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After 50 years of conspiracy
theorins, Gerald Posner’s
“Case Closed” is the first to
argue persuasively for

the lonst popular scenario:
one man, one gun,
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For his research into
the assassination of
Prosident Joha F.
Kennedy, Gerald
Paosner practiced
operating the bolt of a
rifle similar to the one
Lee Harvey Oswald
used in Dallas In
1963. 'Case Closed'
is his eonclusion that
Oswald was the sole
gunman.-
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BY JACK SBIRICA

STAFF Wit it

ERALD POSNER tonk the oheo-
Iete, bolt-action rifle of T the wail
in his Manhattan study.

Apart from a bayonet holider
and a little extra length to the har-
rel, this was a replica of the origi-
nal $12.78 gun that, nccording ton
fresh version of a 30-year-old the-
ory that. Posner is plying in a new boolk, Isunehod teo
bullets Lhat killed President John ., Kennedy.

That P'ecsner would have felt. the need Lo purchasc his
awn Mannlicher-Carcano rifle is emblematic of the
plodding, painstaking research that already hes won

. him aceolades — and that he hopes will begin to con-

vinee Americans that Lee Harvey Oswald, acling
alone, nssnssinated Kennedy,

“No maiter how much you hear the experts say vou
ean opernta the bolt in a fraction of 2 seeond, vou want
to see for s ovrsslll” Posner said as be hold the firearm,
You winn! i gee, ns Marina [Oswald's wifel, said, he
sat.on a perch in Mew Ovleans . . . s operated it for

* hours - - does it minke a difference” in how quickly the
i rifle can he fired, reloaded and fired again.

Posner lnoked down at the metal bolt handle. T will
tell youwhan Hirst gotit. . .Itended Lo begentle with
it,” he said, recalling his initial unsureness with the
World War 1T weapon. “Now [ just slamit. . . ITT had
personally found that the mechanism is much tougher
to operair, I would have questioned the experts in
different wny,"”

As the 0th anniversary of JFK's assassination ap-
proaches, 'osner’s hook, “Case Closed,” joins a crop of
projects, including Lelevision specials and nearly a doz-
en new hooks, that will take part in what has become
an American ritnal: re-examining the events that. be-
gan wheil shots rang out in Dallas' Dealey Plaza at
12:30 p.m. on Nov. 22, 1963.

But the 39-year-old Posner’s book is something dil-
ferent,

In an era when, deponding on the poll, as many as 9
in 10 Amerieans say they believe that Kennedy wais the
victim of a conspiracy, Posner employs meticulous vo-
search to reach what counts as a nevel conclusion:
That, for o1l its Maws, the Warren Commission wag
right. Oswald killed JI'K without help from anyone.

Posner has impressed admirers and even some eril -
ies with Tiis diligenl. research and menasured analysis,
He re-indesed the entire 26-volume Warren Commis-
sion reporl, more than a million words of testimony,
exhibits nnd appendices, That project culminated in a
chilling portrait of Oswald as a iife-long loner who
could have pulled off the Kennedy killing alone,

Posner nlso employed computer technology noet.
available 1o the commission in 1964. Tle says the com-
puter mudeling and animation help show that the
much-derirled “magic bullet” - Oswald's second shot,
—conild inrlend have hit both Kennedy and Texns (iov.
John Connally. The computer enhancements also hielp

prove that Oswald had ample time to get off his three !
shots, Posner gays. ' . - ' ot

The book already has gotten more attention than .
any recent JFK project save Oliver Stone’s movie, ;
“JFK,", which su that a plot to kill Kennedy -
emanated from high levels of the United States Goy-#

. ernment,

- WL S . iy

Its appeal lies: both?in jts" thorough, apparently .
even-handed r¢search, and the fact that, following ;ﬁg ;1
publication in recont.years of a near-constant stream
of conspiracy books, “Case Closed” may bei ﬂ‘:‘.a ﬁtll':: ES.
a respected author to argue persuasively for the '
Oswald-alone then?}?!;' scenario most Americans dis-
“We have forgotten the story,” Posncr said. “We |
have forgotten the details of it because we’ve lost Og-
wald. In all these thirty years, all the talk was about !
conspiracies,’” 7T 4 ' < opat g
Typical nzntgazgvﬁrébla"tmatmam thus fan;ikiu' a’l
cover story page special report on the in
U.S. News and Worldga Report. The maguzine's cover ;
declared the book !/brilliant” and concluded that of ;
all the new books on the assassination, “Case Closed” F
had the “smell of truth.” The others, U.S. News said,
merely had a “smell,” /0 o e
*“He sweeps away déecades of polemical smoke, layer
by layer, and builds an unshakable case ajminst JFK's |
killer,” U.5. News said of Posner. i
“It's just a model of historical scholarship,” said
Stephen Ambrose, the Boyd Professor of History at

