
cents, could anyone have been com
pletely surprised 

that "Fatal D
eception: M

rs. L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald" 
w

as N
B

C
's second-low

est-rated M
onday m

ovie this 
season? O

r that "W
K

.: R
eckless Y

outh" w
as m

et w
ith 

alm
ost total disinterest? 

Or
H

E
 SA

D
 A

SPE
C

T
 O

F A
L

L
 T

H
IS is that those 

involved in these productions —
 for all their toil 

and sw
eat —

 never really had a chance. T
he 

public w
as clearly so overstuffed w

ith rem
iniscing 

about JFK
 that their only desire w

as to pull out of the 
netw

ork m
otorcade. 

T
hen again, overkill is hardly a rare experience on 

T
V

. N
ew

sm
agazines, local new

s, talkshow
s and tab-

loid syndicated fare have blithely pushed forw
ard on 

topics like M
ichael Jackson, A

m
y Fisher and the 

M
enendez case, rehashing the sam

e stories and sub-
ject m

atter again and again, each tim
e acting as if 

they've rediscovered the w
orld. 

O
ne m

ight chalk it up to hubris —
 the assum

ption 
that everyone else can do a topic, but w

e
 can do it 

better —
 or sim

ply a lack of creativity, courage and 
im

agination. 
W

hy creativity? B
ecause it didn't take a genius to 

figure out that 30 years from
 N

ov. 22,1963, w
ould be 

view
ed as a m

ilestone. W
hy im

agination? B
ecause no 

one really added anything new
 to the JFK

legend w
ith 

their program
m

ing. W
hy courage? B

ecause it w
ould 

have taken guts to be the netw
ork n

o
t offering a 

program
 to m

ark the assassination, particularly if one 
of the other guys scored big w

ith its entry. 
T

hat bandw
agon-chasing and outright cannibalism

 
underscores w

hat can go w
rong w

ith the netw
orks' 

decision-m
aking, w

hich often involves churning D
ist 

derivative program
s w

hen it's obvious that view
ers are 

getting enough of that type of m
aterial —

 if not on that 

!Oiling off viewer interest: a conspiracy theory 
O

N
C

E
 A

G
A

IN
, T

E
L

E
V

IS
IO

N
 H

A
S

 D
IS

C
O

V
-

E
R

E
D

 the hard w
ay that view

ers can get too 
m

uch of a good thing, as the flood of JFK
-

inspired fare this m
onth backfired on program

m
ers. 

T
he crow

ning blow
 cam

e Sunday, w
hen A

B
C

's 
tw

o - parter "JFK
: R

eckless Y
outh" arrived w

ith a 
rem

arkable w
him

per —
 delivering the w

orst rating 
ever for the opening installm

ent of a netw
ork m

inis-
eries during the regular season. 

If broadcast in a vacuum
, the slickly produced m

ulti-
parter m

ight very w
ell have captured an audience. U

n-
fortunately, "R

eckless Y
outh" arrived as part of a crush 

of program
s com

m
em

orating the 30th anniversary of 
the K

ennedy assassination, including —
 all w

ithin a 10-
day period —

 a L
arry K

ing special and a repeat of the 
docum

entary "Four D
ays in N

ovem
ber," a new

 
"Frontline" docum

entary, an N
B

C
 m

ovie from
 the 

point of view
 of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald's w

idow
, and a pair 

of tw
o-hour C

B
S specials on K

ennedy that aired last 
W

ednesday and Friday. 
A

dd to that the four-hour P
B

S
 docum

entary "T
he 

K
ennedys," w

hich played in Septem
ber, and last 

sum
m

er's taw
dry U

 SA
 netw

ork m
ovie'  M

arilyn &
 

B
obby: H

er Final A
ffair." E

ven "A
 W

alton T
hanks-

giving R
eunion" —

 w
hich m

any turned to as an 
alternative to "R

eckless Y
outh" —

 carried a 
K

ennedy assassination them
e. 

C
B

S view
ers w

ere at least spared a possible 
W

ednesday-through-Friday j FK
 hat trick by the 

three-hour T
hursday finale of "R

eturn to L
onesom

e 
D

ove." T
he only tricks m

issed last w
eek w

ould have 
been broadcasts of O

liver Stone's "JFK
" and L

erner 
&

 L
oew

e's "C
am

elot." 
in fact, throw

 together the program
s m

entioned 
above, N

B
C

's upcom
ing m

iniseries based on Joe 
M

cG
inniss' book about T

ed K
ennedy and such past 

m
iniseries as "T

he K
ennedys of M

assachusetts" 
(1990) and "A

 W
om

an N
am

ed Jackie" ('91), and C
B

S 
could w

ell have found its solution to that retransm
ission 

consent conundrum
 —

 K
FC

: T
he K

ennedy Fam
ily 

C
hannel H

ow
 could any cable system

 resist? 
Just scanning local listings, w

ithout even w
itness-

ing last w
eek's cavalcade ofbad N

ew
 E

ngland ac- 

netw
ork in that tim

e period, then elsew
here. 

N
E

T
W

O
R

K
S M

A
K

E
 SIM

IL
A

R
 M

IST
A

K
E

S in
 

their conventional scheduling m
oves, m

ost re-
cently in the high-testosterone posturing by 

A
B

C
 and N

B
C

 over the scheduling of "L
ois &

 C
lark: 

T
he N

ew
 A

dventures of Superm
an" vs. "seaQ

uest 
D

S V
" at 8 p.m

. S unday. T
he "w

e w
on't blink first" 

m
indset, w

hich began even before lineups w
ere an-

nounced last spring, has seem
ingly prevented both 

show
s from

 breaking out to becom
e the larger night-

building, franchise-type hits they m
ight have been. 

G
ranted, flagrant program

m
ing overlap suc-

ceeded once w
ith the three A

m
y Fisher m

ovies, but 
don't bet on it hap-
pening again soon. 
B

ased on a sm
atter-

ing of past exercises 
in duplication, 
there's every reason 
to believe the 
"L

ong Island L
oli-

ta" case w
as an 

anom
aly —

 an al-
luring m

ix of baw
dy 

elem
ents and "did he or didn't he?" skepticism

 that 
landed in the public's lap at just the right tim

e. 
W

hat all this im
itation, cloning and convergent 

evolution really does is exhibit disdain for the view
ers' 

intelligence —
 the belief that those rubes out there 

w
ill gobble up w

hatever's fed them
. T

he sam
e m

ental-
ity leads to cookie-cutter m

ovie sequels, but at least 
those are adequately spaced to provide the illusion of 
som

ething new
. W

ith the J FK
 hysteria of the past few

 
w

eeks, T
V

 hasn't even m
ade the pretense of show

ing 
such m

arketing savvy. 
T

he public tends to forgive such m
edia excesses, 

but that doesn't m
ean they'll indulge all of them

. So 
w

hen the seem
ingly inevitable second, third and per-

haps even fourth M
enendez telefilm

 splashes across 
the dial, don't be surprised if view

ers grasp their 
rem

ote controls firm
ly and just say "no." 

The public was so 
overstuffed w

ith JFK 
shows that their only 
desire was to pull out of 
the w

eb m
otorcade. 
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