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till 
ca

n
't bury JF

K
. 

M
artyred by an assas-

sin's bullet, his youthful 
im

a
g
e
, v

ig
o
r a

n
d
 p

ro
m

ise
 a

re
 

seem
ingly frozen in tim

e. 
M

ost believe it w
ill allow

 him
 to 

live forever as a legacy. 
O

thers say P
resident John F

itz-
gerald K

ennedy's prem
ature death 

m
ay have spared him

 the political 
rigors of V

ietnam
, the social strife  

of the later I 960s and a closer look 
at his personal life. 

"T
im

e an
d

 ag
ain

, p
eo

p
le h

av
e 

p
o
se

d
 th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
: H

a
d
 JF

K
 

liv
ed

, w
o
u
ld

n
't th

is h
av

e b
een

 a 
better country?" said F

rank S
m

ist, 
assistant professor of political sci-
ence and director of global studies 
at R

o
ck

h
u

rst C
o
lleg

e in
 K

an
sas 

C
ity, M

o. "T
he evidence is am

big-
uous. 

"T
here are potential evolutions 

th
at, h

ad
 th

ey
 ex

p
lo

d
ed

 d
u
rin

g
 a 
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K
ennedy 

C
o
n
tin

u
ed

 fro
m

 P
ag

e 1
 

K
ennedy presidency, could have 

caused som
e real problem

s." 
H

istorians and political scien-
tists point to K

ennedy's health a
s 

a circu
m

stan
ce th

at co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
drastically altered the president's 
vital appearance. 

B
ack problem

s and A
ddison's 

disease —
 failure of the adrenal 

glands m
arked by extrem

e w
eak-

ness —
 m

ay have taken their toll 
had he finished his term

 or been 
re-elected. 

"T
he im

ages of vigor and touch 
football w

ould have been changed 
if the president w

as confined to a 
w

heelchair." S
m

ist said. 
K

en
n
ed

y
's relatio

n
sh

ip
s w

ith
 

w
om

en other than his w
ife, had 

th
ey

 b
een

 rep
o
rted

. co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
spoiled his strong fam

ily im
age, 

the experts contend. 
T

h
ere are th

o
se w

h
o
 d

o
u
b
t 

w
h

eth
er K

en
n

ed
y

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
fared any better than his successor 
in the V

ietnam
 W

ar. 
A

nd the political developm
ents 

follow
ing K

ennedy's death m
ay 

have forever changed A
m

erica's 
rose-colored view

 of the presiden-
cy —

 a change he w
as spared. 

"T
here w

as a great deal of cyni-
cism

 about the presidency issuing 
fro

m
 Jo

h
n
so

n
's V

ietn
am

 p
o
licy

 
and from

 N
ixon's W

atergate fias-
co. T

hat ushered in a new
 era of 

'gotcha' journalism
." said Jam

es 
H

odges. professor of history at the 
C

o
lleg

e o
f W

o
o
ster, O

h
io

, w
h
o
 

specializes in presidential leader-
ship. "T

rue believers could alw
ays 

lo
o
k
 b

ack
 an

d
 ro

m
an

ticize th
e 

K
ennedy years in relation to these 

tw
o presidents." 
H

odges said a 1990 G
allup poll 

found that 84 percent of A
m

eri-
cans approved of K

ennedy's han-
dling of the presidency, a higher 
approval rating than w

hen h
e w

as 



alive. 
W

hat rem
ains is an im

m
ortality 

that is, even now
, still grow

ing in 
the C

linton era, said R
ichard D

ek-
m

ejian, a U
niversity of S

outhern 
C

alifornia professor of political 
science specializing in w

orld polit-
ical leadership. 