U

i

- the University of New Orleans, and noted student of *

)

assassination literature, who says the book has |

changed his mind. He'said that until this book, he had

entertained the possibility of a conspiracy because of !
doubts about the single-bullet theory. He says Posner %
has convinced him: that a single bullet hit bath Ken- '
nedy and Connally;'and that Oswald acted alone. *;

But will “Case ed” change the American mind?

- Critics — and there;are many — say that Posner, g *

former Manhattan attorney, ignored important evi-~
dence in an effort to build a prosecutorial indictment *
of the ream of conspiracy theories. L s :
Frobauly the mopt widely respected believer in ihe |
ibility of a JT'K conspiracy — former House Se- |
‘Committee on Assassinations counscl G. Robert -
Blakey — aaid Posner’s book, rather than having a'/
real impact, would gnd up a mere “footnote’ in a :

iyt o

hibliogm?h of assagsination ture. :
“What’s troublesome for me in Posner's book is -
that he’s a lawyer writing the brief for one side, and
there’s no reason for a person who's seen or heard all
the evidence to credit his book as opposed to someone -
else’s,” said Blakey, a University of Notrc Dame law
professor. T
“I think Lee Harvey Oswald fired two shots from :
behind that killed the president of the United States -
beyord a reasonable doubt,” Blakey said. “But I
think there is substantial evidence to belicve both the
ear- and the eye-witnesses that there was another |
shot in the plaza, bl > ‘ e
*1 think a reasonable person can agre: with me,"” -
gm.a’n.ided. “I'm not so arrogant as to say, ‘Case
"'Case Closed” essentially is a straightforward nar- |
ration of how Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, came -

‘to kill Kennedy.'The tonclusion, though arrived at

. mare artfully, is precisely that of the Warren Com- -

mission, which endured both contemporary and sub-
sequent derision for not seeing a conspiracy. -~
But there are some new twists. ) e 8

. Posner procll.we:i one the o]'d-faahiog_ed way: By cre- |



aling nis OWN 1ngex o1 e yarren Lommission re-
port, he found what he says is information about Os-
wald that others have missed or ignored. T i
. “Ithought that unless I obtained an understanding
of Oswald, you still don't understand why he shoots
Jack Kennedy,"” Posner said. *“To me, that is a funda-

mental flaw in the Warren Commission and in every

other book that saicll,()uwnld did it."” pios g R
For three years, Posner's apartment on » G ) )
Street; already. filled: with mementos of previous "magic bullet” — Oswald’s second shot. According to :
books on"subjects: ranging from Nazi doctor Josef  the official account, the bullet passed through both'’
Mengele to the Chinese mobsters, becanie a nmdal— * Kennedy and Connally, who was seated in front of the .
tory of cardboard ﬁle,_bdxea Marking off the thou- - President in the limousine. It was found on a stretcher .
sands of hand-written index cards were divider head- at SP :r:{vkmtheld H;"Plgl lﬂ_mDaﬂﬂﬂ' i S tran e
e ch “Brain"; "BI]]iBt.iC!“; “Bin rin "' i relyy nspiraci argue, the seven en ce
:nng'?dys& So::? Service Men."” gerprints, +and exit wounds that the bullet allegedly produced had ;
The indexing enahled Posner to build the case that to be evidence of more than one shooter. To some
Oswald was no “patsy,” but instead troubled and in- _ reviewers, Posner’s account of the path of the bullet is
creasingly violent as he grew up. Indeed, Posner de-' among the most persuasive material in *‘Case Closed.”
votes about half the book to what amounts to a com- .+~ In examining the bullet's trajectory, Posner leaned
pelling new b phy of: the alleged assassin. The . on modern technology that was unavailable to_the.
footnotes show that much of the telling detail in Os- - Commission. Although his personal research already
wald’s life story comes straight out of commission re- ' . ;:; Mmb{b? J.";e':.i‘:';-;‘,‘f ﬂ:ja(t:;ho l;lulyllsﬁ dlmeed
i ¢ s through | and Connally, he ea
S b e 1o ayome e, 2% e i Mt B ke wack af Pl
promrr] el jed ! + ure Analys iates, a Menlo Park, Calif., engi-
i Typical of the blogl;lp!nml Section lna !ong-!:}llt:ec!: ; nemnﬁqn that specializes in computer recreations
; : ; ol accidents for use in negligence cases. The firm had

