
H
o

o
d
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h
e trau
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ith

 u
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B
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A
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S
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N

ew
s-P

o
st S

taff 

A
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 h
isto

ry
 p

ro
fe

sso
r, G

e
ra

ld
 

M
cK

n
ig

h
t b

eliev
es in

 th
e im

p
o

rtan
ce o

f 
rem

em
b
eran

ce b
ecau

se "o
n
ly

 th
ro

u
g
h
 

m
e
m

o
ry

 c
a
n

 y
o

u
 a

ffe
c
t" w

h
a
t ta

k
e
s 

p
lace n

o
w

 an
d
 in

 th
e fu

tu
re, h

e said
. 

T
elev

isio
n

 an
d

 th
e rest o

f th
e m

ed
ia 

are d
o

in
g

 a lo
t o

f rem
em

b
erin

g
 lately

 
ab

o
u

t th
e assassin

atio
n

 2
5

 y
ears ag

o
 o

f 
Jo

h
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y

. W
h

ile D
r. M

cK
n

ig
h

t 
d

ecried
 th

e sen
satio

n
alism

, p
articu

larly
 

o
f so

m
e telev

isio
n
 sp

ecials, h
e said

 it's 
u

n
d

erstan
d

ab
le w

h
y

 p
eo

p
le still h

o
ld

 
th

is facin
atio

n
. 

"T
h
e trau

m
a stay

ed
 w

ith
 u

s," h
e said

 
fro

m
 h

is o
ffice o

n
 th

e H
o

o
d

 cam
p

u
s. 

"A
 p

resid
en

tial assassin
atio

n
 is th

e 
h
ig

h
est fo

rm
 o

f treaso
n
," D

r. M
cK

n
ig

h
t 

said
, an

d
 is an

 ev
en

t o
f su

ch
 m

ag
n

itu
d

e 
th

a
t a

 n
a
tio

n
's a

tte
n
tio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 

riv
etin

g
. T

h
ere's also

 th
e o

v
erw

h
elm

in
g
 

b
elief th

at q
u

estio
n

s still rem
ain

 ab
o

u
t 

th
at d

ay
 in

 D
allas. 

"T
h

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t is su
p

p
o

sed
 to

 set 
an

 ex
am

p
le fo

r u
s .. . th

ere sh
o
u
ld

 b
e a 

co
n

cern
 fro

m
 th

e citizen
s th

at a p
resi-

d
en

t co
u

ld
 b

e ex
ecu

ted
 an

d
 w

e d
o

n
't g

et 
satisfacto

ry
 an

sw
ers. T

h
is is v

ery
 d

is-
ru

p
tiv

e
. I th

in
k

 th
e
 ra

m
ific

a
tio

n
s o

f 
w

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

 in
 D

allas h
av

e ch
an

g
ed

 
th

is co
u
n
try

's h
isto

ry
." 

A
sid

e fro
m

 th
e h

o
rro

rs o
f h

av
in

g
 th

e 
co

u
n
try

's lead
er b

ru
tally

 k
illed

 an
d
 th

e 
seem

in
g

ly
 slo

p
p

y
 w

ay
 th

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 

w
as h

an
d

led
, D

r. M
cK

n
ig

h
t also

 to
o

k
 a 

lo
o
k
 a

t th
e
 re

m
o
v
a
l o

f "a
 d

e
c
isiv

e
 

p
o

litic
a
l p

re
se

n
c
e
 .. . y

o
u

 c
a
n

't te
ll 

w
h

at h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e d

o
n

e." 
H
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 K

en
n

ed
y
 w
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ead

in
g

 in
 th

e 
d

irectio
n

 o
f co

ex
isten

ce w
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 th
e S

o
v

iet 

U
n
io

n
 —

 th
is after th

e C
u
b
an

 m
issile 

c
risis a

n
d

 "
a
n

 in
c
re

d
ib

ly
 p

ro
lific
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o
u
n
t o
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o
n
d
en

ce" b
etw
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ie
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e
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K
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ru

sh
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h

e
v
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d

d
itio

n
 to

 p
o

lic
y

 
m

o
v
es su

ch
 as reco

g
n
itio

n
 o

f C
o
m

m
u
-

n
ist C

h
in

a, civ
il rig

h
ts refo

rm
s an

d
 a 

w
ar ag

ain
st o

rg
an

ized
 crim

e. 
"
T

h
e
 V

ie
tn

a
m

 p
o
lic

y
 w

a
s a

t th
e
 

cro
ssro

ad
s," D

r. M
cK

n
ig

h
t said

, ad
d
in

g
 

th
at d

ay
s b

efo
re th

e assassin
atio

n
 th

ere 
w

a
s ta

lk
 o

f th
e
 w

ith
d
ra

w
a
l o

f U
.S

. 
m

ilitary
 p

resen
ce. 

