
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
*REMEMBERS 
The day President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was assassinated will 
never be forgotten by these two New Hampshire people. Indeed, 

how many of us can forget where we were and what we were 
doing when we heard the terrible news? Tomorrow The Union 

Leader will publish two full pages of your reminiscences. 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY Is slumped down in the backseat of his car after being shot Nov. 22, 1963. 
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I Sang in 	He Piloted 
Boys Choir The Plane 
By GARY J. BAKEWELL 
Manchester 

FEW SENTENCES 
could not suffice to tell 
the story of meeting 
President Kennedy the 
morning of Nov. 22, 
1963 and it's aftermath. 
Most people never 

knew or have forgotten that the 
President and Mrs. Kennedy spent 
the night of Nov. 21, 1963 at the 
Worth Hotel in Fort Worth, Texas. I 

LETTER, Page 18A 

By CAROL CARTER 
Sunday News Correspondent 

ENTER HARBOR -
Retired Air Force Col. 
Lewis C. Hanson will 
never forget the sad-
dest flight of his ca-
reer — flying the body 
of President John F. 

Kennedy from Dallas back to Wash-
ington, D.C. 

"So much happened on Nov. 22, 
1963. I often have difficulty keeping 

PILOT, Page 18A 

Who Killed JFK? Analysis and Graphics...Page 20A 

Where Were You? Letters to Dear Abby...Page 1F, FAMILY 

LETTER 	  
(Continued From 1A) 

will never forget, for the morning 
of Nov. 22, 1963, I was one of 26 
members of the Texas Boys Choir 
who sang two songs for the Presi-
dent, his wife and assembled dig-
nitaries at a breakfast in their 
honor in a ballroom of the Hotel 
Texas that fateful morning. 

One of the songs was "The 
Eyes of Texas Are Upon You" 
and the name of the other has 
long since escaped me in the tor-
rent of memories. 

Out of kindness and enthusi-
asm, as opposed to showmanship 
or politicking, the President left 
the podium afterwards and came 
to the stage to thank us personal-
ly. He took the time to shake 
each boy's hand and say some-
thing different to each one of us. 

Even at the age of nine and a 
half I knew this was something 
very extraordinary. I stumbled 
and stammered in awe of this 
great man to whom it seemed to 
me so very many people were 
obliging. I think I told him 
proudly that I was Catholic and 
he asked me what school I at-
tended, and told me to study 
hard. Within a couple of hours I 
was back with my classmates in 
fourth grade studying with a 
newfound zeal. After all, a great 
individual had personally de- 

creea u. 
All at once the door in back of 

our little isolated classroom flew 
open and there stood an older 
girl, an eighth grader I think, and 
she was sobbing and screaming, 
"They shot the President!" Class 
was over for the day. 

Having never been exposed to 
death, I was almost relieved to go 
home and find it was on televi-
sion. I remember thinking, "Oh, 
it's just like the cowboy shows. 
Its fake. Everything's really 
OK" 

I guess in the sixties, 9- and 10-
year olds weren't so familiar with 
death and shootings on the 
streets of our cities. 

Years later the city of Dallas 
tried to come to terms with it's 
collective shame and guilt. A me-
morial was to be dedicated to 
President Kennedy in Dealy Pla-
za. 

Now in my mid-teens, and al-
ready a staunch Republican, I 
was nevertheless drawn to watch 
the dedication ceremonies, a trib-
ute to a fallen hero, whose image 
and even administration was 
somehow already being tarnished 
by scandal and in some cases no 
more than innuendo. 

I remember it was an outdoor 
ceremony, but I can't remember 
who was there, or even what the 
weather was like. It seems I 
couldn't see through my tears. 

Rest in Peace Mr. President. 



1
8

A
 O

A
) 	

N
E

W
 H

A
M

P
S

H
IR

E
 S

U
N

D
A

" N
E

W
S

, M
a

n
ch

e
ste

r. N
.H

. —
 N

o
ve

m
b

e
r 2

1
. 1

9
9

3
 

Shocked Pilot T
hought It W

as B
ad D

ream
 

P
IL

O
T

 	
 

(C
ontinued F

rom
 1A

) 

th
e

 e
v
e

n
ts

 in
 th

e
ir p

ro
p

e
r o

rd
e

r," 
H

a
n
so

n
 to

ld
 B

o
sto

n
 G

lo
b
e
 re

p
o
rt-

e
r R

ich
a
rd

 W
. O

'D
o
n
n
e
ll six ye

a
rs 

a
fte

r K
e
n
n
e
d
y's a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. 

