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W
h

at if y
o

u
 

could go back in 
tim

e and w
itness 

th
e ev

en
ts lead

-
ing up to the as-
sa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

f 
P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
 

F
. K

ennedy? 
T

hat's the subjec' of a fascinat-
ing com

puter gam
e. "G

uardians 
o
f In

fin
ity

: T
o
 S

av
e K

en
n
ed

y
" 

(P
arag

o
n
 S

o
ftw

are, 4
1
2
-8

3
8
- 

1166). 

T
he gam

e (for IB
M

, $45) be-
gins in the year 2087, w

hen the 
"tim

e co
n
tin

u
u
m

" is sp
in

n
in

g
 

out of control. T
he w

hole m
ess 

b
eg

an
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 p
h

y
sicist 

A
dam

 C
ooper, the day K

ennedy 
w

as assassinated. 
A

s a "tem
p

o
ral p

h
y

sicist." 
your m

ission is to travel back to 
F

rid
ay

. N
o

v
, 1

5
. 1

9
6

3
, an

d
 d

o
 

n
o
th

in
g
 sh

o
rt o

f alterin
g
 th

e 
course of history. Y

ou have one 
w

eek to stop the m
urder. 

It's n
o
t so

 easy
. A

 stran
g
er 

can
't ju

st w
alk

 u
p

 to
 th

e p
resi-

d
e
n

t o
f th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s -
especially a stranger w

ho claim
s 

he com
es from

 the future. 
T

h
e p

ath
 to

 su
ccess in

 th
E

 
gam

e is to send your five agents 
(th

e "g
u
ard

ian
s o

f in
fin

ity
") to

 
m

eet and "talk" w
ith people w

l'o 
influence the life of the president. 
T

h
e ch

aracters o
f L

B
J, Jack

ie. 
B

o
b
b
y
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
, .1

. E
d
g
a
r 

H
oover, P

eter L
aw

ford, L
ee H

ar-
vey O

sw
ald and 120 others are 

depicted in the gam
e. 

If your agents aren't arrested, 
k

id
n

ap
p

ed
 o

r k
illed

 alo
n

g
 th

e 
w

ay, you'll get to m
eet w

ith P
resi- 

dent K
ennedy him

self. Y
ou have 

just 15 m
inutes to convince the 

president in a dram
atic face-to-

face m
eeting that you are from

 a 
d
ista

n
t c

e
n
tu

ry
 a

n
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

should cancel his trip to D
allas. 

F
.J. L

ennon. one of the design-
ers o

f "G
u
ard

ian
s o

f In
fin

ity
," 

w
as born the sam

e year K
ennedy 

w
as shot. 
"W

e thought it w
ould m

ake an 
interesting gam

e to com
bine fic- 

tio
n

 w
ith

 an
 actu

al h
isto

rical 
event," he said. "W

e w
anted to 

com
bine a 'M

ission Im
possible'- 

ty
p
e th

em
e w

ith
 a b

ig
 ev

en
t" _

 
T

o do it right, L
ennon and his 

team
 of gam

e designers spent a 
year com

bing the L
ibrary of C

on- 
gress, the N

ational A
rchives and 

th
e JF

K
 L

ib
rary

 in
 B

o
sto

n
 fo

r 
everything about K

ennedy and 
the assassination they could get 
their hands on. 

T
he painstaking research that 

has gone into the project show
s. 

W
hile you fight to change history, 

you hardly notice that you're get-
ting a pretty good history lesson, 
too. 

B
ut, recently, dram

atization in 
telev

isio
n

 n
ew

s sto
ries h

as b
e-

co
m

e a co
n
tro

v
ersial su

b
ject. 

W
ith

 "G
u
ard

ian
s o

f In
fin

ity
." 

w
e're now

 getting dram
atization 

in com
puter softw

are. Is "docu-
softw

are" a dangerous distortion 
of real events? 

It's d
o
u
b
tfu

l th
a
t a

n
y
o
n
e
 

w
ould take a fantasy like "G

uard-
ians of Infinity" seriously as his-
torical fact B

ut, the potential for 
problem

s is there. T
here is noth-

ing to stop a softw
are publisher 

from
 releasing a program

 about 
A

m
erican history, for instance, 

that is biased in favor of the com
-

pany's political philosophy. 

T
im

e trav
el is a su

b
ject th

at 
continues to captivate us. A

nd, 
the idea of going back to try to 
p
rev

en
t th

e m
o
st m

em
o
rab

le 
tragedy of our tim

e is irresistible. 
"G

uardians of Infinity" is a fasci-
nating blend of fact and fiction. 

