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The Fur Flies in Dallas Whan 400
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Seek Justice for JFK, and Try Not to Kill
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“The greatest enemy of the truth is very often not the le ... but the myth.” John F. Kennedy

he weather may not be particula ly autumnal, but Dallas can be 2 spooky
place during the week before Hzlioween.
Far from the killing frost of the no-theast, central Texas is high and dry and lolling
in the high 80s on this Wednesday a‘ternoon in late October. Down in Houston,
there’s terrible eye-watering smog, but on the arid scrub and blacktop around Dal-
las-Fort Worth Airport, you can whesl around and take in those vast dead-flat Bag
Sky vistas under a fairly clear blue. Except for the distan® water towers donmg the horizon, there is litde sign of
civilization. Those ice-sculprure glass skyscrapers immortalized by the opening credits of the Dullas TV show
are about 30 minutes by airport cab down Stemmons Freeway—past Texas Stadium, in Irving (home of the
Cowboys), past Dallas’ huge, ponderous World Trade Center, and past about a million car dealerships.

Before R, Ewing, before the Dallas
Cowboys Cheetleaden, and before Riss
Pesot, the cigy of Diallas was indelibly asso-
ciated, for betues o1 worse, with eae thing
and one thing only—the Kennedy assassi-
narion. On November 22, 1963, Fort
Warth hometown boy Lee Harrey Oswald
pumped ol theee rounds from an old lal-
ian W Tsurplos carbine, shoating at
Joha F. Kennedy's Lineals Continental as
the presidentisl motoecade idied thaough
Dezley Plaza in downeown Dallas, The
president wan killed: Tesms Gavernor Joha
Conually was seriously wounded. And the
eesn, a3 ihey say. o hotory.

Pz it really isty, of eourse. As deast, mest
Americans don’s believe it hisory. Ti's the
eever-up, the put-on, the unlikely official
story cooked up by LB)s Warren Commis
siun to oweep the Crime of the Century
undet hitsory's rug, According to polls, 70
o 90 percent of the country thinks thay
Oswald dida't act alone, and with the huge
hubbab rzised by Oliver Stone’s JFK last
yeat, the number is citing.

Which brings un to the spooky pare.
There is an odd conveasion of sore aking
place hete i Dallas this next-to-lasy week
of Ocrober. Some 400 peaple are gathering
fot the second annual Avamination Sympo-
siuin on Joha E Kennedy (ASK for ahors),
thiee days of panel dicusion, weorkshop,
events, and general intense kibiering among
the hard-core mesibers of whar might be
callesd the Assantination Commauniny.
bady’s here—the suthor of the countless
conspiracy bestelien, the low-bodper free-
lance researchees who pare over every shred
of documentation and every frame of film,
the bug-cyrd youngsten who had their
minds blewn by the JFK film. And here
and there. 4 smanicring of the Winene
the ones who sens—ar 2ay thry tsw—swhiar
really happened during these six o1 seven
seconds 29 yean ago.

And | am hete ton, sweating in the unes.
pecsed hear and lugging an overnighs bag
heavy with far books full of muttersd
intrigue, gory photos, and breathless chima
of conspirscy, all 1o long 1o read on
theee-hour flight. Among them i Jim Gas-
rison's 1988 On she Trail of the Ananing, a

ively shm and readable wolume
(hnmxlyhulmdmduu&
Garrison, of course, i the famboyan: New
Ovdeans diarrict anorney who brought busi-
aestman Clay Shaw to arial in 1969 for b
role in the complracy 10 murdes Kenardy

FTHOTOGRAPHSE BY MICHAEL LYON/COVER FHOTOGCRATH BY CRAIC DANIELS
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Mmﬂdmd'iuumy Shaw was

was idered  bir ¢ 3 haughinguack and
2 shamicless publicity L ound fot his effores,
Unail Olives Stone ca wim as the hem of
his film,

Now Jim Garraon 1 Kevin Coniner

acquitted in less than _n hour, and Garrison

IF spine
W on any onc of the books
purporting to desail the
R::lSmrroflkedﬂ:h
of the 35¢h US, presi-
dent, you might never

mmmThcﬂ.qu;lanfrhtdnm

Sione’s T chilying the i y of the focus on the
conspiracy bull as Hrlp-ood srd T hiked mament, the hyymim crom-referenced
the /FK movie okay— though both Stone’s imd-wmchppmw.m
postuting and the medis’s drooling attacks overwhelming, The neady 30 years of
wete s Btk abauid—ard found Garrisons  PONng around in the Dallas dist have dug
3 an imcredible cast of chatacters whese
Onsbe Tl which Sione wed s wsjoe (P00, S ST
m-h‘?ttﬁiﬂyuﬂ-wﬁumﬁtdejm sundmgon DicL o, whose pove] Lo s
busk Grariatn Wianedf il o e by the bess veoi'of ixion o the

ASK *92, but he Is 2 + sitical firnr-generation
researcher and a recer 1+ redeemed star in
the compitacy-theort - zocmos. Sn 1 sead
most ef his book, sur-¢ of it on the plane,
and | took it ot agal  for the long hot cab
ride e Dallas, The frives was b w

subject, created the archenypal assassinolo-
gist in the characier of aging basement
her Nichobss Branch: “Frustrated

siuck, self-watching. looking for a means of
mnnmma-zylobmkml_.lklm
bandoned his life 1o und

the news on the radic

o whe tricd 1o prove & conspiracy in the
ausuination of Previa. nz John F Kennedy i
dead at the age of seve 23 Garrison achieved
Jame as the .

In what would be only the first of count-
lext myneriow coincidences that would
dominate the next few days, Jim Gasrisen
died in his home in New Drleans on the
day I artived in Dallea.

Sponky?
Weltome 1o Texas

g that
mmtmDaMrhmmndulm
benke the back of the American century.”

Asnassination researcher, almont 1o 3 per-
mdmmthcplu Nuonlyfmcht

meduas Yy in
pﬂpuwm‘th nmhul'dearrm
G and other Extablish ene-

mies, but for regularly dismissing those who
question tive official stories as “conspiracy
bulffs,” harmless fringe elements, and bor-
duhu-qldu—nhmhm‘bmumdn
than impose elat fantasy

upon the chaot of history,

These is grest urgency and linde pleasure
in the theories that the theotist weave. Jim
Garrison, who was parroted by the media
and his legal colleagues for his “guinonc”

trying 1o press the issue. Here in my room
at the Dallas Hyar, on the day of Garrisory
death, Envertainment Tonight s ranning a
clip from what s belicved to be his last
interview, Filmed 2 fow manths sgo, Garri-
son it lying on his deachbed, dying by
degrees from heart disease, sraring up with
haunted eyes and nalking sbout JFK. To the
birter end i was all that martered. .
Teans TV is full of srrange chamcers. ET
spends about twice Garrison’s sinime on an
exiended obit for acuress Shirley Booth, “the
boiry bt good-natured maid” Fom the 600
shicom Hazel She also died of natural caus-
es. On the local news, authorities warn that
= couger appeans 1a be loase in Forr Wardh,
Dallas’ lewser rwin city, locared 30 miles
avay. It already has killed some pen.
Theee's an updace on the man up in Moun-
win Springs, Texas, whe is still working on
# giant ball of ssing. He now has enough
siring 1o siresch from Dallas to Karuas Cicy.
“He must really like sering.” sn anchor-
penon comments after the piece.

And heze is the local take oa the Gartiion
denh.feuuml_:nmﬂthm

chic and anchirvia Miry

Ferrell. Now 70, Ferrell was 3 lepal secretary
who began tollecting documenn and mate-
rial relared 10 the JFK case almont inmedi-
ately afier she shooting. She worked with
Gareuon in the late 605, and she ha
watked with praciically every serious
researcher since that rime. But she inan
archivist, not an author; she doan'’t write
hohwmﬂ-ndnﬁﬂtmdupnml’u
mauive shifting in of that
has piled up over the past 29 years. She iy
sbin 3 ennsultant for ASK and i alated 1o
deliver the symposium kepnote sddres on
Friday moming,

A a rule, she doesn't do interviews, but
she scerma to have made a concension for her
old friend Jim. The TV piece begins with
the unaal biographical flufl, running
through the sad cirrus of the Shaw rial and
Garrson’s subsequent fall from graze, then
finishing with 2 few clips from the Stone
Tl Ferrell comes on and says how much
they all belicved in Jim, how he was ceally
on to something, how he was going to
bring the kifless 1o justice....

"But 1oday I'm not that cemain,” Ferrell
says. "1 Aepe that he was wrong.” -

And with thar the yoice-over announees
that even though Mary Ferrell now believes
the Warren Commiwion, she seill kas fond
memaries of ..,

Whoa! Hold on! She didn't say that she
believed the Warren Commission! She junt
said she fopes that Garrison was wrong! The
way the picce has been put togethey, it
sppean a if Mary Ferrell. the grand old
lady of ssaminology hersell, has given up
and gone pro-Warren Commimion. No
wonder she doan’t give interviews, No
wonder these people hate the media. There
will be hell to pay for 2his
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had planned on finishing On rhe Toail

of the Autuin that fint evening in
Dallas, juse for symmerry, but 1
already was experiencing the firnt
rwinges of JFK informarion overload.
This would get much worse. | was
desetmined, however, 10 prasp enough of
the skeleral basics of the rescarch literature
10 3t least comprehend the iperch parterny
of the avesage ASK, stendee. Curiously, the
falks who put togesher this symposium
dont seem to know 3 prese desl mare about
the assansination than | do. The propram
Fists a8 cosponson the Dbl Obierser—the
local weekly—and the Amasiination
Archives and Resesrch Cemer (AARCY, 3
rambling reparitary of JFK-relared litera-
wure and documents in dowmiown Wash.
ingon, DLC., but the actual prime mover
bchimil ASK is Scuth Ty Southwes: Incor-
pnnudm’].mmin-bndm
tinns best kevowss for pusting topether the
annual South By Southwent music confrer.
ence.
SMSW i 3 predomimanily young, hip,
funkily stticed growp of individuals wed 1o
dealing with drunken alternarive-sck
bands mote than with resahutrly serious,
samewhat paranoid compiracy thensiss,
and 3 certsin amaunt of tension exise
between the two camps.