"M
aybe if K

ennedy had been 
aro

u
n

d
 lo

n
g

er h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

m
ade greater m

istakes, and this 
kind of legacy w

ouldn't have exist-
ed," D

ekm
ejian said. "W

hat w
as 

left w
as the young, active presi-

d
en

t w
h
o
 b

ro
u
g
h
t p

rid
e to

 th
e 

young generation." 
T

he C
linton adm

inistration is 
taking advantage of that im

age -
and w

ill need all it can m
uster, 

D
ekm

ejian said. 
"C

lin
to

n
 is th

e first to
 co

n
-

sciously reach back to K
ennedy," 

he said. "Invitations to action and 
idealism

, all of that exudes K
en-

nedy. 
"B

u
t C

lin
to

n
's ch

allen
g
e is 

m
uch greater than K

ennedy's be-
cause of the country's grow

ing 
p
ro

b
lem

s an
d
 th

e d
istru

st o
f 

A
m

erican politicians since K
en-

nedy's death. It's a traum
a w

e ha-
ven't recovered from

 since.".  
M

any A
m

ericans agree that the 
country has been on a dow

nhill 
skid since that fateful day in D

al-
las, N

ov. 22, 1963. A
nd M

any still 
hark back to the good ol' K

ennedy 
days. 

"T
he state of the U

.S
. has de-

terio
rated

 so
 g

reatly
 sin

ce h
is 

death," said K
aren H

endrickson, 
47, an educational aide at G

ra na-
da H

ills H
igh S

chool. "I've no-
ticed nothing but negative things 
—

 the econom
y, the crim

e, the 
racism

, th
e m

o
rals, th

e sep
ara-

tism
. H

ad he lived, things m
ight 

be different. 
"H

e rep
resen

ted
 p

atrio
tism

, 
fam

ily
, y

o
u
th

 in
v
o
lv

em
en

t. I 
- w

asn't a separate individual, a 
separate race, a separate religion. I 
felt that w

e w
ere one. 

"T
here isn't a tim

e w
hen his 

nam
e is m

entioned that I don't re-
flect on the feelings I had w

hen he 
died —

 great sorrow
 and fear. I 

just can't shake this thing. W
e've 

never recovered, certainly not the 
people of m

y age group." 
Sen. D

ianne Feinstein, D
-C

alif, 
agreed. 

"I think that for young people. 
of w

hich I w
as one at the tim

e, he 
spoke to the best of our instincts," 
F

einstein said. "H
e brought peo-

ple together. H
e didn't drive them

 
apart. H

is spirit, elan and charis-
m

a w
ere uniquely A

m
erican. For 

those of us w
ho rem

em
ber, it is 

undying." 
F

einstein, w
ho w

as 29 and a 
m

em
ber of the C

alifornia W
o-

m
en's B

oard of T
erm

s and Parole 
in 1963, recalled the im

pact of 
hearing about K

ennedy's death. 
A

t the tim
e, she w

as on her honey-
m

oon w
ith husband B

ert F
ein-

stein in H
ong K

ong, being inter-
view

ed by a m
agazine reporter. 

"T
he person doing the inter-

view
 said that the w

ire service had 
just sent a m

essage that K
ennedy 

had been killed, and that they had 
sent w

ord back to knock it off, 
that that w

as a cruel joke," she 
said. T

he new
lyw

eds dism
issed 

the new
s as a hoax 
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te
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"B
u

t after th
e in

terv
iew

, w
e 

drove to R
epulse B

ay and saw
 a 

flag at half-m
ast," she said "T

hen 
I knew

 instinctively, w
hat had 

com
e over the w

ire service w
as 

correct." 	
. 

T
h
e co

u
p
le cu

t th
eir h

o
n
ey

-
m

oon short and caught the next 
flight hom

e. 
"It w

as like m
y dream

 had been 
crushed, like a m

em
ber of m

y 
fam

ily had died," F
einstein said. 

"I didn't w
ant to be in a foreign 

country. I w
anted to be hom

e, to 
be w

ith m
y fam

ily. I didn't know
 

w
hat w

as happening. H
ow

 could a 
president get shot? I didn't know

 
about assassination. It had never 
happened in m

y life." 
D

elia L
opez, 50, of Sylm

ar, still 
hasn't recovered from

 the despair 
she felt after K

ennedy's death. 
"T

hey.com
pared him

 to C
am

e-
lot, that beautiful era, and it sym

-
b

o
lizes th

e en
d

 o
f an

 era th
at 

m
any people feel w

ill never com
e 

ag
ain

," L
o

p
ez said

. "It en
d

ed
 

abruptly w
ith a few

 bullets. 

