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 subject has caused such debate or created such con-
'-tro

v
ersy

 in
 th

e p
ast th

ree y
ears as th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
t 

Z
:. John F

. K
ennedy. 

E
ven before any official investigation had started m

ost of the 
w

o
rld

 n
o

t th
en

 in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates) accep
ted

 as fact 
that the P

resident had been the victim
 of a conspiracy. N

ow
, w

ith 
the outpouring of books on the subject, the U

nited S
tates itself 

has been added to the list of countries w
here there are serious 

reservations on the facts surrounding the P
resident's death. 

It has been m
y belief and it still is m

y belief that the W
arren 

om
m

ission perform
ed a difficult assignm

ent honorably and w
ell, 

d that it accurately pinpointed the assassin of John F
. K

ennedy. 
It is the very thoroughness of the W

arren C
om

m
ission that has.( 00 

caused its problem
s. It listened patiently to vrervone, no m

atter  i+,, 4
.41.4 

how
 credible 	

It then appended all E
-‘rk.r:L

ki 
his testim

ony to its report, providing an opportunity to anyone 1""41-"1
4

-  
p
ew

riter an
d
 a lo

t o
f tim

e o
n
 h

is h
an

d
s to

 w
rite a 

on the subject. T
he result has been shocking. T

he books 
about 

th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 d

iv
id

e in
to

 th
ree categ

o
ries: 

ose w
ritten w

ith a scholarly approach to w
hom

 w
e m

ust attri-
e, the best m

otive, those w
ritten by persons w

ith a desire for 
ety

 o
r A

la=
 an

d
 th

o
se w

ritten
 b

y
 p

erso
n

s w
h

o
 clearly

 
to

 b
e 1

 eled
 as p

sy
ch

o
tic. 

th e w
ho have w

ritten in the nam
e of scholarship have 

11 either ignored or underlined testim
ony in the W

arren 
ssion R

eport to buttress w
hatever theory they have de- 

9 



than a squad of hired killers. T
he country m

ight be sick—
and;

i 
n
o
t ju

st fro
m

 g
rief—

b
u
t at least it h

ad
 n

o
t sp

aw
n
ed

 a w
h
o
le.  

ap
p
aratu

s o
f p

lo
tters, L

eft W
in

g
 o

r R
ig

h
t W

in
g
, au

d
acio

u
t 

enough to m
urder a P

resident. 
C

onfidence in the findings of the C
om

m
ission w

as bolstered 
tw

o m
onths later w

ith the publication of 
its H

earings—
the 26 1 

v
o
lu

m
es o

f testim
o
n
y
 an

d
 ex

h
ib

its o
n
 w

h
ich

 it b
ased

 its co
n
-

clu
sio

n
s. In

 th
o
se 5

4
 p

o
u
n
d
s o

f b
lu

eb
o
u
n
d
 b

o
o
k
s th

ere w
as 

1
 le ev

id
en

ce, n
o
t o

n
l o

f O
sw

ald
's g

u
ilt, b

u
t o

f th
e fact th

e 
C

om
m

' s 	
a
. n

 	
1 in 

a
 sen

tia
. 

unctioning 

s, 
trackesido  

and listened to m
ore ram

bling w
itnesses, expert and illit-

erate, than any body of its kind in history. 
It interrogated strip teasers and senators, street urchins and 

psychiatrists. It listened patiently w
hile R

evilo P
. O

liver of the 
John B

irch S
ociety expounded his theory of the assassination: 

P
resident K

ennedy w
as 	

fellow
 C

om
m

unists because he 
1
1
 w

as "tu
rn

in
g
 A

.. 	
n
." It d

ea . •en
tl w

ith
 an

 atto
rn

ey
 n

am
ed

 
a  M

ark
 L

a 	
e only w

itness w
 o insisted on testifying in public 

sessi. -, w
hen he told the C

om
m

ission of a purported m
eeting, 

t days before the assassination, betw
een Jack R

uby and O
fficer 

J. D
. T

ippit, then refused to reveal the source of his inform
ation. 