“We weren't ot of them,” sdmin stalling
eoardinator Eve MeArthur, who it in
charge of holding things mare ot lexs
sogether. "But we hoped that resulrs in s
maore Fir oversll ennlference it allows
10 evalusic with objecriviey

According 16 Jo Rae DiMenno, ASK's
publiciry coordinaing, most of the SXSW
prople brewsed through copies of fim
Mases” Crongfire, 3 well-regarded ot of cone
spisacy theary encyclopedia that served 21
Ofliver Stone’s atber major snarce for JFX
But these ae by no means experts. "We're
junt a bunch of music freaks,” she ademirs.

Thus, much af the thape and substance
of the conference i dictated in paet by con-
sultants Mary Feeeell aind Gary Shaw, both
Dallas natives and de facto leaders of the
lotal tesearch communiy, which i sizabile.
Shaw cowrote Crrrr-up, 3 1976 bork now
consideredd 1 clanic in the genee, and the
veceny JFA: Canspiracy of Siente, which was
cowrinten with Dr. Charles Cronihaw, one

hmnﬁadmw&&rﬂuﬂiwwiq
up wbler of books 2ad Toshirg and sundry
JFK memonabiic. All Thursdsy afternoon,
conletence.goen <rickle in., pick up their
snappy laminated name tagz, and then
make the mounds Old faces are remem-
bered from lust year and new conracs are
made, Foe all their bluster abour being
tagged as conspin oy nuns and general

mdo;mﬂ!{ngh:nmmm-

ously normal, whire, middle-class folks,
although many appear 1o be trzpped in
wnfortunuie 1979 wardishes, There are s
couple of witeddaoking characiers wander-
ing around in Tizhits thae have *SKEP-
TIC printed on shem, but in most waya it
just looks fike an ¢ neher convensinn: &
bunch of middle-aged guys in name 1ags
and bad sulte. Neveniheless, arrange forces
are 2t work here,

Lspot Harsison dvingsions, s rovearcher
Fram Baliimore wiw has turned out rwo
thick secent bests llers: High Trrasen and
Hig&TmlTuu‘umﬁdtﬁeﬁm
Mmhttmﬂnhmyh@g&
H:lophiuﬂlih-hiw-ﬂnpph’m
szout and bearded and faindly Heming-

wayrique.

“T'm gonns brezx this case,” he tells me
by way of introdu stion,

*Really”™

"No.” He atare 3t me, deadly serious. *]
am going 10 breab the case,” he repean.
“Probably in the 91 fow weeks.”

Harry Livingsr w doean’t kid around
mn:htwn’rﬂ.atingmmhimbm;
he anit a listed paaeline, Bun he's here any-
way. and it soon becomes apparent that be
i 3 man with a mission, i

“T'm trying 1o i .troduce some ethics into
this community,” he says. *The reseasch

ity it beiap, manipulased by the -
people who a¢ © r=ring np the murder
They're eooking b« evidence.”

Livingsone i the: self-deserib 4 enfin
terribie of the syesination communiry,
And while thete a.e always 2 certain num-
ber ol diffesences nd dissgreements smang
the vatious major 2athors when their theo-
ties cluh, Livings courn confr !
accuning other authon of perpesrating
deliberase hoaxes ~nd “de-objecrifying the
evidence,” either for profir-mongering or 1o
throw setious resmarchens fufcher off the
trail. He has nothirg bus secthing contemp
for the organiers if this conference, the
Dl&lmnrd:mnmnity,mdptduur
quite 3 fow of che seople heee,

W3 racker” b aays, sesnning the soom
with palpalile dis’ sin. “It's a businen. Is
testitorialism .. j dousy . sell-centerednen

t Paskland Hospital afies the sh g

Unliker many of the big-name surhoes
mmam-ltlrllymon?‘hmdm
the fiest day of the symponiam, the diminu.
tive, elegantly drevsed Shaw is 2 bit of 2
diptomat, and he seems 10 serve as 2 sort of
cruise director for the whole show, He also
har 2 sigaificant ssy reganding who gen 1o
speak on the panels and moderae the
workshops. This will prove to be s soutee of
sOme controversy. 4

Buan 1 am il blissfully unswace of the
mdmmmupuemlyhuﬂdbg Half ol
the Hyan ballroom has been turned into s
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But suddealy Mary Fereell, the tiny
white-haived grand-na of the Dallas
reearch community, appears before Living-
atane’s table and the two greer cach ather
like old friends. With her genele nonth
Texas deawd, Ferrell is almost 1o sweet 10
be believed, but she's hopping mad sbout
Lust night’s TV ine-view. She couldn’s
belicve what they s2id aboue her,

THE TRAJECTORY OF THE
BULLETS, THE NATURE OF THE
WOUNDS THE ANGLE OF SPRAY
OF BRAIN TISSUE-THE COVER-U
ISENDLESSLY MUTABLE,

“1 thought it was such 2 besutiful story,”
she 1373 shous the piece, sounding burt.
"And then at the end they zaid 1 believed
she Warren Report,”

Livingyione is sympathetic, but he’s gor
some other thing: en his mind.

“T'm trying to make an istue of ethic in
this commanity,” he tells her. *I'm pusting
my foet down. This communiry has to reg-
ulaee jeselC*

Ferrell looks pained, "Now, Harrison,”
she tells him, "let’s ot get into this, dackin’,
We owe these prople the right ro speak .

It goes on like this for a time, with Ferrell
Wdr-l" "'*‘F L) l'
she pleacs politely for him 1o behave him-
ldflndmnbhnm-d!'mddi..

ions. Mearwhile, Livingstone com-
plains of unspecified persecution by vatious
forees, the Dallas communisy in patticular,

"See, you five in an suthoritasian ciry and
state, Mary. The ret of the country isn't
like thist™

Ferrell ignoses this,

“Mow ... Jinspeaking tomotrow,” the sy
wweerly, “You wouldn't intereupe me?™

Dut Livingstone presses on. He'll do what
it rakes. "I've been mistreated and abused
by the media™

town,” he eying the

cees warily. *[In 1963,) Dallas was 3 cowh.
town. Vicious. Nowadays it sll sophisic:
ed and clegant.... But you scratch the sus-
face and it's vicious. They hate ouiden,
And they have their ewn fucking lrws
here.”

Mary Ferrell teemerges from the erowed
with 3 young woman reportes from the £
Wirrsh Ster-Telrgram in tow for Livingston
1o talk to. But befare cangling with the
mainstream medis, he lesves me witha
Binat comment, i

“Thir whole thing is 2 stacked deck, an(
am here 1o thake it up,” he promisea. “An.
sty out of il * :

he Dullas-Fort Westh mewro-
plex is home ro almon three
million people. Which as any
one who watched Row Perots
Ginall infomercial knows i
toughly the popalation of thr
entire seare of Arkansas. Bat almost none «
This is home only ro vasr, oddly shaped
corporate office towers and amanination
Sased A m"

“Honcy, you haven't been mi dand
abused,” Ferrell sings back, sounding 2 bie
fed wp. Il Livingatone is peeved sbout the
fack af maimtream press coverage his work
has been perting, she 1ells him she'll go
ferch same repormers.
“Reporters are keiocking me down,” Fer-
well s3ys, "They'te driving me crary. And 1
donit give interviews’™ That said, the masche
e ofl,

Livingstone is una “There are
people bese in the business of mking other
peoples research,” he says. “There's s lot of
iminalicy in this ity.... Whar's
coming out of this city is [Banging kit fisr on
the table with every wend] one ... Teavdulent
o 110y ... afies ... another!™
Livingstone is no fan of the fine gy of
Dallas. He already has been here for a
while, rescarching hir upcomiog High Trre-
son 3, and for bis previous rwo bools he
spent a great deal of time interviewing wit-
newes and medical penoaned at Parkland
Hospital, He 1ay3 that he “an’t wait 10 go
home" to his Charles Village rowhotsse.
"My life ain’t worth 4 plug nickel in this

sireet from Union Suation ard 2 sioncs
throw from infamaws Dealey Plaza.

On the other side of the hate! is the
Siemmons Freeway, which giver way 1o the
muddy banka of the neasly dey Triniey -
River, and then 1o nothing st sl for 3 fow
miles, except beige scrubland and still-geee
treesopr. The vast suburban aprawl of the
surrounding communities is oat there
somewhere, but it's a good hike without s
caz. In proper Texas sryle, Dallas i big. Th
Gity woreess are wide— Cadillac wid
downtown, Scems 1o take forever 1o cros
them.

Midaficenoon on Thursdsy, | make the
shor seroll from the hotel 10 Dealey Plaza
Considering the depth and intensity of the
scrutiny placed on the hisoric eventa that
unfolded here, the area itself seems dismay
ingly wnspectacular. Bur to the properdy
informed JFK-head, the very eanth ivsell

A



hers monates with meaning, Here ia the
Dallas Counry Criminal Courts building,
whete Jack Ruby hang out, shot the breese
with Daliar’ finest, and evenneally shoe Lee
Owwald on tlie Sunalay alter the assavsing.
wion, And heee is the Dal-Tex Building,
whete many believe a thisd shoarer may
bave been peering oot on the plaea

And of coutse, here is the Texas Schoo!
Book Depatitory itself. There was talk of
demolishing the old oilice building after
the asassination, but instead it has been
preserved a1 3 national hiseoric monument,
The sixth fnor, the site of the alleped
#niper's nest, i now calied dhe Sinth Floos
Muscun, and it houses an exhibis chroni-
cling Keanedy’s life and death in delibesare,
uncontroversial 1enme. The comer window
ares where Orwald s x3:d o have taken his
best shots has been salled up behind Plex.
glas and recomtructed 1o look ax ic did on
Howember 22, 1963, right down 1o the bar-
ricade of book bowes Ouwald built ssound
hinsell The window is left permanently
balf-open, as it was then. You can't look
shrough it, but yoo an ook thiough the
one next 0 it aod menacally smipe away a
wraffic whissing below on Fim Sueer.

