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25 YEARS LATER

P New book suggests Oswald
had targeted John Connally. A-9

P A look at where a few artifacts
of assassination wound up. A-9

Searching for the

Called martyr and manipulator,

By Michael T. Kaufman
New York Times News Service

For much of the 25 years since
John F. Kennedy was killed, his
death has tended to overwhelm
his life, casting his presidency as
a virtuous road to martyrdom.

But in recent years both that
life _and that presidency have
been weighed from eritical per-

spectives that either did not exist
during his thousand days or only
matured later — influences like
feminism, the Vietnam peaice
movement, the New Left and
negconservatism, -
Indeed, even in regard to the
civil rights movement, which was
in_full sway during Kennedy's!
presidency, historians = are di-
verging from a consensus that/
had assigned him a leading role !
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true Kennedy
his place in history still debated

Several - writers, most recently
Taylor Branch, have contended
that the era should more right-
fully be identified with the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Interest in Kennedy is surg-
ing, and not only because the
anniversary of his death is to-
morrow. For many now in middle
age, including those ascending to
positions of power, basic political
reflexes were established in the

early 1960s. -

Then it seemed that an attrac-
tive, sophisticated and witty man
had displaced the small-town
Rotarians who. exemplified the
Eisenhower years. Guy Lom-
bardo gave way to Pablo Casals;
Robert Frost read at the inaugu-
ral. The Ugly American was
going to yield to the Peace Corps.
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ol Kennedy’s thousand days, and
= | not during them, (hat he beeame
> From A-1 ‘ known as 3 champion of eivil
et : = rights; mosl of the legislative
— Anothér  John Kennedy daccomplishments of the €ra were
semerged liter, from the accounts ‘the work of Lyndon dohnson. On
s __.l_list'ori_a:tsfand"piographers. this score, Branch's picture is
 most notably Garry Wills, and dislmelly‘_ less Mattering than

from investigators delving into some earlier dccounts.

' ald gossip. Collectively, they por- ~ The book describes how, dur-
‘tayed a man who could conduct ing the 1960 eampaign, Kennedy
dn affair in the White House with exploited a phone call he made to
i gangster's moll, who was fasci- - Corelta Scott  King - ‘hile her
Hated with clandestine gpera- hushand was in jail, later exapel

2 lions. who built “his - wn image geraling his friendship with Mrs.

£ With the cunning of press agent King lo gain black votes,

=L and whosé panache. ‘approached ~Another “seetion describes

-;i!{pyngger.@ both in his private life hennedr.-_l'earl‘ulpf-}vha_t"?- Edgar
“and in - his national and’ foreign Hoover knew of his erotie encoun-
‘policies, -~ : ers, succumbing to th :

“But even now, ‘memories of a  lor's
thrilling sense of movement can King's. e TR
obscure thal negative version ‘of ' As to Kennedy's sexual liai-
the 'man. @i et B e sons, the last decade has brought

- Both blatantly and' sublimi- reports of involvement with oo o
aally, Kennedy's spirit was rou. women including Marilyn Monroe exposure to such fin
tinely- invoked in ‘the 1988 and Malia moll Judith:li_:xner and, reeondilg'_histanm:
presidential campaign, Gov. M. When he was an intelligence offi- i :
chael Dukakis stressed the Massa. cer in World War I with a
chusetts origins, the social visions  Suspeeted Nazi sympathizer. The
and the underdog combativeness reports, while varying greatly in. |

Ahat he said he  shared with- reliability, have established

"' Kennedy, 'while Republicans from promiscuous. reckless'j

L Jdack Kemp (o Dan Quayle sought few dispute any longey

" 10 project the youth, vigor and  Prolessor Henry

ctbontaneity of the Kennedy: umbia University. 4 !

finageyy [IEsems st e ‘Vh“__$9‘?9‘?1‘135‘(iﬂ:'-‘h SRERcan

i "While much “of (he ' recent presidency, said such revelations -

historical work on Kennedy has contrast with the laudatory books

involved negative and unflatter-: and reminiscences that appeared

‘ing disclosures, all the references in the decade and a half afler the ¢

in_the campaign were positive,” assassination, -

sadid Gary Reichart, a historian at Indeed. - many: reassessments -
the “University of Maryland. came from the New Left, which ot

¢ “What remains constant has been  argued that old Cold- War assump- . L

i Kennedy's brilliance in using the tons and loyalty to expansive i,
presidency to exhort the nation,”  capitalist interests shaped Ken- invas J i 3

- Professor Herbert Parmet of hedy’s policies, This Was - the. e for PRennedy's  dire

! the City University of New York, tontention of Bruce Mirofrs g;po'_sibm_ty_-fop‘_l{igtn‘anl;,;thgjlssﬁ

 whose two-volume study of Ken- “Pragmatic Hlusions,” bublished s still unclear; by the time of his

: nedy almost a decade ago is in 1976, before the bulkc of Ken-death, 16,000 'American soldie

: eredited as one of the first 1o nedy's S holae s, made availa- " were . there with an uncertain

wiretaps of |

eas {o ap
phones.