"B
ack then, w

e looked up to our 
presidents as role m

odels, as sym
-

bols of w
hat good citizens of this 

country should be. W
e had them

 
on pedestals; they're on our level 
now

, w
hich is a m

ore realistic 
view

. It just goes to show
 how

 
K

ennedy w
as idealized. It alm

ost 
seem

ed like a dream
, and dream

s 
that have an im

pact are m
em

ora-
ble." 

L
opez. a page at San Fernando 

Public L
ibrary w

ho also is m
ajor-

ing in E
nglish at M

ission C
ollege,  

believes the generation that m
a-

tured under K
ennedy's im

pact is 
responsible for sustaining his lega-
cy- "T

he people w
ho are keeping it 

alive are the baby boom
ers," she 

said. "W
e do the sam

e thing w
ith 

E
lv

is P
re

sle
y
 a

n
d
 M

a
rily

n
 

M
onroe; w

e keep their m
em

ories 
alive. M

y kids don't feel that w
ay. 

A
nd once w

e're gone, the legend 
w

ill be gone." 
S

he feels that little could alter 
the baby boom

ers' shining im
age 

of K
ennedy —

 not the sex scan-
dals, not his health problem

s, not 
V

ietnam
, not the confusion over 

the details of his assassination. 
"W

e're getting so m
any distort-

ed view
s of his life and death that 

the A
m

erican public is starting to 
get leery," L

opez said. "B
ut there 

is very little that w
ill shock our 

generation. I think all of us felt a 
part of that K

ennedy history, a 
part of that m

om
ent in tim

e, and 
nothing could change how

 w
e feel 

about him
. T

hat's how
 close w

e 
felt to our president." 

O
thers believe the legacy w

ill 
continue as strong as ever even 
after the baby boom

ers are gone. 

M
aybe forever, saidU

SC
 profes-

sor D
ekm

ejian, because K
ennedy 

is view
ed as a hero. 

"A
 sense of m

artyrdom
 seem

s 
to give K

ennedy a retrospective 
charism

a," D
ekm

ejian said_ "H
e's 

looked upon as a young m
an, w

ho, 
in a sense, w

as a sacrificial lam
b to 

a bullet. H
e gave his life to his 

country. P
lus, he w

as a hero be-
fore, in the W

orld W
ar 11 PT

 boat 
incident, w

hen he saved several 
people. H

e's a genuine hero on 
both of those counts, and heroes 
aren't soon forgotten." 
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Nov. 22 forever etched in their memories 
Daily News readers were asked 

in the Nov. 14 L.4, Life section to 
give their memories of the day 
President Kennedy was 
0mm-ciliated 30 yearn ago today 
in Dallas. Here Is what some of 
cur readerr had say: 

Jae Bradfield. Wilmette 
"Nov..22 was one of those days 

in history that you remember as if 
it just happened. I was making 
cookie*, and aver the radio came 
the aiinouncernern that Kennedy 
had been shot. The spatula was in 
mid-air and don't know how 
long stood there. I then walked let 
the kitchen window and looked 
out at the apartment next door 
and the tears were streaming down 
my face, I said, 'My God, he's 
gone. He's gone.' " 

Bitterd ScAtilind, Stolle OW 
"i was 16 when it happened. I 

Wall a junior in high school. It ef-
fected me greatly. I was going to a 
USC-LICLA game that weekend, 
and I remember there was dead st-
ir= when they played the na-
tional arithmn. Every time I go to 
football game, always remember 
that" 

Urn lingrInan. Braman Rills 
"I can remember the day Presi-

dent Kennedy was assassinated 
mm's vividly than any other day of 
my life.] Can remember that 1 was 
sitting in a homt-ec class in high 
school, the exact sear, the direc-
tion I was facing,, the expressions 
on everybody's face in the class- 

NM lam Sylmar 
"I was working  in South Cen-

tral LA_ My mother had a ham-
burger stand there, and one of our 
customers ran over to tell us about 
it. We turned on our radio and 
couldn't believe it. Everybody 
carted crying that was working  

there. Everyone was in shack. Ail 
day long, our customers were in 
shock. We were numb. We 
couldn't help thinking about how 
dose was to Thanksgiving and 
how awful for Jackie and her chil-
dren and the rest of his family. 