Back down in the plara, souris pather
bessds the Grassy Kool and take in the bis.
1ory. The Gezvey Knoll, which is reslly jrust
s wocded tise beside Elm Scrcer, i oee of
those cauntless elements ol anassination
ephemera that har earned capialization.
worthy sipnificance. Several witnesses cluiin
they heard show fired from beliind the
Ticket Fence atop the Gramy Knoll, othens
mw anpicious-loeking characien milling
around these hefoue the shooting. One
man, 3 deal-mute named Ed 11ofman whio
wan sraiding on 3 nearhy fieewsy overpas,
clsiins to have scruslly seen » man with 3
rifle bebiind the fence, andl there are 3 num-
ber of pharegeapin, none partcutarly con-
vincing, that purporn eo show a rille mutsle
poting out of the prainy backpround
folisgs.

Right now there & onby 3 puy in 4 sed T
shirg from the JFK Asasinstion Informa-
tion. Cenree, a local private organization
that gathers IFK information and hawks
asassnation related books and merchan-
dise, He 133 his name is Tom Jones, and
he’s busily lzeching anto 2 trio of 1ourins,
trping 10 sl 3 Tew copies of JEK Today, »
chieesy psesdonewspaper Tl of splashy pic-
tuves and 2 few sound-bite.vite articles,

“Of coutse, here’s the siarm drain thar the
shooter used 10 cscape pver to Indusnial
Boalevsnd .. that's the beas angle for the
head shot.” he xays, leafing theough the
Popet and kerping wp & running rap

“And of course this is the famous forged
backyard phesvgraph of Lee Orwald
allegeclly eaken by hin wile Marina.... You
can we the crap masks heee below the
chin..*

Meanwhile, behind the pockade fence, a
woman simi 3 Minos camera over vhe slary
and shoot ineo oncoming iraffic. The old
wezthered wood of the fence appeats
unchanged since 1963, and geafiici scan the
side lacing sway from the pleza. Undes
neath an anow, someane hat written "JFK
WAS SHOT FROM HERE" in black
markes. Beneath that, “Bush knows.” Then,
in another hand, "Bush blows.*

Tom Jones keeps up the hard sell,

“Coutse you can sex that the first thoss
would have been obacured by thar oak rree
had they been fired from the book deponi-
tory.... ‘Course that's whete the Umbrells
Man was sanding ... perfecily sunny day,
and man holding an umbrells opens and
closes it for ne apparent reason seconds
before the finst shot ... probably a signal.
"Coune hese's the susopry photos of the
head ... the 1echnician who took the ple-
tures a3y they've been ampered with ..*

interrupt to ask Jones, & Dallas nasive,

the incvitable JF.{ question: "Where were
youl™

“Oh, 1 was her)” be tays, and poing to 3
piciure of the muiorcade ar the fronr of the
paper. “Way bact here. | chink that was my
daddyy car”

“Wow," 1 say, 4 st sure whesher he’s
purting me on. "o what wan it like?*

“Oh.” he mays, momenrarily withous
words, "About wiat you'd expect, 1 guen,”

Thioughout th: rent of the day, conven-
tioneen are being shuttled around town on

3 $20-3-pop bus tous of big assassinstion
bat spots—parn of the mororcade rourte,
Orwalds rooming howse, the munder scene
of the unlucky Officer Tippit, and che |
Texar Theatre, from which Orwald vz
dragged away, screaming *1 am not resuting

arvent!”
Meanwhile, back in the Hyatr, Gary
Shaw and two colleagues are sruggling |
with their presentation *JFK 101,” » sort of
neophyie’s guide 1o the case, For people
who devote yran of research and hundreds
of pages 10 the most minute aspecsa of the
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sorp—Oswalds life in Russis (where he
met hia wile), the myseriow kerter Oswald
allegedly wrote to & "Mt Hunt® before the
sassassination (was it CIA man E. Howand
Hunt or Dallas oil magnare H.L. Hunt?),

miry of the field into 2 0-minwe outline,
but they give it 3 go anyway.

All that information! The Warren Com-
ission alone produced 26 fa1 ol of
documents, all nonindexnl. Then there was
the Rockefcller Report in 1975 and the
House Sclect Commitiee on Assaninations

amperings—none
them, jibing with ach other. Documents
afe missing; photot have been seized; wit-
neses have died mysteriowly; reports have
been destroyed. Keanedy's brain, which was
suppased o be somewhere in dhie Natiosal
mmnjm,hmh-.

*le3 an absol of i i

cier,” S’u-ﬁm.l!rblnmuﬁ-:mw
the raidat of his cutline of the Dallas Police

repont.

And yet there b abways the promise of
progies. The 1979 HSCA investigation
Tinally admirted thar same kind of canspir-
acy was “likely.® ls cited acounical evidence
ofabmhtbu—-mddmnlmm
mor shooter—and determined that it
probably invalved arpanized crime.
Althot:gh HSCA dido's crack the ease, it
-uanrpnpfmmdu\hnmfammu
sion. A reopened investigation, with an
independent prosccuor, might gee the job
dane—hat iy, il the Howse of Reproenta-
tives allows all the JFK fifes to be opened.

“There's a whale gencration,” Shaw says.
“The old guard & passing swsy”

'I')-.h-uneaplrg:!wm:%rmh

) n«»é«mmmm»m

10 expose. He was merely the most famous,
Bast it wndercored 3 point as the fist wave
of ctitics fade away, 30 must the forces thar
-ﬂllﬁ\g»hwqp.mmwhl
evet and whorver is behind it, is weakening.
Daspite diffcrences of opinion on the JFK
film (cnany were infuriated by Stonc's stam-
bang pastiche of fact 3nd speeularion, as

an alternative “mythology™ to counter the
Was-en Comminion), all agree thas it
huﬂyknnwldpubkhlquw
case. b is & eave spaingt vime, they belicve,
10 frey the truth Joose before it's ton late,
Before these s no one 10 temember what it
meana.

“We can aill coerecs our pases,” Shaw
urges! “Even il we find st we have 1o knock
dovwn & fow satues o do in”
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stes that evening there it » reccp-
tion in the horel s enarmous

h&omltmdthb.—mu
authors are here, sipping
pcudhucﬁum&-endlh
and enteruining loose flocks of
Fans clurching copies of their books 1o be
signed David Lifton, the author of 1960’
megasclling Bewe Evidencris here, and he
drawt some of the moee enthusiastic faith-

* ful Husrison Livingsione is holding coure

at 2 aable & good distance away. Becuse of
the essential conflicts berween the rwe basic

mmindnﬁcﬂnfod‘uimdmu.

= at least, diy has
aa-l.rwdmmdhhnlumhhu{wm
full of shiz.

The case that Bat Eridence, 3 hefty and
unusually tediows tome. purs forth s thar
Kennedy's body was fooled amund with
hrieadl S el

FORNMANY, ITTS MARINA

OSWALD-NOT JACKIE-WHO IS

THE ULTIMATE TRAGIC HEROINE
“YES' SHE SAYS SLOWLY, TWANT
TOGETON WITH MY LIFE?

in JFK flashbulbs ere popping and 2 crowd

hgnhcrin; Its Bewesly Ofiver, known 1o
ds as the Exbushica Lady, and she i

" it beft Dallas’ Parkland Hospieal and the

moment it arrived in Bechesda for i offi-
cial autopry. The all-imporrant hesd
wounds were altered and dresed up 15 fool
the sutopey camera, which would account
for the apparent discrepancy berween whete
the docton in Dallas claimed the massive
it wound was (D, Charles Crenshaw tes-
tified that the wound was in the back of the
head, indicating a frontal shor) and where
the wounds actually are in the phatos (clas-
1 10 the top of the head and 10 the lefi).
The x-ray photos, incidenually, seem to sy
something else enticely

In generl, thit medical aspect of the case
i 3 mind-bending can of worms that opens

up same of the fiercest and grossess debares, .

The trajectory of the bulless, the natwre of
the wounds, the condition of the scalp Frag-
ments, the angle of the aprsy of brain tis-
tue—everything remorcly conneceed 1o the
ac:wlphrnulmd-m:-fdndymgpm

looking good, Oliver was 4 Dallas singed/
showgitl who was 1 good friend of club
owner Jack Ruby, ‘be abo claimi 10 be the
[abled Babushka Lady, the woman who an
be seen in the Zaprader film standing in
Dealey Plaza weatiog a babushka and film-
g the motarcade s it eruised throcgh the
kil 2one.

The identity of ¢ is pivotal witness war
unknown for maiy years unil Oliver
stepped forward. She claims that her film
and camers were taken by an FBl agent a
few days afiet the ; sassination, and neves
seen sgain, Even moe sanling, she claims
1o have been introduced 1o Lee Orwald by
none other than Jack Ruby. a fow daps
before the shooting.

Not surpeisingly. Ofiver's too-perfect tes-
timany, combines: with her siill-flamboyam
platinum-blonds § esonality, have made
her somerhing of ¢ star on the JTK witoess
cireuit, A1 the me ~ent, she is being

dent raises another sparm of p
Amlmnncmnuma;ruduzmnhm;u
seal. There's nowhere to stand. The cover-

bbed by cagee Whotud
queasions at hes—"Why did you go to
Dealey Plaza that 12" 2 man demands.

up it endleuly mutable, “Wiell, 1 wansed to sce the president, of
bvam.lwhnpm.thmhthuthe course,” she replice, in 2 tone of voice that
pry photos th e, in addition o Wy the bell eche?—beg bt for
ﬁeﬁmmbpmﬂulumw graphs. and p.se for pi with hee.
of the assassination, have all been docrored. She obliges them all, bugging strange men
An intacy scalp was optically masted over in naime tags, kickng up one high-hecled
the site of the real kiead wound; the {oot demurely, ani beaming for the cam-
Zapruder film has been alered physically, eras,
perhaps wiing animation. All this to throw Mesawhile, the deographet for Flying
o the researchers trying 1 make heads or Eagle, s Minouri-Lased production compa-
rails of the endlenly conflictive evidence. ny that o filming 2 documentary here
And anyone who dissgrees with Livingsone about the asassication communiry, is

is either 2 fool or—maybe—a pant of the
conspicacy luell,
wance tonight, but those who know of their
diffesences ate eaet v see s lithe blosd
an uply feud poing with his cx-collaborator,
Robers Groden. Groden it 3 photographic
expect who did early work with the
Zapruder film when it was seleased. He
cosuthored High Trewsen with Livingstone;
they since have splic acimoniausly. Living-
wane believes Geoden guilry of “de-objecti-
fying” the evidence—altering the film to fin
his ewn evil sgendas, Groden is here 100—
sumewhere—but thete has been no public
scene berween the rwp 3o far.