("Y
ou have done nothing but handicap us," said the C

hief Justice 
of the U

nited S
tates.) (V

 H
 553) C

arrying his ow
n stopw

atch, 
the C

hief Justice jogged dow
n the back stairs of the T

exas S
chool 

B
ook D

epository to determ
ine w

hether the assassin could get 
from

 his sniper's nest to that second-floor C
oke m

achine, w
here 

O
sw

ald w
as first seen by police after the shooting, in one m

inute 
and 14 seconds. (H

e could.) 
W

ith the subm
ission of its 296,000-w

ord report, the C
om

m
is-

sion w
as hailed both at hom

e and overseas for w
hat T

he N
ew

 
Y

ork T
im

es called "a com
prehensive and convincing account of 

the circum
stances of P

resident K
ennedy's assassination." T

he 
T

im
es added: "R

eaders of the full report w
ill find no basis for 

questioning the C
om

m
ission's conclusions that P

resident K
en-

nedy w
as killed by L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, acting alone." L

ife m
aga-

zine said: "T
he m

ajor significance of the report is that it lays to 
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rest the lurid rum
ors and w

ild speculations that had spread after 
the assassination. It also confirm

s the basic facts . . that L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald did it, alone . . ." T

he L
ondon T

im
es called it 

"thorough, painstaking, volum
inous, frank, and, above all else, 

scrupulously careful in its analysis and conclusions." T
he M

an-
chester G

uardian expressed belief that only the m
ost skeptical 

w
ill continue to harbor doubts about the assassination in the face 

of this m
assive report. T

he event rem
ains a ghastly tragedy, but 

no longer a m
ystery." 

T
hat w

as in S
eptem

ber, 1964. N
o non-fiction w

ork ever re-
ceived better review

s. It w
as a best seller. 

B
ut tw

o years later the clim
ate of A

m
erican opinion had under- 

gone a dram
atic and disquieting change. B

y the fall of 1966, 
one reputable pollster found that nearly tw

o thirds of all A
m

eri- 
cans doubted the C

om
m

ission's conclusion that O
sw

ald acted 
alone. T

he doubt w
as attributed partly to a sense of frustration 

that O
sw

ald w
as never brought to justice—

a m
ixed sense of guilt 

and unease about D
allas. B

ut it w
as attributed in larger m

easure 
to a new

 phenom
enon in A

m
erican literature—

a grow
ing five-foot 

shelf of anti-W
arren books. 

B
eginning w

ith B
uchanan's W

ho K
illed K

ennedy?, printed in 
B

ritain even before the W
arren C

om
m

ission subm
itted its report, 

a dozen books had been published, each rejecting the C
om

m
is-

sion's findings and m
ost posing different theories of the assassin-

ation. S
uddenly a w

hole arm
y of am

ateur - sleu
th

h
ad

 tak
en

 u
p
o
n
 

n
  

itself, som
e out of honest m

isgivings, ohjrs - E
r fu

n
 a

n
d
 u

fg
, 

the task of dem
olishing the C

om
m

ission and its conclusions. 
T

h
e n

ew
 th

eo
ries p

o
sed

 ran
g
ed

 in
 im

p
ro

b
ab

ility
 fro

m
 B

u
- 

chanan's (a T
exas oil m

illionaire decreed the deaths of K
ennedy 

an
d
 K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev
 to

 g
ain

 co
n
tro

l o
f th

e w
o
rld

 o
il m

ark
et) to

 
E

d
w

ard
 Jay

 E
p
stein

's m
ild

-so
u
n
d
in

g
 co

n
clu

sio
n
 in

 h
is b

o
o
k
 

Inquest ("there is a strong case that O
sw

ald could not have acted 
alone"). In betw

een w
ere such w

orks as T
he O

sw
ald A

ffair, by 
L

eo S
auvage, a F

renchm
an w

ho believes K
ennedy w

as killed by 
S

outhern racists, and W
hitew

ash, by arold 
land 	

t f rm
er w

h
o
 ap

p
aren

tly
 d

is iev
es ev

ery
th

in
g
 in

 th
e 

arren R
eport ut the page num

bers. S
everal authors held that 

O
sw

ald w
as fram

ed, a fall guy for reactionary interests (including 
v
ario

u
sly

 F
B

I, C
IA

 an
d
 A

rm
y
 ty

p
es). O

n
e 

insisted that the 
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and listened to m
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ission's conclusions that P
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