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To the editor: 
I am writing with reels .i: to your November 28, 1988 

issue which featured an article by James Reston Jr. entitled, "Was Connally 
the Real Target?". Let me begin by stating unequivocally that I believe 
Mr. Reston is a fraud. I say this not only because Mr. Reston ignores 
the responsible criticism of the Varren Report which casts considerable 
doubt on the'conclusion that Oswald shot at :Inybody that day, but also 
because of some of the evidence he cites. For example, he cites the testimony 
of George Bouhe regarding Oswald's animosity toward Connally (p.32). In 
doing so he edits the actual testimony without indication and thus completely 
misrepresents what George Bouhe actually said to the Warren Commission. 
Compare the following from the printed evidence (Hearings and Exhibits of 
the Warren  Commission vol. 8 p.374) with what appears on p.32 of Times 

- Mr. Ideart.ra. Did he ever express any hostilities inward ani individual in 
the Government? 

Mr. Bonne.. Never heard. And I must emphnsige nynin that to talk politic 
with n man like that, I would And totally hopeless and useless. I never did It. 
But If anybody asked ore, did be have any hostility against anybody In the j. 
Government, which I didn't hear myself, I would any Governor Connally. 

Mr. DEEMER. Why do you any that? 
Mr. Boone. Defense. where, I can't find the paper, bu t when he was In 

Minsk, he wrote a letter. I have it some place, but I don't know where, In the :4 
paper here. 	

••• vii 
Mr. LIENFLIER. Let me ask yon this, Mr. Motile. Dld Oswald tell you that he 't 

wrote a letter to Governor Connally? 
Mr. Boone. No, air. 	 ;;Itt 
Mr. LIMP:LER You learned that only after rendIrtg it in the paper? 	?%,,1 

 Mr. Boone. Absolutely. No correspondence.  ence. We didn't discuss. 1 would  
say my conversations with Oswald were at roek troloom minimum. 	- • , 

Mr. LrEnntea. Did you have tiny feeling before the sslassInation that he had 
any hostility toward any individual In the Governmem 

Mr. Boone_ You mean as of the end of December, 1402? 
Mr. Lienr.i.val, Yes. 
Mr. Bonne.. I did not hear him any anything tike that. But In rending 

thls press news after the assassination, It ctenrlo 41,F4 rlbes there the letter 3 
which he wrote from mirmk to Governor Commit', who .e•ris at the time Secret nry?,,,1 
of the Navy, and told him that he wants to eorr.et the InioatIce being done 
an ex-serviceman and citizen, rind I almost see the pet 	"R9 soon 55 INIF51111EL" 

Connally passed it to the Mario'. COFIA, according to the paper, which did 
nothing about It. And then I think it was the. Newsweek magazine story 
which sold, quoting Oswald, "Well, I will lease rinthlre undone to correct this 

That is what I know from the press. T.. me, I would any that It 
looks like a threat. 

Mr. LIEREI.ER. Dot you don't have any knowledge of Oswald's displeasure with 
Governor Connally? 

Mr. Mune.. Absolutely not. 
Mr. Reston's account of the testimony of Alexandra 

De Mohrenschildt also conflicts with the record. Tam including. her actual 
testimony (at the time she gave it she waj Mrs. Donald Gibson, and • 
previously had been married to Gary Taylor). rids appears in the Hearings 
and Exhibits, vol.11, p. 145: 
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Istr. Igsraga. Was President Kennedy ever mentioned in the course of the dis-

oesions between your husband and Lee? 

us. GIRRON. Never, never. lie wasn't President at the time anyway, was he?  

Mr. JEN ri EN. Tel ; he was. 

, Mrs. Orneon. Yes; he.was. Ile had Just heeonte President, hadn't he? No, 

..be wits never mentioned. Now, the only person ever mentioned pertaining to 

put was the Governor of Texas. 

t. Mr. Jr.samt. He beenme President in IMO. 

Mrs. Gummi. It was the Governor of Terns who was mentioned mostly. 

..- Mr. JENNE:IL Tell us about that, 	
. 

..;'' Mrs. GrnROM. First you are going to have to tell me who the Governor was. 

4 Mr. Jenne& Connally. 

it Mrs. Gwen. Connally. Wasn't that the one thn t- 

. .111r. JesrlF31. That had been Secretary of the Diary. 

,•'- Mrs. Ginenn. That had been Secretary of the Nnvy, wan it? Well, for some 

_reason Lee PIA didn't like him. I don't know why, but be didn't like him. 