"A
ll th

ese th
in

g
s w

en
t rig

h
t d

o
w

n
 th

e 
tu

b
e
s a

fte
r th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 . 	

th
e 

in
k

 o
n

 th
e d

eath
 certificate w

as h
ard

ly
 

d
ry

" b
efo

re th
e "lo

n
g

 n
ig

h
t o

f V
ietn

am
" 

sta
rte

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 d

e
c
isio

n
 to

 e
sc

a
la

te
 

U
.S

. in
v
o
lv

e
m

e
n
t, h

e
 g

a
v
e
 a

s a
n
 

ex
am

p
le. 

T
h

e
 p

ro
fe

sso
r, w

h
o
 te

a
c
h
e
s a

 c
la

ss 
called

 "th
e p

o
litics o

f assassin
atio

n
," 

tu
rn

ed
 h

is atten
tio

n
 to

 th
e ram

ificatio
n
s 

o
f th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 R

ep
o
rt —

 2
6
 

v
o
lu

m
es o

f m
aterial w

h
ich

 co
n
clu

d
ed

 
th

at L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 w

as th
e so

le 
p

erp
etrato

r. "W
h

at th
e W

arren
 C

o
rn

. 
m

issio
n

 w
a
s p

e
rsu

a
d

e
d

 to
 d

o
 w

a
s to

 
co

m
e u

p
 w

ith
 a co

n
v
en

ien
t so

lu
tio

n
." 

L
eafin

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 co
p

ies o
f m

em
o

s an
d

 
re

p
o

rts su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 th

e
 c

a
se

, D
r. 

M
cK

night pulled out exam
ples of how

 he 
b
e
lie

v
e
s th

e
 in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 w

a
s in

flu
-

en
ced

 fro
m

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
. 

"H
e
re

's a
n
 F

B
I m

e
m

o
. It sa

y
s, 'w

e
 

g
o

t o
u

r m
an

.' T
h

en
 th

ere w
as C

h
arles 

B
ro

n
so

n
. N

o
, n

o
t th

e C
h
arles B

ro
n
so

n
 

ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 th
in

k
s o

f," h
e said

, rath
er a 

b
y
stan

d
er w

h
o
 w

as in
 D

allas at th
e tim

e 
o
f th

e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 a

n
d
 sn

a
p
p
e
d
 a

 p
h
o
to

 
w

h
ich

 sh
o
w

s w
h
at is b

eliev
ed

 to
 b

e a 
seco

n
d
 g

u
n
m

an
 in

 th
e b

u
ild

in
g
 w

h
ere 

O
sw

ald
 su

p
p

o
sed

ly
 fired

 th
e h

isto
ric 

sh
o

ts. 
"B

ro
n

so
n

 v
o

lu
n

teered
 th

e film
 to

 th
e 

F
B

I, b
u

t th
ey

 w
ere in

terested
 in

 L
ee 

H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 an
d

 th
e sm

o
k

in
g

 rifle. 
N

o
th

in
g
 else." 

D
r. M

cK
n
ig

h
t said

 th
e F

B
I's rep

o
rt, 

w
h

ich
 co

n
tain

ed
 less th

an
 5

0
0

 w
o

rd
s o

n
 

th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t 

O
sw

a
ld

 a
n

d
 h

is b
a
c
k

g
ro

u
n

d
, w

a
s 

fin
ish

ed
 w

ith
in

 tw
o
 w

eek
s. H

e said
 th

e 
rep

o
rt w

as leak
ed

 to
 th

e p
ress "b

efo
re 

th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 in

terv
iew

ed
 w

itn
ess 

o
n

e. W
ere th

e co
m

m
issio

n
ers b

o
x

ed
 in

? 
Y

o
u

 b
et th

ey
 w

ere." 
T

h
e co

u
n
try

's g
en

eral accep
tan

ce o
f 

th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt re

su
lte

d
 b

e
c
a
u
se

 
"w

e w
ere a n

atio
n
 th

at w
as still n

aiv
e 

. A
m

e
ric

a
's sk

e
p

tic
ism

 is m
u
c
h
  

h
ig

h
er n

o
w

." 
It w

as only w
hen serio

u
s critics o

f th
e 

,•ep
o
rt started

 g
o
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e v
o
l-

u
m

es o
f m

aterial th
at q

u
estio

n
s started

 
b
ein

g
 ask

ed
, said

 th
e p

ro
fesso

r. 
T

h
ey

 are q
u

estio
n

s th
at m

ay
 n

ev
er b

e 
an

sw
ered

, h
e said

. H
is stu

d
en

ts "p
ester 

the hell out of you about w
ho did it" and 

"a lo
t feel fru

strated
 at th

e en
d

" o
f th

e 
class, b

u
t m

an
y
 h

av
e said

 "th
ey

 learn
ed

 
m

o
re ab

o
u
t g

o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 th

is co
u
rse" 

th
an

 an
y
 o

th
er. 

D
espite the odds for never know

ing all 
th

e an
sw

ers, h
e b

eliev
es th

e case sh
o

u
ld

 
b

e reo
p

en
ed

. 

"A
m

erican
s d

eserv
e th

e b
est an

sw
er 

th
ey

 can
 g

et 2
5
 y

ears after it h
ap

p
en

ed
. 

W
e d

eserv
e it." 


