
C
hili rights battles 

A
m

ong th
e clip

s reen
n

stro
ctin

g
 

a p
o

rtio
n

 o
f th

e K
ennedy preaw

len• 
cy are sam

e depicting hie role in 
the civil rig

h
ts atrig

g
le. T

h
ese in

-
clu

d
e v

iv
id

 im
ag

es o
f p

o
lice d

o
g

s 
an

d
 fire h

o
ses b

ein
g
 tu

rn
ed

 o
n
 

black dem
onstrators. 

A
lthough K

ennedy backed the 
civ

il rig
h
ts m

o
v
em

en
t b

elated
ly

, 
an

d
 relu

ctan
tly

 at first, th
e film

s 
offer an im

age of him
 as a cham

pi-
on of the poor and oppressed. 

"H
e w

as a good m
an," said A

n-
drea P

ow
ers, a lb-year-old student 

frinn south T
exas w

ho cried as she 
w

atched the film
. "I w

ish he w
as 

still alive. A
 Int a! w

hat (P
resident! 

C
linton is doing now

 looks like he 
is just im

itating K
ennedy." 
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T
ics killing proved 

w
atershed in U

.S. life 
M

any today 
see K

ennedy as 
the 'last president 
people trusted' 
B

y V
incent J. S

ehodolski 
rascsuo 

D
A

L
L

A
S

 —
 W

hat is th
ere to

 
say.  about John F

itzgerald K
enne. 

dy that really could he new
? 

T
hirty years have panned since 

N
ov. 22, 1963, that dear A

utum
n 

day w
hen gunshots echoed off the 

brick w
ells of the buildings around 

beaky P
laza. 

'T
elevision new

s, w
hich cam

e of 
age w

ith its coverage of the asseasi-
nation, preserved the m

om
ent and 

A
ll the sights and sounds that fol-

lo
w

ed
, to

 h
e w

atch
ed

 o
v

er an
d

 
again. 

A
 library of books —

 there are 
T

iO
6 titles on K

ennedy in the L
i-

brary- of C
ongress —

 have been 
p
ro

d
u
ced

 b
y
 ran

k
 am

ateu
rs an

d
 

ennepirary theorists and the likes 
of A

rthur S
chlesinger. T

lteodote 
S

o
ren

sen
 an

d
 o

th
er m

em
b
er, o

f 
K

ennedy's inner circle. 
T

o m
ark this year's anniversary, 

tw
o
-tim

e P
u
litzer P

rize w
in

n
er 

N
orm

an M
ailer w

ill w
eigh in w

ith a 
detailed account of the short tim

e 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald lived in M

insk, 
then part of the S

m
iet U

nion. 
H

undred! of conspiracy theory 
devotees gal bored in D

allas lest 

F
ar Igen, Mmt, 

P
resident John F

 K
ennedy posed 

at his desk in the 
 

w
eek to exam

ine the evidence yet 
again and clam

or for the release of 
stillsecret g

o
v

ern
m

en
t files th

at 
they are convinced w

ill reveal w
ho 

really killed K
ennedy. 

T
elevision has m

ade Its cuntri-
teitton w

ith varloua and assorted 
lifferingm

. including an A
B

C
 tw

o-
pew

ter called ".1.F
.K

.: R
eckless 

Y
o

u
th

" an
d

 L
arry

 K
in

g
 o

n
 T

N
T

 
asking celebrities w

here they w
ere 

w
hen K

ennedy died, built airing 
S

unday, and a sort of docudram
a 

hot w
eek about O

sw
ald's w

ife, M
a-

rina. 

S
o w

hat new
 is there to R

ay? 
M

aybe 27-year-old P
aul K

elvin 
has som

ething to offer. 
"H

e hall alw
ays represented a 

kind of divide betw
een that A

m
eri-

ca 
a
n
d
 th

is A
m

e
ric

a
," h

e
 sa

id
, 

stan
d

in
g

 b
en

eath
 
th

e U
tah

 fto
o
r 

w
in

d
o
w

 o
f th

e
 fo

rm
e
r T

e
x
a
s 

S
chad R

ook D
epository, the w

in-
dow

 from
 w

hich the W
arren C

orn-
m

enrinn said O
sw

eld fired. "It hoe 
alw

ay
a seem

ed
 to

 m
e th

at th
e 

country had a cohesiveness, a sense 
o

f p
u

rp
o

se an
d

 an
 id

en
tity

 th
at 

disappeared after K
ennedy." 

