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T
he 1977-1978 probe by the 
H

ouse S
elect C

om
m

ittee on 
A

ssassin
atio

n
s d

ro
p

p
ed

 a 
	

 bom
bshell on D

ec. 29, 1978. 
It an

n
o

u
n

ced
 th

at its ju
st co

n
-

cluded $5.8 m
illion investigation in-

dicated that P
resident K

ennedy w
as 

"probably assassinated as the result 
of a conspiracy." 

W
hile the W

arren R
eport stated 

th
at th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 tw
o
, p

o
ssib

ly
 

th
ree sh

o
ts fired

 at M
r. K

en
n
ed

y
's 

m
o

to
rcad

e —
 all fro

m
 th

e T
ex

as 
S

chool B
ook D

epository building -
th

e H
o

u
se co

m
m

ittee co
n

clu
d

ed
 

there w
as a 95 percent certainty that 

a fourth shot had been fired from
 in 

front of the m
otorcade. 

T
he com

m
ittee proudly pointed to 

a 15-year-old D
allas police D

ictabelt 
w

h
ich

, it claim
ed

, h
eld

 reco
rd

ed
 

p
ro

o
f o

f th
e activ

ities fo
r sev

eral 
m

inutes follow
ing the N

ov. 22, 1963, 
shooting. 

Im
m

ed
iately

 D
allas p

o
lice o

ffi-
cials ch

arg
ed

 th
at th

e co
n

clu
sio

n
s 

w
ere b

ased
 o

n
 false assu

m
p

tio
n

s; 
that the sounds had not com

e from
 

th
e D

ealey
 P

laza area, w
h

ere th
e 

p
resid

en
t w

as sh
o
t, an

d
 th

at th
e 

co
m

m
ittee h

ad
 m

iscalcu
lated

 th
e 

tim
e on the tape. 

T
he portion of tape scrutinized by 

the com
m

ittee experts, charged D
al-

las P
o

lice C
ap

t. Jam
es E

. B
o

w
les, 

began a full m
inute after the shots, 

so
 an

y
 "im

p
u

lses" o
r o

th
er n

o
ise 

could not have been shots that killed 
the president. 

A
ccording to the H

ouse com
m

it- 

tee, th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 a rad

io
 tran

s-
m

itter m
alfunction on a m

otorcycle 
d
riv

en
 b

y
 D

allas P
o
lice S

g
t. Jo

h
n
 

M
cL

ain, w
ho that day w

as riding a 
few

 yards behind and to the left of 
M

r. K
ennedy's lim

ousine. 
A

s S
gt. M

cL
ain pressed his radio 

b
u

tto
n

 to
 ch

eck
 in

 w
ith

 th
e d

is-
p

atch
er seco

n
d

s b
efo

re th
e first 

shots rang out, com
m

ittee investiga-
tors claim

ed, it stuck in the open po-
sition, allow

ing a com
plete record-

in
g
 o

f th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 fran

tic few
 

m
inutes. 
A

 first study of the D
ictabelt tape 

—
 w

hich had been played num
erous 

tim
es in

 1
9
6
3
 an

d
 1

9
6
4
 b

y
 C

ap
t. 

B
ow

les, then a sergeant, as he labo-
riously prepared a transcript of all 
radio com

m
unications on N

ov. 22 for 
the W

arren C
om

m
ission —

 w
as said 

to hold indications of four shots. 
A

 50-50 chance, said D
r. Jam

es E
. 

B
arger, speaking for the acoustics 

team
 at B

olt, B
eranek &

 N
ew

m
an of 

C
am

bridge, M
ass. 

N
ot satisfied w

ith that answ
er -

an
d

 alread
y

 fo
rced

 to
 accep

t th
e 

W
arren R

eport's conclusions on vir- 
tually every other im

portant contro-
versial area —

 the com
m

ittee sent 
the B

arger results off to a second set 
of acoustical experts, Q

ueens C
ol-

lege P
rofessor M

ark W
eiss and his 

assistan
t, E

rn
est A

sch
k
en

asy
, fo

r 
"refinem

ent." 
T

hirteen days before the com
m

it-
tee w

as to w
ind up and accept the 

staff's p
relim

in
ary

 rep
o
rt statin

g
 

that it had found no evidence of con-
spiracy, the second set of acoustical 
experts reported. A

 w
eek later, on 

D
ec. 29, less than a w

eek before the 
com

m
ittee w

as scheduled to end its 

w
o

rk
, M

essrs. W
eiss an

d
 A

sch
-

kenasy provided the specifics. 
"It is o

u
r co

n
clu

sio
n
," said

 M
r. 

