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STAPY WRITER
OR RUGGED individualists, Americans
are an oddly sentimental lot — crazy for
golden oldies and reruns of *Lucy," and, 30
years after his death, devoted to the mem-
ory of & winsome young president sm-
bushed in Dallas, pretty wife at his side.
How long will John F. Kennedy arrest the
national imagination? Better start order-
ing those 50-year commemorstives now.

—— The Kennedy sagn remains the nation's

Al

but soulful pr taly r d at five-
year intervals, Soma members af the M'I'\rgunmtinn
may dismias these anniversary blowouts as dopey and
boring and wonder why baby boomers just don't get on
with their lives. But there are plenty like 20-year-old
Deroy Murdock, a tan writer and mlrhu:n[
tﬂﬂlu]l.ll:lL who finds John Kennedy a compelling
toriesl figure and says most of his contemporaries rnnl
the same. 1 don’t sense an exhaustion with the stary
at all," he sayn.

The force field mmundmg JFKI memory tugs

powerfully st Americans who recall Nov, 22,

!963 those whn ahnrd what Wesleyan Umvmlt.y
historian Man

hsequent
Oswald by nighiclub operator Jack Ruby, drew the
American nation together with a swiftness that even
media MeLuhan might not have an-
ticy In shock and apprehension, Americana sat

in front of their sots snd watched and watched and
watched. Al every opportunity, they still do.
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Will we always
be gripped by
JFK, Dallas
and all the
symbolism of
that time and
place? See you
at the 35th.

Without tha selmtions by o i ":';.:',,_]" .
on ~coverage to
g:hi“lw the American

idow 2
Alh-br!velﬂuh!?ys-m]d.hhn? Jr. and
their political sentimenta, Americans seemed para-
lyzed | — firat by the horrifying inci-

No wonder many fes! that the media sustain Jack

Kennedy in death as it slevated him in life. “It's keep-
ing the assmssination in the public's face, so0 to
" says Lisa Butler, scholar in the pay-
demtnﬁhu!urd

Those first irst drumatic network feeds from [

I L}:?K ndygin;: u;,':? ﬁm
(} en: "l Nluho
who teaches llmni.n.:yn =

8 couree on N
York U Schml “uu""{'}:

frmt—pqn newspaper stories across the country?
"The mere fact that we have all this [broadcast]
tape is terribly, terribly important,” said Michael
Kammen, of American and eulture
at Comell miversity and author of “Mystic Chords of
Memory,” a book dealing with national identity.
“That it can be replayed in hundreds of ways means
people not alive in 1963 can almost feel they wers, All
n:;;u mmbsru where i were when Ken-
n was t qugur people too can vicarously
share that feeling.
But media is nnt the only answer, The memorializ-
ing of Jack Kennedy is a complex cultural exercise —
8 remarkable common undertaking that embraces
Lhnd:ml'nut and the sleazy, that reveals the nation-
al preoccupation with youth and glamor, that piques
America's appetite for mymrv and intrigue. It is an
that draws on political
p-l-inuund ost idealism and suggests thst many
Americans keep time with stapwatches that began
tlrhnginnuun. For those who loved Kennedy most,
a discoursging sense that the world has
lndl.h-l.!.hmp'dlnmrbetheumelpl
the faithful let go of Kennedy at last? “Jy's
evasive,” said John Morton Blum, Starling professor

Mum‘frmchmmmnul u-!mmu snd recon-
ciled long before to the ts of pragmatic politics,
Jack Kennedy almost surely did not serve as a symbol
of unqualified optimism for himsell. Far more than his
ardent supporters, Kennedy knew there would be com-

campelling.
“Itmthemm.lhn'm:kdwnmduulhn
t have been," uidR&uanvu,lud:(ornl’lhg

were very young at the
time of the president’s killing — or not yet born —
seem drawn to the story not only bccnu.lenl"ﬁ'lpe—
cials and controversial films like Oliver Stone's
“JFK." but because the event had such a profound



By John Jeansonne
BTAFF CORRESPONDENT

DALLAS

OU GO to Dealy Plaza and look up at the

mixth floor of the erange-brick Texas

School Book Depository, and that cor-
. ner window is still ajar. There in a
manent exhibition there now — *

Sixth Floor," it's called — which track lighting haa
made bright and airy, no longer the shadowy,

tered space police searched within minutes of the

deed. But you don't enter lightly.

You don't explore an i of the place without
sitting aguin st the feet of the hauntingly familiar,
You don't pass a photo, a TV monitor, a display, s
chart, s map, without realizing that you are 3
your way Loward that corner window, that front-
row sast Lo national shock and dismay.

“‘Did he have s scope?"' one man sska the museum
guide, The so-called “'sniper's perch'® has been re-
created with cardboard boxes stacked at the corner
window, and walled off by plexiglass, But you can
Iook out the next window, and you can see, in your
head, the presidential motarcade i

of caks.

You are nol alone. Every day 1,000 people
through here, more than 1,5 million sifice the
historical found. opened the exhibition in Feb-
ruary, 1989. In the rest of the Texas School Book
Depository — actually, the Dallas Coun inil
tration Bullding now — government workers come
and go in their 1993 lives. But, in “The Sixth

, clut-"

THE VIEW FROM
A SIXTH-FLOOR WINDOW

AP Plass for Mewsiay
A young family visits Dalias' Taxas Sthool Book Depository
sixth-fioor museum; ihe assassin's window s ai lefl.

Floar,"” for $4, you are locked in a defining moment
in American history — videotapes and film and still

and old newspaper clippings and dia-
plays, even m quick pencil draft of the originally
planned front page of the Dallas Times Herald's
afterncon edition: Kennedy smiling and waving
along the motorcade, with a proposed headline de-

claring that he “Takes Dallas By Storm."”