Mr. JEIIRP:R. Would this refresh your rer—ilr-•rlon. that the aubJect of Cov-

" eroor (oiinnlly arose In Connection with something about Lee's discharge from 

.',,the Marines? 	 • r 
. Mrs. °limos. I don't recall. I Just know Lee never spoke too much about 

i  why-  be left the Marines or anything like that. I don't know. Maybe it was a 

dishonornble discharge, I don't know. All I knew Is that It was something he 

, .ffidn't talk about. And there was it reason wily be dill not like Connally. 

, Mr. Ira NER_ Whatever the reason was. he didn't articulate the reason partici,- 

rj  iarly? 
-.I Mrs. Gnaws. No; he Just didn't like him. 

f

-4  Mr. JENNEIL But you have the definite ImpressInn he bad an aversion to 

:Governor Connally? 
r••• Mrs. Grimm... Yes ; but he never ever said a word about Kennedy. 

I. Mr. JENNER. Did you answer? 
t. tv Mrs. Gleams. Yes: I did ; yes. 

Mr. Ixis Nen. Your answer Is yes? 

 3

• 

r Mrs. ()mon. Yes. 
_,

▪  

Iii Mr. JENNER. Tina he did have a definite aversion? 

,, - Mrs. OffIROrt. Yes. 
Mr. Jetsam. To Governor Connally as a person? 

•' Mrs. 0158024. Yes. 
i, Mr. JENNER. And did he apenk of that reasonably frequently In these 

;discussions? ' 
r::. Mrs. °neon. No; not renily, no. Ile didn't bring It np frequently. 

; Mr. Jrartrn. But he was definite and affirmative about it, was he? 

,-.-. Mrs.. Gismos. Yes ; he didn't like him. . 	. 

Moreover, Mrs. Gibson's testimony is 
flatly contradicted by her husband at

 

the time, Hr. Gary Taylor. The followi
ng, is his statement from vol.9, p.95;

 

Jrm NM Did he ever mention the Kennedrs or the Connally!? 

IRSMr. TAYLOR. No. 
• Mr. Jr:stirs. Did he ever mention the admi,,!sUation of either of them or 

:'their policies? 
?tilt r. TAYLOR. Ch—no; I'm not even sure that Connally was In ()Meat that time. 

Mr. Jeanne. Well, he was Secretary of the Navy. 

fir: Tanon. Thnt's right. I was thinking of him as Governor. 	• 

1. 1 never heard Lee take exception to Government officials; take exception to 

Government nolieles—tiennitely- 

I trust in the future you will be mor
e careful in your selection 

of articles. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Gerald Ginocchio 

P.S. I am enclosing 	so
 that you can sonri a copy of this let

ter to 

Mr. Reston and his publisher. 
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We, students of Interim Project #3081 The Assassination of John F. Kennedy: 
25 Year of Deceit, concur in the views expressed in this letter: 



The Assassination 

shall employ all means to right this gross mistake or injustice to a 
boni-fled U.S. citizen and ex-serviceman." He asked Connally to 
"repair the damage done to me and my family." 

Connally had resigned as Secretary of the Navy six weeks 
earlier. What the ex-serviceman got from the ex-Navy Secretary 
a month later was a stale promise to pass the problem on to his 
successor. Oswald had been spurned by a fellow Texan. and he 
resented it. He embroidered it into a personal antipathy. Con-
nally came to take on enormous symbolic significance in Os-
wald's mind. Connally was the U.S. Government, and its unfair 
action fortified his bitterness against the US., and a man named 
Connally would become the repository of that bitterness. 

Finally, in late May 1962, the Oswalds got out of Russia. 
They arrived in Fort Worth only a few weeks before Connally 
won the Democratic primary for the gubernatorial nomination. 
They had no money and a six-month-old baby. The husband 
had no qualifications for employment Worse than that. The 
Fort Worth paper had reported the return of the turncoat. 

The wife spoke no English, and her husband seemed deter-
mined to keep it that way. Their isolation and hopelessness 
might have been worse but for the small Russian dmigrd commu-
nity in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, about 50 peo-
ple who had gravitated to 
Texas mainly after World 
War II. They were anti-
Communist. 

The community had a 
titular leader, a kind and 
energetic gentleman in his 
late 50s named George 
Bouhe. who had fled Russia 
in 1923. Bouhe took an in-
terest in the Oswalds and 
helped them get settled by 
providing them with a little 
cash here and there, 510 or 
$20. For his pains, he got 
only insults from Oswald. 
Bouhe persisted, mainly be-
cause Marina seemed to 
him a "lost soul." To Bouhe, 
Oswald was a simpleton 
and a boor and, soon 
enough, a wife abuser. 