"I guess it was the firm time in 
American history that we realized 
bow vulnerable ens president real-
ly was. We never thought that this 
could happen here in this country 
— that a president of the United 
States could be assassinated." 

Inn Sank Velencle 
"When President Kennedy was 

essassinated 1 remember being in 
gym class at U.S. Grant High 
School in Van Nuys. I was in the 
10th grade and I remember them 
bringing  all of us into the rim. We 
wax outside at the time and the 
(public-address) system was play-
ing throughout the school an-
nouncing that the president had 
been assassinated_ I was supposed 
to have a test in biology that day, 
end my biggest concern was 
whether be would cancel the tat 
or not And 	that seems 54:k 

since Cm a 41-year-old teacher 
myself." 

Mainline Ron, Berta* 
"I lived in Panasha, WM. at the 

time IFK was assassinated. It was 
in the morning. I believe I was 
watching Chet Huntley and David 
Brinkley on Channel 4. It was the 
most devastating thing I ever en-
countered. We loved that man so 
much. We voted for him. He was 
the arm president I ever voted for 
and I just could not believe our 
country could do this. I still miss 
him." 

Tan basin, flor111 Maywood 
-1 was living in Bridgeport, 

Cann. I was IS years old and was 
cleaning my car for a date. I was 
very excited about that evening  

when the mailman came by and 
asked if had heard that the presi-
dent had been shot. My date's 
mother wouldn't let her go out 
that night so I was very disap-
pointed. It seemed like the whole 
world and everything just came to 
a sudden stop" 

Virginia Stribling, Mirth Minna 

"I managed a small shop io 
Lake Borris Park in Seattle. I 
closed the shop and went home 
and was glued to the TV for three 
days. 

"On Sunday, we were exhaust-
ed, we left to go to our cabin in 
the mountains, about 513 miles 
away. We stooped at a smell gro-
cery store in Sparta Town to get 
some groceries. When we went in, 
there was no one there. Finally we 
went in the back mom. Everyone 
was glued to the television. Ruby 
had lust shot Oswald. I began to 
cry end I cried all the way 	we 
got to our cabin. My husband was 
exhausted also. The man who was 
in the stone wouldn't even came 
out to wait on 555: 

Sines CIrled, Me Nips 
"On the day Kennedy was 

killed, I was stationed with the 
Army Corps of Engineers in Li-
vorno, hely, I was stationed as 
civilian employee. The news of 
President Kennedy's murder was 
just tremendous in that Ness Most 
of the Italian people in the area 
immadietely reported to the base 
where they signed the book of con-
dolman with a big portrait of the 
president draped in black. The en-
tire city was very shocked, and 
when we drove with the U.S.A. 
plates on the vehicle, people 
would stop us to offer their con-
dolences." 

B.F. van [Malan MUM. 
Bur1ann 
"It was a bitterly cold, dark 

morning, with a blistering wind 
blowing and snow-laden clouds 
hanging in the sky. 'Unheirnisch,' 
as they say in German; ominous. 
The place was Carelmensiel, a tiny 
little village at the North Sea in 
Germany and the date was Nov. 
22, 1963. 

It took me Italian hour to wres-
tle my faithful little OAF (Dutch 
Automobile Factory) over the 
treacherous roads, feeling my way 
through a snowdrift to the airbase. 
.4 knock on the door and in walks 
the base commander, usually I 
was asked to come to his office.  

'Haveyou heard the news' 
'What news?' 

'About your President Ken-
nedy? Yes, they shot and killed 
him.' 

The bottom fell out. !just could 
not believe it. I was shocked and 
at the same time embersassed, 
that such a thing  could happen in 
our country. OUR COUNTRY! 

My telex machine started rat-
a There it was. Lockheed 

co rmed it. plus some technical 
information 1. had requested but, 
at that time, couldn't care less 
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af Intormation or Appnineneni 

Celebrities remember death of JFK 
Marking the anniversary nitric assassination al John Fitzgerald Kennedy. 

the Wiest New Yorker notes that "no one feels emotion aa deeply Be the • 
stars" 

Some celebrity remembrances of Nov 22, 1963 

Nicked been 
-I was It freshman al UC Sentra Berbera, and I was walking 

between classes. end I heard Somebody had a radio to his ear, And 
before I even heard what they were saying, I knew the president 
was shot, I can't really explain how or why. but I'll never target it I 
cried. That was my first experience of the loss of somebody I tell I 
knew, even though I didn't know him." 

