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collective unreality 
Tammy Bakker's PTL. Truly JFK was the 
Elmer Gantry of American politics. 

Morality aside, JFK's personal behavior 
betrayed a near suicidal recklessness. Had 
one of his seraglio of bimbos gone public 
as Jessica Hahn did, had just one of his 
press collaborators broken ranks and told 
the truth. JFK's presidency would have 
been blown as high as Hart's campaign; 
JFK would have become a national joke._ 

In recent years, a severe light has been 
thrown onto the dark side of Camelot: the 
womanizing and pot smoking by the presi-
dent, the wiretaps on Martin Luther King, 
the vendetta against Jimmy Haifa, the ha-
rassment of the steel executives; on 
Operation Mongoose to murder Fidel 
Castro, and on the Kennedy crowd's sor-
did role in the overthrow and assassina-
tion of South Vietnamese President 
Diem. 

None of this, however, is likely to de-, 
stray the myth of JFK, because the myth 
has only a usual link to reality. The myth 
is really a creation of our collective imagi- .  
nations. and it will remain green in memo-_ 
ry because we Americans won't give it up. 
Because it recalls for us a day when all the 
world was young, a wonderful time that 
never was. 


