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Thousands visit JFK
 grave; shooting site nam

ed landm
ark 
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 O
n

 th
e 

3
0

th
 an

n
iv

ersary
 o

f Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

-
n
ed

y
's d

eath
, th

o
u
san

d
s o

f to
u
rists 

filed
 q

u
ietly

 p
ast h

is g
rav

e at A
r-

lin
g
to

n
 N

atio
n
al C

em
etery

 M
o
n
-

d
ay

, an
d

 th
e p

laza in
 D

allas w
h

ere 
h
e w

as fatally
 sh

o
t w

as d
eclared

 a 
N

atio
n
al H

isto
ric L

an
d
m

ark
. 

S
en

. E
d
w

ard
 M

. K
en

n
ed

y
, th

e 
fo

rm
er p

resid
en

t's o
n
ly

 su
rv

iv
in

g
 

brother, arrived at the grave shortly 
after 3

 p
.m

. w
ith

 R
ep

. Jo
sep

h
 P

. 
K

ennedy 11 an
d
 th

eir w
iv

es. 
T

hey each laid a w
hite rose at the 

fo
o
t o

f th
e
 to

m
b
sto

n
e
, k

n
e
lt, 

crossed them
selves and appeared to 

p
ra

y
 sile

n
tly

 b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 e

te
rn

a
l 

flam
e fo

r ab
o
u
t tw

o
 m

in
u
tes. T

h
en

 
th

ey
 w

alk
ed

 aro
u
n
d
 a b

en
d
 to

 th
e 

g
rav

e o
f R

o
b

ert F
. K

en
n

ed
y

, Jo
-

sep
h

's fath
er, an

d
 p

ray
ed

 b
riefly

 
there. 

T
h
ey

 w
ere ap

p
aren

tly
 th

e o
n
ly

 
fam

ily
 m

em
b
ers to

 g
o
 to

 th
e g

rav
e. 

F
am

ily m
em

bers said long ago that 
th

ey
 p

referred
 to

 co
m

m
em

o
rate 

K
ennedy's birthday, M

ay 29, rather 
th

an
 th

e d
ate o

f h
is d

eath
. 

In dow
ntow

n D
allas, N

ellie C
on-

n
ally

, th
e w

id
o

w
 o

f fo
rm

er G
o

v
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Jo
h
n
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. C
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n
a
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e
x
a
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n
-

v
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n
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u

e d
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n
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g
 

D
caly

 P
laza, w

h
ere K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as 
shot, a historic landm

ark. T
he C

on- 

n
ally

s w
ere rid

in
g

 in
 th

e o
p

en
 lim

-
o

u
sin

e w
ith

 K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 h

is w
ife 

w
h

en
 th

e p
resid

en
t w

as sh
o

t. C
o

n
-

nally w
as w

ounded. 
"T

h
irty

 y
ears ag

o
," N

ellie C
o
n
-

n
ally

 said
, "fate b

ro
u

g
h

t m
e h

ere as 
an

 u
n

w
illin

g
 p

lay
er in

 th
e m

o
st u

n
-
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rg

e
tta

b
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g

ic
 d
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m

a
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f o
u

r 
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e. N
o

w
, th

ree d
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es later, w
e 

are g
ath
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 n

o
t to
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o

k
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ack
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ith
 

g
rie

f, b
u
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o
k
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a
rd
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h
o
p
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C
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n
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er p
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en
t's sister, w

h
o

 is 
n

o
w

 th
e U

.S
. am

b
assad

o
r to

 Ire-
lan

d
, led

 a m
em

o
rial M

ass th
at w

as 
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d
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 b
y
 ab

o
u
t 1

,5
0
0
 p

eo
p
le, in

-
cluding P

rim
e M

inister A
lbert R

ey-
nolds. 

A
t th

e cem
etery

 h
ere, d

o
zen

s o
f 

w
reath

s an
d
 b

o
u
q
u
ets w

ere p
laced

 
n
ex

t to
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 g

rav
e, as w

ere 
sev

eral letters an
d

 p
o

em
s o

n
 lin

ed
 

p
ap

er fro
m

 sch
o

o
lch

ild
ren

. T
h

e 
largest w

reath —
 green. orange and 

w
h

ite carn
atio

n
s —

 w
as left b

y
 th

e 
m

em
b

ers o
f th

e Jo
h

n
 F

. K
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n
ed
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D
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isio
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 o
f th
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n
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A
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er o
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u
p

, M
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R
y
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m
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n
n
an

d
ale, V

a., said
 h

e 
cam

e to
 th

e cem
etery

 o
ften

 to
 h

o
n

-
o

r K
en

n
ed

y
 o

n
 S

t. P
atrick

's D
ay

 
an

d
 o

n
 m

ajo
r an

n
iv

ersaries o
f th

e 
assassin

atio
n
. 

T
h
irty

 y
ears ag

o
 M

o
n
d
ay

, said
 

R
y
an

, n
o
w

 7
2
, h

e w
as ru

n
n
in

g
 a 

lu
n
ch

eo
n
ette in

 R
iv

erh
ead

, N
.Y

. 
"T

h
is really

 b
rin

g
s b

ack
 m

em
o
-

ries," he said. 
O

thers like L
isa M

arkle of W
ash-

in
g
to

n
 C

o
u
n
ty

, M
d
., a

n
d
 L

e
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M
an

zer o
f G
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ille, G
a., m

ad
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sp
ecial trip

s h
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m
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u
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f to
w

n
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