: ,dogzﬁwmai}tei{;imagihg of the Kennedy assassination
“for : rt. TV mock trial of Lee Harvey Oswald last
- TP el LA o l-:l"l..f Yo b2 -‘ﬁ“i i
Aﬂ:l‘a.rtmm the show, Posner contacted the com--
y, which allowed him to use its computer modeling
.in the bool: Failure Analysis created a full-size model
of Kennedy's limousine, placingin the seats two people '
‘who were the precise height and weight of Kennedy -
. .and Connally, Researchers then filmed the car and put’
it into animation at the place on Dallas’ Elm Street
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* “aceont of the period that Owald and his quarrelsome,
gripatatit’ mother,-Marguerite, spent in Nuv'vf;i‘:'o:;k-_'?‘
) it I R e &N v i

b WY ey R e that Kennedy's car was passing when Oswald’s second
: mmigsion had gathered the details of this and « shot as fired. Kennedy’s and Connally’s wounds also

ther periods in Oswald's life primarily to determine - wets placed into the animation. !

* Ogwald's movements over the years, and to examine . % Am;dingto_the computer, thq bullet hit Kennedy in

,".,;J?iawlgeﬁ%utm?mer.tﬁeexhjhiu and interviews * . the back, leaving a 6.5-inch millimeter, wound, and
/in t.g?a@mmiasion record provided the meat for a'clear- passed out of his throat. The bullet now was tumbling.

““er, more telling portrait of Oswald. =~ VIR It left a 1¥4-inch wound in Connally’s back and a 2-
% Ogwald's father, RoBert, an insurance salesman; had inch-diameter wound below the right nipple on his
_died'two months before Oswald was born on Oct, 18, | chest, where it exited. New enhancements of Abraham
"1939.'By the time Lee and his mother moved in with . Zapruder’s famous film of the assassinatjon show Con-.
‘relatives on East 92nd Street in August, 1952, he'al- - hally’s right suit lapel lifting at that moment, which
ready'hadbeen in an’ orphanage and six different Poaner says buttresses the single-bullet theory;- - . . |
* schools, At PS 44 in the Bronx, Oswald was declared a . Thebullet, by now traveling backward, then entered

; truant, and was remanded to Youth House for psychi- -the governor’s wrist, fracturing the radius bone in the
TREHE bvAhTation, T feas ANyt i e o forearm. In the process, it was deflected downward into
. Poanier writes that at Youth House, Oswald told his Connally's left thigh. i3 ‘
‘caseworker that he felt.his mother “never’ gave a - Posner uses similar techniques to show that Oswald

* damn'’ about him. Later, a staff psychiatrist, Dr, Rena-’ ‘took a total of 8.4 seconds — “ample time,” he says —

tus Hartogs, found Oswald, at age 12, to have “a poten- - 'to get. off his, three shots.. Conspiracy believers who' {
tial for explosive, aggressive, assaultive acting out - . have examined the Zapruder film say the shots took a

. ' which ‘was rather unusual to find in a child who was . - total of 4.8 geconds to 5.6 seconds — not enough time,
-sent o the Youth House on such a mild charge as * +...i¢hey say, for Oswald to fire three shots from the man- '
' truaney from school,” he told the Warren Commission . ual bolt-action rifle. ;. "~ - o e
“in 196475 G BB Mid_tf . gl A -~-But: Posner shows how enhancements of the Za-
""" Posner bégan the project in 1990 thinking that'Os- pruder, film demonstrates that the first shot, which °

“wald might have been part'of a conspiracy involving’
.. orgapized crime or even a small group of friends.; "I
‘believed, anyway, that Oswald had done the shooting,’!'!
./ Pogner said, “I never thought that he was a patsy — i
. completely et up. But whether or not he did the shoot:'{:
Ving in"Dealey Plaza didn’t answer the questionof '

' whether he was part of a conspiracy.” = 1 b
But the more he learned about Oswald, the ‘more -
he became. convinced that he acted alone in killing -
'+ But always stoking the conspiracy theories was the'
case’s troubling forensic evidence. After 30 years, as-
sassinologists still were raising doubts about the -

sed, oceurred much earlier than many had thought, .
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" "All of this added up, in Posner’s mind, to the conclu-
sion that a lone gunman killed Kennedy and wounded
Connally and that it was Omld. Moreover, he con-
tends that- every other conspiracy theory fell apart

+under examination, and 5 why in his book.

