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S
S

A
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A
TIO

N
: 

B
arry G

oldw
ater: "I knew

 him
 as a close friend and I had real-

ly looked forw
ard to running against him

....) had no stom
ach for 

running against L
yndon Johnson...lack and I talked about a 

cam
paign...travelling together...like politicians should do....T

hat 
w

ould have been im
possible w

ith L
yndon Johnson and it w

as." 

Jim
m

y C
arter: "I w

alked into m
y w

arehouse to w
eigh a load of 

grain. I w
as told by a group of farm

ers that the P
resident had 

been shot. I w
ent outside, knell on the steps, and began to pray. 

It w
as a grievous personal loss....I w

ept openly for the first tim
e 

in 10 years - for the first tim
e since the day m

y ow
n father died." 

D
aniel Inouye: "I w

as in
 the area o

f th
e S

en
ate ch

am
-

bers...w
hen the bulletins from

 D
allas appeared....) realized that 

the presiding officer of the Senate w
as Senator T

ed K
ennedy. I 

im
m

ediately dispatched a page to tell Senator K
ennedy to leave 

the rostrum
 for a m

atter of utm
ost em

ergency. It w
as then that 

Senator K
ennedy learned of his brothers shooting." 

R
ay G

andolf: "I w
as glued to the set absorbing one incredible 

detail after another. O
sw

ald shoots O
fficer T

ippits, he's cap-
tured, R

uby kills him
. It w

as like being hit repeatedly by M
arvin 

H
agler....W

e lost a lot that day, but not our balance." 

Tom
 B

rokaw
: "M

y im
m

ediate reaction w
as a m

ixture of per-
sonal grief and professional urgency. I had to get the story on 
the air." 

John H
ousem

an: "I rem
em

ber drifting out onto Fifth A
venue 

w
here drivers sat frozen behind the w

heels of their buses and 
taxis and pedestrians stared at one another or talked in be-
w

ildered w
hispers." 

B
etty W

hite: "F
our days before John F

. K
ennedy w

as assas-
sinated, m

y father died. T
hat w

hole w
eek is a confused m

ixture 
of saying goodbye to tw

o fine m
en. I loved them

 both in different 
w

ays, and appreciate the chance to say so.' 
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It w
as 12:30 P.M

. C
ST

 on N
ovem

ber 22, 1963 w
hen President 

K
ennedy w

as assassinated in D
allas. W

ord of that tragedy 
spread quickly throughout the w

orld, and for anyone w
ho heard 

that shocking new
s, that m

om
ent is frozen in tim

e. N
ow

, tw
en-

ty five years later, m
ore than 250 prom

inent A
m

ericans recall 
—

 in their ow
n w

ords —
their w

hereabouts w
hen they heard the 

new
s, and their reactions to it. T

aken together, these m
em

oirs 
offer a unique historical record of how

 our nation reacted to the 
new

s that P
resident K

ennedy had been assassinated. 

In D
allas, new

sm
en R

obert M
acN

eil and D
ouglas K

iker 
rem

em
ber their coverage of the story of the century, w

hile Jim
 

W
right, L

arry O
'B

rien, and Jack V
alenti recount the horror as 

the new
s spread through the presidential m

otorcade. 

B
ack in W

ashington, T
ed K

ennedy w
as presiding in the Senate 

w
hen D

aniel Inouye sum
m

oned him
 from

 the rostrum
 to tell him

 
of his brother's death. G

overnm
ent officials scram

bled to get 
back to the capital. B

arry G
oldw

ater, already the R
epublican 

frontrunner for 1964, w
as in in the M

idw
est w

hen w
ord reached 

him
, and he lam

ented the possibility of running against L
yndon 

Johnson. 

A
lso in W

ashington, C
harles M

athias recalls the services held 
for the fallen P

resident. S
park M

atsunaga fell to his knees in 
prayer, and A

lexander H
alg suspected S

oviet involvem
ent. 

R
ush to Judgem

ent author M
ark L

ane w
as returning from

 
C

ourt, and "feared that am
bitious N

eanderthals..,w
ould im

peril 
at of us w

ho share this planet." 

O
rville F

reem
an, w

ho w
as enroute to T

okyo w
ith D

ean R
usk 

w
hen they received w

ord that the P
resident had been shot in 

the head, recalls thinking, 1 have been shot in the head and 
cam

e through it ok." 

G
eorge B

ush w
as speaking to a K

iw
anis C

lub in T
exas, M

ichael 
D

ukakis w
as returning from

 lunch in B
oston, Jim

m
y C

arter w
as 

at this w
arehouse in P

lains, and W
illiam

 C
asey w

as in N
ew

 
Y

ork C
ity. A

s P
at R

obertson w
itnessed Jack R

uby shoot L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald, he felt that the expression on O

sw
ald's face 

"reflected a group of conspirators, not just a lone gunm
an." 
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