H
a
n
s
o
n
 —

 n
o
w

 a
 g

e
n
tle

m
a
n
 

fa
rm

e
r a

n
d

 s
e

le
c
tm

a
n

 in
 h

is
 n

a
-

tiv
e

 C
e

n
te

r H
a

rb
o

r —
 s

till tu
rn

s
 

to
 th

a
t five

-p
a

rt n
e

w
sp

a
p

e
r se

rie
s 

to
 h

e
lp

 h
im

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
e

 d
a

y
 a

n
 

a
s
s
a
s
s
in

's
 b

u
lle

t k
ille

d
 th

e
 P

re
s
i-

d
e

n
t. 

H
a
n
s
o
n
, k

n
o
w

n
 a

s
 "S

w
e
d
e
," 

w
a

s
 c

o
-p

ilo
t w

ith
 C

o
l. J

a
m

e
s
 

S
w

in
d

a
l w

h
e

n
 A

ir F
o

rc
e

 O
n

e
 fle

w
 

in
to

 D
a
lla

s
' L

o
v
e
 F

ie
ld

 w
ith

 th
e
 

P
re

s
id

e
n
tia

l p
a
rty

. 
K

e
n

n
e

d
y
 g

o
t a

 c
h

u
c
k
le

 fro
m

 
c
re

w
 m

e
m

b
e

rs
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 le

ft th
e

 
a

irc
ra

ft th
a

t d
a

y
. T

h
e

y
 e

a
c
h

 re
-

c
e

iv
e

d
 h

is
 th

a
n

k
s
 fo

r a
 s

a
fe

 rid
e

, 
th

e
n

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y
 m

a
d

e
 s

u
re

 h
is

 
c
lo

th
e
s
 w

e
re

 n
e
a
t b

e
fo

re
 e

x
itin

g
 

th
e

 p
la

n
e

. 
T

h
e

 c
re

w
 a

lw
a

y
s
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 fo

r 
K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 to

 p
e
rfo

rm
 a

 s
p
e
c
ia

l rit-
u
a
l. 
"A

s
 h

e
 w

a
s
 c

o
m

in
g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 

s
ta

irw
a

y
, h

e
'd

 a
lw

a
y
s
 p

u
t h

is
 

h
a
n
d
s
 in

 h
is

 s
u
it c

o
a
t p

o
c
k
e
ts

. It 
w

a
s
 a

 s
m

a
ll th

in
g

. b
u

t w
e

 a
lw

a
y
s
 

w
a

tch
e

d
 fo

r it, a
n

d
 w

e
 a

lw
a

ys g
o

t 
a

 k
ic

k
 o

u
t o

f it w
h

e
n

 th
e

 h
a

n
d

s
 

w
e
n
t in

to
 th

e
 p

o
c
k
e
ts

." 
T

h
e
 n

e
a
tly

 d
re

s
s
e
d
, s

m
ilin

g
  

K
e

n
n

e
d

y
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 in
to

 h
is

 p
o

c
k
-

e
ts

 fo
r th

e
 la

s
t tim

e
 th

a
t d

a
y
. 

H
o
u
rs la

te
r, h

e
 w

a
s g

u
n
n
e
d
 d

o
w

n
 

in
 a

 m
o

to
rc

a
d

e
 —

 a
n

 a
s
s
a

s
s
in

a
-

tio
n

 th
a

t s
tu

n
n

e
d

 th
e

 w
o

rld
. 

"T
h

a
t w

a
s
 th

e
 la

s
t tim

e
 I e

v
e

r 
s
a
w

 P
re

s
id

e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y
. H

e
 w

a
s
 

h
a

p
p

y
 a

n
d
 s

m
ilin

g
 th

a
t d

a
y
. H

e
 

s
e
e
m

e
d
 in

 a
 g

o
o
d
 m

o
o
d
 a

s
 h

e
 

d
ro

v
e
 a

w
a
y
 in

 th
a
t o

p
e
n
 c

a
r w

ith
 

h
is

 w
ife

 a
t h

is
 s

id
e

. W
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 

h
a

v
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t th

a
t in

 le
s
s
 th

a
n

 a
n

 
h

o
u

r h
e

'd
 b

e
 a

 d
e

a
d

 m
a

n
," H

a
n

-
so

n
 w

o
n
d
e
re

d
. 