Barbra Strelrald 
was in a iewalry shop buying my that place of important Jew-

elry, a beautiful antique choker. I never wear It. this most beautiful. 
beautiful thing I have ... 	herd for me." 

UM Cannery 
-I was filming Ma.-nie' at Universal Studios. and I bad two 

hours free. to I went to the golf driving range. Usually. there's an 
awful lot of noise going on. and suddenly it stopped, and there 
were a lot of people standing around crying A woman who was 
seeing hamburgers came running up to our place and told us. I 
jumped into the car and went back to the studio. (Alfred) 
Hitchcock ailed it a day." 

Jack Leaman 
"I was shooting one at those Iwo bombs - either 'Under the 

Yuen, Yurn Tree' or 'Good Neighbor Sam.' - they were both track to 
back. The news came and I rust started wandering around the set. I 
went home, and I lust sat I was just stunned. I had known Jack 
Kennedy from Harvard " 

Christopher Reeve 
"1 was in sixth grade In Princeton. N.J.. Country Day School in 

study hall. The word came and one of the teachers came tri and 

told us. We were sent home for the day. Even at 1 1. I was old 
enough to understand what we'd been through with the Cuban 
Missile Gnats. I was very frightened. because the world now seemed 
vary unsafe." 

Roher1 Mem brom kb 1676 toessolr. "Between 
"The waiter said, 'Sir. I must tell you that your President Kennedy 

has been killed: I choke.] His shaking hand dropped the Choco- 
late on Manor's white cress." - near kart eke,,,! ea.* men, 

JFK assassination coverage 
forever ingrained in Cronkite 
By Frank Ssvertlow 
Daily Near referinan linden 

Announcing to the nation that 
President John F. Kennedy had 
died in Dallas was one of the most 
difficult moments in Walter Cron-
kite's long career as a rouenalist. 

"When you 
have to say, of-
ficially, that 
President John 
F. Kennedy 
died, it's a 
jolt," the for-
mer CBS an-
chorman said. 
It is an emo- 

tional jolt." 	Cronkite 
Cronkite was in the CBS 

newsroom on the east side of 
Manhattan when the first United 
Press International bulletin from 
Merriman Smith brought the news 
that shots were fired as the presi-
dential motorcade rolled through 
the streets of Dallas. 

Smith. who won a Pulitzer Prize 
for his coverage of the assassina-
tion. filed only bulletins, several 
from the press car in the motor-
cade. including that the president 
was hit and was going to the hos-
pital. 

News of Kennedy's death came 
to Cronkite from a CBS stnnger. 
Eddie Barker, who worked at 
KRLD. the CBS affiliate in Dal-
las_ 

"Barker had covered the city for 
a long time, and he got a tip," he 
said That tip was relayed to Dan 
Rather. 

During CBS' coverage of the 
tragedy. Cronkite insisted that he 
broadcast, not from a TV studio, 
but From the nearby CBS 
newsroom. 

"I did not want to lose control 
of the broadcast.-  he said. "I 
wanted the (wire service) printers 
all there. I didn't want to put any-
thing on the air that I hadn't read 
first. I didn't want to be in a re-
mote studio." 

Although Cronkite tearfully 
read to the nation the news of 
Kennedy's death, he had to wail 
until CBS technicians moved the 
cameras from the studio, a process 
that could have taken more than 
an hour had it not been for the ef-
forts of the news crew. 

The cameras had to be brought 
up on an elevator." he said. 

Then, there was a technical de-
lay. The big, cumbersome studio 
cameras. giants compared to to-
day's transistorized mini-cams. 
needed to be warmed up before 
they could broadcast a signal to 
viewers. 

"When this story broke, they 
rushed me into a radio booth 
where wr did voice-overs for 10 
to 12 minutes.-  he said. "Thanks 
to the heroic efforts (of the news 
crew), we got on the air." 
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