Oves by the big model of Desley Plaza,
the same one used in the courtroom scenss

weaving thmugh 2 crowed with his
sisadicam and ine viewing anyone who
will sie waill, His ra e is Shawn, and when [
carch up with him ‘ster, he's Nuth with the
possibilitics and érnking a Bud.

“You know wha his is like?” he asks, sar
veying a room buzzing with some 400 con-
spiracy theories. * 't like that part in Clasr
Entounzers, when the government’s trying
w0 get tid of 3l chese different people from
around the world who show up in
Wyoming to meet the ipaceship? And that
Freach guy sayr, like, hey. you canit do
that—they were invited” That's who chese

ou know, we were up all night
Last night,” 2 man eells bis
companion on the way down
to the lobby early the nexr
moming. "But we figured it
out.” i
The lobby s full of amorphous know of
cunvensioneen, xill talking, rlking, tlk.
ing, talking. Many indeed look as if they
were up all night, erying gamely to figure it
out once and for all,
Harry Livinguone, for one, had a preny
hruad:t.l.lpmdnawmnn.hamn
yard of the Hyat bar, Livingreone was hav-
ing a few been and railing againac the ASK
organizen to any and all who would Lisen.
He was being persecuted, he mid, A best- |
selling author! Silenced! Forbidden to speik
by his own se-called collesgues! Other -
mdmumbdngdmadpumdn
ulh,hmdhybmrlmphmmnbbd
by Dallas research bipwigs and by 3 maind
siresm media interssied ot in
Treak shows than in tedous news, He'ld had
enough. When | mrned in at 1 .00, be was
still going strong, i
But grogey of not, everyone duly has
been shepherded back inta the ballroam at
nim:lml’ndqmmmgfuth:hynw
spredu\ndmnnﬁchuyFeuﬂqu
her address, everyone is wade awake. There
is 2 surprise guest up on the podium.
s Masina®™ someone beside me whis-

pess. :
She needs no other introduction. Marina
Orwald Porter ia, of coume, the widow of
Lee Onwald. She was once Marina Puisko-
va, whea Amencan defector Lee met her in
reeasnnnus Opwald and his Rusian wife left
the Sovier Union hassle-free, rescailing in
the Dallas-Fort Worth arca, (This is consid.
ered mighty suspicious, 1o say the least, snd
may well indicate that Oswald was 2 ClA;
opentive of some sors from the start)  *
Marina sill bves just ouside of Dallas,
she is nill disarmingly beauriful. And mys-
serious. This ia, in facy, her first official |

:puhlglppmuunu;mu&ulkmr

sination,

Shmudyu&uthﬂumvﬂh.
& feavily
mn&rhﬂ:ﬂt&v&fudmaﬂ'ﬂud
everyane involved.




“Thanks 1o you,” she an. “l can walk s
linde srhaighses.... So many prople bave paid
with theiz lives for what you ase doing.®

For many, st u Marinas—nor Jackise—who
is the ultimnare wrapic heeaine of the
Kennedy mory. Alsthough her teimony
apsinag hey slain husharid wat ued by the
Warsen Commission 1o paing their pictase

of Ovwald 21 8 lone Marsise loony with a
grudge ageinat the president, ssusinolo-
it generally contend e she way manip-
ulsted 10 say the things she said, out of fear
for her family back in Minsk. Additionally,
her unele was reputedly 3 membee of the
Sovier intellipence communiry, sdding 1o
Marira’s curious sur of fatal misferune.

“Yes, | want 1o get on with my lile,” she
tays, slowly, “But some things should not
be swepe under the rug "

With that, Marina uts down and Mary
Ferrel! rerumes her speech, which it an
emotional and deeply felt defense of the
Late Jim Gantson (1 think hissory will sreat
him rather kindly”) and of the conspiracy
theotiss 3t Laige ("They call us nun.
Kooks, Mofitcers. Chadlaram. And all of
the sbave”). She gews 3 fude choked up st
the end when she anmounces thar “if this is
really the land of the free and the home of
the brave, we bever damn well prove it
now!™ |

Bust al| eyes are nn Matina, and when the
panel tweaks up and moves inio the lobby,
she i quickly surtounded, Moee 30 than
almou snyone alive, Manna repuesens the
truth, One way or another, she dnewa. She
was there—seally therr, deeper than sny
roadside witness, And even il she was hiack-
mailed into silence aboo: what and who her
husband did and dids’t know, maybe if you
can just gee clie enough, you can draw the
truth out of her by sheer desperate force of
will

“Mariaa! Did you rake the pieares! DID
YOU TAKE THE PICTURES”

The pictures, the backyand photos of
Owrwaid poting with a rilie, a covnlver, 3nd
copies of The Milisent and The Worker,
long bave been criticiaed as fakes, pasted-
together stunt devited o indics Orwesld in
the nunds of the nation. Some prople here
have kased their whole research, their theo-
ties, theit fiveron the amumpiion that these
picsuers aie hoszed. And Maring wis nip-
posed 10 have 1aken the pictares,

“DID YOU TAKE THE PICTURES"™

A nuniber of prople are shouting a1 her
now. Gary Shaw hanpy over lier and asks
Tveryons (e please pive her some room
Maring sap somncdhing, but only those
seanding, tight next 16 her can mike it ous,

“Wha: did ihe say? Whan dod she say?”

A ripple of mutieced communication
pasies thiough the bayers of the crowd.

“She bays she ook the picnsres.”

1 Iy thete is 3 shudder of
theorizing 10 aceount for thia

“She s3id she ok # picture’™

“She s implying that it was pan of the
setup!’

“Thefact that the photos are real docsn’s
ment in;-thm;' Ilbe was being set up as s
patsy, he might have been snderd 1o pose
for the picrares!™

Somstime in the mids of ail this, Masina
Oswald alips away,

4
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Blevan Fostler

his i the kind of stmasphere
thas dominates this conference.
These ace over 400 people hese
who have bur one thing in
common—a diiving need 10
make sense of the Kennedy
assasination. They speak in code, 3 frenenic
shorthand of scronyms and idisans and
sechnical non sequituss, The secrer jargon
of theit vocation. And they speak it with an
wrgency and an intensity that | have never
experienced before,

Few of them acn Hly are trained in the
ficlds in which the  specialize. There me
pethaps a handful oF physicians wricing or
researching the megical evidener, and even
fewer ballistics exps rts analyring the scal-
loping of the scalp lagmenu or the alight
distortion at the Lace of the famous Magic
Bullet. They are int:ead businessmen,
schoolieathen, muciang, baseball-cand
dealens, and plumb ts. There's 3 consides-
able smastering of | wyens and a fow jour-
nalist. They'te ma: dy white 3nd mosly

men A precious Fow have parlaped their
quest for the truth into a profitable career,
and they are here oo, Most walk of their diy
jobs, theiz families, their other lives only as
they eelate to the assausination. There i
nothing clie. They talk and talk of the
death of John E Kennedy, absessively, end-
lessly, selieving che terrible shared burden of
their knowledpe. Some all it nerworking,
but that i seally 2 100 cool and effete word
forir

Later in the morning, there is the pane] of
witnesses, Beverly Ofiver ia there, charming’
and funay sod 3 bit more sbdued as she 7
relates her rale of mecting Lee Orwald in
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neBelievers

Jack Raby's chib. She want impeessed.

*[Orrwaldd] saied char he was CLA, byt |
war wvenieen years old and didn't know
what the CIA was,” she trposs, *1 il
dont.”

This gees 3 big baugh

Ofcer Jim Leavelle of the Dallas Police
Deparement (DPD] is hese, 100, facinga
sonsswhat hosiide audience. The DI'D
rporedly quentionsd Oswald for 12 hours
when he was brought in, yet no one seemed
10 have thought so take some noter.
Leavelle says the accused didny say any.
thing worth writing down,

There it an incredulous murmur.

"As God i your witnens,” 3 ponynailed
mar with a tenifying Brooklyn accemt wayt
angily, standing ap, “Do you know more
thar you're selling®™

Lravelle is mnflappable, in that Laconic
Texar lawmnan way: “Kinds hinin’ below the
bele, sren’t you?™

In e afiernoon there in the panel of
me< il expery, induding David Lifion
and D, Clinbes Crenshaw, the doctor who
tiza ] Kennedy Crenshaw calls that afrer
w03 at Parkland Hoapisal “the most horsi-
ble caverience ol my Life.” The president’s
head was so fatslly mangled that theee was
very linde the doctors eould do for hins. Jusn
before she La cives of the Roman Carhokc
Chuech werr given, Crentlisw sayy, a thik-
en Jaciie Kennedy kissed her butband on
his by eoe.

Theer are auopry pictores projected up
on 1 lig screen. Blood and brains and skl
feag went everywhiere. The wor is the one
called “the Suare of Deah” picture
Eennedy lying faccup-on the purney, a
oagped tacheotomy bole in his doat, eyer
fixed npen, his lips pulied sway in 2 sors of
mysenious da Vinel amile.

Then there it much tlk of the extenal
occipiial protuberance, the lirdle hump s
the frack of the head that supposedly
marxed the sise of the presidents gaping
it hole, the one that none of the pictures
show but that De. Creniliaw sweats be sawe
When the dicror explaing where it i, cvesy-
one in the rom seaches back 2nd briefly
fonaes their own external occipiial protu.
besanie,

Li % takes the microphone nexs. He
looks wmething like Peter Boyle in Yeung
Franbrtein, especially when raving shout
the anll-misting presidential brain, When
Lifvar, gres excited, his enormons forchead
rurrs pink and seemu o thrib with urpency

“Yo.u woulde't do s trscheotomy on s
man with oo brain!™ he shaun.

Liftan reappean later in the afiernnon at
the wackshop on the Zapruder filim, the all-
important shied of B mm filen that i sill
the sext view of whar seally happened. The
Z-filen, aa it is called, s peobably the most
popalas subject of srudy. and the smalier
conferente room in which the workshop i
beirg held i packed.

