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Si . . . he was earthy, human, witty, quick, grace-
ful, sometimes petty, bright, sometimes vulgar, 

funny, irreverent — light years removed from 

some king at a Round Table." 

By Benjamin C. Bradlee 

Bradlee, executive editor of The Washington Post, was e friend and 
neighbor of John Kennedy and author of "That Special Grace," a reminis-
cence about Kennedy. 

rrHE LEGENDS of Camelot and King Ar- 
thur were largely laid upon the land in 

the 12th Century by one Geoffrey of Mon-
mouth, described in my Encyclopaedia Britten-
nice as a "reckless forger." 

The legends of Camelot and Jahn Fitzger-
ald Kennedy were largely laid upon the land 
in the 20th Century by his widow Jacqueline 
in an interview with the skilled, sensitive—.  
and in this particular ease, reluctant—jour-
nalist, Teddy White, in Life magazine the 
week after JFK was murdered. 

To .reread the Arthurian legends more 
than 900 years after they were written, as a 
reporter in the Washington of Richard 
Nixon, is to boggle the mind. Especially that 
knightly fellowship of the Round Table—
Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Mitchell, Colson, 
Dean, Magruder, Ziegler, Stans? 

But my mind is also stretched more than 
somewhat by rereading "For One Brief Shin-
ing Moment . . Camelot" in the Dec. 5, 1903, 
issue of Life. 

"At night before we'd go to sleep, Jack 
liked to play some records, and the song be 
loved most came at the very end of this 
record," White quoted Mrs. Kennedy. "The 
lines he loved to hear were: 'Don't let it be 
forgot that once there was a spot, for one 
brief shining  moment that was known as 
Camelot. 

".. and it will never be that way again." 
Perhaps it is unfair to hold a ,woman, 

fiercely bereaved, to the judgments reached 
in a moment of awful pain. Certainly, it is 
unfair to question her commitment made in 
the same interview: "I'm never going to live 
in Europe. I'm not going to 'travel exten-
sively abroad.' That's a desecration. I'm go-
ing to live in the places I lived with Jack." 

Haunted by Legend 

BIN MY POINT is simply that John F. 
 Kennedy was no King Arthur, and if the 

Bundys, MeNatearas, Sorensens seem more 
noble or knightly than most of their succes-
sors, the Kennedy White House was no Cam-
elot. The legend that he was and it was has 
come back to haunt them .. . in the rash of 
critical re-examinations that began with the 

• first-rate "The Best and the Brightest" and 

a .as continued in.  most of the 10th anniver-
..e+,'Ne,repriaes of those thousand days, which 

,;abelerl John F. Kennedy as long on 
Aise  and short on performance. 

That may well be history's ultimate judg-
ment of the man and his accomplishments, 
though surely the durability of that sense of 
promise, as strong today as it was 10 years 
ago, will make the next generation of histo-
rians careful. 

But the point is that's no way to look at 
Jack Kennedy . . through Camelot lenses. 
King Arthur comes through 900 years of his-
tory as some kind of faintly noble, humor-
less sap, uninvolved in the minutiae of liv-
ing, free from such vital human frailties as 
anger, fault-finding, sarcasm. 

Not to put too fine a point on it, this was ' 
not John F. Kennedy as I remember him. 
What follows are anecdotes culled from con-
versations I had with Kennedy while he was 
President. These conversations were tran-
scribed generally within 24 hours, always 
within one week. They prove, I suppose, 
whatever anyone wants them to prove. To 
me they prove that he was earthy, human, 
witty, quick, graceful, sometimes petty, 
bright, sometimes vulgar, funny, irreverent 
. . . light years removed Irons some Middle 
Ago king at a Round Table. 

aw 
Feb. 14, 1962: At a White House dance some 

days before, the President had told me a 
few minutes after midnight that the swap 
of Soviet spy Col. Abel for the American 1.7-2 
pilot Gary Powers had just been completed. 
I had told Phil Graham, publisher of The 
Washington Post, who in turn had told his 
night editor. The Post had a two-hour world-
wide beat, and the rest of the press was 
furious. 

RE PRESIDENT said he was about to 
T 

 
order an investigation into the Powers 

leak, but thought it over for 24 hours- and 
came to the conclusion that he didn't have 
to. 

"Plucky (Pierre Salinger) gets such a kick 
out of tracing these leaks backto me," JFK 
said, "I have to be more careful." He said he 
had blown his stack about the leak on the 
Cuban embargo and ordered Salinger to 
spare no effort in finding out who leaked 
that one, Salinger worked like hell for two 
days, finally reported back to the President 
that he had found the culprit. 

JFK (eagerly)—Who was it? 
Salinger (gleefully)---You. 
JFK (crestfallen)—What do you mean? 

See LEGEND, Page C5 
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