The defense used only 
one day, with Beekaith taking the 
stand for 21/2 hours le deny he was 
the Evers sniper. 

After deliberating 11 hours the jury 
announced it was hopelessly dead- 
locked and a mistrial was declared on 
Feb, 7, The jury reported it was six 
for conviction and six for acquittal. 

ON APRIL 6, 1564. Beckwith went on 
trial again with Waller again the pros- 
ecutor. 

An FBI agent testified Beckwith's 
fingerprints were on the murder weap- 
on and that the prints were no more 
than 12 hours old when they were lift-
ed from the weapon. 

At the second trial a Greenwood 
policeman and other witnesses testified 
Beckwith was in Greenwood at the 
time Evers was shot. 

Beckwith told the all-while jury of a 
life dedicated to fighting racial inte- 
gration but said he was "not concern-
ed about Medgar Evers specifically." 

HE AGAIN denied having killed the 
civil rights leader. 

The second jury deliberated 10 hours 
and announced that it, too, was hope- 
lessly deadlocked. After "many, many 
ballots." the jury foreman reported, 
the jury was eight for acquittal and 
four for conviction. A second mistrial 
was declared. 

The state never tried the case lain. 
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