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death of Lancer. Now, more  second tour of duty in Vietnam.
than ever, John F. Kennedy's Ebminceandthepamw
Secret Service code name - knew & ;

otdymgmakaﬁm}ongmnnd mtsinghnrrab_l‘heUSAm - dragon after another. Under
somewhere in the flames of au- _ that long-ago, magic season _ Lancer, beliel was operative,
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tmm earliest antiquity to the what they could do for this years. The Romans :
present hour, perhaps . country and for mankind. that the best*death is TR0
except what the world ~ When Lancer decreed men  which is unexpegtted, cold com-
during the Crusades can com- upouthemoom,justnsﬁ:m fort to be sure, But swe .
pare. For example, during his = Lerner's Cantelot that inex- laceyetanothm-winmwim-
‘cruelly interrupted tenure in 'pt&slblyramasﬁc-m&adem [ =
the White House, Vietnam was  as good as 'done, and we' age to hope that the spring
a symbol not of defeat, but of acmeve_dwoﬂdascmdancyln tides of those worthy ambitions
freedom hnpetﬁed.,ﬁap_t,,‘l;om:' -space. . with which he imbued the USA
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frhﬂdo!’mlm.,volunteeredim' since he was taken fromus, his  prevail.
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PmUMlaMm Evidmo!Con—
- spiracy, by Robert B. Cutler. Alleges thatan
accomplice to

: meassassinaﬁoncarﬂeda
‘-bladtunbralla. ;

P T;‘:e Great Expactaﬁms John C ]
mﬂgsgwamas Reston Jr., to be published
in{ SmasmatOswald may have been
aiming at Connally, then governor of Texas.




BESSIE RIVERS GRAYSON
63, college professor
Huntsville, Ala.

1 was an associate libi :
ata college in Little Rock, Ark.,
_and was in my office when the
news came over the radio that
President Kennedy had been
shot, There were other peopie
“in the library, and we began to
express sorrow that it hap-
pened. Momentarily, the news
came that he died. That's when
we started crying.

=

=

At an employee union meet-
ing when someone came in the
room and announced that
President Kennedy had been
shot in Dallas. We had been
discussing mundane matters
such as contract violations, and
the news made those matters

seem so small. 1 watched the
entire rehash all evening on

television.

VOICES FROM ACROSS THE USA/Where were you when you

~ SUSAN HELM, 44
_ Real estate broker

Harrisburg, Pa.

At the time, I worked for
Blue Cross. Someone called in
and told us the news. Everyone
was totally stunned. We didn't
go home, but I don't think we
got any work done the rest of
the day. I was brought up in a
way that I did not cry over
things, so I didn’t. But I felt bad.
It was definitely a horrible
thing to happen. . Ff

heard

SAL ALBANESE, 39
City Council member
Brooklyn, N.Y.

In my freshman year in high
school. I was going from my
physical education class to last-
period geography class. 1
heard students in the hall say-
ing the president had been
killed: When I got to class, the
teacher, Mrs. Stern, confirmed
the news. I was very de-
pressed. There was a pall

‘over the schoc_vl_ :



MATTIE BRANNAN, 59
Retired secretary
Show Low, Ariz.

I was home packing to move
to Arizona from New Mexico.
The TV was disconnected, and
a neighbor yelled the news. I
went to her house to watch it. I
didn't believe it, even though [
was seeing it on TV. For those
of us who were strong Demo-
‘crats, it was like the goals we
had set were postponed, if not
changed, at that point.

VERNON SYKES, 37
Economist :
Akron, Ohio

In juﬁlor high school. The
news came over the P.A. sys-
tem. It disrupted everything

_The teacher left the room to

get more information. When
he returned, he told us to pray
for the president. I was very
upset; everything was one big
question mark. I wanted to

know why someone would -
. want to kill the president.