H
a
n
s
o
n
 w

a
s
 v

is
itin

g
 h

is
 m

o
th

-
e

r-in
-la

w
 in

 D
a

lla
s
 w

h
e

n
 n

e
w

s
 o

f 
th

e
 a

s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
 c

a
m

e
 o

n
 th

e
 

te
le

visio
n
. H

e
 re

m
e
m

b
e
rs h

e
 w

a
s 

sh
o

cke
d
. 

."M
y
 m

in
d
 re

je
c
te

d
 th

e
 id

e
a
, a

s
 

th
o
u
g
h
 it w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
 k

in
d
 o

f b
a
d
 

d
re

a
m

." H
a
n
so

n
 sa

ys. 
H

e
 re

a
liz

e
d

 h
e

 h
a

d
 to

 g
e

t b
a

c
k
 

to
 L

o
v
e

 F
ie

ld
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

. H
e

 
ju

m
p

e
d

 in
 h

is
 c

a
r a

n
d

 h
it th

e
 a

c
-

c
e
le

ra
to

r, re
a
c
h
in

g
 s

p
e
e
d
s
 o

f 8
0
 

m
p
h
 a

s
 h

e
 ra

c
e
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 

stre
e
ts o

f D
a
lla

s. 
"I re

m
e

m
b

e
r h

o
w

 d
e

a
d

 th
e

 c
ity

 
s
e
e
m

e
d
. T

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 n
o
 c

a
rs

 o
n
 

th
e

 ro
a
d
. N

o
 p

e
o
p
le

 e
ith

e
r. It w

a
s 

lik
e
 th

e
 c

a
lm

 b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 s

to
rm

," 
h
e
 sa

ys. 
A

t th
e
 a

irp
o
rt, th

e
 s

o
m

b
e
r 

flig
h

t c
re

w
 a

w
a

ite
d

 in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 

im
d

a
te

s
 o

n
 th

e
 

ra
d
io

. T
h
e
y
 w

e
re

 o
n
 s

ta
n
d
b
y
 fo

r 
th

e
 P

re
s
id

e
n

t —
 o

n
ly

 th
is

 tim
e

 
th

e
y
 w

e
re

 o
n
 s

ta
n
d
b
y
 fo

r a
 n

e
w

 
P

re
s
id

e
n
t, H

a
n
s
o
n
 re

c
a
lls

 th
in

k
-

in
g
. 

E
ve

n
tu

a
lly, L

yn
d

o
n

 B
. Jo

h
n

so
n

 
b
o
a
rd

e
d
 th

e
 a

irc
ra

ft a
n
d
 to

o
k
 

c
o
m

m
a
n
d
. J

o
h
n
s
o
n
 w

a
s
 th

e
 p

ic
-

tu
re

 o
f ca

lm
n

e
ss, H

a
n

so
n

 re
m

e
m

-
b
e
rs, th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 se

e
m

e
d
 a

w
a
re

 h
e
 

w
a

s ta
kin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 m

o
st p

o
w

e
rfu

l, 
d
iffic

u
lt jo

b
 in

 th
e
 w

o
rld

. 

"I w
o
n
d
e
r h

o
w

 a
 le

s
s
e
r m

a
n
 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
h
a
v
e
d
 th

a
t a

fte
r-

n
o
o
n
. I k

n
o
w

 h
o
w

 L
y
n
d
o
n
 J

o
h
n
-

s
o
n
 b

e
h
a
v
e
d
. H

e
 w

a
s
 m

a
g
n
ifi-

ce
n
t," H

a
n
so

n
 sa

ys. 