“Shoulda known anylime you show the
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NOMATTER WHATSPEED THE,
ZAPRUDER FILMIS SHC WN IT
ATWAYS ENDS THE SAM f: JACKIE
STARES INTO HER HUSHAND'S
FACE AND HIS HEAD EXPLODES,

Zfilm you're gonna need more room,” one
sranding-room-only neighber commenta
banerly.

Bt before the film is shown. Likkon holds
forth for what scema like an etesnity, remi.
niscing about his meeting with the much-
despised Dan Rather ("It was like salking 10
3 fivepear-old”) and dezailing his various
efforts to get 3 qualiry third-peacration
print of the film for researchess o study,

{The family of A usham Zaprudes, the Dal.
lax businessaan ho shor the foouge, sill
reserves all righe o the film and apparendy
has made a dece it living off che thing.)
Harry Livingstor ¢, who has 3 seat up froms
but it not 3 wo | hop leader like Liftan, sins
and stews quier)

Then, at last, i 2 show time. They have a
fancy compuier<nhanced laser-disc copy of
the Z-film, the 1ame one used in a recent

Harrison Livingsione

episade of the PBS serics Nows, and it ks a
sight 10 behold. Again and again the
foosage rolls by, with the limo slowly nego-
siating the fatsd turn from Housron Serees
onto Elm, and the brightly dreused onlook-
e waving: The camers Jitters 3 bit, and
Keanedy stops waving back. This, many,
believe, is the fimz shot, the mis, the ore
that srikes a curb and lightly wounds 2
man named James Tague with 2 shard of
conceete, Then the car disappears behied
the back of the Siemmons Freeway aign.,
When ik reappeans, swinging dowly past’
Abrsham Zapruders perch ncar the Grauy
Knoll, chings get complicaeed, Kennedy
suddenly grips his nech with both handa,
obviously hiz, Jackie, in her soon-to-be -
unforgeteable pink bhat, curns and leans
toward him; Texas Governor John Connal-
ly. still bolding his Stewon, looks bade. The
car crawls along at 10 miles per bour. [
To the edocated Z-Flm student, & thou-
sand mote things are happening—brake’
Lights flathing: onlooken giving each other
secret signaly; the car's driver, Cline Hill,
maybe taking both hands off the wheel 10
gt in a few shon of bis Swn, (This is & fir-
Iy controvessial theory, 10 sy the leat, but
it hat i adherennn) To 3 room full of Z-

FHOTOGRAPH BY CRAIC DANIELS




film sudenss, there seem to be 3 million
things happening, a million things to shout
out and demand everyone look st 2 bit
mare closely. We're somewhere around
frame 237.
According w0 the Warren Commuasinn,
nothing i happening tight now. The thied
shat, the one that akes Kennedys head
apan and theews him hack inte his acat,
won't be coming along undil frame 313,
The indomitalde second shot, the ane that
strikes Kennedy square in the back and
somehow exits through his peck, is now
making it way in and out of Connally’s
body, hiaing him in the back. exiting near
anipple, then shanering his wrise, and
finally lodging in his thigh, @uting a toal
of seven scparate wounds The bullet s kater
found, nearly intact. an 3 strercher (not
Cannallys) at Paridand Hospical, Thisis
the so-called Magic Bulles Theory, or Single
Bullet Theory, and it s considered a sheer
wrogant fiction, the most breathiakingly
unlikely of all the Warren Commissions
myriad unlikelihoods. There just have to be
more shoes in hete somewhere.

“Watch hin wrat! Waich his wrin!®

The closcup v on Connally; supposediy,
he alrrady has been struck in the wrist But
he s atill elinging to his Seenon.

" “Look at his cheeks puffl up! Look!™

Has the governor been struck bere? Are
har cheeks pulfed out? At this magnifica-
tion, and at this dead slow frame-by-
painanaking frame speed, the Zapruder film
resembles some shifiing expresionian col-
oncape. But everyone here, many of whom

-

. MMWM!MM“

jpreased up sgainat the big-screen TV at the

- front of the room, seems to be able to draw

meaning from the blurred patteens. Richard
Goad, » gray-haited genteman from Whic-
tiet, California, thinks he @n sex when
Conzally was shot, and he wanus everyone
10 know,

“Warch him turn! Watch him tura!
Winch him run! Wasch him num! Waich

Jim Garrison finally wreated it froen che
government 10 show at the Clay Shaw grial
in 1969, It wasr't showsn on relevision wntil
1575. Many esitica, such a Harry Living-
store, claim that this would have given
conpiraton more than ample tisne to screw
with the evidence black out incriminating
detaily; edit sedect frames w0 alier the riming
of make it appear that the car never came
10 3 full stop (a8 some witneases said that it

him .." Goad’s voice rises with each repeti- did). move the wounds around to further
sion. Slewly. liy, the go found the plucky researchens. The head
turms, shot iuell—the heart-srapping pink blas of
“Look at that'™ Goad shoun wiuvmphant- b!nodmdbnmlhrmmmx

Iy. "Look! He'tin agony!™

There are mutters of disagreement. The
governor faces forwand again,

Inevitably, no matter what speed the film
it shown or how tight the closeup, it slways
ends the same way. The big Lincoln drifs
10 the bottom of the frame, Jackic smra
into hes hawshand’s pained face, and his
head explodes. In doseup you slmeaat seem
w0 see the first flecks of middle-aged geay in
JFKs haie, the look in the fiam lady's epes.
But everynne here probably has seen this
hundeeds or thoutsnds of times. The shock
long since has worn off, It's just another
document, a few hundred frames of dubl-
ous evidence, # pattern of colars and shapes
sendered abstract, A man i having his
braing blown onto his wifs bsp, again and
sgain and again. But no onc in thit reom i
sexing it anymore.

Hardly any civilians had seen the Zaprud-
e film in i grucsome entisery wneil DA

book hotriblz 10 h 1

anrwen, with 1 touch of combative pride.
He's serious,

Now, in the intcrest of fait play, & numbe:
of Wasren Commission supportens have
been invited 10 ASK this yeae. They even
invited Azlen Specrer, the oily Pennsybvana
serator of Hill/Thomas Heasings fame whe
served 22 enunsel to the Warren Commis-
sian back when he was just an oily young
lawyer. (He single-handedly came up with
the Single Buller Theory, among other
things.) Specter declined 1o attend. Howev.
ez, Jim Moore. 3 conspiracy theorisi-rumned
Warren-supporter who wrote 2 book called
Conspirasy of Oy, beaved the fides of pub-

P

ly—might just be some iricky snimation,

“Wait a minute,” &y Hank Sienzant,
from New Jemsey. He's not buying any of
thit, Livinguone has been densiling some of
his opinions on the posible Z-film tmper.
ing, and Sieazant) not willing to believe
that the conspi could have enlisted
the aid of all those photographic rechni-
cians and ani natars back in "6 and noc
had semeens come forward and wpill the
beans in the lax 29 yran,

"All those [=ople in the conspincy...,
Doant it ge1 & linde unwicldy! he asla,

"Not if you will ‘em,” Livingsione replies
marter-of-fac ly. “Tesas is larered with bod-
i

At this poirs, semebody notices that
Sientant veems 10 have been questioning o
lot of things here.

"Who do yeu think was involved?” 2
woice asks,

“T'm pro-Warren C ixion,” Si

lic opinion and appeared on 2 panel ar last
year's conference. He also declined 1o show
up this yeat.

But Sienzant just has admitted du.l bei
pro-Warsen Commimion. And he's paid the
$125 registration fee. plus hotel, airfare, o1
etera, just 1o spend theee days with 400
people who have devotad big chunks of
thet lives to praving people such as him
wrong. And those who have been hanging
stound Sienzant know that he know his
sull, conspiracy wise, He can hold K own
in any eompany, whether they're malling
CIA iona, Z-filn Frame numben, o
shull Fagmenn. Mind-boggling |
“You belicve the Single Bullet Theory?”
someone jeers, "Ha! And the Eanth s
round!™ *
Orhers just seem confused,

“Why did you spend all this time? Why
are you hese?”

Make Your Holiday |=
.. Parties Move!

Toke your holiday parties dancing ocross The Inner Harbor aboard
lhe newost, most specioculor harbor cruise ship in Bolimorel Join
us for & dazzling lunch or dinner cruise thot includes festive dining

andhchdehdeenlerh-rwmm ofl for one price. Or bring o party of 20
to 550 and enjoy group roles ond lots of holidoy options. We're right next 1o the

5 shmp.'ii:mmmdmulklb
you people,” he sy,

;; Rusty Scupper Restovront. Make your move and call loday!

POVIDUALS: 523-7 447
GROUPS, 20 DR MORE: 752-7 447
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- meBelievers

Fot a bricl monsens, the rablle gadhered
arcunil the screen i alensst quier, They're
thinking that user. Silendly, John E
Kennedys hiesd blows up again

1 six o'clock, the crowd from
the Z-Film workahop slowly,
seluctantly pulls away and
beads off 1o find some dinnes.
Lilton and Livingtane linger,
both surmunded hy sepataie
orbiral clasets of people hurding yet more
queations and comments back and forth,
When Livinpnone sies 1o pull out and
make his way down the hall, a doren or 30
cager astadinologisn dog him all the way,
*Do 3ou believe thete war anynae on the
sixth Moo a1 al?”
“How do you actount for the switched
collin shat Paul O'Connor tatifial 1o!”
“ls Lifion lying?®
Livingranne pauses repestedly 1o addren
some question, and the whole assembly
stopa and noasily clots up the narow Iull-
way. I'ev tiying 10 ask him sbout the docu-
ment thar he has been handing m everyone
today, # Xerox copy of & handwiuren mani-
festo of sorts. Last night at the Hyaut bas,
afier § lvid wurned in, Livingsrone had been
busy. |
The paper, signed by Harrison E. Living.
ttane, announces the farmation of sopae-
thing calied *The Ausciarion of Asanina.
tion Researchens.” They will meet "this time
neat year in Wahington, D.C., where our
woltes €23 be heard,” it says. "There will be
no further reporting from Dallas®
Appatenly, this manifesto it the reault of
Livingstone’s vow to abake things up.
“In vien of the masive smounn of hoases, misrep-
resenisinn and frased i o uld, we will soternpe
10 sonual & discipling such behavior ..., Meaiag
=il me b ger be conducird wlong suthotitsinn
liner @1 vy commarcial mrpenions fealing un e
Well moe! in basrshes [wie] if mevessary, Pee had bt
Foles ®
He goos ot 1o tay, *1 have been criminally
asaauh=d by the managees, and repeatadly
theeatensd with ares.”
The st.nouncemenr, which alio has been
posted o4 the big bulletia boaid in the ball-

he duck beforr the first shot? He sure a3 hell
didn't drop hie cull link™

“Well, maybe T'm just the world's most
parsnoad guy, but why does 2"