FRANCES MERRILL, 49
Homemaker
Salt Lake City, Utah

We were living in Vista,
Calif. My husband was a career
military man in the Marine
Corps. I was home with an in- |
fant when the news came on
television, It was a horrifying
experience. We lived near a
military base, and everyone
was placed on alert. I couldn’t
believe something like that
could happen in my lifetime,




12 -NELSON LIMERICK

-Calif. — T am back visiting in
,mearmwhere[gewnp,m
- membering the Mysteries of
- Foothill Boulevard, a long, city-

- Twenty ag:,lusedta
patrol thatmad from a Grey-
hound bus, and every now and
then, a sudden event — a colli-
‘sion, or the _gathering of a

am-cttymute leading into Los !
Angeles.

crowd — on the other side of

the street wouldgrab at my at-
fention.

Asthebmmovedon.curry—'

ing us away from the unex-

plained mystery ‘we'd just
d rollaw&well-f -~ fire

~pleces. If I could ! -
bus and go back erelusedto
mink,ﬁnenrmsurelcmndng-
ure it out.

Now, I suspect that even ir
I'd been on the site the instant -
after the crash, even if P'd been
on the “grassy knoll” in Dallas
an instant after the Kennedy

SERT HOT SPRINGS,

hist - " =N-t}z Ul'. : :f
‘a hi. orian'-‘nt e Uni i
5 at nuversity

-shooﬂn
been tnolate for the full story.
- The past slides out of our reach

as relentlessly and rapidly as

the events on the other side of
'Foorhmmnevardusedmslip

beyond my grasp.
But we meet the mysteries

of the past with an equally re-

lentless urge to know; we con-
tinue to ask, “Why?"” with the

pemistence of 2-year-olds.
_And when we can't pin down
the answers, we make leaps

1 would stll have

...Ir ‘

less proof we have of its exis.

tence, the more proof we have
the conspiracy worked.

Trymgtoﬂgu:e out the past, -

- we travel thmughanmzeor
-uncertainty,

In that maze, auroadslead
backtoFoothulBaulevard.



GEORGE THOMPSON

An opposing view

Conspiracy theonés

are well grounded

MELBOURNE VILLAGE,
Fla. — Questions? Of course,
there are questions: Was there
a conspiracy? Was there a cov-
er-up?

The answer is “yes" to both,
They sit in the shadows of my
mind — unanswered and un-

settling in the doubts they raise

about what really happened
that fateful day in Dallas.
Visceral reaction? Perhaps.

But'it is no surprise that a re-

| cent poll shows that two-thirds

| of the nation shgresmy restless.

ruminations.
Twenty-plus years in the
Foreign Service have inured

me to the reality of words like

conspiracy and cover-up. Un-
fortunately, they will not be
found in the 214-pound, 366-
page Warren

port. Ifs purpose was to close
the case, so it dealt with nei-
ther question — leaving the na-
tion to wonder and to doubt.

» Was there a conspimcy"
Probably. The questions sim-
ply will not go away:

Was there a gunman in front
of the caravan? The 1979
House Select Commitiee on As-
sassinations reponed ‘thal was

a “high probability.”

How else to explain: Police
running toward the knoll; eye-
witness accounts of a fleeing
man; the bg;:sident‘-s head
snapping - from a bullet
fired from front when Lee Har-
vey Oswald’s three rounds
were from above and behind;
author David Lifton's Best Evi-
dence saying that — to hide the
evidence — someone restruc-
tured the president's head
wou.nd prior to autopsy, citing

FBI agents who saw evidence
of surgery Dallas doctors say

they did not do?

Was the killing a tit-for-tat
Cuban reaction to CIA/Mafia
attempts to kill Fidel Castro?
Was Jack Ruby, the organized

Commission re-.

George Thompson, a former
Ub‘ Foretgn Seryice officer
per editor, is a

weeh! umnist for Florida

Today

erime-connected nightclub
owner who shot Oswald, mere-
Iy an impassioned patriot en-
raged by visions of a shattered
Camelot? Didn't Oswald also
meet with Mafia members?

P Was there a “cover-up?”
Possibly. Many government
employees could, if they
would, tell how they took part
_ or knew about cover-ups in ev-
- erything from cost overruns to
gone-awry operations that end-
ed in massive losses of money
and blood.