A
fte

r K
e
n
n
e
d
y
's

 b
o
d
y
 w

a
s
 

b
ro

u
g
h
t a

b
o
a
rd

 fo
r th

e
 flig

h
t 

b
a
c
k
 to

 W
a
s
h
in

g
to

n
, J

a
c
q
u
e
lin

e
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y sto

o
d
 b

y Jo
h
n
so

n
's sid

e
 

—
 h

e
r fa

ce
 e

tch
e
d
 w

ith
 sh

o
ck a

n
d
 

d
isb

e
lie

f —
 a

s h
e

 to
o

k th
e

 o
a

th
 o

f 
o
ffic

e
. 

"I re
m

e
m

b
e
r s

ta
n
d
in

g
 in

 th
e
 

d
o
o
rw

a
y
 a

s
 J

u
d
g
e
 H

u
g
h
e
s
 a

d
-

m
in

iste
re

d
 th

e
 o

a
th

 o
f o

ffice
. C

o
l. 

S
w

in
d
a
l a

n
d
 I w

e
re

 ja
m

m
e
d
 to

-
g

e
th

e
r in

 th
a

t d
o

o
rw

a
y. W

e
 kn

e
w

 
w

e
 w

e
re

 w
itn

e
s
s
in

g
 a

n
 h

is
to

ric
 

e
v
e
n
t. B

u
t a

ll w
e
 c

o
u
ld

 s
e
e
 w

a
s
 

th
e

 to
p

s
 o

f h
e

a
d

s
. T

h
e

 c
o

m
p

a
rt-

m
e
n
t w

a
s
 ja

m
m

e
d
. A

ll w
e
 c

o
u
ld

 
h

e
a

r w
e

re
 v

a
g

u
e

 v
o

ic
e

s
. T

h
e

re
 

w
a
s
 a

 n
e
w

 P
re

s
id

e
n
t. A

n
d
 th

e
re

 
w

a
s sa

d
n

e
ss." 

D
u
rin

g
 H

a
n
s
o
n
's

 1
7
 y

e
a
rs

 a
s
 a

 
s
p

e
c
ia

l m
is

s
io

n
s
 p

ilo
t w

ith
 th

e
 

A
ir F

o
rc

e
, h

e
 p

ilo
te

d
 fo

r s
e
v
e
ra

l 
P

re
s
id

e
n

ts
, in

c
lu

d
in

g
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y
. 

J
o
h
n
s
o
n
 a

n
d
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
m

, H
a
rty

 
T

ru
m

a
n
 a

n
d
 D

w
ig

h
t D

. E
is

e
n
-

h
o
w

e
r. 

In
 1

9
6
3
, H

a
n
s
o
n
 a

n
d
 h

is
 c

re
w

 
se

t a
 flig

h
t re

co
rd

 o
n

 a
 5

,0
0

0
-m

ile
 

trip
 fro

m
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 to

 
M

o
sco

w
. A

to
m

ic E
n
e
rg

y C
o
m

m
is-

sio
n

 C
h

a
irm

a
n

 G
le

n
n

 T
. S

e
a

b
o

rg
 

w
a
s
 a

b
o
a
rd

 fo
r th

a
t n

in
e
-h

o
u
r 

trip
. 

O
v
e
r th

e
 y

e
a
rs

, H
a
n
s
o
n
 fle

w
 

m
a

n
y fa

m
o

u
s p

a
sse

n
g

e
rs, a

m
o

n
g

 
th

e
m

 W
in

s
to

n
 C

h
u
rc

h
ill. th

e
 

S
h

a
h

 o
f Ira

n
, Q

u
e

e
n

 F
re

d
e

rika
 of 

G
re

e
ce

, C
h

a
rle

s L
in

d
b

e
rg

h
, F

ie
ld

 
M

a
rs

h
a

ll M
o

n
tg

o
m

e
ry

, th
e

 A
g

a
 

K
h

a
n

, G
e

n
. N

a
th

a
n

 T
w

in
in

g
 a

n
d

 
m

o
re

. 
B

u
t H

a
n

s
o

n
 in

s
is

ts
 th

a
t o

n
e

 
p
a
sse

n
g
e
r sto

o
d
 h

e
a
d
 a

n
d
 sh

o
u
l-

d
e

rs a
b

o
ve

 th
e

 o
th

e
rs. 

"T
h

a
t w

a
s
 J

o
h

n
 F

. K
e

n
n

e
d

y
. 

B
y fa

r, h
e
 w

a
s th

e
 g

re
a
te

st," H
a
n
-

so
n

 sa
ys. 