The ressaumant i full of this banser, &
casual, low-level hum of frieadly corapincy
chat. I¢’s 2 mose-social, less-intense varia-
tion on the ficree debares that ratele the
halls afer the workahops. Or maybe it i
just the calming influence of Kit Walion,
the friendly and bleasedly sofi-spoken mom
who has managed to pass her JFK fascina-
tion on 10 her 21-year-nld daugheer Peggy,
now a college juniot. Tegpy’s having 3 preat
time 30 far, despite being one of the very
few women here, 3nd one of the oen fower
who ia under 30. Bat the incularity of the

Il ing Hyant i getting
1o ber 2 bir.
*I'haven't been out of the fucking horel

yer,” she camplaina. "And I've never been to
Tenas before™

Her mother’s stary & 2 Familiar ane. She
says she was “an idealisric collepe srudent™

toom, his caused 3 bit of 3 buzs among the when Kennedy wai cut down, left shaken
ASK-gens thraughout the day: Lisingancs and demonlized by the sppareat meaning.
up k2 nrevething. loness of the suauinaion, But whea she

But sipht now, Livingmone is tired and
hungry and 3 linle dishrecled altera long
day of Jefending his work and angling
with the extablishment. He heads for ane of
the Hyan's thiee pricey restauranis, garhes-
ing up 2 small table’s worth of fellow con-
veationeen along the way. Included are
Ron Schiaster, an amiable, well-dresied
businesiman from Misouri, and Kit and
Pegzy Wikion, a formidable maother-daugh-
rer rescarch seam from Gainesville, Florida.
They all just met today, but these sresngen
aie pever at a loss for things to talk about.

® o they zay that the Umbirells Man s a
CIA plare ..*

* o 83 if Johnson wasn's in oa it, why did

18 NOVEMBER 20,1992-CITY FAFER

picked up Jotizh Thompson's early Whrren
Comminion critinue, Sis Secand: in Dalle,
a few yran later, "ut was like 2 revelation.™

Somehow Kt anatilled this imio Meggy,
who admits that “moit people [my age]
don’r give & shiv. And they never will.*
Though she is enthusiasric abour the con-
Ference s far, she is s lintle pur off by the

le-daminsted rescarch ip—all
the macho posturing snd teacostcrone-
Fueled infighting,

“Unless all these middle-aged male
researchen do something to intpire the
youth, their cuse i dead,” she warns,

Ron Schuster scema to hold out linde

hope for the genera ion boen afier 1963
amyway. It s woo lat. for them,

*You can’t expect < hem to tare as much as
we do,” Schuster 23 3. “They don't brieg
the same wrgency. Thwy dan't bave the same
dreams.”

i 7

oy eonvention,” as Kit Walion jokingly had
teferred to the symposium a linle carlier in
the meal. This is 2 frsud, 3 deadly seriows
campaign of misinformarion designed to
keep the sruth botdled up forever, and he
has places 1o go. | sk him about these
handwri he has been

Harry Livingunns has been uncl
istically quiet throushow dinner, concen-
teating fairly intentd  on deconitructing his
Texas-size mesquit 2grilled rib oye. But now
he loaks up finm Liy steak.

"My God, 10 be 3. ung 1oday would be
tervifying,” he offer. “Alfraid 1o screw,
afnaid to et maked,

Teggy titters 2 bit wit then rises 1o defend
her generation, “We grew up with corrup.
tion in the government,” she sayr. “So ture
we don't have the & me dreama... But i
not like we all just sbry video games and ger
high”

Schuater thinks « at doesn't really sound
all thar bad. Unlis: many bese, he doosa’t
quite fir the mold | I the idealistic Kennedy
generation. ~l votal for Nixon,” he admics,

Schusier abie ma atsins that, although the
arrendees here will rote overwhelmingly
apsinst Georpe Bush in two weeks, conspir-
acy theories don't necessarily fallow parry
lines. Bush, who « 3 sppainted to bead the
CIA by ex-Watren Cnmmiuion miember
Gerald Ford in 197 <, s widely asumed 10
be an enemy of 1l ¢ ruth, 2 faithful compa-
ny man who is aidl g the cover-up (even il
he dido't acrively p ticipate in it). But
thvere are still Repul ficans here, Like Schus-
1et, for insmance, wiu has 3 typicslly Repub-
lican take on the ssrassination.

*1 dént mind if politicians all Lill each
other of}" he tays, grumbliog. “But they're
duoing it with my taz money”

A, hile, Harr Living gulp
down coffee and propares 1o retum to the
fray. This isnt some high-spirited “conspica-

A

n
diasributing, wich their claims of “eriminal
FETET

“Oh, you mean the fight last night”

*You got in a figha*®

But he's vague, evasive. Or maybe just
tired of talking.

“Yeah, yesh, There's gonna be lavuin*

“What sbout this Amocistion of Astaui-
nation Researchers thing”®

“Yeah, well, I'm not much of an oganiz-
et. I'm too busy for thar slf”

“Ir's going to be in Washingeoa, though?
You're not coming back here nexr year?™

“¥eah, This Is rigged,” he nays, poatusing
around the van cchoing courtyard atrium
of the Hyan at the ciry lights oucside the
glass. “The whole thing is rigged. Dallas
has always been rigged. W3 part of the
cover-up.”

He gets up ta go, but First Peggy wants an
sutograph in ber copy of High Trrasen And
3 photograph, She pulls our 4 camera and
sims 3t 2 prinning Livinpsone. “Say son-
spirary.”

Click.

he New Yotk Knicks are here.
1spoured 3 fow of the playens
riding up the prest glas clevs-
o earlier in the afterncon.
No one seemed 1o know il
these tall, well-dressed black
men were supposed 1o be famous of not.
Buot now, this evening, | run into Jo Rac
DiMenno, ASK publicity coordinaror, and
she confirms that the Knicka, with their
Bambaoyant enach Par Riley, are indeed stap-



ing here a1 the Hyatt for their pre-sesson
shirmish with the Dallas Mavericks monight.

DiMenna says that she's o big Tat Riley
fan. 30 she gave all the Knicks an open invi-
tation to the mposium. None of them
showed wp, bair she just ran ino Riley on
his way aisr of the Sobby and repested the
offer. The seam, however, would be busy.

*We're gonns go sssasinate the Mavericks
wonight,” Riley said.

While DiMenno and [ char, Haery Liv.
inpitone appean again. Fle sinides up o us,

“You penple arc getring 2 lawauit,” he sy
10 DiMenno, and marches off again.

She calls shier him, in 3 son of third-

grade singrong, “Yeah, like T'm really
scared.”

Relations berween Living snd the
ASK otganirers scem 1o have broken dawn,
Aut DiMenno doran's sppear slarmed.
“Well, he's not gonna hit me.” she sayy
philesophically. “And I'm not gonna hiz
him.*

That's abous all anyone can hope foc s
this point. Easlier in the evening, Living-
stone confronied forenaic artiar Lois Gib-
son, 1 Houtton police artiar who believes
that she's poven the idensiny of the myseris
ous Three Tramps, the mio of nupiciously
well-groomed hobot removed from a
frevght trawn mopped next 1o Dealey PMazs
and srvested by Dallus Police soon afier the
mﬁ}u:mmd‘mm-mpho-
In;rxphdbrllnﬂlntmﬁmphwu

4 marched them scrom the plasa, but
:huruuaydimnmdnﬁh:mdtm

Some rescarchen claim that one of the
erarnps was Watergate busglar and palp spy
movel suthoe E. Howsrd Hunt; athers have
been variowly ideatified a ClA operatives,
mab hit men, and—occasicnallp—acrual
bums.

For her pare, Gibson makes the case that
the @allest tramp is Charles Harrehion, a
convicied hit man presently doing hasd
tume for the munder of o judge. At one
poine, Harrehon dasimed that, sure, bhe
killed JFE, but he since has recanred. Ing-
denually, Harrelson b alao the father of

“ out around the lobby or set up shop in the

bac. Marins Orwald was here for » time car-
lier; she mat ealmly on s couch in the lobby
while 20 or 30 othen clustered quiedy
uoundhuhn;m;mewyhumm

Thtx-mnp-mnu|h'bu;m& o et
a litele tense when the liquor starss flowing
and the theesies start Nying. Here st the
Hyan bac, the ASK. convention has it own
official mired drink—the Whoduait, acu-
ally just a Tequila Sunvise. Last year, the
official drink was the somewhat more imag-

ively named M. de ("Were there

Woody Hatrchion, the lovabile b ]

from TV's Cheern When Gilson displayed
 mug thot of the younger Charles Harrel
son, there was a gap of collective recogni-

nan.
“It's Woody!™ cveryone thought simults-

theee shots or four”), repostediy black in
colot.

Jo Rac Didenne and 1 decide 10 get the
hell out of this gargantuan hatel for 1 linde
while. On the way out, wr pass 3 group of
m-ho}m: stanioned themaelves, rather

lempxunc.bmw i d,
md-hmduﬁm:apmednpfuquw
tiona, he quickly sttacked Gitwon.

“Housion scemu to be in competition

with Dallas for number of hosses perperras-

ed on ua,” he narled.