' “I'm putting my prot'essinnal reputaton on the line
;100 percent,” said Posner, whose credits include the
-1986 book, “Mengele: The Complete Story.”

“It’s beyond a reasonable doubt,” Posner said.

“Whether the book helps to push a public apparently
,sold on congpiracy toward the same conclusion re-
mains an open question, ¥

.“God, I hope so0," said historian Ambroaa whan
aelnad whether “Case Closed’; might begin to turn
- Americans away from JFK eonspnacy theories. :

{I'm a big-game hunter, and I had thought I knew
nomethmg about what a bullet does when it hits flesh,”
/’said Ambrose, who wrate a promotional blurh for the
. book jacket. ‘"Well, he satisfies me completely. T don't
" see how any serious person can argue any longer that
. there was a conspiracy to kill Jack Kennedy,”

“: Dr. Michael Baden, director of forensics for the
 New York State Police and formerly the chief forensic
+ pathologist for the House Select Committee an Assas.

:sinations, called Posner's forenalc evidence “‘very
,compellmg

Z-s .However, B&dan notee ha han almoatas much faith
; mwhathecallsthe“l.oneRangarthreoryol‘asaaamna—

‘tion, where one good guy can beat up a lot of bad guys,
ul:mht.takesa!t'.-t:ot'heu‘.lguy:;txoheain.q;-ag'aodgu).v
;When someone like President Kennedy is killed there's
'a natural bent to feel that one Jone guy can’t do it.”.
i Certainly, Posner hasn’t: shaken attorney Mark
iLllne, author of the 1966 book, ‘Rush to Judgment,”
;uud an avid believer in a conspiracy to kill Kennedy.
«.5!'For the ﬁopla clinging to the position that every-
thmg'u well in America, and that Oswald did it alone —
«if that’s what they need to sleep well at night they’ll
“probably buy this hook and put it on their nightstand
“aud probably never read it,” Lane suid.
9T don’t think it'll change anybody’s mind, g Lﬂne
smd *“T'oo many witnesses have come forward .
"1 Baid Posner; “We've had thirty years of consplracy
“theories in this country — that’s all we’ve been bom-
barded with, I would hope that it can change minds, I

. hope it swings the pendulum back to what Iview as the
g t.ruth." ! :
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HE ASSASSINATION uf John F.'
Kennedy and attendant: whodunit.
, theories have done much’to; daﬁn&
- the last quarter of this’,
century — the killing of a; be!aved
" president because his loss Tepre-
sented to mili'ons the sudden
snatching away of hope, and the con-. .
:Ell;tp-nq arguments because they revealed a puwarﬂ.nl
ticism straining at the national psyche.:

. By the time the Warren Commission declured in’

1.19034 that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in

ou lls showed that m
ofAmmmmva;W Y N

instead that Oswald was only a
.plm in someone’s diabolical game. The number hit
60 t in 1966 and continued | ing. When ,
“ paol quutwned Americans following the contro-',

“yersial 1991 movie, “JFK,"” 77 percent said they had
no  doubt: Kennedy was the victim of a conspiracy, .
1+ =0t was as though Kennedy’s death had i lred
Im religion — an orthodoxy of disbelief.. "T]m theor- . |
e R Gl b ey e e e
z 0 as X
gwernl from 1967-69. “It was hard to’ go'%fg
ouﬁlusand not find a'dozen oruuyoungpeopla
h ‘come up very agitated, presenting all kinds of
thauries." Seeing that Clark wasn’t buying, students -
‘seemed incredulous. "l"hey would gnlk nway ahnkmg
‘their heads,” he said. * A
45¢Tn"his book, “Case Closed,"” Gerald an
“Amar!mna embraced alternative explanations to,tg
F Kennedy killing because the event simply seemed too
“painful for the work of a “misguided sociopath’’ like -