But USA TODAY readers

- don’t need such stories to ex-

plain: why they wonder about
government and cover-up. All
they needisa ljhrary time and

The batﬂeshtpMame.
Pearl Harbor,
Veteran deaths from the

first_atomic bomb; Agent Or-

ange.
Gulf of Tonkin.
Cambodia bombing.
Air America, drugs.
CIA, DEA, White House.
Noriega. drugs.
_Watergate,

Irangate. - n

The 1980 election and the
Tehran hostages release.

President Carter’s briefing
book, GOP,

Grenada invasion, U.S. mili-
tary communications, U.S.
- deaths from friendly fire.

Challenger, causes, deaths,
and more — a whole lifetime
of unanswered questions.

But in the death of John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy 25 years ago

- loday, no question is more

hauntingly alive now than,
HWhy?"



Recover shattered visions, promises left unkept

By David Seavey, USA TODAY
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DEBATE

THE JFK ASSASSINATION

Todaysdebammmsourop&ﬂmmmmwm
o M&smﬂmhmmm Fa
ennedy are far-fetched, an opposing Florida,
%msirmnom California, andvoicesfrornacmssthe

Consplracy theones
remain unfounded

In a span of seconds, with a clash of gunshot, theprsi-
dent was gone and the USA plunged into paralytic grief.

Now, 25 years later, on the anniversary of his assassina-
tion and with massive news media blankets of reminis-
cence, we remember John F. Kennedy: the stirring words
of his inaugural address, his challenge to explore the face of
the moon, his vision to create the Peace Corps, his.confron-
tation with Southern leaders as the civil righis: mmrement
attacked racist regional laws,

We recall the failures of the Bay of Pigs andthe Berlin
Wall and the triumphs of the Cuban missile crisis and the
nuclear test barftreaty, And as we revisit the pain and relive
the loss, we ask the unanswerable question: “Why?"

In the absence of a logical answer, many of us conclude
there was a conspiracy. The assassin had spent time in the
Soviet Union — $o the Russians did it. The CIA had plotied
1o kill Castro — so Castro did it Or the CIA did it. Or the
Mafia did it. Or the Ku Klux Kian did it.

Such conspiracy theories have produced books, articles,
films and even a real-life criminal-court trial in which a
New Orleans man, Clay Shaw, was falsely accused ofa con-
spiracy. Thattrtal,asham,cleared Shaw.

In fact, a commission of distinguished citizens, headed by
then-Chief Justice Earl Warren and made up of leaders of
both parties in all branches of government, conducted an
exhaustive investigation following Kennedy's death.

That commission concluded that the assassin was a lone
gunman, not a conspirator. Those commissioners were not
perfect, but they examined theories, rumors and much of
the so-called “evidence” still being circulated this week.

Those commission members, concerned about their own
integrity, never would have contrived to lie to the people or
the USA, or cover up a conspiracy, or allow history to hlack
en their good names.

There simply was — and is — no substantive evidencetn
contradict the overwhelming proof that the assassin was a
ticking time bomb, an act of violence waiting to happen.
Shortly before he shot the president, he fired into the home
of Gen. Edwin Walker ln Dallas, the bullet narrowly miss-
ing Walker's head.

ThefactisthatLequeyOswaldwasadeeplyd&

turbed, grotesquely flawed personality, driven as was John
Hinckley, who tried to kill President Reagan, Arthur
Bremer, who sought to kill former Alabama Gov. George

. Wallace, and Sirhan Sirhan, who slew Robert Kennedy. -

Andthetactlsthnnhmmomar!nﬂlarlytﬂm:bed
- personalities running loose in society today. -

'Ihesaneandsansiblethlngtodols!aseektnunwver
and deal with those individuals, rather than to dig up old
conspiracy “eyidence” that “proves” nothing but a negative,

It is always remotely possible that someday,
someone will find actual evidence that the Warren Commis-
sion missed,

But the time has come to bury these far-fetched and un-
supported theories and to try, instead, to recover the visions
that were shattered, the hopes that were destroyed, the
promises left unkept that sad day a quarter-century ago.
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