Y
o

u
 n

ev
er actu

ally
 fin

d
 o

u
t 

w
h

o
 sh

o
t JF

K
, an

d
 th

e g
am

e 
doesn't play politics. B

ut, it does 
reject the W

arren C
om

m
ission's 

"sin
g
le b

u
llet" th

eo
ry

. If y
o
u
r 

p
lan

 is to
 g

o
 b

ack
 in

 tim
e an

d
 

sim
ply kill L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. 

fo
r ex

am
p
le, th

e assassin
atio

n
 

still occurs. 
"I definitely believe there w

as 
m

o
re th

an
 o

n
e g

u
n

m
an

," said
 

L
ennon. "O

sw
ald m

ay have been 
o
n
e o

f th
em

, b
u
t h

e w
asn

't th
e 

only one." 

H
ot lin

e: 
N

E
C

 (3
 1

2
-8

6
0

- 
9500) has introduced "Intersect 
C

D
R

-3
5

, a p
o

rtab
le C

D
-R

O
M

 
reader. T

he unit w
eighs just 2.2 

p
o

u
n

d
s an

d
 can

 p
lay

 co
m

p
act 

co
m

p
u
ter d

isk
s w

ith
 an

y
 IB

M
 

com
patible or M

acintosh corn- save JFK
 

puler. T
h
e p

rice is 5
5
9
9
, p

lu
s 

$100-$200 for an interface.... 
O

n
e o

f th
e m

o
st in

terestin
g

 
features of S

teve Jobs' N
ext com

-
p
u
ter is "v

o
ice an

n
o
tatio

n
." 

W
hen you're w

orking on a docu-
m

ent, you can click the m
ouse 

an
d

 sp
eak

 in
to

 a m
icro

p
h

o
n

e. 
Y

o
u
r co

m
m

en
ts are reco

rd
ed

 
along w

ith the text, and can be 
p

lay
ed

 b
ack

 th
e n

ex
t tim

e y
o

u
 

look at the docum
ent. 

❑
D

 
If y

o
u

 h
av

e a p
erso

n
al co

m
-

puter at hom
e and deduct it as a 

business expense on your taxes, 
you m

ay very w
ell be risking an 

IR
S

 audit. 
"T

h
ere's a b

o
x

 y
o

u
 ch

eck
 o

n
 

y
o
u
r tax

 retu
rn

 if y
o
u
 claim

 a 
h
o
m

e-o
ffice d

ed
u
ctio

n
," said

 
T

h
o
m

as V
ick

m
an

, au
th

o
r o

f 
"H

om
e O

ffice T
ax D

eductions" 
(E

nterprise P
ublishing, $20). "I 

d
o
n
't h

av
e an

y
 ev

id
en

ce, b
u
t I 

th
in

k
 it's tru

e th
at y

o
u
 ru

n
 th

e 
risk

 o
f an

 au
d

it m
o

re th
an

 th
e 

general population w
ould." 

T
he hom

e-office phenom
enon 

has created an arm
y of A

m
eri-

cans w
ho have purchased com

-
p

u
ters to

 b
e u

sed
 at h

o
m

e fo
r 

business purposes. S
om

e people 
w

ork at hom
e and use them

 full 
tim

e. O
th

ers b
rin

g
 h

o
m

e w
o

rk
 

from
 a regular office. S

till others 
m

aintain a room
 at hom

e as an 
office and use it occasionally. 

T
he IR

S
 is sensitive to people 

cheating w
ith bogus hom

e offices, 
according to V

iekm
an, so it's im

-
p

o
rtan

t to
 u

n
d

erstan
d

 th
e tax

 
law

s fully to get every deduction 
you're entitled to and m

ake cer-
tain

 y
o
u
 d

o
n
't p

ay
 m

o
re th

an
 

your share. 
C

an you w
rite off the cost of 

D
A

N
 G

U
TM

A
N

 

`G
uardians' turns back clock in attem

pt to 



that new computer? Can you rent 

your home office to your employ-

er? Can you deduct your home 

office if you sleep in it? If you 

have an office at home or are 

thinking about starting one by the 

end of 1989, here are a few points 

to think about: 
• Your home office is only de-

ductible if it is used exclusively 

for business. Don't put an exer-

cise bicycle in the room, and 

don't use it as a second bed-

room. 
111 If you're self-employed, any-

thing you purchase to assist you 

in your business is deductible. 

Save every receipt and keep a rec-

ord of every dime coming in or 

going out. Not only will this be 

necessary in case of an audit, but 

it will also assure that you take 

every deduction you're entitled 

to. 
• It is hard to deduct the cost 

of computer equipment. If you 

use the computer 80 percent of 

the time for business and 20 per-

cent of the time to play -Leather 

Goddesses From Phobos," you 

can only deduct 80 percent of 

your computing expenses. s1;. 
• If you work for a company!  a 

computer must be "required its:a 
terldit ion_ of tftgattkien Mil 

rigritquct:Rvq90Si Pf FP' 
p oyer. 