Lying about his Marine 
record worked at first. A month after his arrival, Oswald got his 
first job, at a Fort Worth welding company as a sheet-metal 
worker: on his application, he cited sheet-metal work in the Ma-
rine Corps as a qualification. 

But Oswald was terrified of being found out. Bouhe had ex-
perienced Oswald's fixation with his military discharge and had 
seen how his lying about it launched him into a state of high 
anxiety. After the assassination, knowing that Oswald was tor-
mented by the bad discharge at the very time when Connally  
was about to be promoted to the pinnacle of Texas government, 
Bouhe put the pieces together for the Warren Commission. "If 
anybody asked me, did Oswald have any hostility toward any-
body in government. I would say Governor Connally." 

The notion of Connally as the emotional spark for the assas-
sination is strengthened by the testimony of others in the emigr4 
community. In early October 1962, Oswald quit his job because 
he hated welding. Marina and the baby took up residence in the 
home of Alexandra De Mohrenschildt, the daughter of another 
Russian_emigre in Dallas. a flamboyant IrittdmotitLoalit:ea 
Geor • c 	-MraTerrsciiildt. who toyeltwilfiV-C--71/11(1 in uneven in- 
tellectual games. A year and a half later, Alexandra De Mob-
renschildt came before the Warren Commission to talk about 
her acquaintance with Oswald. 

"Was President Kennedy ever mentioned?" counsel asked. 
"Never, never," Alexandra replied. "It was the Governor of 

Texas who was mentioned mostly. For some reason, Lee just 
didn't like him. I don't know why, but he didn't like him." 

Did Connally come up in connection with something about 
Lee's discharge from the Marines? counsel prodded. 

"Maybe it was the dishonorable discharge. All I know is that 
it was something he didn't talk about. And there was a reason 
why he did not like Connally, but he never ever said a word 
about Kennedy." 

In October Oswald applied for a job in the photography de-
partment of a printing concern in Dallas called Jaggars-Chiles-
Stovall. The subject of his military career came up. "The Ma-
rines." Oswald said brashly. "Oh, yes—yes," the employer said. 
"Honorably discharged, of course?" "Oh, yes," Oswald replied 
with technical truthfulness. Oswald was once again seized with 
rage. Was this going to come up every time? His anxiety that his 
lies might be found out was intense. 

Oswald used the Jaggars facilities after hours to forge a new 
Marine Corps discharge and draft a classification document in 
the name of Aleck James Hidell, the name under which he or-

dered his first weapon, a 
Smith & Wesson pistol, by 
mail, and his second, a 
high-powered 	Italian 
Mannlicher Carcano rifle. 

In early April. six 
months after arriving at 
Jaggars, Oswald brought 
his dismissal upon himself 
by flaunting a Soviet publi-
cation at work. He could 
say that he was fired for po-
litical reasons rather than 
for his own shortcomings, 
including inefficiency and 
quarreling with employees. 

TAKING AIM  

Three days into his first 
week of unemployment, 
April 10, Oswald made an 
attempt on the life of for-
mer General Edwin Walk-
er, an ultraconservative and 
a onetime candidate for 

Governor of Texas against John Connally. Oswald missed Walk-
er's head by about an inch. In choosing Walker as a target, Os-
wald's murderous instinct was turning upon the figure of the 
pure right. His frustration had now taken its full form of vio-
lence. Coiled spring that he was, it was a question of what event. 
what figure, what farfetched fantasy might set him off. 

Only one person knew about the attempt on General Walker 
and how dangerous Oswald had become: Marina Oswald. When 
her husband confided his awful secret to her, she understood his 
capability to kill for political reasons and was horrified. She, 
above anyone else, appreciated his murderous instinct. 

On Sunday, April 21, the headline in the Dallas Morning 
News read NIXON CALLS FOR DECISION TO FORCE REDS OUT OF 
cum. It reported a lashing speech that former Vice President 
Richard Nixon had made in Washington excoriating Kennedy 
for being "defensive" of Fidel Castro. Oswald withdrew into an 
adjacent room. When he re-emerged, he was dressed in a tie and 
white shirt. His pistol was shoved into his best gray pants. 

"Where are you going?" Marina demanded, sensing danger. 
"Nixon is coming to town. I want to go have a look." 
"I know what your 'looks' mean." she said. She pleaded with 

him not to go and at last he agreed. Actually, Nixon was not in 
town at all and Oswald knew it. He had said "Nixon" because it 

Funu Tin I rmn TIIF  TARGET COULD HAVE BEEN KENNEDY OR CONNALLY 
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