- depart from the early hagio- ble to scholars. Clinch. o ission. Kennedy's advisers and
! graphic or selt-consciously icono-  In 1974, Naney Gager Clinch, a _defenders, men - like ‘Kenneth
- clastic Kennedy books, agrees,  feminist writer, wrote “The Ken. O'Donnell and Arthur Schlesin- |
R ) T is no doubt that Ken- ngd_y Neurﬂsis,"'ﬂ'lﬁchlSh@ifﬂ-ﬂﬁd gel' JI‘.,' ihs”fstect thﬂtﬁ&ﬂ‘hﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁ’a i
; nedy still sets the standard for the: a - Psychohistorical™ study. - would have extricated (he |
* presidency ina television age” ﬁﬁ?:ghfgihg\;r_as g"dely“ atu'n'cll%ed: United States. LS
i o R inanimity @t the time for the speeulative ; TR s AL |
bt “Kennédy's it oo “charm analysis, her theory relbfing whot 1 ‘“"-'ﬁ{l;,;f‘“‘”5}‘?},“’“"0(‘,?‘[,-”?,3-”‘%}*
and stsle. and about the positive She termed -the *“hyperactive Lo e atkd
: ends they served. But many his. Sexuality of Kennedy  and his Brightest” - iy w'?"%,""ba;ﬁ
: torical questions remain as to who  father, Joseph P, R e T
'?.lac'k:‘l{exinedy was, and these ~MAcho view of leadership has- t 'hﬁm ts ,ii'u('ll' |§;5mt._-_qn..ug '
~ fontinue to be studied and de- SUrfaced in other books. notaby; Terehowaged are et mein:]
Y Bgtaaaad Siiraain J o0 ~ Garry Wills's “The Kennedy Im- Ders “h ot \\altgcd B plar;lnled thej
T Fov: éﬂé?lfplé; new questions Prisonment” war, u.__:t_'nese_ were menij
- about Kennedy's relations with  Wills, a professor of American ‘
- Martin Luther King and his com- culture and public policy at
. mitment to the black leader’s Northwestern University, subti-
“vision ,2re raised in Taylor Ued his 1982 book “A Meditation

; %ramh § Dew book, “Parting the - -Ond. Power." and’ ﬂepicé.ﬁdt; K?‘g-
‘Waters: ‘America in the King  nedy 43 & man ensnared by his
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,.:.Em :.w_. whatever doubts the
president might have had aboul
the American presence in Viel-
naner the futility of the counter-

,.:.E*.wﬁ.zs_.,,_:.:E.m:.. “*he had
never .ﬂ:os.s those  doubls | in
public:

w,n::mé historians say Lhat

the mr:._z_ms_:m between the loy-
alists and :_m revisionists has
waned, ' 4!

The New rn: 9.:5:% have
v:cm:_mn_ and the personally in-
volved delendérs also are increas-
ingly leaving Lhe [ield to younger
historians who are looking at the
Kennedy years with greater de-
taehment and “disinterest!” said
Reichart, the Maryland professor.
SWeve probably learned the
worst about Kennedy and the
best about him, and now what
historians  face is Lhe task of
putting it"into context."

,5 James Réston Jr.,
_and son of the famous columnist.

i Monday, November 21, 1988, Los Angeles Herald Examiner AQ

Kennedy may not have been
Oswald’s target, book says

NEW YORK (AP) — Lee Har-
vey Oswald, who assassinated
President Kennedy, instead may
have intended to kill John Con-

‘nally, then governor of Texas,

according to a book excerpted in

Time magazine this week. :
‘Connally, who was riding in a'

limousine with Kennedy, was seri-
ously wounded in the rifle attack
that killed Kennedy Nov. 22,
1963, in- Dallas.

Oswald was angry because
Connally had done nothing to
help restore his honprable dis-
charge from the Marine Corps,

| .mauc_.&am to Lthe book, “The Greal

Expectations; ol John Connally,”
the author

Oswald  lived in the Soviel

Union for a time and attempted o
renounce his U.S. citizenship and

sell the Soviels military secrets
“he had acquired as a U.S, Marine
Corps radar operalor. As a result,
Reston wrote, the Marine Cofps
downgraded Oswald's dischar e
from honorable Lo ::nmm_qﬂa"%

Oswald was crushed at the
news, and wrole from the Soviet
Union seeking help from' Con-
nally, unaware Connally had te-
signed as secretary of the Navy.

Alexandra De Mohrenschildt, a
member ol the small Russian
emigre community in Fort Worth,
told the Warren Commission,
which investigated the assassina-
tion of JFK, that Oswald had
never mentioned Kennedy.

“It was the governor of Texas
(Connally) who was mentioned
mostly," De Mohrenschildt sajd.
“For some reason Lee just n_:_: L
like him."
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The arlifacts connected with John
.obvious and the obscure,
history thdt have scattered around th

JFK'S PARADE LIMO — The cu
converlible had a detachable bubble
JFK to greater visibility. The top was
matarcade through Dallas. Dubbed *

Mich.
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viewings go for §30, So..
$750.

'JFK'S TELEPHONE
importance, "'White House,"

when the hotal was gutted and reope

aren't just curios,

exhibit at the Henry moa z_:mw_._a_ and Greenfield Village in Dearborn,  *

|._.zm home mavie tor which Life magazine
paid §150.000 is with the family of Abraham Zapruder,
‘manufacturer and amateur photagrapher who shot it. One-lime ncas._oa_mﬂ
m..a snippets of up to five frames can be had for

A black job emblazoned with its litle of
it has disappeared. Originally in Suite 850 of |
Fort Worth's Hotel Texas, it and the room's other furnishings were lost |
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