Gibson, who gave an irreverent, crowd
pleasing presentation and has one of those
irresistible Texas accenus, sang back, "Well,
we're all jest strugglin’ for the truth, xie®

Livingsons was not charmed by this,

“Yezh, bullshie,” he naid into the micro-

phone, and et back down.
The reat of the presenation, the las of
the day, passed without Rarvher incident,

and mast conventioneers have now fanned

Iy, 3t the buse of the escalacor
fot cheir VERY IMPORTANT debase on
Officer Tippit, the Dallas Police officer that
Orwald may or may not have shot and
killed while on the lam after the amarina-
tion, Other guesn srep xmund them; they
wlk on, oblivious. It's almost midnight
The only place o get a drink in dewn.
town Dailas is calind the West End Dis-
trict—s fow blocky of quaint old warchous-
& renovated and turned into & son of shop-
ping/eating/drinking rourisr trap, No one
goes there excepe siron from the big
downtown hotel, and young, well-to-do,
eullege-age ruburlan kids, and on a Friday
right there are plenty of both. The more

bohemian Daflasites hang out in Deep
EDum, & sin-block serip of Elm Sereer
{hence the bastardized spelling) our beyond
the fteeway that used 10 be in the hears of
Dhllas’ black community, Now the swore-
fronn and tire shop and garages of Derp
Ellum have been tumed inio rock duts and
underground an galleries, and the black
community has been shunted off 10 the
mean streets of South Dallas.

In the West End, though, there's nothing
bt these big drinking o full of loud,
sharpdseased youths, Like LA, Dallas s
to de bat spend theis parent’ money oo
nice clothes and hair supplics. And on the
weekends they drive in from the suburban
deserns to cruise the West End in greasy
black low-rider minipickups while throwing
botiles of Lone Star in the sireers. There's 3
band playing terrible country-rock covera m1
the bar we're a1, 2nd someone just poured 3
Shiner Bock down my shire. But the beer is
cheaper than at the Hyan, and no one here,
s talking abaut John F Kennedy. 1 will
count my bleaings,

Dnﬂnmtheébu sccording to all the

was 2 seething pit of
uliss-right-wing huseed. On the day JFK |
was killed, there war a full page ad in the
Dallas Merning-Times ariacking him; earlies
in that week, the ciry was covered in mock
*Waniad® posten charging the president
with tresson, It was alwsys, and mill is, &
eonservative town, but with some curious
undenones. Dallas County had a seriows

Dr. Snyder can remove your tatloos safel_v with

an exclusive new laser.

Now you don't have o live with that palnfully
embarrassing Lattoo anymore. Because Dr.
Steven B. Snyder can salely remove It with the
new stale-ol-the-art Medlite laser, And unlike
other removal methods, this one doesn't leave a
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tatlon. So if you want to gel rid of that ugly old
tatloo, call (410) 356-0000 today for an
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puritanical sresk. Some parss, such as the
Ouk CHT area, where Lee Harvey Oswald
lived, wese detignared at dry: no baes, no
boore. But a mile awsy, down by the brack-
ih waters af the Trinlty River, there were
same of the rowdiest sunp shacks and
mtacest cowbuy dives known to Western
man. And of course there were alio the
tighet-class downtown strip clubs—such as
Jack Ruby's ewn Carousel Club, where
members of the local palice department
mingled with mob figures and, supposedly,
suth shadowy CIA operasives as David Fes-
tie and Lee Oswald. Even today Big D is
famouy, in cerain circles, for it asill-sleazy
sirip scesie, st such old wair-hores 2 the
Cabarct Royale and the Clucle.

Buz yous won't find them in the Hyau
guidiboole Which is probably just as well.
Dallzs docan't seem 10 have quire sered
into 3 fancy new dods yet. There i this
glaasy sheen of high-finanee elegance on the
shytine, but down on the steeers i aull
smiells like 3 cow rown. That may just he
From the honie-and-carriage rides that the
tourists can take along Howson Sueci, pass
Dealey Plaza, back 1o the hoel. Ot is may
juar be mie,

At Lane eall we forgo the cartiage and walk
back ¢ the Hyant, Dealey Plaza b more

-
impressive, moze niysteriow, in the middie
of the night. Thete's no eraflic rosing
around i1, and the fake newspaper vendons
have gone home. But there are sl people
wandering in the darknens on the Grassy
Kaoll, picking sheir way through the holes
in the old pickes fence as 2 big Treight tain
moani over the wiple underpass. At times
nuch at these, for 3 moment, the mythology
works,

The mythic aspecns of the Kennedy case
have nothing 1e do with this, the }

anuday morning, at prime car-
00 . tine, its back 10 the con-

woae’ conclusions are a3 conrroversial as

hurtmnslny,mdun&uhhmd!h

fereace rooma for anoth hing of an edgy Al

hous of walk about severed H;.gnl:umumnphut.Hehwmh

brainnerns and ballistia. This apologiting far his somewhas duheveled

s the medical-cvidence work- mienzal suate,
MZ”“%W“&'MM' “It's unlortunate that every time 1 come
Harrison Livingsione 1old me yrsterday out with sume new development 1 have 10

that, a1 fasz, he war going 10 be able to

speak here. He bad wheedied some time at
the end of this maming workshop, which
was oareniibly 1o be led by longtime medi-

et are quick 1o point out, They deal only
in hard evidence. All the facts are there; one
must only connect the dou in the righs pat-
teene. But the case is greaves than the mere
sum of all the millions of pages of docu-
mentation and billinns of houn of research.
Ilnuynbdfnfdhlnluluryxhd
h le about out gos

ﬂmrwmu.mﬂ—coumnmgmnhdo-
o so vivid and muhifacered it scema afive.
And here, on the very earth and asphale
where whatever happened happened, one
might eaily become one of thase who has
given over hinfher life 1o understand it
Und, d this, the conspiracy dares, and
you understand everything, o cover-up is
100 vast and tearifying. No spennhmn it
100 paranoid. Nothing is impousible. Any-

Back in the hotel lobiby, in fionit of the
excalston, two good hours later, the debare
ragevon. No ene has moved.

el het Wailace Milam, These's 2 bag,
sprawling panel presentation en
Mafia/CIA/Cuban cunnections to the assas
sination going on at the same time, but it
will have in be skipped. Livinguane had
aid that this opporunity 10 speak wata
wicsory of some kind, though he was con-
cerned that the teial of the past few deys—
whatever they were, specifically—-had tken
2 lot ot of him.
'lwpﬂptmlkﬁouhddw:of
me, * he confessed the peevi
evening.

As the High T3 wen books show, Lising-
stone indeed has done an enormous
amount of work _=searching the medical

go theough this softening up,” he sap. pac-
ang back and forth along the conflerence
room. “It's almont 21 though someone i
aware of my rescarch...”

A few people exchange glances as this.;

“People arc being run by the conspiray,”
he continues. “This city is being run by the
conapiracy. We could have solved this case
yean ago if we could have cur through the
—

.
He reiterates his distrus of the ASK orga-
ninees, rails againg “this authoritarian fas-
cist state,” and complaing about the phe-
nomenon of what he calls “profensional wis.
nn.u—mmyuf—hmmlunzuth:
ling their testimany to the
h»fhm bidder and irreparably mn:hnl up
lh!ﬂn: Along, the way, he gets around o
g his rch and his conclunons

evidence, obuin’ g key testimony from
Dallas witnesses nd Bethesda autopsist
alike, and Milam acknowledges this as he
panses the baton #ver to Livingizane shout
30 minutes intn the workshop. But Living-

ﬂmlbnnmmﬁmmmdl rays have
been doctored.

Bur the natives ate geeting eestlens, Lin-
ingitane isnl just saying a few words, hels
taking ower. Milam, the workshap leades,
has long singe left the room, and Living-
stone’s mannet is rubbing some people the
wrong way,

“They maid he could speak.” 2 man in
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Tront of me whirpers 1o his nn'hbot “They
didn't 13y he eould ke over.”

Az one point 3 man stands wp and adks,
"How many people would like 10 hear
snorher speaker!” Applause fills the mom.

But Livinguone presses on, beave or
oblivious, A few people walk sur. Among
them is Paul O'Cannor, an ex-Navy wechni-
cian who taw the president’s body arive in
Bethesds from Dallas, O'Connor's sessimo-
ny that the casket he saw in Bethesda was
clearly not the one phowngraphed going up
the ramp of Air Foree One in Dallas is the
backbone of many a eanspiracy theory,
including David Lifions body-tampering
theory. But it conflices with Livingsione’s.
As so0n 33 O'Connor walks out, someont is
dispatched 1o ferch him again, and he
terurns to the room.

*Wias it the same caket?” he is asked.

“Absotutely not.” O'Connor srates
emphatically, viiibly peeved

Bat Livingwone says it war, It has to be
for his theory 10 work, This it what they
want 4o see! Banling expern! The crowd
woells blood.

*Lzt's ges Lifion In here!™ someane sug-
gon.

Bt even betser, Livingutone's ersrwhile
eollsborator Robers Groden has marerial-
ized 21 the rear of the 1oam and is scowling
at ibe proceedings. A couple of the young
South By Southwess people have appeared
as well, and they are poised nervously by
the doar. The wodkahop ia going over ins
scheduled time. And ity gering uply.

-

Lt

" Somecone asks Lrnnplum when he
believes the Zapruder film was 1ampered
with, Almost before be can seply, someone
sranding next 1o Groden raises hin voice,

“Juit 30 everyone knows,” he 1ap rather
loudly. *The Zapeuder Rl wasm'c tam-
peted with, He wouldns know an f-nop
from a bias s10p.®

Tense moment. Could be violence,

*Well, everybody's entitled 1o theis opin-
ion,” Livingstone mutters. Another que-
tion, this onc from Hank Sientant, she
Warren Commision apologit. He wanu 1o

know why these conspiraton would take
the time and trouble 1o Gamper 30 painseake
ingly with the Zapruder film, when 50
many other valushle things have been
learned from it. Why wouldnr they just
destroy ie?

“Well, the name of the game here i what
we call de-objecrifying the evidence,” Lir-
ingaone says. “Which is what Groden
doer—"

He gens no farther than thar.

*FUCK YOUR ASS! YOU PHONEYY"
Groden shouts. Suddenly, ith rumble time
on the ichoal playground. A couple of Gro-
den's reszinees apting up 10 revtrsin hirs in

/hn violence crupt.

"Hey hey bey! There's no need for that!™

“Lighten up! Lighten up!®

“Come on, Bob. You owe the man an

apalogy.”

Groden allows nimaell 1o be restrained.

