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goesliorc liquor com
panies have 

dropped their voluntary policy plow
 

advertising on T
V

. S
o far, the m

ajor 

broadcast and cable netw
orks have 

declined such ads and the chairm
an 

of the F
ederal C

om
m

unications 
C

om
m

ission is urging independent 

T
V

 stations to do the sam
e. B

ut 
som

e advertising industry 

observm
s.predict that T

V
 stations w

on't say no to the 

liquor com
panies' room

y forever. 
D

ues liquor advertising belong on television? S
hould 

the governm
ent im

pose a ban on all aknhol advertising. 

including beer and w
ine, as it has w

ith tobacco products? 

O
r is it none of the governm

ents business? 

Tell ire your view
s in 200 w

ords or toss. W
rit publish 

a sam
ple of the m

ost thoughtfid or interesting responses 

on D
ecem

ber 8. Subm
issions are due D
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ber 2. B

e sure 

to include your nam
e, address and phone m

em
ber. 

S
to

o
l e-tn

all to
 O

u
lteo

lleW
atitp

o
st.co

m
  M

 sand rorutor m
alt to

 

O
u

tlo
o

lu
ltacirb

lk, 71w
 W

astrIrrg
to

o
 P

o
n

t, I IS
O

 15ttt S
treet, N

W
, 

11to
O

tio
rto

o
 D

C
 20071-5530. 

IT'S 
YO

UR 
TURN 

rt.xstt 4T
, 

vartedy rrP
orlrF

G
eotge 	

' 	
- 

„
w

on  rest reporter E
rre 

therr of "M
irage, "a history 

4,0-m
inction w

ars to be 	
• 

rs B
ooks/R

andom
 !louse.  

171S
A

P
*11 , 1111at iC

9 

M
ary M

eG
rory is on narration. H

er 

(011111111 W
ilt resum

e W
h
e
n
 S

h
e
 

retu
rn

s. 

N
ovem

ber 22, 1963 
W

hy lie N
eed the Real H

istory of the Kennedy Assassination 

B
y Jefferson M

orley.  

A
F

T
E

R
 33 years the discussion of the K

en-

nedy assassination is stuck betw
een the 

m
y
th

 o
f th

e lo
n
e n

u
t" an

d
 th

e m
y
th

 o
f 

conspiracy. T
he huge accum

ulation of facts about 

N
ov. 22, 1963 am

ounts to som
ething m

ore than 

trivia but less than historical truth. C
onsensus, 

after a third of a century, rem
ains elusive. 

Indeed, since the bitter debate around O
liver 

S
tone's conspiratorial 1991 film

 "JF
K

," the very 

idea of a consensus history of the K
ennedy assas-

sination has sounded quaint. In general, the no-

tion that one version of history can suit all par-

ties concerned has becom
e em

battled since the 

cultural convulsions of the 1960s. In the particu-

lar case of the m
urdered president. w

hat possible 

telling could possibly satisfy all? A
 m

ajority of 

Jefferson M
orley is an editor in the O

utlook 

sretion of T
he icashington P

ast. T
his article 

first appeared to the A
A

A
: Q

uarterly, published 
by the A

ssassination A
rchives and R

esearch 
C

enter in W
ashington, D

.C
. 

A
m

ericans, according to polls. are convinced or 

strongly suspect there w
as a conspiracy. M

any 

leading opinion m
akers at new

s m
edia organira-

bons and som
e historians assure us that there is 

no credible evidence of such. A
nd never the 

tw
ain shall m

eet. 
Y

et w
e are closer than ever to having a firm

 

factual basis for an assassination consensus. T
h

e 

JF
K

 A
ssassination R

ecords 
A

ct, 
passed unani-

m
ously by C

ongress in 1992, has resulted in the 

release of hundreds of thousands of pages of as-

sassination-related docum
ents since 1993. A

 

five-m
em

ber civilian review
 hoard, under the ca-

pable leadership of a federal judge, John T
im

-
h
eim

. h
as o

rd
ered

 th
e d

isclo
su

re o
f an

o
th

er 

2,000 docum
ents. T

he board continues to take 

depositions and to pursue records that the F
B

I. 