Lo s Oswald. Acgepting the president’s death was  diffi-

Jicult enough. Accepting the bana.htw of, his assassin~
#—wnlaskingmomuch. L ,{s,«-u—.n\— :
e William Manchaatar, now professor of hutory
.vfemeritua at Wesleyan . University; inv the
hKennecly killing in preparation for his 1967 book,
2The Death of a President,” and agreed that an “es-
i.thetic principle” is behind the American yeami
conspiracy explanations,. PR et

“War II on one side of the scale and, on the other side of -
“the scale, the Nazis — thegreateatbando!‘crunma!a
mrtaneizaconhnlofuutnte—thmhahhnwthu

i"greatest crime, the greatest criminals,” Manchester

‘said in a.telephone interview. “But lf‘you put the

ed_waif Oswald on the other, it doesn’t balance.”

:Through the years, many Americans have been en-

¢ hy ounspxm.z{ buffs — a huge number of theo-
from Mark Lane to Oliver! ‘Stane, director,

¥ “Stonalmemng—buthqvﬂymtidud

'flny argued that targeted
mblamlur

. ;.‘\ 2

“If you put the murder of six lmllmn Jews, in World ;|

¥ mnsﬂunof!(annubononendemdthatmtﬁh

e

by'an extraor-
govern-

it ot amd beyond. As though attempting to keep the

‘debats churning for ancther ,e*::r.m an, Stone dedic
cated “JFK" to young people “in whose spirit the
“ pearch for truth marches on.”
#. Because the Warren Commission remains the
i centerpiece of the establishment’s one-man, ane-gun
-argument, Stone likely has no reason to fear the
“‘march” for truth will turn back.

““What made us [Americans] so rendy to believe
eonapiracy theories was that the Warren Commia.aion
report was woefully, woefully inadequate,’” says Jona-
than Vankin, author of the 1991 book, “Conspiracies,
- Cover-ups and Crimes:" Pohtlca.l Mampulat:on and
. Mind Control in America,” .

- Vankin says the Warren Commission settled for the
. gafest, most politically convenient analysis. “When
you see that, you have to say aomethmg funny is go-
ing on,” said the author, who believes it likely that
Oswald was merely one agent in a wider plot.
Though he rejects conspiracy theories, Edwin
Guthman, press for Robert Kennedy when
_the premdent'a brother was U.S. attorney general,
% says most Americans have shown nothing more than
' reasonable “akaptmam and curiosity” about the as-
;- sassination. “There hasn’t beén a hue and cry,” said
*'Guthman, now a journalism professor in California.

'-'--f Others note that Americans are less inclined to em-

y braee conspiracy explanations than Europeans,
Jwhose history is replete with political intrigue —
onme of it murderous. And yet many Americans seem
. -eager for the outlandish — for a sighting of Elvis at
- the Super Bowl, or wnrd of extraterrestials invading
the White House or, in for an explanation of
- Jack Kennedy’s death that doesn't begm and end
w:th Lee Harvey Oswald. 7'/~ ¢
“People would rather go for the complicated rather
"‘I:han the simple answer,”, said Terence Sandbek, a
. California paychotheraplht ‘who has studied belief sys-
" tems. He cited polls mdu:atmg that:large numbers of
1 U, 8..citizens-believe in astrology and the ability to
‘‘communicate with the déad — evidence that **Ameri-
‘cans in general are pretty gu]hb!e." Sandbek said.
' If Americans reach for exdtic answers, the habit did
41not begin with the Kennedy assassination. Historians
-+ note -that conspiracy theories abounded after the
, murder of Abraham Lincoln in 1865 by John Wilkes
' Booth. Convinced there was a plot, authorities arrest-
.ed as a co-conspirator the physician who set the flee-
;ing killer's broken leg. Dr. Samuel Mudd was sen-
tenced to prison for life and his predicament
prornpbed the phrase, ‘“Your name is Mudd.”
.+ . With his fiercely researched book, Posner says he
=] ]mpea tolead the nation back toward rational discourse
regardmgtheKannedyhlhng But conspiracy theories
* have flourished for 30 years and appear to have a wide

‘the Kennedy assassination at last? “That,” sighed
Posner. "mny be too much to hope l‘or "m

.. constituency. Will “‘Case Closed” end speculation on
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