*I'm sorzy,” e sap. "] ean’ sit heee and
listen to th.®

Adding 1o the chaos, onc of the long-aufs
fering South By Southwest s2affes jumps
into the fray and announces that they have
1o clear the room. The newt workshop &
coming in, but everyone is welcome 1o con-
tinue this out in the hall

*Oh shut up,” 2 woman sneert into his
face. “Yoa're just seaff ~ She pronounces the
fasr word a1 i it's 2 particularly vile and
unipezkable eurse.

But amid much eye-rolling and nervous
Laughter, the toom srarts to clear out. Bob
Groden continues busily apologiring for his
outburst 1o anyone who will uill listen to
him.

*For giving him any degree of credibiliny
through the yean.” he nays, *1 apologize.

Everyone ina little giddy, » linle drunk
from the mean fittle specacle thar just
Rared up here. The guy sining next to me
chuckies a bie.

“Well, 1 liked Livingatone’s books,” he
sayx. “But he's o/, authole.”

srry Livingstone flies back o
Baltimore later that Saturday,
having made good on his
promise 1o shake things up.
Bu what's the point? This
wai like an academic confer-
ence of angry colizhead professors, The

infighting. The back stabbing, The vindic- |

tiveness. The ourright paranoid weirdness,
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The perty squabble I:m-eln big, danger-
oul egos. Everyone seemed to have some-
thing terrible to sy (ofT the record, uwnually)
about one of their colleagues. David Liften
was 3 “pampous jerk” who refused to share
in{ormatien. Bob Grodm, sccording to one
of the arganzting panties, “u the smarmien
Iying son of 3 bitch in the wotld,” the kind
of guy who whined that his kids would go
hungry unless ASK ;mdfofhnurfanmd
hotel room for the sympeosium. And then
he showed up with an entourage and |
demanded an extra room for them too,

As far Haztison Livingstone, perhaps the
most controversial figure in sttendance?
Even afier his Sarunday departure, he can 3
long shadow over the remainder of the pro-
ceedings. with suthor and anonymous
conference-goen alike burring sbout hir
antic. Few doubred the man's sincerity, o1
his single-minded devotion to the cause.
But certain terms kept reappearing Self-
agrrendizing Perrecution complex. Pit bull
Ot in the words of a prychiatris who hap-
pened 1o be in antendance, Harry Living-
Aot was just “s man who lnd come loose
from his cognitive moorings.”

How do these people over axpect uu.ﬂd.
this case?

J\ndmd\e:nd.dndwrmmuu!

That's what Sreven Foster would like to
knew too. He runt something he calls the
Dealey Plaza Research Team, and unlike
maost of the people hunging around the
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neellevers .

ASK Magr in the main ballroom, he an't
hiere to sell anything. 'Well, maybe justa
few Teshires,

*“1 thoughs this was abour solving the
Crime of the Censury,” he sayr. "Not sell
ing books and videos and everprhing. .
Eveeybody's gor theit own book 1o acll and
wr're sonia lost the apirit of Seek the
Truth™

Faster cheerfully sdmins that the vaearch
community is full ol “(ragmentation and
bosiliry.” and he's not surprised that they
ase 30 ofien labeled a3 contpiracy nun,

“It ira bunch of nun,” he srgun, “We
bring that on ourschves,” He gonnes
around the baliroom full of people hx-hhs
then b de cotapitacy
and Magic Buller paperweighu,

“1 mean, walk around this mom jwith a
pross pas]and you'ts liksly to get biown
away by someane, Then s like, hey, you've
just eeinforced the idea that we'se kooks™

Faner would like 1o see 3 livide more
cooperatinn among the variess factians,
and an sckovowledgment that “this s an
ongeing nvettigation” and no one poron b
likely 3o brsk ic

"I gury: we'te just passionste,” hesays.
*But we're seally 1oo bury being offensive to
be passionate.
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Later in the aftesnoon | finally speak to
Gary Shaw, the embauied cruise director
trying 1o build soenc kind of construcuve
consenms and keep the ship afloat. Shaw
began the conference with a stem waming
shout interruptions and dissuptions, and
what the State of Texas had 1o ssy abour
them, from a legal sandpoine

*You will be arked ta lesve,” he had said.
“And il you dont, you will be escorted out”

Now | ak him aboar Harry Livingytone’s
repeated ascrtions that ASK was unfaicly
suthorinatian and had tried 1o silence him.

“Well, there's a srason we havent givea
him a fnmm. Shauuzy! quiedy. “And ‘hn
wa1 exp ically this
b adds, referring so the dusiup 3t the med:
ical workshop.

“Remember, this was a guy who called w
and demanded 10 be the keynote speakes ™

The ASK organizen also mention this—
that Livinpitone mercly was acting out his
grudge againat ASK for theie refusal 1o let
him be the keynote speaker Burwas the
Dialias research communiry censoring him?
He did, after sl scll 3 whole hesp ef books,
Who elie was being locked oud?

Well, Shaw adinits, some people were not
invited to participate in ASK. Among them
was the truly ous-thene theoriss William
Coopes, who believer, among nany other
things, that Keanedy was shot by the imo
diiver and that she hit war arranged by dhe
lluminari, the mythical Bavarian sccrt
sociery that it notorious for haning

st
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Cathohies. Cooper also believes tha
Kemnedy was hilled because he was threas-
ening 1o reveal the truth about UFOs. Same
arly, Borar hlenninges, who pariu in his
book Fesal Frrer that a Secret Service man
shot the president by mistake, was ot
asked 1o make an appearance. Shaw it inter-
ested in getiing some poina of spreement
here, » firtn place 10 stand when they make
vheit caze 16 the poweri thar be,

And despite same high-profile scuffling
berwee: 3 few muajor anthor, he o optic
mistic that it can be dame.

“\We want 10 crexie 2 kense of vigenay,”
he ssys. “We can do 2 lot. The only thing
thas polisicisns bow 1o is public presue.”

Beverly Oliver, the Babuwhka Lady, wan-
ders up with an usgens question: “What
should 1 sing wnighs, Gary!”

She searus singing: “A good ma-a-a-n i
ha-a-z:d w0 Biond. "

Lusckily, Oliver it 2sfll in good voice.
Lates, there will be 3 bit of imaginarive re-
exeation hete on the laut sight of the con-
ference, The bafiroom i being turned into
2 loos= replics of Jack Ruby's old Carousel
Club, 3nd Deverly Oliver, ex-showgicd, &
going o sing,

“The biand, 2 bunch of Austin hipsien
called the Naughry Ones, are setting up
now, Oliver is chasting with the gosteed
Sead sieges, trying to work up 3 short set
lise

*D you know ‘SummertimeT™

.-

» night falls, the ssasinolo-
gists garher again. Thercsa
bigh school homesoming

dance in another pat of the

Hya, and Tezas teens in ghit-

rery formalwess mingle

wneamforuably with the ASK crowd. The
big loak for guys here in Dallas is Clint
Black: black rusedo with black Sietson.

The ASK: goens have dressed up a litde
100, Sorme of them bave tried swkwardly 1o
dunde themaclves up with suring ties and the
like. All the South By Southwest staffers are
-zuin;vinn;tﬁmdnddn;mn'uw-

fiede mervously at o acantily clad dancen
and the leesing coos 1. Peggy s peetending
10 be offended by a JL bt she's laughing,
a0d soon she gets wp and hits the dance
Noar herell

In the back these's 3 healthy line a1 the
bar and 1 ring of cuiovirysecken armund
the stag film, in whih 3 well-endowed
young blonde iy clam bering arund on
some tocks, nude. A young boy of sround
cight stands mnsfind in front of the
screen. Afies days of apgieg, along behind
his father snd listening 10 3 bunch of bor-
ing specches, ghis i ‘nicresting.

tain magic in the ait p “This film has been tampered with!™ one
'imuk:llc 2 smRhge guy prochi =1 ¢t ok those breasts have
wion har tsken place. Mo people are ssill been pasted ol

seated i their wiual rows of chain, saring
3t the wage, bur there's 2 cath har and 2 hig
TV at the hack of the room thowing same
circa-1960s siag films. And on the s3ge,
the Naughty Ones are bumping and grind-
ing, our 3 ser of loud, Runky lounge rock
They have rwo girls in black lingesie and
feather boas dancing through the crowd
and sitting on guys’ lapr. Most of the sodi-
ence it absolurely pearified,

*1 dos’t see what this has 1o do with John
£ Kennedy!™ one older man harrumphs 22
he stompu out, spparently unsware of the
irony.

Same people are gerting into i, though,
locsening wp afver & faitly vense fow dayr.
Kiz and Pepgy Wilton are hese, piggling 2

*}1 must be some kind of animation o
optical enhancemen:!” another offens,

Up near the sage, conventioneer Robert
Malleck ia poised with his 8 mm video
camen, walting for Beverly Oliver to make
her promised singing appearance. He & not
dissppointed

Aoand 9:30, the band announces that
thiey biave 3 xpecial quest. And Beverly Oliv-
er, key witness to < se Crime of the Century,
sakea the sage in = kintighs black
minidren, with fr g:.mdh‘unmlin;
*The Twise.” She 4 30 does the Twiaz, of
coune, not badly,

Robert Malleck 3 agog. Following the
action in hi view] ade, he is beside him-
sell
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*This u hilarious,” he sy “It's like
someihing nut of a Fellini movie.”
Penodically, Oliver leaps into the erowd

s0 snsich some tersified suasinologist and

rmake him do the Twist with her.

*Thia is the Runniest thing | have ever
scen,” Malicch sayz.

Meanwhile, o the ather side of the 1lid-
ing wall thar separates the hallroom, anoth-
er crowd has gatheted. Fren wath the once-
in-a-fetime specracle taking place next
door, they jus can’t drag themsclves sway
From the case, I's just 100 impasrant. There
are 36l s0 many questions to wk. And 30
Tistle time. A few dozen people crowd
arpund 3 buge book of sutopry pho-
vogeapha. Braing, jagged thsoat wounds,
blsck blood, Kennedy’s lifeless eycs. They're
all ealking at ance, 3l trying to flip the pic-
tutes at the same time. The crowd grows.
The thin shiding wall shudden to the muic
rumbling oves from the other side.

Come on baby lett do the Twind
Come on bap-beer. lets do the Tust!

Nobody lutens. Nobody in doing the

Twist. m

e
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