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`F

atal D
eception' looks at puzzling L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald sto T

y from
 w

ife's eyes. 
B

y P
A

T
R

IC
IA

 B
R

E
N

N
A

N
 

T
h
e
 W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st 

W
h

at k
in

d
 of p

erson
 w

as L
ee 

H
atvey O

sw
ald

? E
ven

 h
is R

u
s-

sian
-b

orn
 w

id
ow

, M
arin

a, w
h

o 
b

iw
ied

 h
im

 on
 th

e d
ay of Joh

n
 F

. 
K

en
n

ed
y's state fu

n
eral, w

as u
n

-
certain

 ab
ou

t w
h

at h
ad

 b
een

 go-
in

g on
 in

 O
sw

ald
's life. 

T
o

n
ig

h
t's "

F
a

ta
l D

ecep
tio

n
: 

M
rti. L

ee H
a
rv

ey
 O

sw
a
ld

"
 re-

cou
n

ts th
e love story of M

arin
a 

an
d

 L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald
 an

d
 th

eir 
life, to

g
eth

er in
 R

u
ssia

 a
n

d
 in

 
T

exas, w
h

ere th
ey settled

 a year 
alter:their m

arriage. T
he dram

ati-
zatitM

 is based on M
arina O

sw
ald 

P
orter's recollections. 
A

rrested
 b

y D
allas p

olice for 
k

illin
g K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 D

allas P
olice 

O
fficer J.D

. T
ip

p
it an

d
 w

ou
n

d
in

g 
th

en
-G

o
v
. J

o
h

n
 C

o
n

n
a
lly

 o
f 

T
exas, O

sw
ald

, 24, w
as for a lon

g 
m

om
en

t in
 1963 th

e m
ost h

ated
 

m
an

 in
 th

e n
ation

. B
u

t w
h

en
 Jack

 
a D

allas n
igh

tclu
b

 ow
n

er, 
sh

ot an
d

 k
illed

 h
im

 b
efore h

e w
as 

arraign
ed

 for K
en

n
ed

y's m
u

rd
er, 

O
sw

ald
 took

 w
ith

 h
im

 th
e an

sw
er 

to a grievin
g cou

n
try's still u

n
an

-
sw

ered question: W
hy? 

"F
atal D

eception" does not pro-
vid

e th
e an

sw
er, b

u
t it d

oes offer 
a m

ore p
erson

al view
 of th

e m
an

 
th

ou
gh

t to b
e th

e lon
e assassin

. 
B

ritish
 actress H

elen
a B

on
h

am
 

N
B

C
 photo 

F
ra

n
k

 W
h

a
ley

 a
n

d
 H

elen
a
 B

o
n

h
a
m

 
C

a
rter p

la
y
 L

ee H
a
rv

ey
 a

n
d

 M
a
rin

a
 

O
sw

ald
 In a n

ew
 d

ram
atization

. 

C
arter, 27, tak

es th
e role of M

a-
rina, and F

rank W
haley, 30, plays 

O
sw

ald
. W

h
aley ap

p
eared

, u
n

-
cred

ited
, in

 O
liver S

ton
e's m

ovie 
"

JF
K

"
 as an

 O
sw

ald
 im

p
erson

-
ator. G

ary O
ld

m
an

 p
layed

 O
s-

w
ald. 
W

h
aley view

ed
 th

e role as on
e  

h
e cou

ld
 n

ot tu
rn

 d
ow

n
. 

"
I b

ecam
e k

in
d

 of fascin
ated

 
w

ith
 it w

h
en

 I w
a

s d
o

in
g

 'T
h

e 
D

o
o

rs' w
ith

 O
liv

er S
to

n
e,"

 h
e 

sa
id

. "
H

e first m
en

tio
n

ed
 th

e 
w

hole 'JF
K

' project, and he m
ade 

in
n

u
en

d
oes [ab

ou
t a p

ossib
le role 

for W
h

aley], so I started
 d

oin
g 

som
e research." 

S
till, h

e h
as reservation

s ab
ou

t 
Stone's conspiracy theory. 

"
I b

eliev
e [O

sw
a
ld

] w
a
s in

-
volved

 in
 som

e w
ay [in

 th
e assas-

sin
ation

] —
 I d

on
't th

in
k

 th
ere's 

a
n

y
 d

o
u

b
t a

b
o
u

t th
a
t —

 b
u

t 
th

ere's n
o

 w
a

y
 h

e co
u

ld
 h

a
v

e 
b

een
 in

volved
 alon

e. It's all su
ch

 
a w

eb it's alm
ost im

possible to get 
at." 	

I. 
W

h
aley th

in
k

s O
sw

ald
 "

w
as 'a' 

very sm
art gu

y. H
e learn

ed
 a lit-

tle [R
u

ssian
] in

 th
e M

arin
es, an

d
 

h
e h

ad
 a coach

 in
 R

u
ssia. It's a 

very d
ifficu

lt lan
gu

age to learn
, 

an
d

 h
e sp

ok
e it alm

ost w
ith

ou
t 

accent. W
e can only guess w

hy he 
w

as there." 
In

 N
B

C
's film

, O
sw

ald
 ad

m
its 

to M
arin

a th
at h

e tried
 to sh

oot  

retired
 G

en
. E

d
w

in
 A

. W
alk

er, 
w

h
o d

ied
 recen

tly at 84. B
u

t th
e 

m
ovie d

oes n
ot p

ictu
re th

at at-
tem

p
t, n

or d
oes it d

ram
atize th

e 
sh

ootin
g of Joh

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y or 
visit th

e T
exas S

ch
ool B

ook
 D

e-
p

ository, from
 w

h
ere O

sw
ald

 is 
said

 to h
ave sh

ot th
e p

resid
en

t 
from

 th
e sixth

 floor, n
ow

 a m
u

-
seum

. 
In

stead
, view

ers w
atch

 even
ts 

of that day on television w
ith M

a-
rin

a O
sw

ald
 an

d
 stay w

ith
 h

er as 
th

e D
a
lla

s p
o
lice ru

sh
 in

to
 h

er 
h

o
u

se to
 sea

rch
 fo

r L
ee's g

u
n

, 
w

h
ich

 tu
rn

s u
p

 m
issin

g. 
S

h
e is ta

k
en

 to
 th

e D
a

lla
s 

C
ounty jail, w

here her husband is 
b

ein
g h

eld
, an

d
 talk

s w
ith

 h
im

 
over a prison telephone, a w

indow
 

grill b
etw

een
 th

em
. H

e tells h
er 

th
a

t h
e is n

o
t g

u
ilty

, th
a

t sh
e 

sh
o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

eliev
e "

a
ll th

e so
-

called
 evid

en
ce again

st m
e,"

 an
d

 
th

at sh
e sh

ou
ld

 give th
eir d

au
gh

-
ters a k

iss for h
im

. It is th
e last 

tim
e

 sh
e w

ill see h
im

 alive. 
M

arina rem
arried in 1966. 

=
 s

te
m

 • =
 television prem

iere 
(CC) = closed caption 

✓
 = available on casanne 