Other visitors to “The Sixth Floor" — strangers,
unprompted —tell you wherethey were that day. And
then you learn, from the guest book as you exit the
9,000-square-foot warshouse-turned-museum, that
it really has been 30 years. Not everybody was some-
where on Nov. 22, 1963,

“I was not born yet,” a 13-year-old has written in
the guest book, "but 1 studied about itin school, and 1
even cried when [ got to the part of his death."

“It wan real cool. And sad,” someone else has

written.

“Beavis and Butt-head rule!"' another has written.

So it's histary now, To 8 new generation it's m dry
mialtﬂlhmkm wlp:mnnim. , on ai-k u;}"rhaf

oor"' gift shop: & , apencil, a replica ol

theNov.23, 1963, New York Herald Tribune. Then 10
cents, now $3.50. Ancient history, Among *“The Sixth
Floor™ displays, meant to provide a time fix, are old
ﬁ-mcl; records, which will take some explaining to
the CD generation. The purpose of the exhibition is
ﬂplllmdhyiuquouufﬁxmmlf: ‘*History, after
all, is the memory of a nation." “The Sixth Floor™
works hard at holding that memory, in all its stupafy-
ing, puinful, cynical shapes, so that attimesalong the
tour — further aided by personal audiotapes (§2
extra) — the crowds become quiet,

Outaide, a 1880 plaque on the Texas School Book

i will records that, here, *“Lee Harvay Os-

wald shot and killed President John F.
Kennedy” — and someone has underlined "alleged-

" by scratching the plague’s black surface silver,

“It's a beautiful telling of the perfect lie,"”
someons has written in the guest book. And an-

Please seoe MUSEUM on Page 55

effect on their parents’ generation.

Visiting the University of Texas in Austin, Reeves
met o graduate student in her early 308 who admitted
she knew little about Kennedy's presidency but found
JFK an irresistible figure, nonetheless. Though anly a
toddler when Kennedy waas killed, the student told
Reeves she remembers vividly the impact of the news
ot her home. “All the adults were crying,” Reeves
said, “She had never seen anything like that."

Murdered al 48, Kennedy became the sort of tragic
figure embraced as readily by young people as their
elders, “This is the rape that touched us all,” said
poet Nikki Giovanni, & professor of English st Virgin.
ia Polytechnic and State University and suthor of the
forthcoming hook of easays “Racism 101." “We felt
thie. It's not going to be forgotten.” Kannedy's egali-
tarian rhetoric — and White House backing for the
Civil Rights Bill of 1963 — earned him respect in the
black community thst may have been unmatched
since Lincoln. “Under his watch, you had movement
toward the country Langston Hu; had in mind

when be said, ‘Let America be

America to ms," " said Gio-
vanni, who is black, By the
time the rights bill passed,
John Kennedy was dead and
- Lyndon Johnson occupied the

To hear excerpts Oval Office.
of rato reports In history, literature and pop
from e culture, death at an early age ia
& recurring theme, and an al-
- luring one. Joan of Are, Wolf-
scans, cd B43- gmng Amadeus Mozart, Romeo
8454 rom 4 and Juliet died too scon, and s
Towcn-Tone did James Dean, Buddy Holly
phone and erer snd John Lennon. But the
caspory 3900, murder of a political leader can
be especially wrenching for a

nation accustomed to domestic
peace and stability — even more sa il the leader is
charming and clever, if his speeches ring with prom-
ise and purpose, if his gestures seem assured and his
manner resolute. After Dwight Eisenhower's placid
paternalism, John Fitzgerald Kennedy was a revela-
tion. Suddenly there was n sizzle in the American
circuit — an excitement that hinted at a splendid fu-
ture. The country was heading for greatness, people
thought. Kennedy, woo,

“The memory of Kennedy is intense afler thirty
vears, because he was cut down in his prime,” says
suthor and Oscar-winning filmmaker Peter Davis,
wha with his son Nick co-produced the documentary
“Jack,” brosdeast last week on CBS. “His youth in a
funny way was spared, though his life wasn't. He re-
mains forever young." Adds Nick Davis, who at 28 is
hall his father s nge: “Even Elvis got old and fat.”

But poor Elvis Presiey proved his own assassin
John Kennedy did not slurp highballs of barbiturates
and beer nor pig out on peanut butter and banunas
Humored White House trysts may ultimstely have
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JFK from Page 45

e o M ik T meriar o

der, “He was a cold, " said
Manchester of Lincoln, “‘but you
wouldn't know that iy

denied an oversess shot
Garfield, and McKinley was murdered
by an snarchist in Lincoln's

may be trying to end

el oo B i i

the ultimate answer to the rid-

die — to ut last the hand that

gun. *The assassi-

overwhelming

event,” said Lisa Butler of Stanford, who

with two other, au-

disnce reaction to the * film. “Peo-
ple need "

The View From the 6th Floor
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other: “T guess no one will ever know

And another: "Get over it! Oswald
did ie!"

And snother; "'I'm sad all over
again.”

Included smong the exhibits is &

In 30 years, an entirely new Dallas
akyline has appeared to the east of Dea-
erhll..Butmﬂrhmmlﬁmuil

l.h.&:hmlsmkl)mi . past the
grassy knoll, under OVETpass,
west on the Stemmons Freeway,

Parklond Memoria) Hospital. .
On the hospital's first Tloor, there is a
bronze plaque replicating the memo
sent to the hospital staff on Nov. 27,
mmmm-mam
i ing Ken.

0854 ‘22 UIBNFAON 'AVONDH “AVOSMIN