the C
IA

, the N
ational Security A

gency and other 

federal entities rant to keep secret. 
S

till, m
any tough-m

inded partisans w
ho have 

dom
inated both sides of the JFK

 debate for years 

say that seeking assassination consensus is a 

fool's errand' T
he conspirai y theorists fo

r th
e 

See K
EN

N
ED

Y
, C

Z, C
ol 1 

"4
"

''"
 	

"^
" 401,1 	

alltd O
 R

e 4:11K
W

.13(11Q
 

arm
) m

q 'sionqx ,utt ;m
int.%

 R
I:arid 01 m

aul m
em

 :Im
 '111.1111 JO

! .M
ill 	

km
,  ft"' ,`" 	

'"^
10  "

"
'"

'"
 	

"
 



.._,______ 
lolled 4 not the only oar the most 
important reason for this decline. 
But it surely has played a role. 
Reaching a common understanding 
about the causal chain of events 
leading to Kennedy's murder would 

, be an important symbolic step to-
ward restoring faith in American de-
MCCraCY. 

We should net bother to reach a 
-consensus out of fear that hypotheti-
cal persons complicit in President 
Kennedy's murder are a menace to 
democracy today. This is the para-
noid ;maim It might have been a 
highly plausible feeling in the tumult 
of the '60s and '70s and a useful cor-
rective to the patriotic excesses of 

-the '80's. But, with the end of the 
Cold War, assassination paranoia, 

'justify. With the Cold War over. we 
hie assassination secrecy, is hard to 

:should be confident enough as a 
country to Lice our once-secret his-
tory—without prejudice, denial or 
paranoia. 

W . 	e need to take stock of what 
the nation's confusion and 

- 	doubt about Kennedy's 
murder means. When CBS News 
pollsters found that 49 percent of 

	

I 

	

people surveyed in 1993 said they 
..believed the CIA was ievolved in the 
Remedy aaeassination, they are not 
weighing in with finely-tuned assess-  
meat of the evidence about what heap 
pined in Dallas that day. Rather. the 
peopie are using the Kennedy assissi-
malice to dramatize their suspicions of 
the most secretive components of the 
national security bureaucracy. These 
susticious =time to resonate today; 
witness bow willing stare people axe 
to believe allegations that the CIA 

	

cc 	foisted the at cocaine epidemic on 

	

N. 	America in the 1980s. Dismissal of 
.such fears is a star-Car redPe for 
.deep rig popular contempt for the af. 
already math-abused democratic pro-
cess. St 

The view at many national media kit 
commeutators is that the Amen.= sir 
people are slightly paranoid. irrational-tic 
Ty suspicious of their government, 

	

tie 	
miskxl by demagogues. This view is 
particularly evident in the comments 

	

tar 	
Cl leading East Coast jeurnalists over 

	

tat 	
the years. From retired Washington 
Post editor Ben Bradlee to CBS an- 
(Inman Dan Rather. from cense:sa- sec 
t:roe columnist George WM to liberal 

	

fir. 	
scribe Andeciy Lewis; from the late 

try 	
leftist, muckraloar L.F. Stone to the Ce 
right-wing philosopher William F  
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A civilian review 
board continues to 
take depositions and 
to pursue records 
that the FBI, CIA 
and other federal 
entities want to 
keep secret. 

be a lone our but Eastwood angrily 
realizes that the agency bears insti-
tutional responsibility for hint. This 
rumination on the legacy of Nov. 22. 
1963 in the guise of a multiplex ac-
tion thriller was a huge hit. 

When serious journalists have ven-
tared into this tricky territory to pre-
sent and analyze new evidence made 
public since 1993. they have gotten 
comparatively little attention. For 

emunPle- -(414-1.1113a: a provoc-
ative book oy journalists Ray and 
Mary LaFontaine of Dallas. was pub-
lished earlier this year and went un-
it...N.-ewe...1 anywhere in the national 
media. Maybe T am biased because I 
edited an article the LaFontaines 
wrote for Outlook about their find-
ings. But the judicious findings of Ev-
an Thomas. the Washington bureau 
chief of Newsweek and an conspiracy 
theonst, also attracted little com-
ment. 

In his recent book about the CLN. 
"The Very Best Men." Thomas Laid 
out the sometimes curious actions of 
top CL-1 officials before and after 


