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JFK MEMORIES

Peace Corps recruits
remember Kennedy

A 24-hour vigil for the Peace Corps — called Presidant
| Kennedy's hvmg legacy —ends at noon foday in the Capitol
Rotunda in Washington. Sponsored by the National Council
of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, it featured mdings
| from volunteer’s joumak (Today’s Debate, 124) i

He elicited idealism instead of cymﬂsm

“Dear President Kennedy,

“I look longingly to the
year — more than a quarter
of a century ago — when
you appealed to. our better
instincts and elicited ideal~
ism instead of cynicismand
opportunism. When you ut-
tered the much-quoted ‘Ask
not what your country can -
do for you; ask what you can
do for your country,’ you

‘were wise enough fo pro-
vide us with some answers,
One ... was the Peace - |
Corps, which [ think has
benefited our couniry as

. much as ifs host countries

Tim Murphy, USA TODAY -~ by giving us a larger per-

MARTIN: Corps benefited spective and teaching us to

! USA as well as others think globally." i

Tina Martin of San ancnsco
Served in Tonga.

Isolated tribe knew, hohored presxdent

“My wife, Elizabeth, and I worked as a nurse. and puhlic
health volunteer in Andhra Pradesh, India. These tribal
people lived a very isolated and independent life, The mod-
ern world rarely, and then only barely, ever touched themf

“But they did know of John Fitzgerald Kennedy. On. aL
| least one very vivid and most memorable accasion, I was -
ushered into a hut. .. to see a photograph of Kennedy occu-
pying a place of honor on their earthen wall. Because we
were viewed as friends of John Kennedy ascmldren orhis

. our job was made | Easler. = Sl =r s

Jim Hagan, Santal‘.’ruz.(:aiji Servedmmdfa,




“Mr. President: 2

“Newspapers in the Domjnj R
page photographs of black d
with dogs and water hoses. The s

spnere.Marcosbmlheraskedavmy@mmg
£0 to your country, will they ttunwswwatm

“MyPeaceCnrpsexpeﬂm: ce began i

from race having a place in my life. For over twi ym
saIaWyer.cluzen.cnurchmaa,andmwjudge. _have
worked for racial and eccnomicgjusﬁm :

Melfzer--A. Morgan Jr., %
Servedin Daminican Repnbli

Entry dated Nuv. 22, 1963:
“Ron Kraus came
through the door saying,
‘President Kennedy is
dead.” Our shouts of denial |
did nothing to make the mo-
ment seem any more real.
“Ilaid awake feeling sick, -
listened to the hyenas hol-
lering ... and the erying of
sick children. The sounds of
the world seemed to contin-
ue, but I felt that I not only
had lost a rudder that gave
us direction, but lost a part .
of (myself).”" ; [

"I‘helamplsstilllit’mcorps_

“Dear President Kennedy,
"Wewereaskedbythelslamlcdtyofmram

er re-introducing volunteers o the university. In 1962, these

voluntee:shadhelpedbmldﬂmmzvmmﬂandthemmmr
remembered each of them in great detail.

"Yuutaugmme...matweliveonmroughmrmnnibw :
tions. We didn't lose you 25 years ago, you live on through

the ideals of the Peace Corps. The lamp is still it."
Larry Foley, Bethesda, Md. -

Served in India and the Philippines. i

Around the world
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