W
eiss at the packed hearing, "that as 

a result of very careful analysis, it 
appears that w

ith a probability of 95 
percent or better, there w

as, indeed, 
a shot fired from

 the grassy knoll." 
H

e explained that w
hile the actual 

sh
o

ts co
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e h
eard

 o
n

 th
e 

D
ictabelt, the enhanced studies pin-

pointed all sorts of im
pulses, echoes 

and reverberations. 
G

ary
 C

o
rn

w
ell, d

ep
u

ty
 ch

ief 
counsel, led M

r. W
eiss over his m

eth-
odology: 

M
r. C

o
rn

w
ell: "Y

o
u
 said

 y
o
u
 

n
eed

ed
 to

 k
n

o
w

 th
e so

u
rce o

f th
e 

sound, the location of the source of 
th

e so
u

n
d

, an
d

 th
e lo

catio
n
 o

r ap
-

p
ro

x
im

ate lo
catio

n
 o

f th
e m

o
to

r-
cy

cle. D
o

 I u
n

d
erstan

d
 fro

m
 th

at 
that w

hat you are saying is you need 
to know

 a general area in w
hich to 

begin m
aking your calculations?" 

M
r. W

eiss: "T
hat is correct. T

hat 
is w

hat I m
eant. A

s I said, I assum
ed 

that the m
otorcycle w

ould have been 
som

ew
here in the vicinity of m

icro-
phone 4, 

fo
r ex

am
p
le, w

h
ich

 w
as 

d
o
w

n
 o

n
 E

lm
 S

treet in
 th

e ex
p
eri-

m
ent perform

ed by D
r. B

arger." 
M

r. W
eiss pinpointed w

ithin five 
feet w

here the shooter had to have 
been and said the shot w

as obviously 
a rifle shot. 

"W
e tried

 v
ery

 h
ard

 to
 tak

e in
to

 
acco

u
n

t ev
ery

 p
o

ssib
le th

in
g

 th
at 

m
ight affect the accuracy of our pre-

dictions," he said. 
L

ater th
at d

ay
 th

e co
m

m
ittee 

called S
gt. M

cL
ain. H

e testified that 
all he could rem

em
ber hearing w

as 
th

e v
o

ice o
f C

h
ief o

f P
o

lice Jesse 

C
urry ordering officers to P

arkland 
H

ospital. H
e pointed out the position 

o
f h

is m
o

to
rcy

cle in
 D

ealey
 P

laza 
that day and said he recalled hearing 
only one shot. 

S
g

t. M
cL

ain
 ag

reed
 th

at if h
is 

m
icrophone had been stuck, no radio 

contact could have been received by 
that m

otorcycle, causing som
e spec-

ulation as to how
 he could have heard 

C
hief C

urry at all. 

S
gt. M

cL
ain then w

as approached 
w

ith a theory that perhaps he heard 
C

h
ief C

u
rry

's co
m

m
an

d
 fro

m
 an

-
other m

otorcycle close by. 

"W
ould that have been possible?" 

he w
as asked by counsel. 

"Y
es sin" he replied. 

W
h

ile th
e 1

9
7

8
 co

n
g

ressio
n

al 
b
o
m

b
sh

ell w
as h

ailed
 as a v

icto
ry

 
fo

r th
e leg

io
n
 o

f co
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
-

rists, m
any of w

hom
 had staked their 

rep
u

tatio
n

s o
n

 sh
o

ts co
m

in
g

 fro
m

 
the front of the presidential m

otor-
cade —

 it unleashed sharp criticism
 

fro
m

 C
ap

t. B
o

w
les in

 D
allas, th

e 
m

an
 m

o
st k

n
o
w

led
g
eab

le ab
o
u
t 

com
m

unications that day. 

"T
hat just can't be," snapped C

apt. 
B

ow
les. 

H
e claim

ed the m
otorcycle w

ith 
the open m

ike w
as not S

gt. M
cL

ain's, 
near the T

exas S
chool B

ook D
eposi-

tory building, but a m
otorcycle sta-

tioned near the T
rade M

art. 

S
gt. M

cL
ain, w

ho had never heard 
the tape before his W

ashington testi-
m

ony, agreed. 

"N
o w

ay that could have been m
y 

m
ike open," he said. 