B
orn three years after K

enne-
dy's death, N

arvin 
is p

art o
f th

e 
new

 generation of A
m

ericana w
ith 

no conscious m
em

ory of his L
000 

days. A
lm

ost half of the A
m

ericana 
alive today are either too young to 
h
o
v
e th

eir o
w

n
 reco

llectio
n
, o

f 
K

ennedy or w
ere not yet born at 

the tim
e of the assa.ssinauon. 

"It m
ay

 so
u

n
d

 stran
g

e," said
 

N
arvin, a doctor w

ho is finishing 
his hospital residency, "but I have 
alw

aya been kind of jealous of alder 
people w

ho really rem
em

ber K
en-

nedy." 
P

erhaps it is nothing m
ore than 

the rosy glow
 of supposedly sim

pler 
tim

es. Y
et m

o
re th

an
 a scare o

f 
people under 35 w

ho w
ere inter-

view
ed outside the old book deposi-

tory portrayed the K
ennedy presi-

denry as a kind of national histori-
cal divide. 

"H
e w

as probably the last presi-
d
en

t p
eo

p
le tru

sted
," said

 A
n
n
e 

V
an

ek
 o

f M
ich

ig
an

, w
h
o
 w

as 2
  

y
ears o

ld
 w

h
en

 K
en

n
ed

y
 d

ied
. 

"P
eo

p
le still tru

sted
 p

resid
en

ts 
then." 

M
any of those interview

ed lik-
ened N

ov. 22, 1963, to the day the 
Jap

an
ese attacked P

earl H
arbor, a 

tim
e that brotight A

m
ericans to-

gether in n special w
ay. 

M
an

y
 so

u
l th

at th
ey

 reg
retted

 
n
o
t h

av
in

g
 sh

ared
 th

at u
n
ity

 o
f 

purpose, and m
ost believe such a 

national cohesiveness could not oc-
cur in contem

porary A
m

erica. 
"'T

he country w
ill never be the 

w
ay

 it w
as th

en
. I m

ean
 th

at 3
0
 

years ago w
e w

ere m
uch m

ore alike 
th

an
 w

e are to
d

ay
," said

 N
an

cy
 

L
avine, a 22-year-old legal secre-

tary in D
efine, 

"W
e are an diverse now

, from
 lei 

m
any countries. S

o m
any people 

have com
e ao recently that I don't 

think a national m
om

ent like the 
K

ennedy alisaliN
ittptiO

n w
ould have 

anything like the ..m
e im

pact. T
he . 

m
eaning w

anld be lost on so m
any 

now
." 

T
he old hook depository on the 

corner of H
ouston and E

lm
 street* 

now
 houses governm

ent offices, ex-
cent for the floor from

 w
hich the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission said the chute 
w

ere fired. 

W
hat O

sw
ald saw

 
T

h
at p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e b

u
ild

in
g

 h
as 

b
een

 co
n

v
erted

 in
to

 a K
en

n
ed

y
 

m
em

orial called T
he Sixth Floor. It 

is pert-m
useum

. part-photo gallery 
and w

holly a chilling w
alk through 

perhaps one of the m
oat infam

ous 
room

s in A
m

erican history. 
U

sing photographs, television 
footage and new

ly produced short 
film

s, T
h
e S

ix
th

 F
lo

o
r o

ffers a 
crash com

ae in K
ennedy from

 his 
days 

as a y
o
u
th

 to
 th

at d
ay

 In
 

D
allas 

A
 visitor can stand next to the 

com
er w

here O
sw

ald crouched and 
fired from

 behind e pile of book 
hoses shipped from

 C
hicago and 

look m
ot the w

indow
 and see w

hat 
he R

aw
 —

 the hairpin turn off of 
H

ouston S
treet onto E

lm
, the tri-

ple overpass, the granny knoll. 
T

he tree that deflected his first 
shot is there, taller by 30 years. 

A
n
d
 o

f c
o
u
rse

 th
e
re

 is th
e
 

chence. If one so desires, to w
atch 

again and again the fam
iliar hom

e 
m

ovie of the assassination shot by 
A

braham
 Z

sproder from
 the grassy 

knoll. 
T

he effect the m
em

orial has on 
thou, w

ith no m
em

ory of K
ennedy 

can be profound. 
"T

he speeches are still com
pel. 

ling. T
hey m

ake you feel hike you 
should go out and do som

ething, 
not just find • w

ay to m
ake m

on-
ey," said M

ark Fontaine, 30, a busi-
ness executive from

 A
ril/M

IA
 w

ho 
b
m

u
g
h
t his w

ife and tw
o children 

to via B
athos on the anniversary. 


